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.~,H.~.I O HE AD I - lOG C O i - ] M ! l q ' ~ [ ~  S ,. ATbl ' . I : :~:~ - B Y  T H E ,  l ~ P I ~ t ~ j , ;  _ 
• _ ~ : f f  . . . . . . . .  

AT ITS T~BNTY-FrRST ' ME~TING ON .:'/ ,-.u~-UST l t.'~,¢ 

i"h, st:.:.:~J~az',r wi. ~:_ b .~ 1-i.1-.:i:ed stric~ly, to mro~.cs,9.1<_ ~ha:t may ".. j 

" "'~"~ "P \ i . , '  "; ~'" i-,. -; "y, "'-" ;,', , ~  ,,.. .. ' " ,...~.~ p z " o p ~ : - - i - ~ . ,  b ' 2  o~:"ot :~: :  . . . . . . . . . . . .  :~: c a t - ' g o z . /  ¢,r- p r a c c  c a i  r e ~ ~ . s  o ~  

n , ' o m o i :  i n  .~ in~- " . . . . . .  " ...... ~--- u ~ez:.~a,::;_onal co-.operat o;, in the oxp].o~:a~:._.:.~, 

CO:qSmr:':Irai-io~! a-d t~se o? " '  " ,.:.",~ ~ea-bea and the o~e ~,-, ~o.or and th ;~ 
. . . . .  

- . ~ -~ . ~_ 

subso ! the-r'eoz as con~,.,~.au¢"~ in the ~it]e o_,': fh~, =~ :,n,4 ,..~" 

• .- 4-]- -~ the~:r "~csources Many o,.,J.~l: mat~e-,:s ":-hat }~-,e ai-o~a.~v beeL cove,"e:::] 4 ,,.. t.,,. - . "  ~ .  v . _ , , . . ,  . , ~ . j  - .  

• ~ . . . . . . . . . .  " " "  " " "  a l l  r ~  v , ' h  ' ~ : " '  ~ . , a : r ~  " b e ' P . i l  d u r : L n  9 ~ b e  , ~ - , r ! : : .  ~ " ] . i c , ~ , ~ s s  o n s  o £  o t _ . - ~ - - ~ t e i - n s  . . . . . . . . . . .  

': . . . . . . . .  d i i o~'~ r ' ~  -'.~ " dealt vith in my s~mE;~z .-,r .2. ,.z~ese scuss s ..:re s aft and 

~'e°,~;-.~d ro in the cours ~, .... .~-" z}le discussion_., o'n.., . . . .  the ,~-,-=cer:t-~_ i~=-,.-......,.~,~ but 

T see i%o T~£ ~" ~ - ~ "-~ :"'. _ _ ,:~]. need .~o r.e-~e -,~ to them i:,1 ~hl ~ si:.:,:~.r:&-y 

" _ . . . . . . . . . .  ,,,,~,]_ t a e e  ' .-._ On fhe q~:.-~,:-~on o2 exploration ti': ~.~ C~.: .... • - had -'~ proposal 

- -  .~ • ~., - ,.,, "~ 
o.~' t h e  u n i E e d  o t a t e s  d e ! ~ - g a t ~ . o n  t h a t  t h e  1 9 7 0 ' s  ~ e  ... .  - a p e d  a n  

_,~;', t e z - n a t  - . ,  o n a !  D e c a , i . e  o 2 0 c , - ~  a n  E x o i o z ' a : - i o n . , _  _ ' ~ L {  _.~ '~,.r.~-., : .sai. .  w a s  ':..'e ~_ c o m e : !  

by al . . . . .  ~ speak~'~s and Poux<..~,~ " "~ be co:mmenued" to the Gr~,.~,.~-~.~._~. __ Assembl~;., .. in ~-:,:~"_a s 

~o..~..ttee's --,=.~,:-,,t along w th th- var-:_ous observations made on -i t V,y 

delegates. 

On ti:e ques'-{on o9 consez'vatio4, one speci;'.[c proposal which :vas 

made mi ~' . . . . .  - . . . . . . . .  ,~ o~ appropr.iarely be brou,jht v!ithir~ the ~cop. -~ o2 th{ = as.~'=~t 02 

the i t era, ~.:{ z ° ~.:,e ~-,-~-~o ~. ~ lu oF ._ w~.:~_:_., contained i-~ the dra£t :-.~<.~ ton 

the delegate o£ Tceland ('~ /~c 13>/31) ~,-~car,4in,~ ~" 02 ~]~-~ _ _ ,.,-.; .,-,. . . . . .  ,., .., :, ~e study .... ~... 

means for minimizing '-he danger of pollution of Uhe marine environment 

",;/hich might ar.se from the explorat~on, and ,.~--.~o,~at'on~.:._ ~ 02 th~ s~a-bed,_ 

- ~ n e  idea has ~-ece~ ,~e '~ and ocean ¢'Ic.o. and the subso;l thereof ~' 

! 2"7 68-L8883 /. • • 
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suf£'cient support to justi£y its inclusion in our report as one o2 

.tn.= p-.-'act{cal means ~hich was ~e!comed and which the Committee ~ould 

be prepaPed to commend to the General Assemb!y's considerat{,_~n. In 

#at=, it would be more ,_-or.Pect to say .)at ti:e -idea received almost 

unanimous support. 

There is, next, the question o.£ the use o.£ the sea-bed and the 

• '-<~!: subsoil .thereo.£ and o._P their r'esources ocear. £iooP and ,=~_ _ . 

We have:..had many];..p:~:oposa!s on th s aspect the itei,~, in the O ~  

• 

"% "~ t " " ~ " • r ' r l  +oPm o+ aza.:~ re/olu"tions, and dra.~-t declai~at ons +hese deal. with 
, .. + < ........ . . .:-~. 

,_ . . ~ e : . ~ - a .  D.~_.~p!es wh~ s erve as the :,-oundatio ~ 
• "~ -',. ,;, ~ , L T . T " ; ' "  " ~ "  .< ,. ~i:  • ..';" " ' 

o.,.- £t..'.ture z n t  " ..... " .... ' ~ ~ ~- ~ :' " er, nat~onal.~.:.~o-o~e~a,_~on az~d ~uture activities in rela-cion 
• , . ~ < : q )  . . -  . . . . "  , . . . .  

t o  t h e  u s e  o f  t h e  sea  .... bed  en"d:-obcean £ ! o o r .  

There was also ~he pi~oposal relatin~ to the institutional 
. .. 

r_,n~ed study o_.~ this item directed arrangements necessary £o~::.~bn' ~ ~ 

towai~ds t h e  r e a l i z a t i o n  o£ o u r  o b j e c t i v e .  

We have  b e £ o r e ~ u s  t h e  dma£t  d e c l a P a t i o n  o.8 l e g a l  p m . _ n c i p i e s  

g o v e r n i n g  t h e  m e s e - - v a t i o n  e x c l u s i v e l y  2 o r  p e a c e £ u l  p u r p o s e s  o£ t h e  
,~- . • , . , -  

s e a - b e d  and ocean £1oor-,  a n d  t h e s u b s o i l  t h e r e o ~ ,  u n d e r l y i n g  t h e  

h i g h  seas  beyond  t h e  l i m i t s  o£ p r e s e n t  n a t i o n a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  and 
. . . . . . . . .  

t h e  u s e s  o2 t h e ' i  ~ P e s o u r c e s  n t h e  i n t e r ,  e s t s  o£ mank in .d ,  p r e s e n t e d  

by India (A/AC.135/21)o 
~,. 

We have the draft resolution containing a statemen~ ~,_ o.£ pPinciples 

concerning the deep ocean Floor p-~esented by the United States 

The p r o v i s i o n s  o_,? t h e s e  d r a £ t s  pe:ae~:ved v a r y i n g  ,.'ffeg~ees o P s u p p o ~ t  
. . . .  

and "~vith,.'out a t t e m p t i n g  t o  a s s e s s  a t  t h i s  s t a g e  t h e  degz~ee o2 s u p p o r t  
, ,. ., 

t h a t  t~e] .  ." a ~ c t r a c t e d -  as i t  i s  h o p e d  t h a t  t h e  c o n s u l t a t i o n s  t h a c  a i a  
%5.  . .  :.; ' , , '  

p r o c e e d i n a  ~ i l l  be p r o d u c t ' v e  o£ an e v e n  ~_~,_,~ateP and  ",videz. measu-~e-, o9 

a ~ e e m e n t  t h a n  i s  no,~.~ a p p a r e n t  - I s h a l l ,  m e t , e l y  l i s t  hePe th.e v a r i o u s  

p~{'~c{ples that have been proposed: .. ,. 

I t  ,;zas c o n t e n d e d  t h a t  any  l e g a l  b o d y - o £  P u l e s  ~ h i c h  w o u l d  be 

e v e n t u a l l y  £ o r m u i a t e d  t o  g o v e r n  a c t i v i * - ~ e s . i n  ' ~ , ~  th~s_ a r e a ,  as  vzou]d_ 
. , , .  . ' 

be n e c e s s a r y ,  s h o u l d  be b a s e d  on c e i ~ t a i n : , g e n e ~ ~ a l  p ~ , ' . i n c i p l e s .  

/ 
/ • @ o 
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• ~ ~las been ~.ecog~ized by all that tner.e is an area beyond the 

treat this area is oul ~ concern. limits of national jurJsd~ctio~ and ~ 

This is not a principle but a z'ecognition oi .~ an actual Fact ~vhich 

should_ constitute the _~tarting point or_ al ~± ou-, ~ ~_~ .... ort.s. 

In the interests o.C nromot-: n~ J.:.'~ ternati ona! co-on,~rat ~_ on and t o -- .. <TJ -- -- ~ ~" 

facilitate it, it ~.~Jas felt that the precise limits o£ this area 

~mequired more precise de~in'tion and that it -~vould be the 

responsibility o£ the General Assembly to make approp:~ate 

arran[ements ~o_~ an intei'.national revie~v and examination oE this 

ques[ion, One sug@estion made was that the convening o~? a third 

conference on the la~ ~ of the sea to cons idei ~ the limits o£ the 

continental shelf should be considered° 

The principies enunciated ~,rere as Follows" 

(a) ~he~ area in quest-~on_~_ shouT d_ _ be re arded as the common 

~~taqe of mank nd e~d as such should not be subject to nationa]. 

app_~opz'iation and claims to national sove.vei~<nty or sover'eign i~:Lghts 

over any pa.v.t o£ the a-r~ea should not be allo~ved; 

(b) the expio-~'ation and use ol ~ the sea-bed and ocean £Ioo~ ~ and 

the subso~ ~ th.e- ~ ~' . ._ _ _~. z ~ o _ ~  beyond the limits o,F national jur.isrliction shall 

be carried on in the interests o E  mankind~ takin~ into account the 

needs of the deve!opin[ nations, and in accordance with the 

principles ol ~ inter~at{onal ia~;~ and the Chartez' o.~ the United Nations, 

due re~a~d being had co ~he exez~ci~e o.8 the ~:~a _. . . . .  = ..... om o~ the high seas. 

It '~as obser.ved that the le[ial status of the superjacent ~ate~s and 

the air space above should not be aFEected~ 

(c) the area in question should be used exclusively .for 

peaceful purposes aa~d it_s use 2or militaz~y purposes should be 

prohibited; 

(d) the E:.~eedom of .r:esea.~rch should be maintained ~.,~ithout 

inter:?erence an(] discrimination aNainst any State or its nationals, 

in acco.mdance ~.vJth inter.national la,~o 

Tb.e~e v!as also some appreciation o£ the need for inteinationally 

ag_~eed ar~-.a~_~ements to gove~n or reins.late the exploitation o2 the 

resources o_.? th's a~ea. 
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The need }'or considering, among other principles, the principle 

o£ responsibility and liability £o.~ damage caused in the marine 

envi . . . . .  ~on,~...ent as a result of e×ploration and e×ploitat[on activities 

~vas stressed° 

Finally, I come to the institut[ona! arrangements relating ~to 

the conti.nuation o£ our ~vo:rk in .Furtherance o£ our objective° On 

this aspect, we have the pr-oposal o£ the Belgian delegation that the 

General Assembly be asked to establish a committee v{ith speci_~<c 

terms o.£ reference relating to all aspects o£ the item. 

It was not intended that it should supplant any existing body, 

least o_8 all the IOCo 

The terms o.F re~erence proposed £or this standing committee in 

the Belgian working paper (A/AC.135/29) are ~lider and more specific 

than the Ad Hoc Commitcee's mandate. Paragraph 5 o ~' the Belgia]~ 

v,'orking paper ~yas ~.vthdra,,wl by the Beicj-ian delegate ~vho had already 

indicated that it ,,yap premature to consider the composition o£ the 

c o~.~ni t tee. 

Many de].egat[ons, ~J1hile app~'oving o.8 the principle o£ a sta~ding 

_ ~ ~ ,. -~~ t e r ~ ~ . s  0.~ c o r m ~ L i t t e e ,  r e s e r v e d  t h e i r  r [ g h t  t o  c o n q i a e r  i t s  p P o ~ o s ~  
. . .  

re£erence on a later' and more appropriate occasion. 

Evei,1 those delegations which seemed to have a pre£erence £or tha 

continuation o£ the Ad Hoc Committee were prepared to asree to the 
, ,~ _ _  

idea of- a standing committee i£ it commanded general suppom:c. 

.7~,~:,:e Uuited States del~ation~ clar.[[-'~ed__ the meaning 0£' the term 

"deep ocean floor" used by them in their dra£t resolution° They 

stated that they used the term .£or the sake o.~ conciseness and meant 

by it "the area oF the se~-b.~a and the ocean -~ u~, . . _,.oo::o ~ .depiying the 

high seas beyond the '~mits o£ nationa~_ jurisdiction: a~-:u had in 

contemplation the area ~'-.mo~e boundaries ,:could become clearer t.,'hen 

the limits o£ national jurisdiction ",.vere mope precisely defined. 

• ~'~ proposai¢ made to ensur~ We have already given at tent.:ton to -.~.= _ - 

the ~,=aceFul uses o9 the area and ~h~ - ' " ~ ._ __ pron.~_bit~on . . . . . . .  o_8 its us~ ~or. 

mili;fary purposes and proposals germane to that sa;,~.e ,.concept - as 

/ 
/ o ~, o 
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c o r [ r . E , i . t ' e d  i n  th{ d ~ - a f t  r.'eno].utions p:r.esente,..~, b y  the 

States a-c!d the U:r~.i:-ed Repute!it of" I,::,nzar~:[a. 

Oft, . . . . . . . . . .  f"[nal d,,,-is:[c)ns w i ] 1 de~-n(]~ ,_. on the ouv..c.],ne 

and negoiriations W ! ' l i C h  & ] . " r s  ~ l r . W f  l [ i  p z o g . v e s s , ,  

_ - p e c ' - , . r d e d .  ,_, - i y ]  . . . . .  t h = -  ~ - e l e v a . J : ] f :  .-'T-,-.:.c"- o R  o " ou.',: ' " " rJ.,.:,_~" 

• t :  . . . .  , .  :i; ,_,: - s { d , : - . : , : ' a  ~ . r,:-,..__: <.-. . . . . . .  :- :" .. , r ~ a . ? c  o -  t ; ~ . a  ,: n a  - : . , ~ m o  . . . . . .  • . . . .  . 
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• , o 
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• --,-o:.r..., ~ e  o ZnC,..._,_CU.L c:,.,z"-" b eT~<'2 t- b o - r h  m a : - , : - , r , - , a i  aT,_,~ o e 
• o . .  

., ,~ i :  " :':,..2 < : e : : b , - ~ < ' ~ i  -~" c.£: t]::,:. ' T h - - , - [ e  N ~ , -  o;.'.,S a:..~ t o  a l l  . . . . .  i '_ , "d . . . .  ~ . . .  ,,z:~.]!K 

U S S R ,  t h , - -  U n . L ~ : e d  

o £  consul t,-:.-~t io1~s 

T h e  - c e s u ! t s  w i l l  be..-,, 

" ' ~ " r " O P  '" '.~I".': 'q , l  ~ - -  : -,, • ..~U'. i t '  .L. ,' ~ C', 

' e,L e ga ~ on s I ! 
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L : , ,  ac.h;]..,-,,:._,_;,=~g._ " a m a a s u  -. '=- . . . . . . .  o .F '  a g P e e ~ n e n ,  . . . . .  v : T h ;  c k  ,:,.~:,. ,_ ~.,.-' ,.i 
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