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AD HOC COMMITTEE TO STUDY THE

T PRACEFUL USES OF THE SEA-BED
AND THE OCEAN FLOOR BEYOND THE
LIMITS OF NATIONAL JURISDICTION

Working papexr on the draft Declaration of General
FPrinciples proposed by Argenting, Brazil, Cevlion, .
Chile, bBcuador, Bl Salvador, Ilndia, Kenva, Liberia,
Libya, Pakistan, Peru, Thailand, United Arab
Republic and United Republic o Tanzania concerning
the i1tem "Examination of the question of the
reservation exclusively for-peaceful purposes of
the sea=bed and the ocean FLoor, and the subsoil
thereol, underiving the ligh seas bevond the limits
of present national jurisdiction, and the use of
thelr resources in ohe interests of mankind®

The General Aqsembly9
Recalling its resolution 2340 (thI) of 18 December 19679 on the
"hExamination of the question of the reservatlon exclusively for

peacefu] purposes of the sea-bed and ocean floor, and the svbdovl
caereof underlying the high seas, beyomd the limits of present
-aatlonal Jurlsdlctlon, and the uS@ of thelr resources in the interests
of manklnd" o

o Bearinq‘in'mind the perspectives that technological advances-

have oPened up with regard to the qeamned and ocean Ffloox, and the
subsoil Thernofo as vePerred tO in the flfle QP the item, an area
which constitutes the major’ pew ion of the earth surface,

§0n51der1ng that the explovation, wse and ex9101tat1@n of the
resources of this area, and the quhq@ﬂ1 ?h@%e@f av@ a matter of
common interest to all mankind,

Convinced thaL the ezpla?aa“ﬁmp nsd 836 exploitation of the

sea-bed and ocean ‘Floor, and the subsoil :h@f@©$p as referyed Lo in
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the title of the item, should he carried on for the benefit @f aii
States, whether coastal or 1andmlcckedp and specially for the
onefit of the developing countries, taking,intg'acﬁmunt.the
interests of the coastal States in the pratection, conservation and
exploitation of the resources that lie within their jurisdiction,

Recognizing that the reservation oﬁ'“hlq area excluslvely For
peaceful purposes will serve the principles and purposes of the
Charter of the United Nations and thereby the caunse of mankind,

Believing also that the use of the sea-bed.and ocean £loor should
contribute to strengthea comoperatlon and aSQ1stance among States,

Flrmly_conv1nceg that the exploration, use and exploitation of
the sea~bed and ocean floor,'and'the qubsoil"thereof} asfréferred to
in the title of the item, should confowm to . the purposes and |
pr1nc1ples of the Charter 0f the Untted Nations so as to safeguard
international peace and security, ensure-the-terr;torlal integrity
of States and promote international co-opération, '

Concidering further that the United Nations has the
responsibility for the promotion of the common interest of manklnd in
the exploratlony use and exp101uatlon of the seambed and ocean Floorp
andmifagsubsgll_thereof, as referred to ln_Ihe_iltiefof the 1tem9

‘Recognizing the need for promotlng scientific 1nvest1gatlon on
the peaceful utilization of the sea=bed and the ocean £1loor, and the
subsoil Th@reolp as referred to in the title of the item, and the

Loy

importance of furthering international COwOPeTaLlOﬂ in such B

Y

investigation, o _
Mindful of the nece531hy of establlshlnq general prjnc1ples to

guide all activities in the exploraiion, use amd exploltatlon of the
sea=bed and ocean floor, and LheAsubsozl thereofg_gs referred to in
the title of the iten, A A_" e ' o
Declares the following qene?ai prlmc .ples:
1.  The sea-bed and ocean f£loor, amd the 5ungeil'thcw;0°’ as
refer rred to in the title of the.-uﬂnﬁayo ?ﬁh Ccommon hcﬁltaao of
mankind and no State nay claim or exercise s @vomowﬁm%v ovnw any pavu

of the area mentioned in resolution 2340 (XXII);
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The_éxplorationg use and exploitatimn of the sea-bhed and
ocean floor, and the subgoil_thereofg as referved to in the ritle of
the item, shall be carviad on éxclusively for peaceful pPurposes;

| 3. The'explqratiana.use'and exploitatiom of this area, and the
subsoil theréof as refér?éd'to in the title of the item,:qhall be
carried out for the ‘benefit and in the interest of menkind;

4o The eyploraflon and use of the qeanbed and ocean P1og?9:WWd
the subsoil thereof, as referred to in the title of the item, and the
exploitation of their resources shall be carried on in accordance with
the principles and purposes of the Charter of the United Nations and
an international'regimg o be established with the purpose of
contributing to the maintenance of international peace and securiiy,
the respeci for the territorial integrity of States and the interests
of the coastal States, and the promotion of economic developmentu
partlcularly that "of the ‘developing countries, whether coastal or
land~-locked; _

S The lnternatlonal regime to be established shall also
consider the way for the most appropriate and equltable application
of benefits obtained from the exploration, use and exploitation of
the sea-bed and ocean floor and the subsoil’ thereof, as referred to
in the title of the item, through a ‘'sultable international machinery,
for the econom;.c:p social, scientific’ and technological proqress of the

developing countrles,
6.  All-activities in the sea-=bed and ocean f£loor and the

subsoil theregf, as referred to in the title of the item, shall
conform to the following guidelines, aimed at protecting the rightful
interests of other States: |

(a) no 1mped1ment shall be created to navigatrion and Ffishing
nor shall there be undue interfevence with the laying and the
maintenance of submarine cables and pipelines;

(b} coastal States closest to the avea in which any actzVLale%

occur shall be consulted lest their rightful initerest be harmed;

(c) any such. wc?1v1ty mast take . 1mr@_a@c0unb the economic
interests of the deveioplnq countries o as not 1o be detrimental,
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in particular, e the activities undertak@m=withim_the_natiﬂmal
Jurisdictions of those countries; | '

(d) appropriate safety measures %hﬂl? bﬁ adopted in all
activities of exploration, use and owplolfauvﬂn 0f the area and
international COﬂQﬂGrﬁLlOn for assistance wn caso o mlsbap ah,lj ba
Facilitated;. ' _ o _

- (e) pollution OFf Lbe waters of the mavine environment,
specially radicactive contamination, 5h311 be avoidad.by'means of
international co-operation; _ | ._

(£) no damage shall be cauged to amlmal and plant 1life in the
marine env1ronment; S

(g) damages caused by any svch activities entall liability.

7. The sea=bed and ocean fl@@rﬂ and the subsoil thereof, as
referred to in the title of the itvem, shall be opén to_séi@ntific
investigation, without discrimination, amd States shall foster
international co-operation in this investigation so as to enlee ail
States to have access to 1it, dlssemlnat@ its results and prmv1ge '
technical assistance to the developlnq countries; '

8. The United Nations in co-operation w1th the spec;allzcé
agencies and the- IAE%—shail—%ak9~ad@quat@ m@a%ur@g to ensmrauihe
ochservance of these general pr1n01ples andl quldellneq and the
implementation of the objectives set foxrth in this d@claratzen Wlth
the aim of promoting international comoperatlen in this field.
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