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AD HOC COk@{ITTEB TO STUDY THE 
PEACEFUL -USES OF THE SEA=BED 
AND THE OCEAN FLOOR BEYOND THE 
LIMITS OF NATIONAL JURISDICTION : . #  
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The General Assembly~ ..... 

_p,.ecalli~n_q its resolution 2340 (XXII) of 18 December 1967~ oD. the 

"Examination of the question o£ the reservation exclusively £or 

peace£ul purposes o£ the sea-bed and ocean £1oor,~ and the subsoil 

thereo£~ underlying the high seas~ beyond the limits o£. present 

na£i0nal" jurisdiction~ and the use o£ their resoul;ces in the interests 

o£ mankind" ~ " ' "  

Beari.n~ginmin_d the perspectives that technological advances . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

have opened up with regard to the sea-bed and ocean floor~ and the 
• -. . , 

subsoil thereo£~ as re.letted tO in the title 69 the item.~ an .area 
.. 

~Jhich consti tutes the maj 0r" ~o~~o,oon 09 the eax ~°~.~n sur,~ace ~ 
• . 

Co,.u is d e.r!:nq tha.t the -- =~'" ~ ~Se ai%d exploitation o£ the 

resources o£ this a'rea~ and the s n b s o i l  themeo£ a~ce a ma~.u_r o.,~ 
-.. 

common interest to a!% .mankJ, nd~ - ............ " .. . 

Convinced that the exp!o:eat~o :~ ~~- ~:~¢] e..,,~Dloit "- '"  " a c:~,on o~ "the 

sea-bed and ocean £1oo,~ ~ a~d the sub~.o ~ 7 ~:.9;ex eox as re.eermerl to ~ n 
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the tiL.1 e o: the item~ s~:?.ould be carried on £om the benefit 0.8 a>~..,. 

States~ :.vhether coastal or la..:ad-lockedD and specially For the 

b....ne~, it o£ the develop countries,~ . . . . . . .  .ing tmkin.g into account the 

interests o£ the coastal States in the protection~ conservation and 

explo.taL.ion o£ <.he resources that lie ~.vithin their jurisdictions. 

Recognizing that the ~esemvation o£ this ~eea e~.cclusively :~o~2 

peaceful purposes ~rill serve the principles and purposes o£ the -- 

the cause o£ mankind~ Charter o£ the United Nations and thereby -' 

Believing-als0 that-the use o£ the -,s. ea-bed .and ocean Floor should 

contribute to strengthen c0-0perati0n am..d assistance among States~ 
., 

Firmly convinced, that the explol-ation~ use and exploitation o£ < n _  : ~ & _  _ o~ 

the sea-bed and ocean £!oor~ and the subsoilthereo£~ as r@.£erred to 
. . . .  .. 

in the title o£ the item~ should con£omm to.the purposes and 

principles o£ the Charter o£ the United Nations £o as to safeguard 

international peace and security,, ensure, t!ne. territorial inte.grity 

o9 States and promote international c0-operation 

Considering Further that the United Nations has the 

responsibility For the promotion o£ the common in£erest o£ mankind in 

the exploration, use and exploitation 0.8 the sea-bed and ocean £1oor~ 
• . 

and ..... the subsQil £her_eo£ p as referred to-in_the ticbl-e .... o£Lthe item~ 
. 

Recognizin~ the need For promoting scientific investigation on 

the peacezul utilization o£ the sea-bed and the oce~%n .£1oor~ and the 

subsoil thereo£~ as referred to in the title o£ the item~ and the 

importance o£ Furthering international co-ope.ration in such 
...... -. . . . . . . .  ,2, ~ ,... " . . . .  

inve S £i-@--a£ l on~ 

MindFul o£ the necessity o£ establishing general principles to 
# 

.guide all activities in the exp!omation~ use and e~.~cploitation o£ the 

sea-bed and ocean floor~ and the subsoil the.~.~eo£~ as referred to in 

the title o£ the item, ........ 

Declares the £ollo~ving gene~a] p~./incJ.jml___es: 

l o The sea-bed ~d ocean ~$1oo:¢~ and the subsoil thereo£~ as 

~ ~ .~ r ~ ~:,n~_ c o m m o n  ..... e.,~ 1 ca~ .e  o £  r . . . , ~ e r z e ~  t o  ~ n  t h e  t i t l e  o.~ ~ _ h e i t e m ~  a ~ e  - "  h :~'--~ " 
-. 

mankind and no Sta~.e'- m<¢ claim or exe,~.~ "~'c~ s~ s~.~-~ ~ntv Over any mar~~ 

o.~ . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  t h e  a r e a  ~ . ~ e n t i o n e d  ~ n  r e s o l u t i o n  234-0...,'.(~'"'~)~-...~.~,,..,..~, 

O O O 

.-...~ 
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2 0  The explo:cation,.., u~.~e~ and e~.~D!oiea~,~on,. ~.~ ~-. . . . . .  of tne~ sea=bed a n d  

.... .,. e~ ,  e x . .  e c .  t o  i n  u l . e  " t i t !  . . . . . .  t n e ~ .  e o . . . ,  . . . . .  ocean Ploor~ and the subsoil .~ ,~-~ P as "~ ~ ~ -I -~ o,? 

~.he item~ sha]l be c " ~  ° .... am ..... ed on e~.cclnsiveiy Bor peace.Sul pu]cpose$~ 

3 The e~..(plomation0 rose and exploitat~on of ~hzs ar~a~ ~- ..... 

. . ~he ite.m~ .. subsoil thereo£v as ~.~e£erred to in the title o.P. ~ " shall be 

• mank]_nd~ C ~% " azr].ed out f o x '  the benefit and in the inte].~est o£ " "  
-5 

4o The explora,.zon and use 0f the sea-bed and ocean £1oo.m.~ a~%d 

the subsoil thereo£~ as retorted to in ".,.he title o£ the l uem~'- and the 

exp oitation o£ their m-esonrces shall be cal~.ied on in accordance ivith 
. . 

the principles and purposes o£ the Chax ~.ez of the United Nations and 

an international .~egime to be established with the purpose of 

contributing to the maintenance of international peace and security~ 
.. 

the respect tom the territorial in ' ~ ' "  te.g]:z~y o£ States and the interests 

o£ the coastal States, and the promotion 0.8 economic development, 

particularly that ~o£ the developing countries, whether coastal or 

land-locked; 

5o The international regime to be established shall., also 

consider the way for the most appropriate and equitable application 

o£ bene£its obtained £rom the exploration~ use and exploitation o£ 

the sea-bed and ocean £1oor and the subsoil thereo£~ as regerged to 

in the title o£ the item, through a 'suitable international machine_~y, 

£or the economic~ social~ scienti£iC "and technological progress o9 the 

developing countries; 

6~ Al-l---ae%i-v-ities in the sea-bed and ocean £-loor~__and the 

s~bsoil thereo£~ as retorted to in the title o£ the i tem~ shall 

con£orm to the £ollo~ving guide!ines~ aimed at protecting the ri~ht£ul 

interests o£ other States: 

(a) no impediment shall be created to navigation and _~ishing 

nor shall there ]me undue inter£e:eence ,J ~ .... th the layin9 and ~..h_ 

maintenance o£ " suomazine cables and pipelJ..,~ne=,~; 

(b) coastal States cl e " H in which an~I activities os ~s C tO ~,,.~,e a~.~ea .... ,,~ 

occur sha],l be consulted lest thei:¢-~" z.~.%,.e..e ° ~. xgb.t.~ul " "  "" ~ st be harmed,~ 

(c) any such activity must take . i n~ . . .~O ~- " "~ '  "" ,.~ • '" ~,....~.~..ount ~..he economic 

interests o£ the developin9 countries so as ~.~.ot to be detmimen'- ~, 
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",~ ~ . .  <Ivl ~les unde~2token ~vithin the na~:.io~<~a~ ~,:~., par,_icular,~ to the ac ~" " ' ""  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  "-~ ......... 

jurisdictions o £  those countr'J.e;,; ~ 

(d) appropriate sa£ety measuz~es shall be adopted in all 
-. 

• '-- -~i - "- ~ion o£ the area and ac~.ivities o9 #-~]o.~.~a,.._,.on l~se and e,..,pioit¢.~ 

international co~ope~a..~.ion ~ ~or assistance : in ca=e o£ mishap s]~all b~, 
• - -. - ,:~. - . . . .  

£acilitated; 
~- ~ L .-o (e) pollution o£ L~.e waters o£ the ma~Pine environment, 

specially radioactive contamination, shall be avoided by means o£ 

international co-0Peration 

(£) no damage shall be caused to animal and plant li£e in tl!'n~ ...... 

marine environment 
• .. 

". "~°ies entail ].iability (9) d~ma.ges caused by ~y such ac ~Iv~ ,. o 
• . 

7~ The sea-bed and ocean £!oor0 and-the subsoil thereo£~ as 

re£erred to in the title o £  the item~ shall be open to scienti£ic 

inVestigation~ wit4aout discrimination~ and States shall £oster 

international co-operation in this investigation so as to enable a l l  

States to have access to it~ disseminate its results and provide. _ 

technical assistance to the developing coun~-~'u~:les~o 

8~ The United Nations in co-operation %vith the specialized 
• 

agencies and the .... IA~ll--~.a]¢e~-adeq1~ate measures ~o .... ensum~e,_ .............. 
• : • oo  

o b s e r v a n c e  o £  t h e s e  g e n e r a l  p r i n c i p l e s  a n d  ~ i d e l i n e s  a n d  t h e  

i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o £  t h e  o b j e c t i v e s  s e t [  £ o r t h  i n  t h i s  d e c l a r a t i o n  v z i t h  

the aim o£ .promoting international co=operation in this £ield~ 

.: .° 
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