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AD HOC COMMITTEE TO STURY THE PEACEFUL
USES OF THE SEA-BED AND THE NCEAN
FLOOR BEYCND THE LIMITS OF NATTONAL
JURISDICTION

NCTE BY THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

In additicn te the replies of Member Governments under operative
paragraph 3 (a) of General Assembly resclution 2340 (XXII}, cowcunicated to the
Ad Eoc Committee in documents AfAC.lﬁSfl and Add.l to 6, the Secretary-General
185 now recelived a reply from the Governmeut of Gresce.

The substantive pagt of thils reply is reproduced in the present document,
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CREECE

[Original: Eaglish/
20 May 1968

... has the hopour to commznicate below the views of the Greek Ministry of
Merchant Marine on the reservation, exclusively Ffor peaceful purposes of the
sea-bed and the ocean floor and subsoil thereof underlying the high seas
beyond the limits of present national jurisdiction and the use of thelr
resources in the interests of maankind.

"1. In view of anticipated develepments in the tecinological field,
the usefulness of the sea-bed and the ocean floor and subsoil thereol is fully

recognized.

T2, The reservation of the geophysical resources exclusively Tor
peaceful purpcses 1s a fundamental preiequisite.

"3, The great importance of this subject and its manyfold aspects with
respect to the sectors referred to in paragraph 2(b) of General Assembly
resolution 2340 {(XXII) and, more specifically, its econcuic and legal
aspects, should be recognized. '

_ "W, Tt is deemed advisable that the sttention of the Committee be drawm
to the possibility that the proposed arrangement way prompt certain states
arbitrarily to extend their territorial waters mone thereby meutralizing the
anticipated beneficial results and, at the same time, cauging damage to the
interests of the world fishing industry.

%5 Tt should also be stressed that any arrarigements regarding
exploration should not affect the existing status of the freedom of
navigation in the high soas.

"5, It is proposed that any products secured from the sea-bed and
ocean floor and the subhsoil thereof be by pricrity used for the benefit of
the states bordering the sea area being exploited and then for other

purposes in general.

"7, It is imperative that in the course of exploiting the geophysicsl
ragources referred to above the application of any methods which might coiun
harm to merine flore or fauna be avoided."
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