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Upon assuming the Presidency,the President may deliver an opening remarks.
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Opening Remarks
By the President of the Assembly
21st Session
Tuesday, 12 July 2015

Excellencies,
Mr. Secretary-General
Distinguished Delegates and Observers
Ladies and gentlemen

Upon assuming my role as President of the Assembly of the International Seabed
Authority for this 22nd Session, let me begin by saying a few words of thanks first to
the Asia-Pacific Group for their support and for endorsing my candidature for the
Presidency of this august Assembly.

I also wish to acknowledge the government, Bangladesh for the confidence in
supporting this candidature and I express my sincere gratitude to you all, members
of the Authority, for kindly electing me as President for the current Session.

Let me thank His Excellency, Ambassador Helmut Tuerk of Austria, for his kind
words in welcoming me to the podium. May I, on behalf of the Assembly thank him
and acknowledge his important role as the President of the Assembly during the 21st
Session. I also wish to acknowledge his other inter-sessional role as the Chairperson
of the Article 154 Review Committee.
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Excellencies,

Thirty six years ago, in December, 1982, I came to Jamaica, as part of the
Bangladeshi delegation to witness the opening of signature and to sign the United
Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea. I have since taken an active role in Law
of the Sea matters and in the work of this Authority. I have been a regular, and on a
few occasions,

Bangladeshi's

sole representative

to annual sessions of the

Authority. I am deeply honored for this opportunity and I assure the Assembly that I
will endeavor all I could, together with the members of the Bureau, to facilitate the
smooth and successful conduct of the affairs of this session.

Excellencies and distinguished delegates,

This year marks an important milestone in the affairs of the Authority. The term of
Office of the Chief Administrative Officer of the Authority- the Secretary-General
comes to end at the end of this year and the Assembly will be required procedurally
to elect the Secretary-General this session.

I have noted the former President mentioned the 18 Agenda Items that was adopted
this morning; I seek the assistance of the Assembly, as it has accorded all my
predecessors, to work cooperatively with me in order to dispose of all these items in
a timely manner.
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Excellencies,

In recent times, the world has witnessed a number of important developments as far
as Oceans and Law of the Sea is concerned. There is a now established consensus
that social, economic, and environmental challenges facing the planet are interlinked
and must be addressed through an integrated approach. The environment, along
with social and economic factors, plays an important role for sincere sustainable
development on a global scale. Oceans have featured prominently and in the final
outcome

document

"The

Future We Want",

the Ocean

Chapter

was

an

unprecedented 20 paragraphs.

The needed transformative change, including the sustainability of oceans, can only
be achieved through the integration of the above three dimensions if we are to
secure long- term human and environmental well-being.

Two thirds of the world's oceans lie beyond national jurisdiction. These areas beyond
national jurisdictions are of key importance for food security, carbon capture and
scientific research. However, despite their importance, these areas have suffered
from a lack of governance framework that can ensure their conservation

and

sustainable use. To remedy this, the United Nations has started a diplomatic process
in New York, on an International Legally Binding Instrument on Marine biodiversity in
areas beyond national jurisdiction. Because of the direct relevant of the issues under
consideration in that process and the very important role this orqanlzation.plays in its
specific mandated area, it would be in the interest ofmembers
active role of the Authority in the BBNJ process.

that it see a more

