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AD HOC COMMITTEE TO STUDY THE PEACEFUL
. USES OF THE SEA~BED AND THE OCEAN FLOOR
BEYOND THE LIMITS OF NATIOFAL JURISDICTION

India: draflt declaration of legal principles governing the
regervation exclusively for peaceful purposes of the sea-bed
and the ocean floor, and the subsoil thereof, underlying the
high geag beyond the limits of present national jurisdiction,
and the uses of their resources in the interests of mankind

The General Agsembly, . _
Noting that developing technology is making the séa—bed and the ocean floor

and subsoil thereof, accessible and exploitable for scientific, economic, military

and other purposes, _
Recognizing the common interests of mankind in the sea-bed and the ocean floor,

which constitute the major portion of the area of this planet,

Believing that the exploitation and use of the sea-bed and ocean floor and
the subsoil thereof should be carried out for the betterment of mankind and for
‘the benefit of States irrespective of their degree of econcmic or scientifie————-
dé?elopment, _ _ ' '

Degiring to coﬁtribute to broad international co-operatioh in fhe scientific

ag well as in the legal aspects of the exploration and uses of the resources of

the sea-bed and ocean floor, _
Believing that such co-operation will'cqntribute to the development of mutual

understanding.and to the gtrengthening of friendly relations between nationsg

and peoples, .
Mindful of the importance of preserving the sea~bed and ocean floor; and the

subeoil thereof from actiong and uses which might be detrimental to the common

interegts of mankiﬁd,
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Recognizing that the exploration and uée of the sea—bed and the ocean floor'
and the sub501l thereof should be conducted in accordance with the pri nc1ples and
purposes of the United Nations Charter, in the interests of malntalnlng international
pzace and security ané for the benefit of all mankind, o s '

Mindful of the pTOVlSlonS and practlce of the law of the sea relatlng to
this question, i

Recalling its resolution 2340 (XXII) of 18 December 1967,

Convinced that, pending the conclusion of a Treaty regulating the |
administration and utilization of'thé sea~bed and ocean floor and the sﬁbsoil

thereof, in the common interests of mankind, it is necessary to\set'forth the .

principles applicable in this regard,

Declares as follows:
1. The exploration and use of the sea-bed and ocean floor and the subsoil

thereof beyohd the limits of present national jurigdiction, shall be carried
on for the benefit and in the interests of mankind; :

2. The sea~bed dand ocean floor and the subsoil thereof, beyond the limits
of present national jurisdiction, are the common heritage of mankind; As such,

they are nol subject to national appropriation and shall be used'exclusively for

peaceful purposes, for the benefit of all coﬁntfies,.pérticularly the developing

countries;

3.  The activities of Statés in the exploration and use of the sea-bed and

ocean floor shall be carried out 1n accordance with international law, including

the Charter of the United Nations, in the 1nterests of malntalnlnv international

peace and gecurity and for promoting international co-operation and understandlng;

4.  Taking into account the work_currently being performed by other bodies,
the United Nations shall endeavour to_provide direction and purpose to international-
and inter-governmental activities with regard'to the gea-bed and ocean floor and .

the subgoil thereof, beyond the 1imits of present national jurisdiction.



	MAIN MENU
	PREVIOUS MENU
	---------------------------------
	Search CD-ROM
	Search Results
	Print

