
  

ISA Concludes 15th Session 

      At its 120th meeting, the Assembly 
elected Mario José Pino of Argentina as 
its President for the 15th Session of the 
International Seabed Authority. Following consultations 
within the regional groups, the representatives of India 
(Asian Group of States), South Africa (African Group of 
States), New Zealand (Group of Western European and 
Other States) and the Russian Federation (Group of 
Eastern European and Other States) were elected as Vice-
Presidents. 

      Also at its 120th and 124th meetings of the Assembly, 
the World Wildlife Fund (WWF) and the Commonwealth 
Secretariat  were invited as observers to participate at ISA 
meetings.■ 
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ISSUE 3: JULY 2009 

      The Legal and Technical Commission held 
15 meetings commencing 8 to 27 May 2009, 
one week in advance of the 15th Session 
meetings of the Council and Assembly . 

      The Commission considered the annual 
reports from the eight contractors; considered 
a proposal for a network of areas of particular 
environmental interest in the Clarion-Clipperton 
F r a c t u r e  Z o n e ;  i s s u e d  f i n a n c i a l 
recommendations for the guidance of 
contractors under regulation 38 of the 
Regulations on Prospecting and Exploration for 
Polymetallic Nodules in the Area and finalized 
its recommendations to the Council on the 
draft regulations on prospecting and 
exploration for cobalt-rich ferromanganese 
crusts in the Area.  The Commission elected 
Sandor Mulsow Flores (Chile) as Chairman and 
Andrzej Przybycin (Poland) as Vice-Chairman. ■ 

Members of Council listen to a presentation by Mr. Mick Green of the International Cable Protection Committee at the Authority’s 15th Session held 25 May—5 June 
2009. Open briefings like this are usually provided during the Co uncil Sessions.  

Legal and Technical Commission 

Informal working groups of the Commission 

      Mahmoud Samy of Egypt was 
elected President of Council for the 
15th Session. The  representatives of 
Bangladesh (Asian Group), Poland (Eastern European 
States Group), Mexico (Latin American and Caribbean 
States Group) and Canada (Western European and 
Other States Group) were elected as Vice-Presidents.   

      The main items of business for the Council were 
the continuation of its consideration of the revised 
draft regulations on prospecting and exploration for 
polymetallic sulphides which it had commenced at the 
13th session in 2007 and continued throughout the 
14th session in 2008. Despite intensive work by all 
delegations, Council was not able to complete its 
consideration of the proposed revisions. Discussions 
will continue at the next session with a view to 
adopting the draft regulations.■ 

Mario José Pino 

Assembly 

Council 

Mahmoud Samy 

http://www.isa.org.jm/en/about/members
http://www.isa.org.jm/en/about/members/legal
http://www.isa.org.jm/en/about/members/council
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MORSS Colloquium: Deep-Sea Mining of Seafloor Massive Sulphides: ... 

Jian  Lin  (InterRidge Chair), Nii Odunton  (Secretary‐General,  International Seabed 
Authority),  Chris  German  (InterRidge  Co‐Chair)  and  the  audience  for  the  public 
presentations  that  concluded  the  deep‐sea  mining  workshop  
(© www.interridge.org) 

      Scientists, policymakers, environmentalists, and 
industry representatives gathered recently at Woods 
Hole Oceanographic Institution (WHOI) in April to 
discuss the issue of mining precious metals from the 
seafloor, the sustainable use of these resources and 
potential environmental impacts.  

      The public colloquium  featured keynote 
addresses from leading voices on the subject 
followed by a panel discussion. 

      Speakers at the colloquium were Nii A. Odunton, 
Secretary-General of the International Seabed 
Authority; Caitlyn Antrim, Executive Director for the 
Rule of Law Committee for the Oceans; Rod Eggert, 
the Division Director for Economics and Business at 
the Colorado School of Mines; and Maurice Tivey, a 
geologist at WHOI who studies these unique deep 
sea environments. They were joined by Samantha 
Smith, Environmental Manager of Nautilus Minerals 
Inc.; Sabine Christiansen of the World Wildlife Fund; 
and Chris German, a WHOI geochemist.  

      In his presentation, Mr. Odunton spoke about 
deep sea mining of seafloor massive sulphides and 
the role of the Authority in ensuring sustainable 
development of these resources in the Area. 

      He added that the Authority was currently 
engaged in developing further regulations to deal 
with prospecting and exploration for polymetallic 
sulphides and cobalt‐rich ferromanganese crusts in 
the Area. He said one of the several difficulties in 
regulating these resources lay in the fact that 
knowledge of these resources were still inadequate . 

      In administering the mineral resources of the 
Area, Mr. Odunton said the Authority was required to 
ensure effective protection of the marine 
environment, and therefore biodiversity, from harmful 
effects which may arise both from exploration for, 
and subsequent exploitation of, these resources. In 
addition, the Authority has a general responsibility to 
promote and encourage the conduct of marine 
scientific research in the Area, and to coordinate and 
disseminate the results of such research and 
analysis. 

      He continued that the Authority was also in the 
process of establishing a framework to successfully 
manage threats to the marine environment and its 
biodiversity from activities in the Area, through its 
regulations on prospecting and exploration for the 
different types of 
mineral resources 
known to exist 
there.■ 

Metal Prices (www.metalprices.com) 

      In his address at the recent 19th Meeting of State Parties to the 
UN Convention on the Law of the Sea, the Secretary-General reported 
on the important elements of the work of the Authority over the past 
months. 

      He outlined the outcome of the Authority's 15th Session and 
reported on three of its successful activities: 

1. the expected completion of the establishment of a geological 
model for the Clarion Clipperton Zone in 2009 and the 
presentation of the results of this project at a workshop towards 
the end of the year; 

2. the success of the Authority's Endowment Fund for Marine 
Scientific Research which has attracted a wide range of 
proposals aimed at providing qualified scientists and personnel 
from developing countries with opportunities to participate in 
international technical and scientific cooperation programmes; 
and 

3. the successful response to the Authority's regional sensitization 
seminars in Indonesia in 2007, Brazil in 2008 and Nigeria in 
2009. The seminars were organised in collaboration with the 
host governments and aimed at promoting wider participation 
from the regions concerned. 

      The Secretary-General added that, subject to the availability of 
resources, he looked forward to being able to convene similar 
seminars in other regions  in the future and making this an important 
element of the Authority’s work programme. ■ 

States Parties Meeting : June 2009 
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the Law of the Sea. Practical training include 
in-lab and field techniques with visits to sites 
of marine significance, 
      Since its establishment in 2006, the 
Authority’s Endowment Fund for Marine 
Scientific Research has attracted a wide 
range of very good proposals aimed at 
providing qualified scientists and technical 
personnel from developing countries with 
opportunities to participate in international 
technical and scientific cooperation 
programmes. Amongst the programmes that 
have been awarded support to date are a 
cooperative training programme with 
InterRidge, the global programme of 
scientific research on mid-ocean ridge 
formation and mineralogy, and support for 
the summer programme of the Rhodes 
Academy. 
      At the 15th Session, Norway announced 
its contribution of US$250,000 towards the 
Fund joining the governments of Mexico, 
Spain and the United Kingdom as the major 
contributors.■ 

     T h e 
A u t h o r i t y 
r e c e n t l y 
called for 

applications from interested qualified 
professionals for the opportunity to 
participate in its Technical Assistance 
Program-Marine Scientific Research (TAP-
MAR) . 
     Successful applicants will attend a 
course offered by the National Institute of 
Oceanography (NIO) in Goa, India and are 
being funded by the ISA Endowment Fund. 
      Course highlights include interactive 
sessions on marine surveys for inter-
disciplinary research, exploration of marine 
minerals and resource evaluation, marine 
ecosystems and biodiversity, environmental 
impact assessment of offshore projects and 

HQ News Roundup... 

The new Satya N. Nandan Library 
plaque. The Library is named in 
honour of Ambassador Nandan— 
former and first Secretary‐General 
of the International Seabed 
Authority 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
August 2009 
Informal meeting of the 
Ad Hoc Working Group 
for the “Assessment of 
Assessments” of the 
Regular Process for 
Global Reporting and 
Assessment of the State 
of the Marine 
Environment, Including 
Socio‐Economic Aspects, 
31 Aug—4 September, 
New York 
September 2009 
Evaluation of the 
Geological Model of 
Polymetallic nodule 
resources of the Clarion‐
Clipperton Fracture Zone, 
7– 9 September, Kingston 

From a national network 
in marine sciences to a 
world‐wide network, 
IFREMER’s 25th 
Anniversary Conference, 
28‐29 September, France 

October 2009 
Meeting on the 
Geological Model of the 
Central Indian Ocean 
Basin, 21—23 October, 
Goa, India 

ISA Endowment Fund: TAP-MAR 

      In May 2009, prior to the 
15th Session of the Authority, 
Secretary-General Nii A. 
Odunton hosted a luncheon 
meeting with Permanent 
Representatives based in 
Kingston. 

       At the meeting, he updated 
representat ives on the 

progress of the work of the 
Authority and the various 
projects it was involved in. 

      Mr. Odunton said he hoped 
to host regular informal 
meetings as a medium to keep 
member states informed of the 
activities of the International 
Seabed Authority. 

NEW & FORTHCOMING 
PUBLICATIONS: 

• Exploration and 
exploitation of deep 
seabed mineral 
resources in the Area: 
Challenges for Africa and 
opportunities for 
collaborative research in 
the South Atlantic Ocean 

• Cobalt-Rich Crusts and 
the Diversity and 
Distribution Patterns of 
Seamount Fauna 

• Polymetallic Nodule 
Mining Technology - 
Current Status and 
Challenges Ahead 

• Selected Decisions of the 
15th Session [En|Fr|Es] - 

• Handbook 2010  

At left: Secretary‐General Nii A. 
Odunton with Permanent 
Representatives to the International 
Seabed Authority at an informal 
meeting hosted in May 2009 

NIO head‐
quarters in 
Goa, India 

Did you know that the longest mountain range is underwater? Under the Atlantic Ocean the longest mountain range 
in the world, the Mid‐Atlantic Ridge, runs right down the middle of the Atlantic Ocean. Under the Pacific Ocean the 
tallest mountain on the planet is not Mt. Everest, which is only 29 028 ft/8848 m high.  The tallest mountain in the 
world is actually Mauna Kea, in Hawaii, which is closer to 31 000 ft/9449 m high ‐ only thing is — you can't see the 
two‐thirds of the mountain that is underwater.    Way under the Pacific Ocean, the deepest place on the surface of 
the planet is the Mariana Trench, to the east of Guam.  If Mt. Everest were put into the deepest part of the Mariana 
Trench, there would be just 1m/1.6km of water on top of it! 

http://www.isa.org.jm/en/efund/institutions/oplist
http://www.nio.org/
http://www.isa.org.jm/en/efund/fund

