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AD HOC COI~ITTEE TO STUDY THE 
PEACEFUL USES OF THE SEA-BED 
AND THE OCEAN FLOOR BEYOND THE 
LIMITS OF NATIONAL JURISDICTION 

United States 09 America: draft resolution on the 

The General AsSembly _, 

Recal!!ng its concern fo~ ascertaining practical means to 

promote international co-operation in the exploration, conservation 

and use o9 the sea-bed and the ocean £1oor, and the subsoil thereof, 

as manifested in i ts~resolution 2340 (XXII), 

Recalling as well that in its resolution 2172 (XXI) it requested 

that the Secretary-General prepare pz-oposals for ensuring the most 

e f f e c t i v e  a r r a n g e m e n t s  f o r  an expanded  pro~lrar.nme o9 i n t e r n a t i o n a l  

co-operation to assist in a better understanding" o£ the marine 

environmentthrough science, and for initiating and strengthening 

marine education and training progrmnmes, 

Recaliin~ further the proposals made by the Secretary-General in 

his report (E/4487) pursuant to r'esolution 217~ (XXI), 

N o t i n ~  t h a t  t h e  Bureau  and C o n s u l t a t i v e  C o u n c i l  o£ t h e  

I n t e r g o v e r n m e n t a l  O c e a n o g r a p h i c  Col~rnission o£ UNESCO c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  

proposed International Decade of Oce.~t Exploration a useful initiative 

for broadening and accelerating investigations of the oceans and for 

strengthening international co-operation, 

Noting also the reco~mendaL~ on adopted by the ~ • " ....... ~-._ ..,,conomlc and Social 

Council on 2 August 1968, inviting the General Assembly to endorse. 

the concept o£ a co-ordinated long-term progranm'~%e o.£ oceanographic 

research, taking into account such initiatives as the proposal for an 
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:"-- , ""':" ~'~,:. ard ".. "-~"~ ational programmes International Decade of Ocei.~n ,:..~:plo.~.-, n L .... L n .... 

already considered, approved ~nd adopted by the Intergovernmental 

Oceanographic Commission for implementation in co-opeY, ation with other 

specialized agencies, . . 

Aware  o£ t h e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  g i v e n  t o  t h e  p r o p o s a l  i n  t h e  Ad H0C - ' 
• - . . . . .  

Committee to Study the Peaceful Uses o£' the Sea-.Bed and the Ocean i 

Floor, arising--~--T-.om .... the impoz,t,m~t contribution whi-~'1~~-e-Decade ~IoUld 

make to scientific research and exploration o£ the sea-bed and deep 

ocean floor, 

1 .  Welcomes and commends to  Member S t a t e s  t h e  c o n c e p t  o£ an 
- . 

International Decade o£ Ocean Exploration to be undertaken within the 

framework 09 a long-term profra~ne of research and-exploration ~.under 

the general aegis o£ the United Nations; .- .. 

, 2°- Invites J21terested Member States to £orm.ulate proposals for 

national and interna~tional scientific programmes .and agreed activities 

t o  b e . - u n d e r t a k e n -  du r ing ,  t h e  Dec~ade ,~1ith due . r e g a r d  t o  .the i n t e r e s t s  o£ 

deveioping countries, to transmit these, proposals to the 

I n t e r g o v ~ r n m e n t a l  Oceano.g i"aphic  Commiss ion / .  mad t o . b e g i n  s u c h .  

activities as soon as Practicable;, .... 

3 .  Urge.. s Member S t a t e s  t o  p u b l i s h  as  s o o n  as  p r a c t i c a b l e  t h e  

results O£ activities which they wil..l have undertaken within the 

£r~nework 0£ the Decade .and at the same time to communicate these 
_ . . 

results to the Intergovernmental Oceanographic Cormnission; 

4. ReGuests the Intergoverr~nental-.Oceanographic Commission: 
. , , m ,  

• (a.) • :To ~-urther and co-ordinate, in co-oper.ation with ot.iaer- 

interested agencies, an expanded, accelerated,, long-term and $~stained 
.. . 

programme 09 woi-!d-~.vide exploration o£ the oceans and.their resources 

o£ "~Ihich t h e  Decade  ~:Jill be  an e l e m e n t ,  i n c l u d i n g  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a g e n c y  

programmes, expanded international exchange 0£ data from national 

prograrmneS, and inter.national efforts to strengthen the research. 

c a p a b . i i i t i e s  o£ a l l  i n t e r e s t e d  n a t i o n s ~  

(b) To report through apDr.oDriate channels to the twenty-fourth 

s e s s i o n  o£ t h e  G e n e r a l  A s s e m b l y  on t h e  p r o g r e s s  m a d e  i n  o c e a n  

activities undertaken pursuant to this resolut on. . .. 
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