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F osvmmary will be limited strictly to proposais that amay
mroperly be broucht within the cartagory of praciical msans of
promot{ing international co-operafion in the o¥dIorav!ou,
conseywvaition and use o the sea-bed and the cgeern filcor and the

thelir resources. Many other matters that have already Deoo coverad

during the earlisr -liscucssions of other items and wh.:oh have bhadn
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dealt with in my sunmary of tThess discussiors werd yralsxd and
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t aleng with the various observaticns nade on it by

On the question of counservation,
made might appropriately be brougnt wit
viz. the preposzzal containad in ths

the item,
¢ Ieeland {£/AC.135/31) regarding the study of ths
s .

the delegate of
mzans For minimizing the danger of polliutiocn of a

11z
which might arise from the exploration and explol

O
znd ocean Flcos and the subscil thereof. The idea i1zs received
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ufricient support te justify its iaclusion in our report as one of
neans which was welcomed and which the Committee would

o proparced to commend to the General Assembly consideration. In
Fact, 1t would be more correct to say .hat the 1dea received almost

unanimcus support.
There is, ﬂhﬁt, the question of *the usce of the sca-bod and the

ogcan floor and “lﬁ subsoil there o£ and of thelr rescurces.

e hare had many opo“=T5 on this aspect of the item, in the
Form of draft f5001UL10nS and d“apt declarations. These deal with
statements of qehe“al prl c1ples Wthﬂ should serve as the foundation

~

off future 1PLernat¢onal cc—ofe;aulen and future activities in relation
£o the use of the sea bed and “ocean floor.
There was also the proposal relating to the instituticnal

Lli
arrangements necessary for:.continued study of this item directed

tovards the realization of our objective.

Ye have before us the draft declaration of legal principles
governing the resairation excj"51vm‘y for peaceful purposes of the
sea~bed and ocean floor, and. the Subsoil thereot, underlying the
1igh seas beyond the limits of presant natwonal ]ur*SdlCt$Oﬂ and
he uses of their resources in the interests of manklna, presented
by India {4/AC.135/21). ]

We have the draft resolution “ontaining‘a statement of principles

"5'

r't‘

concerning the deep ocean {loor prasenued by the United States

(8/AC.135/25).

The provisions of these drafts received varylng degrees of support

and without attempiing to assess at |';11:5 stagp tﬂe degree of support

that they attracted - as it is hoomdltlat the conﬂultatﬂcmc that

are

will be productive of an even usﬁaubr ?ad wider measure of

proceading w
varicus

than is now apparent - 1 Jnal merﬁly ist here tha

T

agreament
principles that have been proposed:
It was contended that any legal Fody of rules which would be

eventually formulated to govern act 1v1t1QS in Lhws area, as would

be necessary, should be based on certalnﬁg~ reral p'*--nc:Lplt_s°
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ed by all taat there 1s an area bayond the

N

1
limits of national jurisdiction and that this area is our concern.
This is not a principie but a recognition of an actual Pact which
should constitute the starting point of all our efFforts.

In the interesis of promoting international co-operation and to
facilitate it, it was felt that the precise limits of this areca
required more precise Jelinition and that it would be the
responsibility of the General Assembly to make appropriate
arrangements f£or an international review and examination of this
questionn. One suggestion made was that the convening of a third
conference on the law of the sea to consider the limits of the
continental shelf should be considered.

The principles enunciated were as Follows:
(a) the area in questiocn should be rséérded'as the common
heritage of mankind and as suci should not be subjiect to national

appropriation and claims to naticnal sovercignty or sovereign rights

|_.

k"

over any part of the area should not be allowed;

(b) the expioration and use of the sea-bed and ocean floor and
the subsoil thoersof beyond the limits of national jurisdiction shall
e carri=d on in the interests of mankind, taking into account the
needs of the developing nations, and in accordance with tha

iawv and thes Charter of the United WNations,

}_I

principles of internationa

due regard being had o the exercise of the fresdom of the nigh seas.

It was observed that the legal status of the superjacent waters and

he air space above shoulid not be affected; ,

"~ (¢) the area in question should be used exclusively for
peaceful purposes and its use for military purposes should be
prohibited;

(d). tha fFreadom of rezcarch should be maintained without

interference and discrimination against any State or iits nationals,

in accordance with international law.

hers was also some appreciation of the need for intermationally

agreed arrangements o govern or regulate the exploitation of the

resources oF this aresa,
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The need for considering, among other principles, the principle

" of responsibility and liability for damage caused in the marine

environmant as a result of exploration and exploitation activities

was stressed,

Finally, I come to the institutional arrangements relating Lo
the continuation of our work In Furtherance of our objective. On
this aspect, we hava the proposal of the Belgian delegation that the
General Assembly be asked to establish a commities with zpecific
terms of reference relating to all aspects of the item.

It was not intended that it should supplant any existing body,

least or all the IOC.
The terms of reference proposed for this standing committee in

the Belgian working paper {A/AC.135/29) are wider and more specific
than the Ad Hoc Commitctee's mandate. Paraqraph > ol the Belgian

working paper was withdravm by the Belgian delegate who had already

indicated that it was premature to consider the composition of the

committee.
Many delegations, while approving of the principle of a standing

commitiee, reserved their right to consider its proposed feris of

reference on 2 later and more appropriale occasion.
Bven these delegations which seemed to have a preference for the
continuation of the Ad Hoc Committee were prepared to agres o the

SUDLOIU.

idea of a standing committezs il it commanded general Do
The United Stats dengathu clarified the meaning of ths term

— i

"deep ocean floor® used by them in thelir draft resolution. They
stated that they used the tevwm for the sake of conciseness and meant
by it "the area of the sea-bad and the ocean {loor uvanderiying the

high seas beyond the limits of national jurisdiciion” and had
contemplation the area whose boundariass would becoms claarer waen
the limits of naticnal jurisdiction were more precisely definad.
We have already given attention to the proposals made

area and the pronibition of its use for

the rpeac=ful uses of the
?

military purposes and »roposals germane to that same concept - 23



concgingd in the dvaft resolutions present
States and the United Poputlic of Tanzania.
Cur final docisions will depand on the outoome of conzullbaticns

and negotiation: wvhich are now in progress. The results will be

reccrded in the relevenl =sqorion of our Tinal repor:, du

(EIERDIN SN

.y PR T S IR T S movm A e L oy e rpe e .
{ suon DhEomenal possibilibiss and caryving with o tlhe

na e




	MAIN MENU
	PREVIOUS MENU
	---------------------------------
	Search CD-ROM
	Search Results
	Print

