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• The A~ Hoc .Committee has now to consider i~s. programme of work 

for this session. The, me.tubers of the Co~¢~±,...ttee have before them a 

draft p°~og°~ ramme for thei'r consideratio n ..and approval.. This ,progr~e.. 

has been. prepared by the Bureau of the Committee in consultati0r~with 

the Chairmen Of the two working groups-and after taking into 

c~.~nsideratien representations that have been made by various 

d~legations which have thought fit to do so. 

The draft programme no.w-before the Committee differs, somewhat 

from an earlier draft which also was prepared by the Bureau in the 

same manner as the present draft. One important adjustment has had 

to be made° The nature of this adjustment "and the reasen.s for it 

will be mentioned by me later. 

The Ad Hoc Committee has a limited time at its disposaland the 

draft progran~ne therefore seeks to make the fullest use of this time. 

Tho pressure on delegations and staffs will consequently be heavy but 

is ~fortunately unavoidable if the AdHoc Committee is to discharge 

satisfactorily the task entrusted to it by fihe General Assembly under 

its resolution 2340 (XXII). 

The assignment of meetings between the various purposes has been 

determined after taking into consideratidn the progress that has 
, 

already been made by the two working groups and ~the work that has yet 
. 

te be accomplished. 

Members of the Committee will be aware that at the very start, the 

examination of the political, military and other aspects of the item 

as well as the scien~ifia_aspects and the consideration Of_practical 

means to promote international co-operation as stated in operative 

paragraph 2 (c) of General Assembly resolution 2340 (XXII) were 

reserved for the Ad Hoc Committee itself and were not taken up for 
• ~ a -  _ . . . . . .  

discussion, at earli~er sessions. The draft programme sets apart three 
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raeetings for 'the EcOnomic and '~' ..... : ..... Tec_hnzcal Working Group~ three '" : 

meetings for the Legal Working Grbup, two meetings to consider 

the scientific aspects o£ the item, two meetings to Consider the' 

po!itical~ military ai.~d other aspects of the item, three meetings 

to consider practical means to promote international co-operation 
.. 

and five mee.ting.s for consideration and approval o£ the report o£ 
i 

the Ad Hoc Committee to the General Assembly. One meeting~ thi£ 
• . . . 

of Wednesday morning o£ the second wee~ has been left open for 
• . 

any contingency such as an additional requirement by either o£ 

the working groups or any other purpose. The assig~%ment o£ a 

c e r t a i n  number  o£ m e e t i n g s  £ o r  any  . p u r p o s e  d o e s  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  

imply that these meetings should be utilized. I£ the item 6r 

p u r p Q s e  f o r  ,~.ihich t h e  m e e t i n g s  h a v e  b e e n  a s s i g n e d  c a n  be c o m p l e t e d  
i 

or achieved with less expe-~.diture o£ time, that would be more than 

w e l c o m e .  What . is  fllore i m p o r t a n t ,  h o w e v e r ,  i s  t h a t  we s h o u l d  s e e k  
+ 

t o  c o m p l e t e e a c h  a s p e c t . o f  t h e  work w i t h i n  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  h a s  b e e n  

assigned to it... It is o£ vital importance therefore that we 
• . 

should be. stric~!y..punctual in commencing all meetings. I fully 

realize that the .del.i.~ht£ul atmosphere o£ our surroundings is not 

s p e c i a l l y  c o n d u c i v e  .. t o  h a r d . w o r k  and  t h a t  s c e n i c  a t t r a c t i o n s  
• " . . ~ . - ~  

might have a-stronger app, eal than business, but I would earnesti Y .. . . • .. ~.. , 

. .  • 

request all delega:.ti.ons, to cooperate with the chair in c0~encin9 
. 

morning meeting s at 10 o'clock and afternoon meetings at 3 o'clock:+ 

-We m u s t  a l s o  e n s u r e  t h a t  o u r  .... -~zork_is c o m p l e t e d  by t h e  e v e n i n g  ~.i.._ 

O£ Friday, -30 AUNu.st. Ue would already .have enjoyed in. full 

measure, the hospitality, o9 the Government o£ Brazil and we ..... 

should not seek."t'o encroach further on their generosity° It 

was o r i g i n a l l y  i n t e n d e d ,  t h a t  . t h e  a f t e r n o o n  m e e t i n g  t o d a y 9  Monday.+ 

19 August, should be devoted to consideration of the scient'z£ic 

a s p e c t s ,  o9 t h e  i t e m ,  U n £ o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h e  Cha i rman  o£ t.~e 

Intergov'ernmental Oceanographic Con~mission, who was to present 

the report o£ that Commission on scientific aspects 

,/° ° ° 
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o~ the item, has been delayed and will not be able to be here 

in time for this a£ternoon's meeting. The Intergovernmental 

Oceanographic commission has. been of considerab.!e assistance"t0' " 

this Committee. Their report.iS a comprehensive and i: . 
•. • -a, ., 

valuable document  and. I am s u r e  t h a t  members .o£ t h e . . C o m m i t t e e  
~~Id agree-with me that we should not deny ourselves, o£ the " " 

benefit o£ hearing the Chairman. o£ the IOC, Rear'~dmiral " . . 

Langeraar, and should do our utmost to accommodate him. We 

have therefore altered the original draft progran~e and fixed . 

the first meeting for consideration o£ the scientific aspects 

09 t h e  i t e m  £or". t h e  a£ternoo.-.~ o£ Wednesday ,  21 A u g u s t ,  when 

the Chaizman o£ the IOC, Rear-Admiral La.ngeraar, will attend 

and present his. report. 

During this session, our most important task would be to comply 

with operative paragraph 2 (c) o~ General Assembly resolution 2340 

(XXII )  w h i c h  r e q u i r e s  t h e  A d H o c  Commit tee  to  i n c l u d e  i n  t h e  

study that i.t would present to the General Assembly an indication 

regarding practical means to promote international cooperation 

i n  t h e  e x p l o r a t i o n ,  c o n s e r v a t i o n  and use -o . f  t h e  s e a - b e d  and t h e  

....... ocean--f-loot and the-sub-soil thereo£-a-$ contemplated .... in the 

title o£ the item and o£ their resources having regard to the 

v i e w s  e x p r e s s e d  and "the s u g g e s t i o n s  p u t  . fo rward  by Member S t a t e s  

during the considerat on o£ this item at the twenty-second 

session o£ the GeneraI Assembly. Those views and suggestions 

have received further amplification1 during the meetings o£ the 

Ad Hoc Committee itself and will also receive additional 

c o n s i d e r a t i o n  d u r i n g  t h i s  t h i r d  s e s s i o n  o£ t h e  Ad Hoc Commi t t ee .  

The arrangement o£ our work for this session follows the 

l o @ i c a l  s e q u e n c e  o£ i d e a s  as  c o n t a i n e d  i n  t h e  G e n e r a l  Assembly  

resolution, 

6 @ @  
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Our study £alls into three parts, the £irst two o£ which are 

essentially £actual in their nature. They ~lill cover the activities 

past and present o£ the United Nations, its specialized agencies, 

the International Atomic Energy A@ency and other inter-@overnmental 

bodies with re@ard to the sea-bed and ocean £1oor and existing 

international agreements concerning these areas as stated in 

operative para@raph 2 (a) o£ the General Assembly resolution, thus 

in e££ect placing the item in its context. They will also cover the 

scienti£ic, technical, economic, le@al and other aspects o£ thi~ 

item and will be an account 09 these aspects, as provided in 

para@raph 2 (b) o£ the General Assembly's resolution. The third 

part o£ the study is quite di££erent in nature £rom the £irst two 

parts and requires the Committee to give .an indication 09 practical 

means to promote international cooperation in the achievement o£ the 

objectives contemplated in the title o£ the item. It is only a£ter 
• .~ 

completing the £actual survey and account as required by operative 

paragraphs 2 (a) and (b) that this Committee would be in a position 

really to examine practical means o£ promoting internat.ional 

cooperation, hence the position assigned to this aspect 09 our work 

in the ..... dr-a£~mme_presented to you. .... . .......... 

In another sense, it is important to appreciate the distinction 

between the £actual part o£ our work and that part o£ it which deals 

with proposals and recommendations. It is in regar d to the latter 

part that we should be .~ite. clear what our terms o9 re£erence 

require us to do and the limits 09 our competence. I have thought 9it 

to make a categorical and, I hope, unambiguous statement on this 

question as it ~ill be relevant to the Procedure which we will adopt. 

We are not required by our terms o£ re£erence to reach a@reement in 

regard to the practical means o£ promoting international 

cooperation. It ~zould 09 course be ideal i£ any proposals 

were to receive unanimous approval or acceptance as that 

0 0 • 
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would greatly facilitate their final accepta, nce by the General 

Assembly, but where unanimous approval is not apparent, the 

Ad Hoc Committee is merely required to include in its report 

the various proposals and suggestions that have been made and to 

indicate so far as it can be ascertained the measure o£ agreement 

that has been achieVed in regard to each such proposal and 

recommendation or suggestion and also any divergence o9 opinion 

that Found expression in the course of our discussions. By this 

means all views and suggestions would be brought to the General 

A s s e m b l y ' s .  a t t e n t i o n  as t h e y  r i g h t l y  s h o u l d  be .  I t  ~,iould n o t  be 

necessary for us even to prolong discussion in search o£ agreement. 

I w i s h  a l s o  to  s t r e s s  t h a t  g i v e n  t h e  d i s t i n c t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  
. -  . .  

Factual part of our study and the other part o9 it regarding 

p r a c t i c a l  means ,  we would have  t o  t r e a t  a l l  d r a f t  r e s o l u t i o n s  o r  

declarations of principle that have been submitted so far as 

Falling within the ambit of operative paragraph2 (c) 09 the General 

Assembly resolution 2340. It would not be appropriate therefore For 

these draft resolutions and declarations to be taken ~p 90r discussion 

in either o£ the working groups. They Would undoubtedly have certain 

implications maybe-of-'an-economic ..... or technical character-or-of-~ 

legil character, but those Would be mereiy incidental to theft 
.- . 

essential nature and would not qualify them as draft resolutions or 

declarations for reference to either o£ the Working groups. I£ there 

a r e  e i t h e r  l e g a l  i m p l i c a t i o t i s  o r  economic-and ,  t e c h n i c a l  i m p l i c a t i o n s  

they should be raised and discussedin the ~d Hoe Committee it,self. 

By a d o p t i n g  such  a p r o c e d u r e  you would a l s o  be ,  I am s u r e ,  a v o i d i n g  

unnecessary repetition. 

A similar problem arises in regard to the consideration o£ 

t h e  p o l i t i c a l  a s p e c t s  o£ t h e  i t e m .  A l t h o u g h  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  
• . 

along ,uith the military and other aspects o£ the item have been 
• 

a s s i g n e d  s e p a r a t e  m e e t i n g s ,  c a r e  s h o u l d b e  t a k e n  t o  a v o i d  tindue 

/Q • • 
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discussion o£ political aspects which would also come up For 

consideration during the discussion of certain suggestions regarding 

practical means o£ promoting international cooperation. Many o£ those 

suggestions have political implications and we would be well advised 

there£ore to treat the term political in this context in a broad 

sense as connoting the implications so Far as national policy is 

concerned of the objectives contemplated in the title o£ the item. 

There would, For example, be a political aspect o£ the reservation 

o£ the area for peaceful purposes. There would be political 
• 

implications in regard to the renunciation o9 the right to national 

sovereignty over the area covered or intended to be covered by the 

title o£ the item. As these suggestions come under the general 

heading o£ practical~means o£ promoting international cooperation, 

the political implications or the political aspects might there£ore 

with greater advantage be dealt with during the consideration o£ the 

item, practical means,rather than during the consideration of the 

item political, m.~ilitary and other aspects, . . . . . . . . .  

During this session, the Committee might wish to give thought and 

more attention to Certain other aspects o£ this problem as proposals 

in regard to them would be o£ great help to the General Assembly in 

arrxvin@ at decisions in regard to Future action on this item. 

Firstly, there is the question o£ the manner in which issues relevant 

to the peace£ul uses o£ the sea-bed should/be handled, whether through 

declaration o£ principles or through an international convention or 

treaty. Secondly, there is the question o£ the present state o£ 

international law relatin@ to the limits o£ the area under 

consideration and how Far this state o£ the law is conducive to the 

realization o£ the objectives o£ this item. There is also the Further 

@ • @ 
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question which arises out o9 a proposal that has already been mooted~ 

that is the avoidance o£ further extension o£ national claims to 

sovereignty to the area under consideration and further expansion 

o£ activities in that area which might prejudice the attainment 

0£ t h e  o b j e c t i v e s  c o n t e m p l a t e d . o r  which  might  be d e t r i m e n t a l  to  
• . 

the interests o£ mankind as a whole, There is no need for 
. 

c o n s i d e r a t i o n  oF t h e s e ,  q u e s t i o n s  to  l e a d  to  c o n t r o v e r s y  bu t  i t  is. o f  

importance that there should be an exchange of ideas and opinions 

and that these should form part of our report, The final decision 

would rest not with the Ad Hoc Committee but with the General 

Assembly. The discussions, in the two-working groups would be 

g r e a t l y  f a c i l i t a t e d  and would be more~ p u r p o s e f u l  and b u s i n e s s ~ - l i k e  i f  

each group before i~ commenced its deliberations had a clear statement 

09 q u e s t i o n s  to  be c o n s i d e r e d  by. i t ;  i n  o t h e r  words ,  an agenda .  The 
. . . .  • . . .  

Economic and Technical Working Group has been presented with such a 

statement o£ items or an agenda by. its. Chairman. The Legal Working 
• . . ,  , 

Group~does not yet have any such-a:gen~,-I--would:there£ore request- .... 

any d e l e g a t i o n s  t h a t  have. .~ .y . . i . tems whi.c.h t h e y  c o n s i d e r  appropr ia t .e  
- .  . .  

• . .  ~ 

for discussion by the Legal Working. Group to furnish me. with a 

s t a t e m e n t  o£ such i t e m s .  I make the  . r eques t  t h a t  t h e s e  s t a t e m e n t s  

............. be presented to the Chairman o£ t.he~-A-d~Hac-committee as i:t would be. 
i I • . 

.for t h e  Cha i rman-o f  t he  Ad Hoc Committee to  d e c i d e  w h e t h e r  the  i t e m  

belongs properly to a working group or to the Ad Hoe Committee 

i t s e - l £ .  I hope t h i s  p r o c e d u r e  w i l l  . f ind a c c e p t a n c e  w i t h  members o£ 

the Ad Hoc Committee. It would also apply to any proposals for 

d i s c u . s s i o n  by the  Economic and T e c h n i c a l  Working Group. In  e i . t h e r  

case, ~he Chairman of the Ad. H0c committee will consult with the 

Chairman o£ the relevant working group before reaching a decision, 

/° o o 
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As the time available to us is strictly limited, delegations may 

Find it useful to conduct informal discussions outside regular 

meeting hours and thus avoid protracted debate in the Formal meetings. 

I have dealt ~:ith all what I consider to be the most relevant 

questions relating to the organization o£ our work. The item is 

no~ open for discussion by the Ad Hoc Committee; unless there are 

any special objections or suggestions I shall take it that it is 

approved by the Ad Hoc Committee. Distinguished delegates, it 

remains For me to express the hope that this third session o£ the 

Ad Hoc Committee will be our last session and that %re ~lill be able 

to agree upon a report _Por presentation to the General Assembly which 

will help that body to chart a course o9 action that should prove 

to be a pattern o£ international cooperation and produce results o9 

lasting benefit to all mankind in consonance with the true spirit 

o£ the Charter 0£ the United Nations. 
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