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£PENING OF THE FIRST MEETING BY THE SECRETARY-GENERAL 

The SECRETARY-GENERAL declared open the first meeting of the 

Ad Hoc Committee to Study the Peaceful Uses of the Sea-bed and the Ocean Floor 

beyond the Limits of National Jurisdiction. The work assigned to the Ad Hoc 
... 

Committee was of great importance, firstly~ because the seas and oceans were 

estimated to cover approximately five sevenths of the total surface of the earth 

and the vast areas underlying the high seas beyond the limits of present national 

jurisdiction were a common heritage of mankind~ and, secondly, because the pace of 

progress in the development of science and technology was such that more and more 

of the sea-bed and ocean floor was becoming accessible and could be exploited for 

scientific, economlc, military and other purposes. 

It appeared from the debate in the General Assembly, which had resulted in 

the establishment of the Ad Hoc Committee by a unanimous vote~ that a careful 

study of the question ought to be undertaken. It was a complex matter, touching 

on various Spheres of human activity and national interest. Some of the questions 

raised required urgent decisions and answers, and failure to come to grips with 

them in good time would undoubtedly increase the magnitud~ of the problems. 

International co-operation in that field was indispensable. Any exploration 

and exploitation of the sea-bed and ocean floor should be conducted in accordance 

with the purposes and principles of the Charter of the United Nat ions~ in the 

interest of maintaining international peace and security~ and for the benefit of 

all mankind. 

He was happy to see the representatives of the specialized agencies and of 

the International Atomic Energy Agency present at the meeting~ and he hoped that 

they would be able to assist the Ad Hoc Committee in its heavy and challenging 

task. He had no doubt that their c~-operation in that field was vital. 

ELECTION OF THE CHAIRMAN 

The SECRETARY-GENERAL noted that the consultations which were being 

held regarding the election of the Chairman of the Ad Hoc Committee had not been 

concluded. He therefore suggested that the election should be deferred. 

r\ i~ ° ° o 
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After a discussion in which Mr. CISS (Senegal), Mr. PI~ERA (Chile)~ 

Mr. ~Amm~0V (Bulgaria) ~na M~. ~~S (~cuado~) p~tioipated, t~e 

SECRETARY-GENERAL suggested that the election of the Chairman should be deferred 

until the afternoon of Tuesday~ 19 March. 

The meeting rOse at ii.30 a.m. 

. . °  



-7- A/AC .135/SR.2 

SUMMARY RECORD OF THE SECOND MEETING 

Held on Tuesday, 19 March 1968~ at 8 p.m. 

CONTENTS 

Election of officers 

Programme of work 

Actin~ Chairma n- 

Chairman- 

Rapporteur: 

Mr. NESTERENKO 

Mr. AMERASINGHE 

Mr. GAUCI 

Under-Secretary-General for 
Political and Security 
Council Affairs 

Ceylon 

Malta 

D @ @  



A/AC • 13 5/SR .2 -8 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS 

Mr. ABDEL--HAMID (United Arab Republic) nominated Mr. Amerasinghe (Ceylon) 

for the office of Chairman. 

Mr. YUNUS (Pakistan); Mr. PI[~ERA (Chile), Mr. MISHRA (India), 

Mr-TOMOROWICZ (Poland) and Mr. PARDO (Malta) seconded the nomination. 

Mr-Amerasinghe (Ceylon) was elected Chairman bY acclamation. 

The CHAIRMAN announced that, following consultations, it had been agreed 

that there should be four Vice-Chairmen" Mr. Tomorowicz (Poland)~ Mr. Waldron-Ramsey 

(United Republic of Tanzania), Mr. Pifiera (Chile) and Mr. Evensen (Norway), who would 

be called upon to take the Chair, if necessary~ in the order in which he had 

announced their names. It had also been agreed that Mr. Gauci (Malta) should be 

the Rapporteur of the Ad Hoc Committee. 

PROGRAMME OF WORK 

T h e CHAIRMAN said that, following consultations, it had been decided to 

establish two working groups of the whole, one to deal with legal matters and the 

other to deal with technical and economic matters. 

It had been agreed that the officers of the Legal Working Group should be: 

Chairman" Mr. Benites (Ecuador); Vice-Chairman: Mr. Yankov (Bulgaria); Rapporteur" 

Mr. Abdel-Hamid (United Arab Republic); and that the officers of the Technical and 

Economic Working Group should be" Chairman: Mr. Denorme (Belgium); Vice-Chairman" 

Mr. Arora (India); and Rapporteur" Mr. Prohaska (Austria). 

He wished to place on record that, through informal consultations3 it had been 

agreed among the members of the Committee that it would be the intention of all 

members of the Committee and of such subsidiary bodies as might be created to 

conduct their work in such a way that they would be able to reach agreement in their 

work without the need for voting. Unless he heard any objection, he would state 

that the Committee agreed to that common understanding which would be on record. 

Mr. WALDRON-RAMSEy (United Republic of Tanzania) said his delegation 
= . . . .  ..... 

considered that~ unless there were very far-reaching and compelling reasons for 

doing so, no organ of the General Assembly should deviate from the normal procedures 

@ @ @  



-9- A/Ac .13 5/s}{ .2 

(Mr. Waldron-Ramsey, Tanzania) 

of the Assembly. He was not satisfied that such reasons existed in the present 

c ase~ and he could not therefore agree with the last statement made by the 

Chairman. He hoped that further consultations would be held on the matter before 

a final decision was taken. 

The C}~_&~ pointed out that, before he had been able to complete his 

statement~ the representative of the United Republic of Tanzania had asked for the 

floor. He had intended suggesting, and would do so now, that~ in view of the 

lateness of the hour~ any members who might wish to make observations on his 

statement regarding the conduct of business might defer making them until the 

Committee ' s next meeting. 

it was so a~reed. 

The meet.l.n..g rose .... a t_ 8-252_.m. 

D Q @ 
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PROGRAMME OF WORK (A/AC. 135/I and Add. i and 2) (c0ntinued) 

The CHAIRMAI~ welcomed the presence of representatives of the specialized 

agencies, whose contributions to the deliberations of the Ad Hoc Committee would 

be appreciated. 

Mr. POPPER (United States of America)said that the sea-bed and the 

ocean floor presented mankind with a great potential, and that efforts should be 

made to turn those capabilities to advantage through increased international 

co-operation. With that end in view, the General Assembly, at its twenty-second 

session, had established the Ad Hoc Committee, the broad purpose of which was to 

facilitate the exploration and use of the sea-bed and the ocean floor, and the 

subsoil thereof, for the benefit of all mankind. In order to foster the spirit 

of co-operation, the Committee would have to eXamine carefully the studies which 

would be furnished to it by the Secretary-Genera!, as well as the information and 

suggestions Submitted by many Governments and inter-governmental organizations. 

In addition~ account should be taken of certain matters pertaining to the deep 

oceans which could not be separated from the problems of the peaceful uses of 

the sea-bed and the ocean floor; In that connexion, he recalled that his 

delegation had proposed to the General Assembly, at its twenty-second session, 

the establishment of a committee on the oceans and had spelt out the rationale 

for the creation of such a committee on 8 November 1967. 

He also noted that the President of the United States had suggested the idea 

of launching, in 1970, an international decade of ocean exploration. No single 

country was sufficiently endowed with wealth and talent to be able to investigate 

the sea-bed and the ocean floor in a systematic way. In that field, the 

acquisition of further knowledge and the exploitation of existing resources called 

for extensive international co-operation. It was to be hoped that nations would 

together define the methods and objectives of a programme of collaboration with 

the United Nations and its specialized agencies, in particular the Intergovernmental 

Oceanographic Commission of UNESCO~ the Committee on Fisheries of the FA0, and 

the World Meteorological Organization. An exchange of views on that subject could 

be undertaken in the Committee itself, as well as outside it, and members might 

wish to consider the formulation of appropriate proposals for consideration by 

°°° 
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(Mr. Popper, united States) 

the General Assembly at its twenty-third session. Projects envisaged for the 

decade could include, in particular, studies of the living resources of the sea, 

the preparation of ocean floor and continental shelf maps, coring and drilling, 

and the investigation of basic ocean processes such as current systems and the 

interaction between sea and atmosphere. Those objectives, and any which might be 

proposed by other Governments, could be analysed and combined into an over-all 

programme by a suitable expert body. 

Where the Ad Hoc Committee's immediate tasks were concerned, he thought that 

the work of the current session should be confined to the organization of the 

Committee and the establishment of the general range of its work, without 

engaging in prolonged debate on the views expressed. His delegation was pleased 

that two specialized working groups had been established. The Technical and 

Economic Working Group~ in its report, should provide the Committee with a sound 

technical assessment of the implications of the Secretary-General's studies and 

of the proposals made by Member States. His delegation hoped that that Working 

Group would also give consideration to the relevance of an international decade 
b 

of ocean exploration. The Legal Working Group might tackle legal problems in the 
b 

light of the existing law and outline general principles to guide the activities 

of States and their nationals in the exploration and use of the deep ocean floor. 

That work would serve to strengthen international co-operation and help to avoid 

conflicts. In view of the important issues involved, it would be well for the 

two working groups and the Ad Hoc Committee itself to carry out their work on 

the basis of consensus. 

He recalled that the resolution establishing the Ad Hoc Committee had been 

adopted as the result of a proposal submitted by the Maltese delegation, and he 

stressed that the implications of the Maltese proposal could not be assessed until 

the legal, scientific and technical studies which the Committee proposed to 

undertake had been carried out. It was only then that States might consider 

accepting contractual obligations. Because that process would take time, efforts 

should be made forthwith to avoid unfair competition to appropriate the sea-bed 

and the ocean floor, which were the legacy of all human beings. 

/ 
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Mr. MALIK (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) said that his country 

attached Very great importance to the question of the exploration and use of 

oceans and their floors as was evidenced by the extent of the manpower and material 

which it devoted to that field. One hundred and ten USSR research ships were 

carrying out comprehensive oceanographic study. The Soviet Union's ships were 

engaged in the exploration of the various oceans, which was of great value to the 

solution of the major problems in Oceanography and geophysics. More than three 

thousand Soviet specialists were involved in the sea exploration on board the 

research ships, in laboratories and relevant institutions. The efforts of Soviet 

scientists were aimed at solving the majo,' problems of modern oceanography. The 

solution of many scientific and practical problems Was directly related to the 

more effective use of the sea-bed and ocean floor by all States in future. 

The Soviet Union was making efforts to promote international co-operation in 

the exploration of sea and the ocean floor. It was participating in the 

implementation of certain international programmes concerning those areas. Under 

bilateral agreements the USSR was providing technical assistance to a number of 

countries of Africa and Asia in carrying out geophysical survey. It went without 

saying that the speedy solution of major problems in oceanQgraphy and the 

exploration of the ocean floor could be effected only on t~e basis of the broad 

co-operation of all States concerned with the study and use of the ocean and its 

floor. 

The USSR's scientists and specialists and the Soviet research agencies took 

an active part in the activities of the international organizations engaged in 

the exploration of the ocean floor. The USSR had made considerable efforts to 

promote the successful co-operation of many States through the Inter-Governmental 

Oceanographic Commission of UNESCO which was now carrying out a comprehensive 

programme of studies. 

As the work of the States with respect to the exploration of the sea-bed and 

ocean floor progressed, important political and juridical problems had to be dealt 

with to promote the study of the ocean floor, as well as international co-operation 

in those areas, After the detailed consideration by all States of the problems 

involved~ the Soviet Union would favour the steps aimed at the speedy exploration 

and study of the ocean floor. His country considered that the prohibition of the 

e e e 
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(Mr. Maliko ussR) 

use of the ocean floor for military purposes was the essential pre-condition for 

progress in the exploration and use of the ocean floor for the benefit of all 

mankind. 

Dedicated to its policy of peace and disarmament the Soviet Union suggested 

that the Committee recommend the General Assembly to favour in principle the 

prohibition of the use of military purposes of the sea-bed and the ocean floor 

beyond the limits of national jurisdiction. There was no doubt that the measure 

proposed by the Soviet Union would serve the interests of both the sea States and 

those which did not have the access to the sea. His delegation believed that the 

question should be referred for detailed elaboration to the Eighteen-Nation 

Disarmament Committee as the most competent and authoritative body in that area. 

The need for the international legal regulation of the rapidly expanding 

activity of States in the exploration and use of the ocean floor posed a number 

of other questions. Those questions were of practical value for many States. 

However, the modern international la~ did not provide all the answers to the 

complicated legal questions posed by the progress made in oceanography and the 

present unprecedented revolution in technology and industry. It underlined the 

complexity of the problem involved and called for the need for a gradual and 

careful approach to its solution. 

The Soviet Union believed that a solution to the problems relating to the 

international law which regulated the activities of States in regard to the sea-bed 

and the ocean floor might provide a sound basis for a further extension of 

co-ordination and co-operation between States as well as between the specialized 

agencies and other inter-governmental organizati6ns in the exploration and 

development of the ocean floor and its resources. The Soviet Union considered it 

especially important that the legal rules governing the activities with respect to 

the ocean floor should promote friendly relations among all States, international 

peace and security of peoples. It was the view of his country that in its study 

the Committee should above all take into account the existing international legal 

principles and standards relating to the sea-bed and ocean floor. It was common 

knowledge that the more general principles in that field had been laid down in the 

international conventions on the high seas and the continental shelf~ in the partial 

nuclear test ban treaty~ as well as in some other international agreements. 

o • • 
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While considering legal aspects relating to the sea-bed and Ocean floor the 

Committee should take into account all aspects of the generally recognized 

princiPles and standards of the international law. In formulating the legal 

problems that required a further and thorough study one must proceed from the fact 

that the formulation of legal rules governing the activities of States with respect 

to the use of the sea-bed should be based on the existing principles of 

international law~ it should not restrict the principle of freedom on the high seas 

and other rights enjoyed by States under the international rules now in force. 

The programme of work of the Ad Hoc Committee had been specified in General 

Assembly resolution 2340 (XXII) in pursuance of which the Committee was established. 

The Inter-Governmental Oceanographic Commission of UNESCO was one of the 

major international bodies engaged in the study of the sea-bed. Many Member States 

had learned from experience that the work done by the Commission was of great 

value. It had contributqd to the international co-operation in the exploration 

and use of the resources of the oceans and seas. 

The Inter-Governmental Maritime Consultative Organization, FAO, the World 

Meteorological Organization and many others were also engaged in the exploration 

and use of the ocean resources. Thus, the better co-ordination of the study 

carried out by the existing international bodies with regard to the sea-bed must 

be ensured to make the joint efforts in that area more effective. The Soviet Union 

considered it necessary to strengthen UNESCO' s Inter-Governmental Oceanographic 

Commission and provide facilities for that organization which was the centre of 

the international co-operation of the States in the study of the ocean floor and 

its resources. 

With that end in view his delegation proposed that the Committee, on the basis 

of a thorough analysis of the questions involved~ work out and recommend to the 

General Assembly the concrete proposals concerning the further development of 

co-ordination and co-operation among States~ the specialized agencies and other 

inter-governmental organizations in the exploration of the sea-bed and its 

resources. 

. , .  
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Mr. KJARTANSSON (Iceland) said that the election of Iceland to the 

Committee was a recognition of the importance to that country of the sea and its 

resources. It was also a recognition of Iceland' s participation in projects 

relating to oceanography and the exploration and exploitation of the resources of 

the seas. He stressed the contribution which his country had made to the 

exploration of and research into the resources of the North Atlantic. The annual 

budget of close to $i million allocated to its Marine Research Institute made 

Iceland one of the leading countries of the world in terms of budgetary expenditure 

for marine research. 

He therefore welcomed the opportunity to participate in the work of the 

Committee. His Government was keenly aware of the importance of the subject and 

felt that it would require a thorough examination. It considered that the 

sea-bed and the ocean floor should b~ used exclusively for peaceful purposes. 

The Treaty on Principles Governing the Activities of States in the Exploration 

and Use of Outer Space might provide the Committee with guidelines in that respect. 

His country had not ratified the 1958 Convention on the Continental Shelf 

because it believed that the resources of the epicontinent~al sea and the 

continental shelf should be subjected to an identical legal r@gime. In other 

words, the coastal State should enjoy a certain preferential jurisdiction over 

the resources of the epicontinental sea. This was why the Icelandic Parliament 

had passed a resolution envisaging the extension of Icelandic fisheries 

jurisdiction to the fish-stocks of the continental-shelf waters - a measure which 

would also help to prevent the over-exploitation of the fish-stocks in those 

waters. The application of that principle would be equitable, especially in the 

case of countries whose economies were wholly dependent solely on fisheries and 

for which full utilization of the potential of the continental-shelf fisheries 
/ 

was a matter of overwhelming importance. ! The question before the Committee was 

so vast and complex that it was difficult to examine it in detail, and even more 

difficult to find a practical solution. 

He emphasized the prime role which the United Nations could play in the field 

under discussion. He hoped that the great wealth which had accumulated under the 

oceans would be utilized for the benefit of the United Nations and would 

contribute peace and prosperity for all. 

o • • 
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Turning briefly to some of the most vital aspects of the question~ he said 

that he favoured the adoption of a common definition of the ocean floor and the 

subsoil beyond the continental shelf. In defining the juridical limits of that 

area, the Committee could not confine itself to the present concept of national 

jurisdiction without evading its task and abdicating its responsibility. By 

maintaining the status auo, it would be asking nations to abide by principles of 

delimitation which were not yet known. That was obviously inequitable. The 

stipulations of the 1958 Geneva Conventions were the only rules which could be 

taken as the starting-point for a new definition of the sea-bed and the ocean 

floor. As a basic principle, the coastal States should enjoy national 

jurisdiction over the continental shelf, while the submarine areas beyond the 

shelf should be subjected to international jurisdiction. 

The utilization of the resources of the sea might greatly strengthen the 

finances of the United Nations. Experience had shownthat a system of licensing 

would be desirable. However, although in principle the United Nations should be 

the main beneficiary in that respect, it was only just that the nearest coastal 
"t. 

State should also benefit from the exploitation of resources. 

Another point, which was perhaps the most important, was the question of 

the effect that the utilization of the ocean floor and subsoil might have on the 

living resources of the sea and how it might affect the many legal and technical 

issues involved. It was important to realize at the outset that the problem of 

the utilization of the sea-bed and the ocean floor could not be considered in 

isolation. It must be analysed and defined in the context of the juridical 

nature of the epicontinental sea and the conservation of the living resources of 

the superjacent waters. 

He therefore concurred entirely with the view expressed in the memorandum 

prepared for the Committee by the United States (A/AC.135/1), which recommended 

that the Committee should consider '~the relationship of the deep ocean floor 

to the marine environment as a whole". He proposed that it should not only 

examine the question how best to safeguard the living marine resources, but should 

also review the juridical status of those resources in the light of the new 

definitions of the ocean floor and continental shelf. He realized that that was 

. ° .  
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no minor undertaking; what was called for was a comprehensive review of the 

questions of the law of the sea which had been left unsettled by the Geneva 

Conferences. In conclusion~ he proposed that the possibility of organizing a 

new United Nations conference on the law of the sea should be considered. Such 

a conference would greatly further international co-operation in that important 

field and would be a worthy contribution to the proposed decade of ocean 

exploration. 

In reply to a question put by Mr. PARDO (Malta)~ the CHAIRMAN said he 

was informed that, apart from the documents already before the Committee 

(A/AC.135/I and Add.l and 2)~ the report requested of the Secretary-General 

by the Economic and Social Council in its resolution 1112 (XL) would be circulated 

during the following week, while the study called for in Assembly resolution 

2172 (XXI) would be ready during the first fortnight of May. 

The meeting rose at 12.50 p.m. 
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PROGRAMME OF WORK (A/AC.135/I and Add.l and 2, A/AC.135/2, A/AC.135/3) (continued) 

The CHAIRMAN said that the study which the General Assembly had requested 

the Ad Hoc Committee to prepare (resolution 2340 (XXII)), included three elements- 

a survey of past and present activities of the United Nations system with regard to 

the sea-bed and the ocean floor, an account of the scientific, technical~ economic~ 

legal and other aspects of the i tem~ and an indication regarding practical means to 

promote international co-operation in the area~ having regard to the views expressed 

by Member States. 

The Secretary-General had been requested by the General Assembly to render 

assistance to the Committee and to submit to it the results of studies undertaken in 

pursuance of General Assembly resolution 2172 (XXI) and Economic and Social Council 

resolution i112 (XL), and such pertinent documentation as might be provided by the 

competent specialized agencies and other inter-governmental organizations. 

The only two documents specifically mentioned were the studies being undertaken 

in pursuance of the earlier Assembly and Council resolutions. 

The Committee might wish to obtain from the Secretary-General an account of the 

pertinent activities of the various organizations mentioned in operative 

paragraph 2 (a) of resolution 2340 (XXII) and of existing international agreements 

relating to the sea-bed ~and ocean floor. It would also be useful if the Secretariat 

were to prepare a working paper on the aspects of the item - mentioned in operative 

paragraph 2 (b) - with which the two Working Groups were concerned, namely, the 

scientific, technical and economic aspects and the legal aspects. Members of the 

Committee might wish to indicate what they considered to be the other aspects on 

which documentation should be prepared. Regarding. operative paragraph 2 (c), it 

might be difficult to formulate an opinion on the practical mea~s of promoting 

international co-operation until there was a clearer appreciation of the 

economic Legal and other aspects of the item. scientific, technical, ~ 

He suggested that the Committee should request the Secretary-General to present 

a list of the documentation provided by the various organizations referred to in 

paragraph 3 (c) and to invite those which had not yet made their contribution to do 

so as soon as possible. Members should indicate the "other in%er-governmental 

bodies" which had the standing and ability to assigt the-Committee in its task. 

/ ~ 8 G 
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There was no provision for meetings of the Committee beyond Friday, 22 March. 

If the Committee wished to meet during the following week, an appropriate request 

would have to be made promptly to the Committee on Conferences. 

Mr. IGNATIEFF (Canada) said that his delegation attached the utmost 

importance to the examination of an international r4gime for the abyssal depths of 

the oceans. The work being undertaken by the Ad Hoc Committee, in which increasing 

interest was being shown, concerned problems of importance comparable to those dealt 

with by the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space. 

So far as the terms of reference of the Ad Hoc Co~m~ittee wer ~ ccncerned~ the 

principal task was the one stated in operative paragraph 2 (c) of General Assembly 

resolution 2340 (XXII). Indicating means of promoting co-operation in the area 

under consideration was a formidable task which the Committee could not tackle in 

detail until it had gathered the material it needed, as specified in operative 

paragraph 2 (a) and (b) of the resolution. The order of the sub-paragraphs was the 

order in which the work should proceed. The Ad Hoc Committee should perform its 

task rapidly and effectively, and in that regard consideration should be given to 

the comments just made by the Chairman. 

With regard to the survey of the past and present ahtivities of competent 

organizations, referred to in operative paragraph 2 (a), his delegation would 

suggest that the Committee should take prompt steps to avail itself of the 

assistance of the Secretary-General under operative paragraph 3 of the resolution. 

The sooner it was able to consider the results of the studies undertaken in 

pursuance of General Assembly resolution 2172 (XXI) and Economic and Social Council 

resolution ii12 (XL), the sooner it Would be in a position to determine the areas 

which would require further study. The success of the Committee's work would also 

significantly depend on the efforts that would be made to avoid duplication~ to 

strengthen co-ordination and to make full use ef the important scientific and 

technical studies now being carried out with the co-operation of international 

bodies and various experts in respect of the present state of knowledge of the 

resources beyond the continental shelf and in respect of current activities in 

marine sciences and technology. The collection of such information~ without which 

it would be impossible to clarify the existing problems, was also necessary for the 
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preparation of the account of the scientific, technical~ economic, legal and other 

aspects of the item, called for in operative paragraph 2 (b) of the resolution. 

The establishment of two Working Groups, one to deal with legal questions and 

the other with scientific and technical questions, had been a wise step. So far as 

the assignment of work to those bodies was concerned~ his delegation believed it 

essential that a general definition should promptly be established of the area to be 

covered by the study referred to in operative paragraph 2 of the resolution. There 

was no doubt that the areas over whose resources coastal States possessed sovereign 

rights included the continental shelf and slopes. The Legal Working Group should 

accordingly focus its attention on the exploration of the resources of the deep 

ocean floor. Its work should begin with an examination of existing State practice 

and international instruments~ which suggested that the exploitability clause of 

article i of the 1958 Convention on the Continental Shelf had already received 

substantial interpretation in practice. That should help in elucidating the 

questions involved in considering the principles applicable to the exploitation of 

the deep ocean bed in a manner which would strengthen international co-operation 

and order. The Committee should recognize that it would net be in the interests of 

the world community if there was a scramble by States to appropriate the abyssal 

plains. 

With regard to scientific, technical and economic questions~ advantage should 

be taken of the experience gained and of the studies being carried out pursuant to 

earlier United Nations resolutions by competent organizations, including the 

Inter-governmental Oceanographic Commission, so that a survey might be made of the 

present state of knowledge in oceanography, marine geology, ocean sedimentation and 

other related fields. A particular effort should ~e made to cast light on such 

matters as the possible distribution of mineral deposits underlying the ocean, the 

type and nature of such deposits, the technical requirements for discovering them 

and evaluating their extent~ and the economic feasibility of exploiting them in the 

foreseeable future. 

In due time the Committee would have to consider that part of its mandate set 

out in operative paragraph 2 (c) of the resolution. It might then have to examine 
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-25- A/AC.135/SR.4 

(.Mr. Ignati  f, Canaan) 

the organizational aspects of any international r4gime for the abyssal depths. It 

would have to study principles which took account of the necessity of stimulating 

the process of technological investigation so as to accelerate actual development~ 

without, however, losing sight of the economic realities underlying the massive 

capital expenditures that would be required and the need for approach~ which-~oulS 

foster greater international co-operation and co-ordination in recognition of the 

common interests of mankind in the sea-bed and in conformity with the Charter. 

The political and disarmament aspects of the problem~ while of undeniable 

importance, might best be left until the aforementioned studies were completed or 

at least well advanced. The Canadian Government did not wish at the present time 

to express any preference regarding the form in which disarmament problems should 

be discussed. Those political aspects of the item should obviously be considered 

in the Ad Hoc Committee itself. 

Mr- G ~ O  POBL (El Salvador) stressed the humanitarian aspects of the 

peaceful use of the ocean depths. Development work undertaken on a world-wide 

scale~ with all countries participating~ was one of the most notable successes 
b 

achieved by international organizations, and opened up undreamed-of possibilities 

in the field of technical aid. Co-operation for development was a field in which 

each State had its responsibilities vis-a-vis the international community. 

Although the results obtained so far, particularly in regard to technical progress, 

were far from sufficient~ a certain amount of experience had been gained~ and the 

efforts to promote international co-operation had brought positive results. It was 

to be hoped that the economic exploitation of the sea-bed in the interest of the 

world community would provide the international development effort with its own 

means of financing. 

The exploration and use of the ocean depths would promote international 

co-operation and would provide substantial economic support for development 

programmes. Furthermore~ they would offer a further opportunity for scientific and 

technical exchanges and~ with the help of the mineral and biological resources 

which might be dis covered ~ might even remove some of the factors which hindered 

development at the present time. 
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According to General Assembly resolution 2340 (XXII), the Committee must study 

the question of the use of the sea-bed and the ocean floor beyond the limits of 

national jurisdiction. The text of that resolution, which was couched in very 

general terms, was open to a number of interpretations concerning the scope of 

the study the Ad Hoc Committee had been requested to make. When the resolution 

had been discussed in the First Committee on 7 December 1967, his country's 

representative had affirmed his understanding that the resolution did not refer to 

national maritime jurisdiction (A/C.I/PV.1543). His delegation reiterated that the 

Ad Ho__.__~c Committee was not authorized to reopen, under another guise, the debate on 

the continental shelf, territorial waters or special jurisdictions, and that, in 

order to maintain the unanimity which had been a tribute to the intrinsic value of 

resolution 2340 (XXII), its activities should be directed towards the vast areas 

of the sea-bed and the subsoil thereof over which no State claimed exclusive or 

priority rights. All the means which would facilitate the study of the problem 

could obviously be used to determine its exact nature. Only thus would it be 

possible to maintain unanimity of decision and ensure continuity in research. 

Above all, it was necessary to use a common denominator, even if differences should 

arise between the opinions of the various countries. The Committee should beware 

of dissipating its efforts on questions already dealt with by specialized bodies. 

The great ocean depths provided problems enough, and were vast enough to give the 

Committee scope for useful work, in the interest of all nations. 

Mr. PAEDO (Malta) recalled that under resolution 2340 (XXII), the 

Committee was only a temporary body with a mandate limited to the performance of 

three specific tasks. It seemed, however, that the Committee's work concerned not 

only those tasks but also certain matters which were not within the terms of 

reference of one or the other of the several agencies already dealing with similar 

topics. Generally speaking, the Committee's mission was to provide the General 

Assembly with an indication of immediate practical measures that could be taken to 

promote international co-operation on the matters under discussion. 

The task before the Committee was essentially of a fact-finding nature" to 

gather information, clarify issues and define the goals of possible international 

action. The Secretariat should provide the Committee with three surveys in 

Q @ O 
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addition to the basic documentation referred to in General Assembly resolutions 

2172 (XXI) and 2340 (XXII) and Economic and Social Council resolution lll2 (XL). 

Firstly, he would like to have a document outlining briefly what was known at the 

present time of the resources of the sea-bed and ocean floor, and of the sub-soil 

beyond the 200 metre isobath. The document should also include economic and 

commercial assessments of the resources, should they be economically exploitable in 

the immediate or foreseeable future. A second document should deal with present 

and clearly foreseeable technology for the economic or military use of the sea-bed 

and the ocean floor and of their subsoil. If the present potential were small, 

the delegations might, of course, adopt a more relaxed attitude towards the 

question. Finally, the Secretariat should provide a legal document listing the 

extent and the nature of the claims of States to jurisdiction over the sea-bed and 

the ocean floor, in the light of the opinions of competent specialists and of 

Governments. Certain far-reaching claims might be discussed, if the need arose, in 

connexion with their possible consequences on the traditional freedom of the high 

seas. The Secretariat should also include in that document a section examining the 

ways in which land-locked countries could obtain a share of the benefits that might 

accrue from the exploitation of on-bottom and sub-bottom resources of the sea-bed, 

including the geophysical continental slope. 

He stressed the complementary nature of the three studies, which would absolve 

the members of the Ad Hoc Committee from entering into technical discussions and 

would enable it to form a comprehensive study of the complex political problems 

on which it had to report to the General Assembly. He Strongly supported the 

proposal in document A/C.1/952 that the Secretary-General should undertak~ a survey 

on the suitability and the possibility of nominating an international body to 

supervise the exploitation of deep-sea resources. 

Mr. PINERA (Chile) proposed that the Committee should seek the 

collaboration of two important bodies- the Advisory Committee on the Application 

of Science and Technology to Development and the Committee for Development Planning, 

both of which had a valuable part to play in developing the resources of the 

sea-bed and its subsoil. The Ad Hoc Committee could also call on the United Nations 

. . .  
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Conference on Trade and Development and on the International Bank~ at a later date, 

the Bank could, either directly or through the International Development 

Associatio n~ provide the financing. 

Mr. FEDOROV (Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission and the United 
_ 

Nations, Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization) expressed his 

appreciation of the praise voiced in the Committee for the work of the 

Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission. As a result of the efforts made during 

the past decade, oceanographers were now able to think in terms of the control and 

rational exploitation of the seas instead of being limited to their scientific 

exploration. 

~! The mandate given to the Ad Hoc Committee by the General Assembly in 

resolution 2340 (XXII) would give the Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission 

the opportunity of co-operating with the Committee. It was striking that the 

interpretations of that resolution particularly by the United States and Soviet 

Union representatives, emphasized the scientific exploration of the oceans. It 

seemed, therefore, that scientific activity must continue to play a major role in 

the future. That fact demonstrated a somewhat wider interpretation of the 

scientific aspects involved, thus establishing a close liaison between resolution 

2340 (XXII) and resolution 2172 (XXI) concerning the resources of the sea. It also 

gave the Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission a chance to contribute to a 

very large extent to the implementation of the important ideas contained in 

resolution 2340 (XXII). The Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission was 

convinced that it would be in a position to meet the challenge. 

The Committee' s work was so complex that it would undoubtedly extend well 

beyond the General Assembly's twenty-third session. The most immediate task, 

however, was the preparation~ for consideration at that session, of an account of 

the scientific~ technical~ economic, legal and other aspects of the problem. The 

time left for preparing that account was short; therefore, the Committee might with 

advantage invite assistance from an international body already equipped for that 

kind of work. On behalf of the Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission, he was 

happy to offer such help to the Committee and its Secretariat, and he felt sure 

/... 
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that such an offer was fully in line with the provisions of operative paragraph 4 

of General Assembly resolution 2340 (XXII). In order to meet the deadline~ the 

Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission might possibly have to reconsider some 

of the priorities in its programme. It would be best to leave discussion of the 

details of such assistance to the secretariats of the two bodies. As a first step, 

the Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission, together with other competent 

agencies, could provide the Secretariat with a number of important documents, 

notably on marine pollution. 

The m eetin~ rose at 12.10 ~-m. 

\ 
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Mr. RUDA (Argentina) said that his country was particularly interested 

in the question of the peaceful uses of the sea-bed and the ocean floor; since it 

possessed; in accordance with existing international law; a continental shelf of 

more than i million square kilometres~ which was being studied in detail by its 

national oceanographic institutions with a view 9o ~omoting the economic 

development of Argentina. His eountiV therefore supported the General Assembly:s 

decision to consider the question of the reservation exclusively for peaceful 

purposes of the sea-bed and the ocean f~oor~ and the sub-soil thereof~ underlying 

the high seas beyond the limits of present national jurisdiction. However; in 

view of the many issues invol~ed; his delegation felt that the current session 

of the Ad Hoc Committee should be considered merely preliminary and exploratory; 

since the topic could not be discussed exhaustively until the Committee had more 

information before it. 

The Committee should therefore confine itself; at the present stage~ to 

organizing its work and deciding on precise working methods and on how it would 

reach its decisions. In that connexion; he agreed with the view expressed by the 
L 

Belgian delegation in its working document (A/AC.135/3)~namely~ that decisions 
on ~estions of substance should be voted on by all the members of the Committee. 

Initially; priority should be given to a consideration of the technical~ economic 

and scientific aspects of the subject] for it was necessary to know as much as 

possible about the sea-bed beyond the limits of national jurisdiction before 

formulating a legal system to govern exploitation of its resources. His country 

attached particular importance to the economic consequences of the submarine 

exploitation of minerals. According to some scientists, the prevailing prices 

for such minerals as manganese; nickel and cobalt would drop substantially, once 

suitable mining methods had been developed. If those prophecies were correct, 

the situation of countries producing such minerals must be borne in mind; so that 

the economies of developing countries were not unduly affected] in that r~spect 

especially; the concept of international co-operation must be recog~ized and 

strengthened. 

General Assembly resolution 2340 (XXI) laid down adequate objectives for the 

Committee's work. Its main objective~ under the resolution, was to consider 

the reservation exclusively for peaceful purposes; of that part of the high-seas 

and. the use of its resources for the benefit of ma,.kind. The Assembly had 
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recognized that the exploration and use of the sea-bed and the ocean floor should 

be conducted in conformity with the principles and purposes of the Charter~ 

in the interest of maintaining international peace and security; it would be 

disastrous for mankind if technological progress were to be used, not in the 

common interest, but for warlike purpuses. 

His delegation had welcomed the agreement reached im the General Assembly 

whereby the A@ Hoc Committee's work would be confined to areas of the high seas 

outside existing national jurisdictions. Thus~ amy consideration of matters 

relating to the territorial sea or the continental shelf, which under existing 

law belonged to the coastal State, was excluded. Im that connexion~ he fully 
.. 

agreed with the Government of:Turkey that the preservation of the jurisdiction 
.... 

of States over their continental shelf should be the most important factor to be 

safeguarded in the deliberations of the Committee (A/AC.135/I, p. 5)- Moreover, 

the Committee should confine itself to questions relating to the sea-bed and the 

ocean floor and should not delve into other difficult problems~ particularly 

those of fishing, which related to the waters of the high seas. His Government, 

like the Belgia~ Goveroment (A/AC.135/I, p. 26), was inclined towards limiting 

the application of any new provisions to the resources of the subsoil. 

Mr.Tomorowicz (p01and), Vice-Chairman , took the chair. 

Mr. TSURUCKA (Japan) said that his Government whole-heartedly supported 

the principle that the sea-bed and the ocean floor beyond the limits of nationaZ 

jurisdiction should be preserved from national appropriation , and that the 

exploitation of their resources should be conducted for the benefit of all mankind. 

As marine technology developed in the future, it would become increasingly 

important to preserve the sea-bed and the ocean floor from actions and uses 

detrimental to the common interests of mankind. 

He considered it important that, in its study~ the Committee should confine 

itself to its terms of referemce~ as laid down im General Assembly 

resolution 2340 (XXII)~ which did not refer to the waters above the sea-bed and 

the ocean floor. The internationally long-established principle of the freedom 

of the high seas, including the freedom of fisheries on the high seas~ which was 

sanctioned by the 1958 Geneva Convention on the High Seas~ should not be weakened 

in any way as the resuls of the Committee's activities° He would also point 
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out that, as the 1958 Convention on the Continental Shelf had been ratified by 

only thirty-seven States, the Committee should not proceed on the assumption 

that the provisions of that Convention had been established as international 

customary law. While it was important that the sea-bed and the ocean floor 

should be used for the benefit of all mankind, it was also important that the 

Committee's discussions should not discourage States from exploring the sea-bed 

and the ocean floor or exploiting their resources. 

With regard to the study of the peaceful uses of the sea-bed and the ocean 

floor, which was another important part of the Committee's terms of reference, 

he wished to emphasize his country's view that that vast area should be 
¥ 

permanently excluded from the arms race. The Antarctic Treaty and the Treaty 

on Principles Governing the Activities of States in the Exploration and Use of 

Outer Space constituted valuable precedents. Much would be gained from a survey 

of the activities of the United Nations, the specialized agencies and IAEA in 

relation to the sea-bed and the ocean floor, which would provide a basis for 

considering possible ways of strengthening international co-operation in that field. 

He noted that no representative of an Asian State in t~e Pacific area had 

been elected an officer of the Committee, although those States naturally had a 

vital interest in the question of the sea-bed and the ocean floor. His delegation 

would be fully prepared to participate actively in the present and future 

consideration of this question and to co-operate fully with the other members of 

the Committee and would take an active part in its work. 

Mr. JACKSON (Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations ) 

said that FAO's interest in the oceans was concentrated on the role, assigned 

to it by the nations, of promoting the increasing utilization of fish and the other 

living resources of the seas within the limits dictated by scientifically based 

conservation measures, with special stress on augmenting protein supplies. The 

World production of fish from the oceans had approximately doubled in each of the 

post-war decades, and prospects for continued increases were good if science, 

technology, investment and international co-operation could be combined and 

applied effectively. FA0 fully appreciated the importance and the complexity of 

the Committee's task and the need for ensuring the Orderly relationship of all 

9 0 @  
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activities connected with the seas. Its own activities and responsibilities 

would Seem to be complementary to the objectives of General Assembly resolution 

2340 (XXII)~ although the growing problem of the pollution of the sea, for example, 

showed that there were matters of common concern to all who were responsible for 

the rational use of the wealth of the oceans. FA0 would certainly co-operate 

fully with the Committee wherever a community of interests appeared. 

Mr. SCHUU~ANS (Belgium) said that he would limit himself to a few 

remarks concerning the programme of work, as his delegation had already submitted 

a document (A/AC.135/3) containing practical suggestions relating to the 

organization of the Committee's work and the role of the Secretariat. 

Since there had been some confusion in the General Assembly concerning the 

scope of the Committee's terms of reference, it was important to have a clear 

idea Of their exact extent and limitations before drawing up a programme of work. 

The terms of reference included a study, and to some extent an inventory, of the 

physical resources of the ocean floor and the deposits which had been formed 

there, and perhaps of the living organisms which were in constant physical contact 

with the sea-bed. However, the study of the waters above the sea-bed, and problems 

relating to fishing and fisheries, did not fall within the Committee's terms of 

reference. Because the terms of reference were so broad, the Committee had 

established two Working Groups. The Legal Working Group should be instructed to 

formulate the legal r@gime which would relate to the portion of the area of the 

planet referred to in General Assembly resolution 2340 (XXII). Legislation 

relating to the sea-bed and the ocean floor, and the sub-soil thereof, would be of 

vital importance, inasmuch as it would constitute the foundation on which any 

measures taken in order to implement the intentions of the sponsors of that 

resolution would be based. In his view, the first step was to define the area 

envisaged in Assembly resolution 2340 (XXII), and in order to do so, the Committee 

should decide on a definition of the term "beyond the limits of national 

jurisdiction". The definition of the continental shelf given in the Geneva 

Convention of 1958 was unsatisfactory, as it placed no limitation on the 

sovereignty of the coastal State, with the result that any exploitation must of 

necessity be on the continental shelf of the nearest State, whether or not there 
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had been any proclamation by that State. The Legal Working Group should also lay 

the foundations for the r@gime relating to the sea-bed and the ocean floor and the 

sub-soil thereof and formulate specific r~lles with regard to such problems as 

responsibility. 

The Technical and Economic Working Group should make an intensive study of 

the effects which the exploitation of the mineral resources of the ocean floor 

and its subsoil would have on the economies of developiog countries which were 

producers of those same primary commodities. It should also consider the 

advantages and disadvantages of the different methods of exploitation, on as broad 

a basis as possible. For instance, the concession system might be examined, but 

not necessarily from the standpoint of one State or one company; the possibility 

of granting concessions to groups of States, including land-locked countries and 

developing countries whose economies were sufficiently advanced, should also be 

envisaged. 

The findings of the two Working Groups, which would cover quite different 

aspects of the problem under review, should be submitted to the Ad Hoc Committee, 

which would then review them in the light of the political @nd economic interests 

of States and the more general principles relating to international peace and 

security. In that connexion~ he emphasized that his Government supported the use 

of the sea-bed and the ocean floor exclusively for peaceful purposes and thought 

that their non-militarization called for an effective system of supervision. 

The structure which the Committee had adopted would also affect the way in 

which its work was conducted. The unanimous vote on General Assembly resolution 

2340 (XXII) should be taken as a precedent and accordingly, whenever the Committee 

made a decision on a question of substance~ all its members should vote. On the 

other hand~ he did not think that the practice of "consensus" could be interpreted 

as requiring omanimity, even when matters of a purely procedural nature were 

involved. Such a system could seriously impede the Committee' s work, and indeed 

might bring it to a standstill. 

The reports of the Working Groups should give a precise indication of the 

divergent points of view expressed ~ so that the plenary Committee could work out a 

compromise formula acceptable to all. 

6 0 e  
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He noted that the Ad Hoc Committee attached great importance to the 

collaboration of the Secretary-General, and he would therefore be interested to 

know the approximate date by which the Secretary-General could expect to ~rovide 

the information and the studies referred to in document A/AC.135/3. He also 

requested information on the progress of the reports being prepared by the 

Secretary-General in pursuance of General Assembly resolution 2172 (XXI) and 

Economic and Social Council resolution 1112 (XL). Finally,. he asked whether any 

work had previously been done in the legal field. Information on those points 

would be of great value in assisting the Committee to draw up a time-table for its 

work and to fulfil its mandate in the time stipulated. 

Mr. BENITES (Ecuador) said he feared that the Committee was in danger 

of losing its sense of direction and was moving away from the question at issue. 

At the current session, the Committee should simply organize its work and select 

methods without entering into the substance of the matter. Moreover,. its mandate 

under General Assembly resolution 2340 (XXII) was solely to provide information. 

The Committee was to study the scope and various aspects of the item, survey the 
z 

past and present activities of the United Nations, the specialized agencies,, and 

other bodies, as well as existing international agreements,, and give an account 

of the scientific, teehnical~ economic, legal and other aspects of the item as 

well as an indication regarding practical means to promote international 

co-operation in the matter. 

It was his delegation's understanding that the item before the Committee 

related solely to the sea-bed and the ocean floor underlying the high seas beyond 

the territorial waters over which States exercised sovereignty. The 

representative of Malta himself,, in requesting the inclusion of the item in the 

agenda of the General Assembly,. had made it clear that he intended it to refer 

to the sea-bed and the ocean floor underlying the seas beyond the territorial sea 

and beyond the continental shelf. Therefore,. neither the territorial sea nor the 

continental shelf -which,. even if it was underlying the high seas~ was under 

national jurisdiction - could be considered as coming within the scope of the item. 

... 
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A general debate would be of little practical utility at the present stage. 

Before it entered into the substance of the problem~ the Committee required a 

great deal of information which was not yet available. It should therefore 

concentrate for the time being on a consideration of its methods of work and 

those of its two Working Groups. 

The meeting rose at 4.20 ~.m. 
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Mr. de BREUVERY (Department of Economic and Social Affairs)~ at the 

request of the CHAIRMAN, indicated, for the information of the Ad Hoc Committee, 

the contents of the two reports being prepared by the Secretariat in response to 

the resolutions on the resources of the sea which pre-dated General Assembly 

resolution 2340 (XXII), and the progress made in their preparation. 

The first to be issued - it was to be distributed in early April - would be 

the report on the resources of the sea beyond the continental shelf, prepared for 

the Economic and Social Council by the Secretariat with the assistance of 

specialists in accordance with Council resolution 1112 (XL). Only the first 

part of that report, relating to mineral resources~ concerned the Ad Hoc Committee. 

The various chapters of the first part would provide information on the following 

topics" (I) marine minerals, forms of mineral deposits and mineral concentration 

within the water of the sea; petroleum possibilities in the continental shelf, 

the continental slope and the continental rise; phosphorite and its distribution; 

manganese nodules~ their distribution and their future economic potential; 

(2) mineral exploration techniques, including surveys, geological prospecting, 

sampling beyond the continental shelf and various methods, particularly seismic 

surveys; (3) deep-water petroleum exploitation techniques~ the use of various 

types of drilling platforms and their hazards; drilling operations and costs~ 

well-testing, etc., and methods of setting up drilling crews; (4) ocean mining 

methods; studies on some recent devices for deep-sea mining; (5) problems 

requiring special attention, including the problem of further scientific research, 

measures for developing the resources of the sea-bed and ocean floor, the 

establishment of a suitable jurisdictional r6gime for that development and 

related problems. 

The second report~ prepared in compliance with General Assembly resolution 

2172 (XXI)~ was a survey of activities undertaken in marine science and technology 

together with the Secretary-General's proposals. It would be issued during the 

latter half of May 1968 for consideration by the Economic and Social Council at 

its July session and subsequently by the General Assembly. He recalled that a 

meeting of experts from the United Nations and specialists in certain disciplines 

held in June 1967 had suggested the subjects to be studied and that the 
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participating experts had later been consulted on the first draft. At their 

second meeting, which had just taken place, the experts had examined that draft 

and had reviewed the many constructive comments made by Governments in response to 

the Secretary-General's questionnaire. They had also considered the question of 

preparing the recommendations requested of the Secretary-General by the General 

Assembly under paragraph 3 (a) and (b) of resolution 2172 (XXI) and had discussed 

questions of international co-operation in respect of pollution of the water of 

the sea. The report would be divided into three parts. The first part would deal 

with the present scope of marine science and technology in relation to shipping, 

mineral and living resources and their exploitation, and the problem of pollution. 

The second part would examine the current activities of Member States and 

international organizations. In respect of States, the survey covered both 

utilization and research. The international organizations covered were 

(1) non-governmental scientific institutions affiliated with the International 

Council of Scientific Unions, which played an important role in collaboration with 

the United Nations organizations; (2) United Nations agencies and (3) other 

inter-governmental organizations. Lastly, the survey reviewed national and 

international training activities in marine science and technology, particularly 

in relation to the role of UNESCO, FAO and WMO. The third part would contain the 

proposals which the Secretary-General would make to the General Assembly for 

(1) achieving a better understanding of the marine environment through science, 

(2) increasing the effectiveness of international co-operation in the exploration 

and development of the living resources of the sea, (3) promoting co-operation with 

a view to the exploration and development of marine mineral resources, 

(4) preventing and combating pollution of the marine environment through wider 

international co-operation, and (5) initiating and strengthening marine education 

and training programmes. 

Mr. HILDYARD (United Kingdom) said that the discussions of the Ad Hoc 

Committee had permitted various delegations to elucidate or supplement replies of 

Governments to the Secretary-General's questionnaire and had revealed that some 

of them had strong views concerning the legal issues involved in the question 

under discussion. With regard to the terms of reference of the Ad Hoc Committee, 
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his delegation considered that priority should be given to the task set out in 

operative paragraph 2 (a) of General Assembly resolution 2340 (XXII), because the 

Committee should have the fullest possible knowledge of the present factual 

position before tackling the other tasks set out in paragraph 2 (b) and (c). For 

those reasons, the United Kingdom delegation endorsed the suggestions made by the 

Chairman at the 4th meeting concerning the documentation and assistancewhich 

should be requested from the Secretary-General and welcomed those made by the 

representative of Malta concerning the study of three further questions. The 

studies dealing with the present and foreseeable technological potential with 

regard to the sea-bed should not prejudice the legal issues involved. The Legal 

Working Group~ in seeking to supplement existing legal criteria as necessary~ 

should be careful to respect existing legal principles and, in particular, the 

principle of freedom of the seas. In any event, the Group would probably not be 

able to make any substantial progress in its work until some progress had been 

made in reviewing scientific, technical and economic questions. 

The Ad Hoc Committee should confine its work to the matters within its terms 

of reference and should not consider matters relating to the waters and the 

exploitation of their reserves, except in so far as they might be affected by 

present or future activities in regard to the sea-bed and ocean floor. In that 

connexion, he stressed the importance of a study of the dangers of pollution which 

could arise from the exploitation of the oceanic sub-soil, which had been referred 

to by the representative of Iceland. 

His delegation attached great importance to the contributions which the 

specialized international agencies could make in the studies under consideration. 

He also referred to the proposal of the President of the United States of America, 

which the United States delegation had mentioned~ that the 1970's might be 

proclaimed the Decade of Ocean Exploration~ and suggested that the Ad Ho_~c Committee 

might consider whether such a programme might not significantly add to the sum of 

knowledge available to the international community on matters relating to the ocean 

floor and might not facilitate co-operation in that field, certainly, his 

Government would carefully examine all such proposals. 

As indicated in the suggestion which it had made in its reply to tLe Secretary- 

General's questionnaire, the United Kingdom considered that it would be valuable 

to have a survey of present national activities on the basis of information to be 

provided by Governments. If the Working Groups considered it useful, the A d Hoc 
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Committee might ask the Secretary-General to address a request for such information 

to the Governments of member countries. 

With reference to the part of the Ad Hoc Committee's terms of reference 

in operative paragraph 2 (c) of resolution 2340 (XXII), his delegation 

thought that a report enjoying the support of all members of the Ccmmittee 

would most certainly offer "practical means" of prcmoting international 

co-operation. 

M r. PANYARACHUN (Thailand) considered that the A.d. Hoc Committee' s first 

s e s s i o n  was t oo  s h o r t  and i t s  t e r m s  of  r e f e r e n c e  too  complex t o  e n a b l e  i t  t o  
• , . 

: . . .  

undertake intensive work from the outset, but that the studies by the Secretariat 

and other competent organizations would help it to progress towards the desired 

gc~.l: when t h e  t ime came. He was g r a t i f i e d  t h a t  a u s e f u l  s t e p  had b e e n  t a k e n  i n  

that ~ direction by the establishment of two Working Groups. In delimiting its field 

of :investigation~ it was essential that t~ Committee should respect the special 

s t a t u s  o f  t h e  c o n t i n e n t a l  s h e l f ~  and i t  would exceed i t s  te rms of  r e f e r e n c e  shou].d 
~.Q • 

it invade areas which came under the sovereignty of the rmparman States. 

' His delegation was in favour of the establishment of .an international r4gime 

fore'the explOitation of the wealth of the sea-bed and ocean floor, for that wealth 

should not be monoPolized by a few Powers. All States, including land, locked 

S t a ~ s ~  Should have t h e i r  . sha re .  

He Welcomed with satisfaction the suggestions made to the Committee 3 

p a r t i c u l a r l y  by t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  Belgium and Mal ta  c o n c e r n i n g  t he  programme 

of work. 'His country intended to co-operate actively in the task it had undertaken. 

Mr.. D IA.CONESCU (Romania) said that it was important to ensure as soon as 

possible that the ocean :~ depths were not used ~for military purposes andj in 

particu]mm, to safeguard them against the armaments race by extending to them~ for 

example ~ the principles set forth in the Antarctic Treaty prohibiting the use of 

nuclear weapons in Antarctica and the Treaty on Principles Governing the Activities 

of States in the Exploration and use of Outer Space~ including the Moon and Other 

Celestial Bodies. 

The next step was to define the principles and criteria for peaceful 

international co-operation in the exploitation of the sea-bed~ and the field of 

application of those criteria, 
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In view of the complexity of the task~ and its exceptional importance for all 

countries~ the Committee must have a sound basis for its work. The task entrusted 

to it by the General Assembly was of a preparatory nature. Priority should be 

given to the activities described in operative paragraphs 2 (a) and 2 (b) of 

General Assembly resolution 2340 (XXII), while the assignment described in 

paragraph 2 (c) should be taken up at a later stage. While the assistance of the 

Secretary-General and the specialized agencies was essential~ the Committee would 

also have to take into account the conclusions of the studies undertaken in 

accordance with General Assembly resolution 2172 (XXI) and Economic and Social 

Council resolution 1112 (XL), as well as any relevant documentation which might be 

provided by the specialized agencies. The Secretariat studies which the Chairman 

had suggested at the 4th meeting would also be very helpful to the Committee in 

carrying out its task. In that connexion, it would be useful to know approximately 

When the Committee could expect to receive the various studies, so that it could 

organize its work. 

Since the implementation Of any solutions proposed to the General Assembly 

would depend upon the co-operati0n of all States, an effort should be made to 

obtain unanimous support for any proposals which might be made by the Committee 

! or its Working Groups. 

! Mr. Zj!MIC (Peru) said that, despite the difficulties of the task assigned 

: to it~ the Committee was clearly full of good intentions and determined to overcome 
f 

! all obstacles. He believed that the work of the Committee would help to solve one 

of the greatest problems of the age: namely, the population explosion. His 

country was aware of the situation~ it recognized its own responsibilities in the 

matter and was prepared to co-operate as much as it could in carrying out the 

Committee' s task. 

The Conm~ittee" s mandate, as defined in resolution 2340 (XXII), clearly 

delimited the scope and application of the measures to be taken and did Not affect 

Peru's rights with respect to its territorial sea. He also found it gratifying 

that the Committee's task related only to areas situated beyond the limits of 

national jurisdiction. Furthermore; he recognized the need to conclude agreements 

to make it possible to study the principles governing the morphology and the 

physical and chemical development of the ocean depths. 

' / ,  ~ • 
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Mr. BACKES (Austria) said that~ as a land-locked country~ Austria might 

be somewhat at a disadvantage if technological progress outpaced legal developments 

and led to an imbalance in the distribution of wealth. The specific geographical 

situation of Austria explained the interest it was taking in the work of the 

Committee] moreover~ its maritime past had laid a sound basis for a systen~tic 

study of marine sciences. Its position was also affected by the fear that its 

economy might suffer from the use of new deep-sea mining and deep-sea drilling 

techniques. His delegation was therefore glad that several representatives had 

stressed that the study of the problems of the use and exploration of the sea-bed 

was in the interest of all States. In that connexion~ it wished to underscore the 

significance of the first of the three studies proposed by the representative of 

M~Ita~ which was to give an outline of what was known of the resources of the sea-. 

bed and its sub-soil below the 200-metre isobath and to indicate the possible 

implications for world trade of large-scale exploitation of those resources. 

Similarly~ it would be necessary to consider how to ensure that land-locked and 

less developed countries obtained an appropriate share of the benefits that might 

be derived from the exploitation of such resources. 
k, 

His delegation also attached particular importance to the disarmament aspects 

of the issue. Since it was quite unlikely that complete disarmament would be 

possible in the foreseeable future~ it was essential to focus on those areas where 

disarmament was already possible. Swift action should therefore be taken to ensure 

that the sea-bed was not used for military purposes. 

The proposal made by the President of the United States for an International 

Decade of Ocean Exploration had been received with interest by his Government and, 

although it was not entirely within the terms of reference of the Committee, the 

latter might usefully have an exchange of views on the proposal. 

With regard to the Committee's method of work~ he observed that the majority 

of members had agreed that they should conduct their work in such a way that they 

would be able to reach agreement without the need for voting. That principle~ 

which b~d already been used by the Committee on Outer Space~ had produced excellent 

results° However~ his delegation was aware that the approach had some 

disadvantages since it required very hard work and alertness on the part of the 

officers of the Committee. 



(Mr~ Backes Austria) 

In his delegation's view~ the problem should be approached with the greatest 

care and the greatest prudence~ In view of its nature and the ultimate goa!~ the 

Committee should adopt a method of work which had already proved successful. It 

shared the view of other delegations that the Committee's task was to undertake a 

broad survey and to collect data~ and that it should be carried out pricipally by 

the Working Groups. Although resolution 2340 (XXlI) clearly set forth the 

Committee's terms of reference~ it might be desirable to begin by drawing up 

guidelines for the work of the Working Groups. Thought should also be given to 

the establishment of priorities~ and a time-table would be useful for achieving 

the immediate goal. Resolution 2340 (XXII) could provide the basis for 

establishing priorities. The next step might be to group issues indicatively and 

draw up a preliminary list of the most important issues~ leaving the final decision 

to the Working Groups. Furthermore~ the Committee might concentrate on the studies 

to be submitted to it by the Secretariat and ~iscuss the suggestions which it 

would be receiving. 

His delegation also felt that the Working Groups should be allowed to carry 

out their tasks independently of each other. Steps must betaken to ensure that 

the Technical and Economic Working Group's proceedings were not delayed because 

the legal experts had not completed thework entrusted to them. That should not~ 

of course; prevent the two Groups from exchanging information° Finally~ he gave 

an assurance of his delegation's willingness to co-operate~ whatever might be 

the requiren~ents tobe met and the working methods to be followed. 

Mr o TOMOROWICZ (poland) noted the scope and complexity of the task 

entrusted to the Committee. Although man's ingenuity had enabled him to utilize 

most of the resources found in his environment~ he was only beginning to become 

a~¢are of the immense riches hidden at the bottom of the seas. It could be 

expected, however, in view of the rate of technological progress and the amount 

of know-how thus far accumulated~ that exploitation of the sea-bed and its subsoil 

would be possible in the near future. That goal must be approached in the spirit 

of true~ peaceful international co-operation. Because of its geographical 

. . . 
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situation; and the trends of its economy, Poland had always been keenly interested. 

in problems connected with the sea-bed and the ocean floor; and it was deeply 

convinced that international co-operation ~as of paramount importance in 

settling them. That was why~ apart from its own national efforts;, it .participated 

in the exploratory work of several international and regional organizations; such 

as the International Council for the Exploration of the Sea~ the North East 

Atlantic Fisheries Commission~ the International Commission for the North Atlantic 

Fisheries, the Commission composed of Bulgaria~ the German Democratic Republic; 

Poland, Romania and the USSR; the Intergov~rnmental Oceanographic Commission of 

uNEsco~ and FAO. Polish scientists~ in the work they conducted in various seas~ 

concentrated mainly on the exploration of hydrological and biological conditions 

of the medium. 

The constant advancement of technology gave access to the riches of the sea 

floor3 but it also made it possible to use it for mi!ita~y purposes. That 

possibiiity~ if taken advantage of; would not only slow down the pace of the work 

on exploitation of the ocean floor; but would constitute a deadly danger to the 

whole of humanity; especially if nuclear weapons should be used in that medium. 

His delegation was convinced; therefore; that the prohibition of the use of the 

sea-bed beyond national jurisdiction for military purposes was a matter of 

importance and urgency. Such action could be the first step toward international 

co-operation in that new field; and it might lead to a treaty to stop the 

proliferation of nuclear weapons. 

His delegation also agreed with the USSR that the Committee should recommend 

the General Assembly to consider the idea of such a prohibition. It believed; 

in view of the urgency and importance of the problem; that all decisions other 

than purely procedural ones mast be taken unanimously; in order to safeguard the 

interests of all the nations. The application of that principle would be of help 

in seeking solutions acceptable to all and would create a stronger basis for the 

implementation of the decisions. 

His delegation was convinced of the need to approach those problems with the 

utmost care and responsibi!ity 

Close attention should be given to the protection of the biological resources 

of the sea against the dangers of pollution resulting from the excavation of 

mineral deposits~ The dangers involved in drilling for oil were particularly great 
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and called for preventive means to be devised as soon as possible. Similarly; 

explosions caused in exploring for mineral resources could be extremely damaging 

to the biological resources and should therefore be prohibited or made subject 

to certain conditions. There was also a need to draw up a list of problems which 

had not so far been settled in the sphere of international law and which would 

have to be borne in mind when it became possible to exploit the sea-bed and its 

subsoil beyond the limits of national jurisdiction. All those might be the tasks 

of the Working Groups and the Committee itself. 

In his delegation's view~ the sstablishment of two separate Working Groups 

would definitely help the Committee to carry out its terms of reference. Their 

work would be distributed as follows : one of the groups of experts had been set 

up to undertake "a comprehensive survey of activities in marine science and 

technology~ including that relating to mineral resources development"~ under the 

terms of General Assembly resolution 2172 (XXT). The other group~ in his 

delegation's view~ would do well to avoid duplication of work by acting in close 

co-operation with the Working Group established by the Intergovernmental 

Oceanographic Commission of UNESCO to consider legal a'spects~of scientific 

investigations of marine resources and to prepare relevant documentation. The 

Com~nittee should also be mindful of the resolutions of the Economic and Social 

Council~ and in particular of resolution Ii12 (XL). 

His delegation took the view that the interests of th.e developing countries 

should be accorded priority in the Committee's proceedings. It firmly believed 

that the work of the newly-created organ would help man to acquire greater 

knowledge of the earth and to derive more benefits from its resources. With that 

in mind~ his delegation would spare no effort to ensure the Committee's success 

and the achievement of its purposes. 

Mr. EVENSEN (Norway) said that~ in view of the complexity of the 

technical~ legal and economic problems involved in the exploitation of the 

resources of the sea-bed and its subsoil, the two Working Groups would not be able 

to begin their work until the Secretariat had provided them with the necessary 

working documents. He supported the suggestion of the representative of Malta 

that the Secretariat should prepare a document presenting available facts about 
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the resources of the sea-bed and the ocean floor beyond the limits of national 

jurisdiction. Although necessarily based largely on guess~ork; such estimates 

~¢ould prove highly useful to the mem~ers of the Ad Hoc Committee. The other 

documents suggested by the representative of Malta would also be very useful: 

a document on the present and future technology relating to the exploitation of 

the sea-bed and its subsoil for economic purposes - mes,ning; in effect~ methods of 

extracting oil and gas; which it was foreseen would be exploited up to a depth 

of ijO00 metres within the next decade; a study on the military uses to which the 

ocean floor and its subsoil ,night be put; a legal document listing the extent and 

nature of national claims to the sea-bed and the ocean floor; including a survey 

of the multilateral and bilateral conventions concluded among States for the 

purpose of delimiting the extent of their continental shelves~ of the kind which 

the United Kingdom; Denmark and Sweden had signed. 

In addition; it would be extremely useful to have a study of the possibilities 

of prohibiting the installation of weapons on the ocean floor and in its subsoil. 

On that very important question; his delegation shared the view expressed by the 

USSR representative. The Secretariat might also provide the members of the Ad Hoc 

Committee with a study of the work done in that field by'the Conference of the 

Eighteen-Nation Committee on Disarmament. Finally~ it would be useful to have a 

paper on national legislation concerning the exploitation of the natural resources 

of the continental shelf and its subsoil; that would thro~{ light on some of the 

problems facing the Committee. Similarly~ the legislation adopted in some 

countries on safe practices in connexion with oil drilling or mining in marine 

areas might contain valuable information. Mention could be made in that connexion 

of the regulations on the subject laid do~n in Nor~¢egian legislation, ~¢hich 

He believed that consideration should be given to the possibility of' putting 

into practice the United States representative's interesting proposal that an 

international decade of ocean exploration should be proclaimed. 

The Norwegian Government was prepared to make available to the United Nations 

Secretariat the material ~hich it had collected on the exploitation and 

exploration of its continental shelf. 
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Mr. ANANICHEV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) stressed that 

the work of the Committee should be organized in accordance with the guidelines 

set out in General Assembly resolution 2340 (XXII). With respect to ~heuSQnh~ents 

that were needed, it was the duty of the Secretariat, in pursuance of the 

provisions of operative paragraph 2 (a) of that resolution, to provide the 

Ad Hoc Committee with a survey of the past and present activities of the United 

Nations, the specialized agencies~ IAEA and other inter-governmental bodies with 

regard to the sea-bed and the ocean floor~ and of existing international 

agreements concerning those areas. It would also be useful if the Secretariat 

prepared an account of the scientific~ technical, economic and legal aspects of 

the peaceful utilization of the Sea-bed and the ocean floor beyond the limits of 

national jurisdiction. With regard to the study of the scientific aspects, it 

would be desirable to enlist the collaboration of the Intergovermmental 

Oceanographic Commission of UNESCO. Lastly, the Secretariat should make 

available to the members of the Ad Hoc Committee a document setting forth the 

views expressed by Member States in their replies to the questionnaire which the 

Secretary-General had sent to them. 

Those three documents~ and those which were to be prepared in pursuance of 

the provisions of General Assembly resolution 2172 (XXI) and Economic and 

Social Council resolution ii12 (XL), should be circulated in the official 

languages at least one month before the next session of the Ad Hoc Committee. The 

two Working Groups would then be able, within their respective fields of competence~ 

to examine the activities of States and the prospects for the future. That 

would enable the Ad Hoc Committee to concentrate on the political aspects of the 

problems involved, and particularly on the need to prohibit the use of the ocean 

floor and its subsoil for military purposes. 

He believed that the Ad Hoc Committee should take its decisions unanimously~ 

in order that the interests of all might be safeguarded in so important a field. 

Mr. FEDOROV (Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission and United 

Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization) pointed out that the 

comprehensive survey of the\activities currently being carried on in the field 

of marine science and technology which the General Assembly, in its 

resolution 2172 (XXI), had requested the Secretary-General to undertake would 

necessarily be very broad. 

f 
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In accordance with the guidelines set out in General Assembly 

resolution 2340 (XXII), certain specific points should therefore be gone into 

in greater detail. The fields with which the recommendations of the Group of 

Experts set up by the Secretary-Ceneral dealt - better understanding of the marine 

environment through science, exploitation of the biological and mineral resources 

of the sea, problems of pollution, and training in marine sciences - came within 

the competence of various special bodies~ the _Ad Ho____~c Committee and its Working 

Groups should bear that in mind, with a view to establishing productive 

co-operation. 

In reply to the Soviet Union representative' s proposal concerning the 

preparation by the Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission of a study of the 

scientific aspects of the exploitation of the resources of the ocean floor and 

its subsoil, he said that the Commission had already drawn up a provisional 

document on the subject. That study was available to any delegations which 

might wish to see it. 

Mr. DENORME (Belgium) noted with satisfaction that, according to the 

information provided by Mr. de Breuvery, whomhe thanked ~for his hard work, the 

studies undertaken dealt already with a number of questions that were particularly 

important for the work of the Committee- survey of mineral resources, exploration 

techniques~ exploitation methods, activities of international organizations, 

promotion of greater international co-operation, and so forth. Consequently, 

duplication must be avoided, so as not to add unnecessarily to the already 

sizable schedule of work imposed on the Secretariat. Furthermore, a time-table 

for the A d HO c Committee's work should be established, account being taken of the 

dates on which the various studies would be available. 

The meeting rose at 1 p.m. 

... 
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Mr, PARTHASARATHI ~ (India) emphasized that the sea-bed and the ocean 

floor beyond the limits of national jurisdiction should be used exclusively for 

peaceful purposes. That opinion was shared by many delegations, in particular by 

the representative of the Soviet Union. 

He also agreed with the delegations of the Sudan, Sweden, Malta and Denmark 

that the ocean floor and its subsoils should in no case be appropriated 

unilaterally. The resources they contained should be used for the benefit of 

mankind as a whole, particularly the developing countries. 

The Ad Hoc Committee should pronounce itself on the principles which should 

govern the conduct of nations in that sphere of aetivity~ taking as its guide the 

words of the Secretary-General~ who had said at the opening of the session that 

any exploration and exploi~tion of the sea-bed should be conducted in accordance 

with the purposes and principles of the United Nations Charter~ in the interest of 

maintaining international peace and security and for the benefit of all mankind. 

The Committee should therefore recommend to the General Assembly the immediate 

adoption of a declaration analogous to that which had been drawn up for outer 

space. Such a declaration should be based on the following: principles" the sea- 

bed and the ocean floor beyond the limits of national jurisdiction were part of 

the common heritage of mankind and should be used for the bene/fit of all countries, 

particularly the developing countries; any exploration and exploitation carried 

out should be in accordance with international law .and the United Nations Charter. 

The United Nations should give direction and purpose to activities which might 

later be undertaken in that area. 

In accordance with the provisions of operative paragraph 2 (c) of General 

Assembly resolution 2340 (XXII), the Ad Hoc Committee should promote international 

co-operation in the exploration~ conservation and use of the sea-bed and the ocean 

floor~ on the basis of the reports of its Working Groups~ which should study their 

respective subjects and make practical recommendations in collaboration with 

other international bodies, particularly the Intergovernmental Oceanographic 

Commission. Publication by the Office of Legal Affairs of a further volume on the 

law of the sea would be very useful to the members of the Legal Working Group. 

It would also be desirable for the Secretary-General to carry out the 
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comprehensive legal and administrative study referred to in paragraph 9 of document 

A/Ac. /952 
His delegation would study with interest the proposalj submitted by the 

representative of the United States~ to proclaim an International Decade of Ocean 

Exploration, when further details about it were available. He believed that the 

work of the Ad Hoc Committee and its Working Groups should be governed by the 

rules of procedure of the General Assembly. 

The CHAIRMAN indicated that the Office of Legal Affairs planned to 

publish a further volume on the law of the sea in the near future. 

Mr. B ~  (France) said that at the present juncture the Ad Hoc 

Committee's essential task was to adopt a programme of work. As far as principles 
. .. 

were concerned, his delegation was opposed to any restriction of the freedom of the 

highseas, and therefore to the division of the sea-bed and the ocean floor. The 

limits of the continental shelf should be defined, in order :that special legal 

provisions for the deep-sea bottom could be drawn up. As for the work programme~ 

stress should be laid on the exploratory nature of the Ad Hoc Committee's work~ in 

that its primary task was to draw up a list of the problems raised by the 

exploration and use of the sea-bed and the ocean floor. His delegation believed 

that the details of the Ad Hoc Committee's organization could be settled on the 

basis of the proposals contained in the working paper submitted by Belgium 

(A/AC.135/3). However, study of certain aspects of the programme could be 
• 

,entrusted to other bodies; for example~ the proble m of sea-water pollution seemed 

to fall within the competence of IMCO. 

He shared the view of a number of delegations that work in such a new field 

should be approached with caution. All the opinions expressed should therefore be 

taken into consideration~ and the plenary Committee should take its important 

decisions with the agreement of all its members. His delegation wished to thank 

the Secretariat for its important contribution to the work of the Ad Hoc Committee. 

Mr,. VINCI (Italy) observed that, in accordance with the provisions of 

operative paragraph 2 (a) and (b) of General Assembly resolution 2340 (XXII), the 

main task of the Ad Hoc Committee consisted in organizing all existing knowledge 

relating to the ocean floor and its subsoil and to the exploitation of their 

resources. The political~ military, legal, economic and scientific problems 

involved in any undertaking connected with such an important matter shoul~ • also be 

/o Q • 
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studied with great care. Moreover~ it was important to learn the views of States 

and to discover what had been done in the field of oceanography~ so that the 

Committee could draw up a clear and complete inventory of the current situation. 

On the basis of that inventory the Ad Hoc Committee should be enabled to formulate 

recommendations as to whether future actions should be devoted solely and mainly 

at enlarging our knowledge of the sea-bed and its subsoil or at fostering wider 

forms of international co-operation in the exploitation of their resources for 

the benefit of mankind. The proposals advanced by the United States representative 

concerning the launching of an International Decade of Ocean Exploration was of 

great inter est. 

Sooner or later~ the Ad Hoc Committee would have to consider the formulation 

of legal principles governing the future activities of Governments relating to the 

sea-bed and the ocean floor and the subsoil thereof. However~ any attempt to 

formulate generally acceptable principles with undue haste might prove more of harm 

than of use to the work of the Committee. In that connexion~ he mentioned the 

memorandum (A/AC.135/I/Add.2) in which the Italian Government had proposed that 

certain special problems~ such as that of the pollution of~sea water by the 

discharge of radioactive wastes, the problems concerning the "flora" of the seas 

and of the oceans and the differences in the scope of the Committee's terms of 

reference as applied to the bed and the subsoil of the "enclosed seas" on one hand 

and~ on the other hand~ to the sea-bed and subsoil of open seas and oceans. It 

would be also worth while~ as the representative of Chile had proposed~ to seek the 

co-operation of certain international technical bodies~ for example~ UNCTAD~ in 

the field of trade and development. He thanked the Secretariat and the specialized 

agencies in advance for the major contribution which they would make to the work of 

the Ad Hoc Committee. The working paper submitted by the Belgian delegation 

(A/AC.135/3) contained a number of valuable suggestions concerning the organization 

of the Committee's work and the terms of reference of the Working Groups. 

Mr. Vinci said that the task of considering the broad political aspects of 

the question should lie with the plenary Committee which should operate in so far 

as possible on the basis of generally agreed decisions~ a method which had been 

successfully used by the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space. As for 

the military implications of the question; Mr. Vinci said that they should be 

referred for advice to the Eighteen-Nation Committee on Disarmament~ as it was 

. i • 
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suggested by his delegation in the course of the debate in the General Assembly. 

In order to carry out its work efficiently~ the Ad Hoc Committee would be well 

advised to follow the methods of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space. 

M r. KLUSAK (Czechoslovakia) said that the survey to be prepared by the 

Secretary-General in accordance with General Assembly resolution 2172 (XXI) and 

Economic and Social Council resolution 1112 (XL) would give the Ad Hoc Committee 

the basic material with which to carry out its terms of reference. The 

Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission~ in co-operation with other international 

organizations, should continue its scientific and technical research into the 

exploitation of the resources of the ocean floor and~ through the Secretary-General, 

the Committee should invite Member States having experience in that field to 

intensify their co-operation with the Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission 

and to take an active part in the assessment of all results of the exploration of 

the sea-bed which might be of importance for the work of the Committee. There was 

a danger of duplication between the work of the Committee and that of the Economic 

and Social Council with regard to the economic aspects of the exploitation of the 

sea-bed. The report prepared by the Secretary-General fbr the Economic and Social 

Council, which was due to appear at the beginning of April, would allow the 

Committee to form a better idea of that aspect of the situation. 

Proceeding from the principle that the ocean depths should be reserved 

exclusively for peaceful uses beneficial to all mankind~ his delegation supported 

the idea of drawing up a binding declaration which would prevent the ocean floor 

from being used for military purposes. His delegation did so in the same spirit 

which had prompted it to give its full support to the principle of general and 

complete disarmament. The adoption of such a d@claration would pave the way for 

the solution of the complex political and legal problems involved in control of 

the sea-bed and for the creation of the atmosphere of confidence necessary for 

inter-State co-operation. 

Referring to expressions such as "the sea-bed and the ocean floor" and "the 

subsoil thereof, underlying the high seas beyond the limits of present national 

jurisdiction" contained in General Assembly resolution 2340 (XXII), he pointed out 

that neither the Convention on the Territorial Sea and the Contiguous Zone or the 

Convention on the Continental Shelf assigned fixed limits to the areas to which 

they applied. The limits of territorial waters claimed by maritime States varied 

..... /, Q • ' 
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from three to 200 nautical miles~ whereas sovereign rights over the continental 

shelf could be extended for as far as the possibilities of exploitation allowed~ 

by virtue of article 1 of the relevant Convent ion ~ the technical advancement of 

certain highly developed States enabled them increasingly to extend those limits. 

That fact further aggravated the existing imbalance in the distribution of natural 

riches in the world and gave rise to a problem whose solution was of interest to 

all countries~ including land-locked countries such as Czechoslovakia. Under those 

circumstances~ the Committee should supplement the survey of existing international 

agreements which formed part of its mandate by a legal and historical analysis of 

the relevant provisions of such agreements and possibly by a list of coastal States~ 

indicating the extent of their territorial waters and including a description or 

graphic demarcation of the continental shelf. The Committee would thus be better 

equipped to solve the political and legal problems of determining the extent of 

the ocean floor beyond the limits of national sovereignty. With regard to the 

establishment of a body of law applicable to the sea-bed~ his delegation was in 

favour of internationalizing the area and reserving it exclusively for peaceful 

exploration, as had been done for outer space and the Antarctic. 

International co-operation~ the whole basis of the Committee's work~ included 

a number of significant legal aspects pertaining to the form~ organization and 

conditions of such co-operation. The Legal Working Group should endeavour to 

co-operate with the special working group set up by the Intergovernmental 

Oceanographic Commission to carry out preliminary studies for the preparation of 

drafts of conventions on the basic principles of conducting scientific research on 

the high seas and on the international norms of exploration and exploitation of the 
l 

mineral resources of the high seas. 

It would be premature to discuss methods of future economic exploitation of 

the resources of the ocean floor. Nevertheless, the work of the Committee should 

be aimed at ensuring that the resources in question were exploited for the benefit 

of all countries. Consequently~ his delegation had listened with great interest 

to the Maltese representative's suggestion concerning the interest of land-locked 

countries in the exploitation of the ocean's resources. 

He agreed with several delegations that the work of the Committee should not 

be carried out over-hastily, thus endangering the mutual understanding and 

confidence which should exist between States still having different points of view 
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regarding the sea-bed~ or jeopardizing the increased co-operation which was so 

essential for the Committee to carry out its difficult task. 

Mr. WALDRON-RAMSEY (United Republic of Tanzania) said that the mandate 
--~ ~ • : = ~ ~ =_-~ = . ~  ~ , t  ~-, , ,  ~= ~ . ~ . . ~  _ 

given to the Ad Hoc Committee by the General Assembly necessitated the preparation 

of a programme of work that would make it possible to define the limits of the 

studY to be carried out and in particular to examine the scope and the various 

aspects of the reservation exclusively for peaceful purposes of the sea-bed and 

ocean floor and the concept of using their resources in the interests of all 

mankind. The goals chosen called for political commitment and a favourable 

psychological attitude on the part of all States. 

A survey of the activities of other United Nations bodies should enable the 

Ad Ho__._~c Committee to determine the extent to which States had undertaken military 

Qr para-military activities near the sea-bed and the ocean floor and to recommend 

to the General Assembly the total prohibition of such activities~ that being an 

important prerequisite for exploiting the ocean depths for the benefit of all 

mankind. 
b 

With regard to the work of the Working Groups, the document submitted by the 

Belgian delegatien (A/AC.135/3) should be studied carefully3 but the Committee 

should not allow itself to become so absorbed in scientific problems as to neglect 

economic questions. In that connexien, he hoped that the Belgian delegation would 

elaborate Somewhat on its proposal~ which posed some conceptual difficulties for 

his own delegation. From the legal point of view, it would seem advisable to take 

certain problems of definition which would exert an important influence on the 

scope of the study, although it seemed to be generally agreed that the Committee's 

terms of reference did not allow it to call into question the basic principle that 

a littoral State exercised sovereign rights over its territorial waters and 

continental shelf and over their subsoils. 

With regard to procedure3 his delegation favoured the closest possible 

co-operation among Member States with a view to solving the various problems~ but 

co-operation prompted by a common spirit of goodwill was an ideal that was not 

always attainable, since there were often differences of opinion. His delegation 

Considered that the Ad Hoc Committee's work should be pursued intensively with a 
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view to producing concrete results. On the other hand, some States were not in 

favour of the proposed study and would prefer that the Committee did not do any 

constructive work; those States wanted to confine themselves to generalities° 

For motives which were perhaps different~ they had adopted the same attitude~ stud 

that situation aroused some suspicion in his delegation~ which could not agree to 

the requests that the Committee should a Hriori adopt the consensus procedure. 

His delegation felt obliged to press for the continued application of the 

Committee's rules of procedure, which were those of the General Assembiy~ unless 

the Committee decided to adopt a new set of rules of its own. His delegation saw 

no need for a statement on the matter by the Chairman and considered that it was 

for delegations to explain their views3 from time to time according to 

circumstances, on the procedure to be followed in adopting decisions. It was~ of 

course 3 prepared to consider the arguments which might be put forward in favour 

of waiving the application of the Assembly rules of procedure in a given case~ 

but it would have to be convinced that such a course was justified by exceptional 

circumstances and that there was no alternative. 

The CHAIRMAN said he was sure that all delegations intended to make a 

constructive contribution to the Committee ts work. 

Mr, SHAW (Australia) recalled that his delegation had defined its 

position on the Maltese representativets proposal during the debate in the First 

Committee at the twenty-second session of the General Assembly. That proposal 

had led to the establishment of the Committee, and there seemed to be a broad 

measure of agreement concerning the Committee's functions~ which were set cut in 

operative paragraph 2 of resolution 2340 (XXII). Some delegations had said that 

the first step should be to undertake a broad inquiry into all aspects of the use 

of the sea-bed and ocean floor beyond the limits of national jurisdiction. The 

CommitteeTs first task was thus to find and assemble the facts~ as requested in 

paragraphs 2 (a) and 2 (b) of resolution 2340 (XXII). The Committee would then 

be able to make recommendations on the best means of promoting international 

co-operation. 

The document submitted by the Belgian delegation had greatly facilitated the 

organization of the Committee's work~ and the Committee~ as proposed in that 
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documentj had set up two Working Groups to deal 3 respectively, with economic and 

technical questions and with legal questions. His delegation had noted the list 

of documents which were in course of preparation and would soon be made available 

to the Technical and Economic Working Group. It would perhaps be helpful if some 

of the other suggestions relating to additional studies could be merged so as to 

lighten and simplify the work of the Secretariat3 which would then be able to 

prepare the necessary documents before the first meeting of the Working Groups. 

The Committee had also heard a proposal relating to an international decade 

of ocean exploration. At the appropriate stage, his delegation would examine the 

possibilities offered by that suggestion for expanding international co-operation 

in the use of the oceaus~ the sea-bed and the ocean floor. Several delegations 

had stressed the need for close co-operation with the specialized agencies and 

other international bodies already erlgaged in the study of the sea-bed. Australia, 

which was a member of several of those organizations~ was well aware of the 

activities already undertaken in the fields related to the Committee's interests. 

The Legal Working Group3 too~ had an important task to perform~ and one that 

would require it to take account of existing national and ~nternational legislation 

relating to the continental shelf. Australia3 incident ally ~ was one of the 

countries which had ratified the Geneva Convention on the Continental Shelf, and 

it recommended that the Working Group should study the relationship between the 

exploitation of the resources of the ocean floor and the rights of States as 

defined in that Convention. 

With regard to the prohibition of the use of the sea-bed and ocean floor for 

military purposes3 particularly those involving the use of nuclear weapons~ his 

delegation wished to reiterate its belief that the arms-contrel aspects of the 

Maltese proposal should be carefully considered. As the preservation of the 

sea-bed and the ocean floor for peaceful purposes was related to general 

diss~mament~ the problems involved came within the competence of the Eighteen- 

Nation Committee on Disarmament. 

Australia's participation in the Ad Hoc Committee's work was prompted by its 

geographical situation3 by the important role which the sea played in its national 

economy and by its participation in many oceanographic research activities. His 
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delegation was confident that the Committee would help to promote international 

co-operation in that important field. It hoped to pla~ a constructive role in 

furthering the ~bjectives laid down in the General Assembly resolution establishing 
• 

the Committee r s mandate. 

Mr,, PATRIGTA (Brazil) expressed the hope that the Committee ts work would 
l 

produce positive results3 and recalled that his country had played an active role 

in drawing up the mandate set out in ~ esolution 2340 (XXII). Although the 

magnitude of the issues involved would have justified the establishment of a 

permanent body3 it had been decided to set up a provisional committee which would 

submit recommendations to the General Assembly on the steps to be taken to ensure 

the peaceful use of the sea-bed and the ocean floor. 

Brazil~ which had a coastline of more than 8,000 kilometres~ naturally took 

a keen interest in the Committee ts work. With regard to the examination by the 

United Nations of the various problems involved~ he recalled that his delegation 

had already expressed its views on the Maltese proposal in the First Committee at 

the twenty-second ~ession of the General Assembly. It had at that time stressed 
L.. 

Brazil's interest in all questions relating to the marine envlronment and had also 

outlined the activities which Brazil had undertaken in that connexion. Brazil hadj 

for example j acquired considerable experience through the exploration of off-shore 

deposits of oil and natural gas~ and various Brazilian institutions were undertaking 

oceanographic research with specially-equipped ships. 

Those activities had enabled his country to appreciate the prospects of 

exploration and exploitation of the ocean depths and the sea-bed, and it therefore 

could not but support the participation of the world community in the study and 

preparation of research programmes in that field. His country's interest in the 

Committee's work explained the especially warm support it had given to the Maltese 

proposal. As to action at the natienal level~ the Brazilian Government had taken 

measures to ensure co-operation between private and public bedies. It had just 

set up an Inter-Ministerial Commission which had as its main ebjectives: the study 

of existing information on problems relating to the exploration and exploitation 

of the resources of the sea-bed~ the taking-stock of activities3 plans and the 

existing national legislation; the formulation of principles governing the Brazilian 
. , 
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position; the means of maintaining relations ~ith public and private agencies; and 

the promotion of research and the training of skilled personnel. 

In his view, it was only with a full knowledge of all the implications of 

the subject that the developing countries~ and his own in particular~ could defend 

their positions and contribute to genuine international co-operation. His 

delegation did not wish~ however~ to prejudge any future action in that field by 

the United Nations. The Committee:s immediate task was organization. At the 

present stage, the members could do no more than adopt a programme of work. 0nly 

when the studies and the proposals submitted by the Member States and the 

Secretariat had been appraised could the Committee evaluate the results of that 

work and report to the General Assembly. In conclusion3 he expressed his 

delegation's desire to contribute fully to the discharge of the substantive work 

entrusted to the Committee~ and he said that his country expected to be the host 

for the next session. 

Mr. p~ISCAR~ (International Atomic Energy Agency) reviewed some of the 

activities of the Agency which were relevant to General Assembly resolution 

2340 (XXII). At the present time~ those activities were concerned with pollution 

of the sea by radioactive material. The United Nations Conference on the Law of 

the Sea~ held in 1958~ had recommended that the Agency should assist countries 

in controlling the discharge or release of radioactive materials in the sea and 

should promulgate standards for internationally accepted regulations to prevent 

radioactive pollution of the sea. Although the release of radioactive material 

into the sea had been taking place for some years~ relatively little was yet known 

about resulting physical and biological phenomena. The problem was further 

complicated by different methods and the techniques used in the national studies 

as well as by gaps in the data provided. The Agency was striving~ through its 

contacts with national laboratories as well as through a co-ordinated programme of 

research contracts~ for the co-ordination of national research in order to achieve 

a concerted a~d uniform approach to the problem of marine radioactivity. The work 

consist~ chiefly ~f physlcal~ chemical and biological studies concerned ]~ith 

radio-isotope distribution~ chemical changes and the accumulation of radioactive 

substances in certain marine organisms. It might contribute not only to a rational 
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solution of problems arising from radioactive waste disposal, but also to a better 

understanding of chemical and biological processes which had a close bearing on 

marine resources. 

The Agency was also concerned with standardization so as to make research 

methods internationally comparable and with providing support for basic studies 

not undertaken by national research. 

In seeking a solution to the problems of radioactive waste disposal~ which 

was the main source of marine radioactivity~ the Agency promoted the exchange of 

information through its half-yearly publication~ by the organization of meetings 

and the symposia~ and by the distribution of safety manuals. 

The question of registering radioactive waste releases made by different 

countries had been raised in 1959 but had not aroused sufficient interest. The 

Agency hoped~ however~ that its next questionnaire would have a more favourable 

reception. It envisaged~ in that connexion, the setting up of a reference centre 

which would keep up-to-date records of such releases. The Agency also drew up 

regulations and made recommendations whenever sufficient scientific data were made 

available to it. Its interests were not~ however, limited to technical and 

scientific problems, for in 1961-1963 a panel had met to disQuss the permissibility 

of radioactive waste disposal into surface water under international law. He 

recalled that the Agency co-operated with various international organizations, and 

he assured the Committee of the Agency's willingness to co-operate with it in its 

future tas ks. 

Mr. THACHER (United States of America) expressed satisfaction that 

remarks of the representative of Tanzania on consensus and on rules of procedure 

were not directed at the United States. The United States delegation knew of no 

formal or informal proposal by any delegation to alter or bypass the rules of 

procedure which normally govern subsidiary bodies of the General Assembly. The 

United States delegation had already made its position clear in its statement of 

20 March" 

"It is well that these working groups will be open to all members 

of the Ad Ho______Xc Committee. Like the Committee itself, they sl~ould carry 

on their important work on the basis of consensus. In its experience 

with the problem of the peaceful uses of outer s pace~ the General Assembly 

@ @ @ 



-65- A/AC. 135/SR. 7 

(Mr. Thacher, United States.) 

learned that the requirement for consensus~ though not without difficulties~ 

represents the soundest means of making effective progress. Common prudence 

suggests that proposals which could involve national security~ essential 

supplies of resources and materials~ orderly economic development~ existing 

and proposed treaty provisions, new international functions~ and appreciable 

expenditures will require the broadest possible support." 

Mr, DENORME (Belgium) thanked all the speakers who had referred to the 

document presented by his delegation and declared their support for the proposals 

it contained regarding the mandate of the Working Groups. His delegation had 

noted the comments made by some delegations 3 and in particular by the French 

delegation s concerning the role of IMCO in preventing pollution of the sea. 

Replying to the question put by the Tanzanian representative~ he said he 

believed that the Committee should request the Intergovernmental Oceanographic 

Commission of UNESCO to supply it with the desired documents relating to the 

scientific aspects of the problem. The UNESCO representative had already 

circulated an excellent summary of those aspects] when that summary had been 

expanded, it would be helpful if it were considered by th<e Oceanographic 

Commission before being transmitted to the Ad Hoc Committee. Furthermore~ the 

Working Groups had a clearly defined task~ and it should be possible to avoid 

overlapping between their work and that of the Oceanographic Commission. 

The CHAIRMAN said that he intended~ at the Committee's next and last 

meeting~ to summarize the work accomplished up to the present stage~ to review 

the documents to be made available to the Working Groups and to consider members' 

suggestions separately. He also hoped that he could make known the time-table 

for carrying out the tasks still outstanding. 

The meeting rose at 12.40 p.m. 

... 
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Mr. JOHNSON (Liberia) said he thought that the Committee had done all 
. . . . . . .  - . . . . .  , ° 

it could to carry out its terms of reference under General Assembly resolution 

2340 (XXII)~ and that it could be considered to have achieved its ~mnediate 

purpose of drafting up a programme of work. The Committee, because of the 

complexity of the subject to be discussed and the scant documentation available 

to most delegations, could not perform its work effectively until the reports of 

the Secretary-General and of the specialized agencies had been circulated. 

It was essential that the resources of the sea-bed should be exploited in the 
° 

interest of m~nkind, and not for destructive purposes. He mentioned, in that 

connexion, an article in the periodical Vista concerning ownership of the riches 

of the sea in which the author described the minerals to be found on the sea-bed 

and the ocean floor, the present and possible future means of exploiting them~ 

and the problems relating to the ownership of such resources. With regard to the 

last point, he took the view that the adoption of a code of rules by the world 

community ~s a matter of urgency. 

For those reasons, his delegation would urge the members of the Committee to 

show patience and tolerance and to proceed in such a way as to overcome the 

problems progressively, rather than to create new ones. His delegation hoped to 

contribute constructively to the Committee's work. 

Mr. PI~RA (Chile) said that the Committee's most urgent task was to 

determine its methods of work. He suggested that the session should be extended~ 

if necessary, by one or two days~ so that the members of the Committee could reach 

agreement on that matter. The Committee must take resolution 2340 (XXII) as its 

basis and bear in mind the need to use the resources of the sea for peaceful 

purposes. In that connexion~ he was pleased that the representative of Italy had 

taken up the suggestion which he himself had made at the 4th meeting~ namely, that 

the Con~nittee should seek the collaboration of such bodies as UNCTAD. Whatever 

position delegations might take on the legal aspects of the question~ it ought to 

be possible to reach fairly general agreement on the scope of the Committee's 

activities and on the means of action open to it~ in the absence of such agreement~ 

resolution 2340 (XXII) might remain a dead letter, and the resources of the sea 
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would then undoubtedly be exploited for purely lucrative purposes. The Con~uittee 

must act in the same spirit as had guided the proceedings of UNCTAD in 1964 and 

had raade it possible to adopt~ unanimously or by a very large majority, decisions 

modifying some of the principles which had governed economic and commercial 

activity during the twenty years following the Second World War. The decisions 

adopted at Geneva in 1964 had called in question rules of international trade 

hitherto regarded as sacrosanct. The Ad Hoc Committee might similarly formulate 

entirely new principles with respect to the exploitation of the resources of the 

sea. The activities of the two Working Groups established by the Ad Hoc Committee 

would be essentially of a technical nature~ but their work would not be productive 

unless the principles by which they should be guided were laid down. 

The oceans, which covered three quarters of the surface of the earth~ 

harboured immeasurable wealth that could be used for the development of the less 

favoured regions. The Committee must be an instrument of development in the 

service of the entire world community, and to that end it would do well to secure 

the collaboration of such bodies as the Advisory Committee on the Application of 

Science and Technology to Development and the Committee fbr Development Planning. 

If the Committee was to carry out its technical and legal tasks, it must 

first of all find the required resources. He believed that the International 

Development Association might be able to make available to the Committee 

international funds earmarked for specific projects. While the financial question 

undoubtedly presented difficult problems~ his delegation felt that, if the Committee 

succeeded in making a name for itself as a body pursuing purely peaceful ends and 

seeking only to facilitate development, it would not have long to wait for the 

financial support it needed. 

Mr. IU~NUS (Pakistan) said that it was important first of all to determine 

to what extent the vast resources of the sea-bed and its subsoil could be 

exploited and who owned them. The problem of delimitating the territorial sea and 

other related questions should therefore be studied with care. The positions of the 

delegations participating in the Ad Hoc Committee varied~ according as the countries 

they represented were or were not technically capable of exploiting the wealth 

of the seas. It was the duty of the Committee to ensure that the technological 
• . 
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superiority of some countries did not give rise to a new type of colonial situation; 
_ 

therein lay its responsibility towards future generations. It must endeavour to 

achieve higher ideals, over and above the individual interests of each State. 

In that connexion~ his delegation endorsed certain fundamental principles 

which had been voiced by various members of the Ad Hoc Committee. In the first 

place~ the ocean floor and its subsoil could not be subjected to any national 

sovereignty. Secondly, the exploitation of the ocean's resources should be 

conducted in accordance with the purposes and principles of the United Nations ; such 

exploitation should be for the benefit of mankind as a whole and should take into 

account the needs of the developing countries. Finally, the sea-bed and its 

subsoil should be used strictly for peaceful purposes. In addition, his delegation 

was prepared to give earnest consideration to the possibility of setting up an 

international body having certain responsibilities with regard to the use of the 

sea-bed. 

Some members of the Ad Hoc Committee had said that undue haste must be 

avoided, while others had asserted the urgency of formulating certain basic 

principles in the absence of which pre-emptive policies might~become the rule. It 

would be for the two Working Groups, in their respective spheres, to reconcile 

those two necessities, the conflicting nature of which was more apparent than real. 

His delegation had noted with interest the United States representative's 

proposal for the launching of an international decade of ocean exploration. 

Careful consideration should also be given to the possibility of drawing up a 

declaration covering as many general principles aspossible. 

In his delegation's opinion, the Ad Hoc Committee should endeavour to reach 

its decisions by consensus; that did not mean that its proceedings would cease 

to be subject to the rules of procedure of the General Assembly. 

Mr. ABDEL-HAMID (United Arab Republic) expressed the hope that a 

solution ~ould soon be found to the procedural problems involved in organizing the 

work of the Committee and the two Working Groups, and that the Committee and the 

Groups would then be able to devote all their efforts to the task entrusted to them. 

Among the many ideas which had been brought to the attention of the Committee~ the 

following points seemed particularly noteworthy: the certainty, for all States in 
• . 
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the near Iklture, of a common interest in problems relating to the sea-bed, the 

acknowledgement of the principle that the resources of the ocean floor were the 

common heritage of mankind, the need for the exclusively peaceful use of those 

areas for the benefit of all mankind in accordance with the principles of the 

Charter of the United Nations~ the maintenance and enhancement by every State of 

international co-operation in that domain, co-ordination by the Committee of 

existing activities undertaken by the specialized agencies and by inter-governmental 

and national organizations~ access to scientific data for all States, thorough 

examination of the legal questions of existing practice, and the suspension of all 

activities which might prejudice the realization of those purposes. 

Foremost among the many suggestions made by delegations was that of the 

representative of Malta~ who had requested that the Committee should be supplied: 

with all available documentation, so that it might carry out its work effectively. 

The United States proposal concerning an international decade of ocean 

exploration was also of interest. The USSR suggestion that the General Assembly 

should be reco=~ended to express its support for the prohibition of the use of 

the sea-bed for military purposes was of great importanc@ to world peace. Its 

implementation would represent a considerable step towards the ultimate goal of 

general and complete disarmament. The United Kingdom representative had proposed 

that the Secretary-General should be asked to request the Governments of Member 

States to furnish him with information on their activities and programmes relevant 

to the Committee's task. His delegation was always ready to consider all proposals 

which would acquaint it more thoroughly with the different aspects of the question~ 

since it felt that it was only with full knowledge of the facts that it would be 

able to defend its rights and promote international co-operation. 

The Indian representative's proposal that a draft declaration should be 

submitted to the General Assembly deserved serious consideration; for such a 

step could provide a meaningful framework for the orderly study of the exploration 

and exploitation of the ocean floor. With regard to paragraph 2 (c) of 

resolution 2340 (XXII) relating to international co-operation and practical means 

to promote it, he wished to emphasize the importance which his delegation attached 

to the idea of establishing an international framework for dealing with the various 

°.o 
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problems related to the mandate of the Ad Hoc Committee. Such ~ step would help 

greatly to enhance international co-operation and to co-ordinate existing and 

future activities in that field. 

It was essential that the Conm~ittee should co-ordinate the activities of the 

Working Groups. Any delay in the proceedings of one of the Groups should not be 

allowed to affect the progress of the other. It would ~iso be advisable for their 

meetings and those of the Committee not to take place simultaneously. Finally, 

delegations should be free to submit suggestions at any time for inclusion in the 

Committee' s agenda. 

Th e meeting rgse at 12.25 p,m- 

o . .  



-73- A/AC • 135/SR. 9/Rev. i 

SUMMARY RECORD OF THE NINTH MEETING 

Held on Wednesday~ 27 March 1968~ at 4.25 p.m. 

CONTENTS 

Programme of work (concluded) 

Chairman" 
. . . . .  

Mr. AMERASINGHE Ceylon 

.°. 



A/AC.!35/S og/R v.  -74- 

PROGRA1-/FLE OF WORK (A/AC.135/1 and Add.1 and. 2, A/AC.135/2-4) (c0nc!uded) 

The C:HAIR~. suggested that the Committee should consider the material 

it needed from the Secretariat in order to proceed with the substance of its work. 

The material had to be prepared sufficiently in advance of the Committee's next 

series of meetings to allow representatives and their Governments to study it. 

The Committee should also bear in mind the need to give the Secretary-General an 

opportunity to refer to Member States for information which they might be in a 

position to furnish and which fell within the Committee rs terms of reference. 

The Committee had decided to establish two Working Groups: a Technical and 

Economic Working Group to deal with the technical ~nd economic aspects of the 

item, as well as related aspects, and a Legal Working Group to deal with the legal 

aspects. @ther aspects would be considered by the Committee as a whole j although 

the Working Groups might find it necessary to take them into consideration if 

they had a bearing on their work. 

With respect to the information required for the Technical and Economic 

Working Group, he suggested that the Committee should request the Secretary-General 

to fur~nish papers om~ first~ the present state of knowledg~ of the characteristics 

and resources of the sea-bed and ocean floor and its subso~l, including full 

estimates of the extent of such resources and the economic implications of their 

exploitation with particular reference to world trade and prices; ~econdlyj the 

present state of knowledge of methods of exploration and exploitation of those 

resources and foreseeable developments in the field; thirdly, the effect of such 

exploitation on the superjacent waters and on other uses of the marine environment; 

fourthly~ the present state of exploratory and exploitative activities in the 

sea-bed and ocean floor s~Id its subsoil. 

With respect to the information required for the Legal-Working Group, he 

suggested that the Committee should request from the Secretariat, firstj a 

statement of existing international agreements concerning the sea-bed and ocean 

floor and its subsoil underlying the high seas beyond the limits of present national 

jurisdiction and the extent and nature of State claims in that field; secondly, an 

account of the legal status of the sea-bed and ocean floor and its subsoil beyond 

the lio~its of national jurisdiction in so far as it was relevant to the exploration 
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and exploitation of the resources thereof~ including provisions and practice of the 

law of the sea relating to the question] thirdly, a survey of bilateral and 

multilateral treaties concluded among coastal States as to their continental 

shelves] fourthly, a paper on national legislation progranm~es of warious States 

concerning exploitation procedures and research into the natural resources of the 

sea-bed and ocean floor and its subsoil, including available legislation on safety 

practices in connexion with oil drilling and mining in marine areas; fifthly~ a 
S . 

statement of the various legal reglmes which might be applied to the exploitation 

of tlle resources covered by the Con~ittee~s terms of reference. 

The Committee would also wish to have a working paper summarizing the views 

expressed by Member States in the General Assemblyj in the Ad H0C Committee and in 

:heir replies to the Secretary-GeneralTs note verbale. It would also like to have 

paper from the Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission of UI~SC@ on the 

~cientific aspects of the subject and, with respect to the military aspects j 

documentation concerning the work of the Eighteen-Nation Committee on Disarmament 

with regard to the ocean floor. The Committee might also request the Secretary- 

General to include in his reports any proposals which he deemed worthy of 

consideration with respect to administrative machinery to manage and control the 

resources of the sea-bed and the funds derived from the exploitation of those 

re sotlrces. 

The Ad H____~ Committee itself would consider the political aspects and 

implications of the item and would also deal with the question of practical means 

to promote international co-operation in the exploitation, conservation and use of 

the sea-bed and ocean floor and its subsoil and their resources, on which it would 

report to the General Assembly. The Working Group would be free to include in 

their reports any indications regarding practical means of promoting international 

co-operation which might emerge during their discussions. Although it was 

contemplated that the two Working Greups might have to meet simultaneously~ the 

Committee would have to take into consideration the burden which that would impose 

upon the Secretariat. The Committee attached the highest importance to the 

assistance which could be rendered to it by the Secretary-General~ the specialized 

agencies~ the inter-governmental organizations listed in General Assembly resolution 

2340 (XXII) and other inter -government ~l bodies interested in the question. 

e o @ 
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While there was obviously a good deal of overlapping in the suggestions he 

had made~ and in some cases the suggestions reflected approaches to the subject- 

matter which might not be those of all members, he thought that there would be 

little point in trying at the present stage to subject all the ideas to an over-all 

scheme. The essential fact was that the Co~mnittee agreed on the need for basic 

information with which it could continue its work. Since a very considerable 

burden ~ould be placed upon the Secretariat in preparing all the material, he 

suggested that the Committee should ask the Secretariat to do as much as possible 

and to use its discretion with regard to the formal division and arrangement of 

subject-matter and material. 

Certain other suggestions had been made which would not reauire special 

material but which the Committee would no doubt consider at its future meetings. 

The Committee would probably wish to have further details from the United States 

representative regarding the proposal that the 197Ors should be declared an 

internationaldecade of ocean exploration. It might also wish to consider at some 

time in the future the pessibility of rec~mnending to the General Assembly the 

adoption of a declaration, similar to the Declaration regarding outer space, 

referring to the need to preserve the peaceful character of all activities in the 

field. It might also wish to take up the USSR suggestion that the Committee should 

recommend the Assembly to favour in principle the prohibition of the military use 

of the sea-bed and ecean floor beyond the limits of national jurisdiction. In 

view of the vital significance and scope of the subject before the Committee~ 

he was sure that the Secretariat would give due attention to the question of 

publicity for the Committee's work. 

He suggested that the Ad Hoc Committee's second series of meetings should 

begin on 17 June 1968~ by which time there should be sufficient material available 

for the two Working Groups to start their work. Meetings of the Committee itself 

might be necessary before the Working Groups began their discussions~ and there 

would have to be further meetings to consider progress reports or to resolve 

matters of common interest~ or matters concerning the Committee as a whole. It was 

expected that the second series of meetings would last about three weeks. It was 
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proposed that the Working Groups should conduct their business in inform,s/ sessions 3 

during which no record would be maintained; each Group would decide ",,;hen it should 

meet in formal session and summary records of: the formal proceedin6.,s :..~ouid be 

provided. 

A third and final series of meetings :rould be necessary for the prepare.orion of 

the Committee's report to the General Assembly, and it was proposed that those 

meetings should be held in the last week of August9 there might possibly be a 

need for the Working Groups to meet again at that time; in order to dispose of 

any matters carried over from their earlier meetings. He understood that it was 
• 

the desire of the Cormnittee that the invitation of the Government of Brazil to 

act as host to the third series of meetings should be accepted in principle. 

He suggested that, for the inC'ormation of members, his statement should be 

issued in full as a Committee document. 

It was so decided.* 

Mr. DE3NOR~.4E (Belgium) welcomed the Chairman's suggestions, which he 

considered useful and pertinent, although he hoped the Committee would have 
h. 

time to study them in more detail. He fully agreed that there would be little 

point in trying at the present stage to subject all the ideas to an over-all scheme. 

With respect to the Working Groups, the Chairman had referred to "related aspects"; 

it was his delegation's understanding that "their items of reference remained as 

set forth in the summary of meetings reproduced in issue No. 4372 of the Journal 

of the Uni/qed Nations ~ and in the summary record of the 2nd meeting of the Committee. 

Mr. JO}KNSON (Liberia) asked what approximate date the Secretariat 

envis~;ed for the third series of meetings. 

The CHAIP@~a~$1 said that that would depend on progress at the second 

series of meetings; it was impossible to give any firm forecast of the date. 

Mr. F INE~_zA (Chile) said that, in his view, the terms of reference of 

the Ad Ho~c Com:,:ittee and of the Working Groups had been fully defined in the relevant 

resolution and in the statements made by the Chairman in the course of the 

Con~nitteets discussions. In that connexion~ he hoped that the Chairman's statement 

at the 4th meeting could be issued in full as a Committee document. 

* The full text of the Chairman's statement has been issued as document 

A/:c. :35/5. 
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As the Chairman had indicated~ the Committee attached the highest importance 

to the assistance it might receive from certain inter-governalenta! organizations 

and bodies interested in the subjectj and he hoped that ~rt~i~ ur~ni~.~ions 

might be mentioned by name and that the form of contact the Committee would have 

with them might be specified. He was thinking particularly of the Committee for 

Development Planning, the Advisory Committee on the Application of Science and 

Technology to Development, the International Development Association and the Unitec] 

Nations Conference on Trade and Development. While those bodies were not 

specifically mentioned in the relevant resolutions~ he felt that the Committee was 

quite entitled to amplify and clarify the instructions it had received from the 

C~neral Assembly. 

There might be a need for the Committee to establish the terms of reference 

of the I'7orking Groups with greater clarity before they began their meetings. In 

addition~ it might be necessary for the committee to convene early in July, after 

the Groups had finished their work~ in order to consider~ and perhaps conf.irm, 

any decisions or proposals which had emerged and to establish guidelines for 

subsequent ~ork, particularly at the August meetings. He supported the proposal 

that the Working Groups should themselves decide when to hold informal meetinss, 

for ~.~hich summary records would not be required~ and formal meetings~ with 

summary records~ since that ~ould ensure maximum flexibility. 

~ile agreeing that decisions regarding the documentation to be made 

available for the next series of meetings should be left to the discretion of 

the Secretariat, he hoped that the Secretariat ~ould be selective andconcentra!~e 

on the rmaterial most essential to the Working Groups. 

His delegation ~as very interested in the United States proposal for an 

international decade of ocean exploration~ but it would need to have more 

information on the ° matter and to hear the viewS of other delegations before it 

could give it its complete support. It strongly supported the USSR proposal for 

a declaration regarding the prohibition of the military use of the sea-bed and 

ocean floor beyond the limits of national jurisdiction. 

The Co~mmittee might ask the United Nations Office of l~blic Information to 

propose a public relations programme to the Committee for its approval at 

d @ @  
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its next series of meetings and to give the widest possible publicity to the 

Committee's work in the interim. 

Lastly, the Committee should, as soon as possible and without waiting for 

the Legal WorMing Group to complete its work~ establish quite clearly that its 

terms of reference excluded all areas of the sea or ocean over which States 

claimed de facto or de jure rights. 

Mr. YA~(OV (Bulgaria) said that he was in general agreement with the 

Chairman's statement~ which marked an important stage in the Committee's work~ but 

suggested a brief suspension of the meeting to enable delegations to consider some 

of the points made in it~ hold consultations and present their views on that 

important summary of the main points of the Committee's deliberations. 

Mr. JOHNSON (Liberia) felt that a suspension would serve no useful 

purpose at the present stage, as the Committee did not have the text of the 

Chairman's statement before it. It had already been agreed that the statement 

would be circulated later, as an official document. He proposed the adjournment 

of the meeting. 

Mr. PATRIOTA (Brazil) expressed general agreement with the Chairman's 

statement, but said that he would like further information on the position 

regarding the Brazilian Government's invitation to the Committee to hold its third 

series of meetings in Brazil. He asked whether, as there appeared to be a general 

consensus in favour of acceptance, it would be possible for the Committee to 

accept the invitation formally, instead of merely "in principle"~ as he needed to 

submit fuller information to his Government. 

Mr. ABDEL-H~D (United Arab Republic) asked whether the Plenary 

Committee and the two Working Groups would ~be meeting at the same time. If so, 

smaller delegations might encounter some difficulties. 

Mr. EVENSEN (Norway) also asked for clarification of the times of 

meetings of the Committee and of the Working Groups. 

Mr. THACHER (United States of America) asked whether dates could be 

given for meetings already scheduled for legal groups to be held away from 

Q g O  
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New York, such as the Legal Sub-Committee of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of 

Outer Space and the Special Con~nittee on the Question of Defining Aggression, which 

were meeting at Geneva in June. That might mean that me~ers of delegations and 

Legal Officers of the Secretariat w~uld be away from New York at the time of the 

Committee's meeting. He also asked whether it was intended to hold meetings of the 

two Working Groups as well as of the Plenary Committee during the third series of 

meetings~ as delegations would need to know if they required to staff one, two or 

three activities away from Headquarters. He assumed that neither Working Group 

would be excluded from consideration of all pertinent material 3 including 

scientific data. Finally~ he noted that the Committee and the work done for it by 

the Secretariat should be governed strictly by the terms of reference laid down 

in the resolutions of the General Assembly and the Economic and Social Council. 

With reference to the note circulated as document A/C.I/952, the relevant Economic 

and Social Council resolution had called only for identification of gaps in 

information and it was incorrect to use that for discussion of legal framework or 

administrative machinery. 

L 

Mrs. .... SHE L~Y (United Nations ~'Ec]ucational~ Scie~-.tific arid Cu].tu:~:al 

Organization) reminded the Committee that the secretariat of the Intergovernmental 

Oceanographic Commission was in a position to provide documentation on the 

scientific aspects of the subject before it, whichwould be officially transmitted 

to the Ad Hoc Committee by the Commission. She also noted that the Consultative 

Council's next meeting would take place in London on 10-14 June, which would be 

in time to prepare the documentation for the Ad Hoc Committee's next session. 

The CHAIRMAN stated that he would take ~p the ~ various points raised. The 

representative of Bulgaria had suggested a suspension of the meeting for further ~ 

consideration of the statement; on the other hand the representative of Liberia had 

proposed that the meeting should be adjourned. The Chairman considered that, if 

further time was necessary to examine the text of his statement~ the Committee 

should adjourn and hold another meeting on Friday at ii a.m. when members would 

have had time to study the text. He would prefer to conclude at the present meeting. 

~[r. ARORA (India) said that his delegation considered the Chairman's 

statement an adequate summing-up of the Committee's work~ and thought the 

Committee should endorse it at once. 
J 
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Mr. JOHNSON (Liberia) said he understood that the representative of 

Bulgaria would be prepared not to press his s~k~estion. 

Mr. YANKOV (Bulgaria) said that his delegation had requested a suspension, 

not because it was unwilling to endorse the Chairman's statement, but because it 

believed that it was of sufficient importance to warrant further consideration. 

If the Committee wished to endorse the statement formally, hi~ delegation would 

not oppose that decision, as it did not wish to prolong the discussion 

unnecessarily. 

Mr. - ABDELIHAMID (United Arab Republic) supported the suggestion for a 

short suspension. 

Mr. WALDRON-RAMSE;Y (United Republic of Tanzania) felt that there was 

no need to consider the Chairman's statement, which was a factual summary and 

should either be accepted or rejected. He thought that the Committee was wasting 

time in fruitless discussions and that it should conclude its current serieS of 

meetings A further meeting would serve no useful purpose,: and discussions should 

not be prolonged inaefinitely. 
L. 

m:0DA (J mn) the 

Mr_ EVENSEN (Norway) agreed with the representative of the United Republic 

of Tanzania that the Committee should accept the Chairman's statement. 

Mr. YANKOV (Bulgaria) said he would not press his point. 

The CHAIRMAN thanked the representative of Bulgaria and stated that the 

Committee would adhere to its original plans and conclude its current series of 

meetings. In reply to the representative of Brazii~ he said that he had used the 

words "in principle" because he had thought that more time was needed to assess the 

budgetary and other implications. However, he would invite the Committee to take 

a decision on the matter if it was ready to do so. With regard to a further 

question which had been raised regarding whether it would be necessary to hold 

meetings of the Working Groups at the third series of meetings, it was impossible 

to say at the present stage whether the Groups would conclude their deliberations 

at the second series of meetings or whether there might be a residual amount of 

business which would have to be carri~.d over to the third Series. That should not 

entail many meetings. 
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After a brief discussion in which Mr. PATR!OTA (Brazil) and ~h-. PI~_P~_ 

(Chile) took part, the CHAIRMAN proposed that the invitation of Brazil should be 
- ~  , , , _  , ~ _ ~ . . . . . .  ~ j  ,, 

t,~izrd s ].~.s of ~,~e-tin.gs of-the An Hoe Commiti-. e should be accepted and that the .... er '~ .... e 

a,ld at Rio de Janeiro 

It was so decided. 

The CHAIRF~. N said, in reply to the question raised by the representative 

of the United Arab Republic; that it was not intended that the Working Group should 

meet at the same time as the Committee. The second series of meetings would begin 

with a formal meeting of the Committee; possibly on 17 June~ when the Committee 

. ,  would lay down guidelines for the work of the two Working Groups that should not 

last more than one day~ and the Working Groups would commence their work 

immediately afterwards. 

Mr. DENORME (Belgium)thought t"~Jtthe Working Groups might be in a 

difficult position if their terms of reference were spelt out to them only on the 

day before they were due to start work. The Chairman had already stated their terms 

of reference, Which corresponded strictly to those laid down by the General 
k. 

Assembly. He asked whether3 in any event; it was necessary to elaborate further 

on the terms of reference than the General Assembly had done; and whether one 

could not have confidence in the wisdom of 9he members of the Working Groups and of 

those directing them and not burden them ~,Tith ~nnece~sary detsils. 

The CHAIRMAN said it was not the intention that the Committee should 

bind the Working Groups in fetters. The titles and the essential functions rather 

than the terms of reference of the two Working Groups had been given. The Working 

Groups must in their discretion decide what other aspects of the Committee's terms 

of reference were relevant to them. 

with regard to the suggestions made by the representative of Chile~ it had 

already been announced that the Chairman's statement at the current meeting; would 

be issued as a document. Although the previous statement was included in the 

summary re ccr.d; if the representative of Chile wished and if there was no objection; 

he would take it that the Committee approved the Chilean representative's proposal 

that his (the Chairman's) statement at the 4th meeting should be issued in full 

as a Committee document. 

It was so decided. 
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The C~I&IP~,I&N recalled that the representative of Chile had ;~ 

that four groups might be invited to assist the Committee" the Committee for 

Development Planning, the Advisory Coumaittee on the Application of Science ~a 

Technology to Development~ the Internation~l b~velupment Association and the 

United Nations Conference on Trade and Development. He suggested that the 

Committee should ask the Secretariat to consult those fOLU" bodies in an appropriate 

manner. 

It was so decided. 

The CHAIRMAN said that the Chilean delegation's remarks concerning the 

discretion to be allowed the Secretariat in its consultations with other bodies 

would appear in the summary record and appropriate action would be taken. 

Mr. SLOAN (Director, General Legal Division~ Office of Legal Affairs.)~ 

replying to the United States representative~ said that the Conference on the Law of 

T~eaties was meeting until the middle of iv~y~ the Int~1n~tion~l Law Com~,ission would 

meet in Geneva from 27 May-to 2 Augas-t~ the Legal Sub.-Com, r~ithee o:t' the Commit-tee on 

the Peaceful Uses ci Outer Space :[ro:,_. I,_. June to =~o.~ June~ i ~. Geneva~ the Speci:rl 

" ~ "~ ~'l ~ CoL:tmittee on the Questioh 6f De~ining Ao.~o,~ession z'ro~u 4 Jc~ne to 5 july in ~=va> 

and the Special Committee on Principles o:: Iuternational L~w concerning Friendly 

Relations and Co-operation among States was to meet the first week of' Sept~mber~ 

In reply to a question put by iv~r. PI~ (Chile); the CHA. I.RMAN confirmed 

that the Ad Hoe Committee would hold a meeting on 17 June~ followed by meetings of 

the Working Groups for about two weeks. The Ad Hoc Committee would then meet 

again to consider any reports from the Working Groups; and would conclude about the 

end of the first week in July. A final series of meetings would be held in the 

last week in August; the date would be fixed early during the second series of 

meet ings. 

Mr. S HA~ (Australia) asked if the Chairman's statement was being 

circulated and a further meeting was being held on Friday. 

The CHAIRMAN replied that the Committee had decided to conclude its 

meetings that day~ but that the statement would be circulated the following day. 

..° 



-84- 

Mr. S~H&w (Australia) asked if there would be further discussion or 

acceptance of the Chairman's statement. 

The CHAIBMAN said that he would ask for formal approval of the statement 

and the proposals made in it. 

Mr. PROR&SKA (Austria) asked what work would be undertaken by the 

Ad Hoc Committee on 17 June. 
. 

Mr o THACH~ (United States of America) wondered whether the Committee 

should not consider an alternative date -possibly 8 July 1968 - for the opening 

of its second series of meetings~ in view of the heavy schedule of legal meetings 

and in order to enable delegations to give due attention to the considerable 

volume of information to be expected from the Secretariat, the specialized agencies 

and Governments. 

Mr; de BREUVERY (Department of Economic and Social Affairs) said that 
- ~ : - . _  ~ _ _ : _  ~ _ ~ - _ v ~  ~ _ . - _ = : - . . _ ~ . _  ~ , , 

a major obstacle to the United States proposal' was the fact that the Economic and 

Social Council was due to meet at Geneva on 8 July 1968" it would be considering 

the reports of the Secretary-General to the General Assemblyq and many delegations 

might wish robe present at these discussions. 

The CHAIRMAN recalled that earlier proposals to change the dates of the 

Ad Ho_._..__c Committee's second series of meetings had been considered by the officers 

of the Committee and found impractical. 

Mr. ANANICKgV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) observed that 

certain parts of the Chairman's statement at the current meeting had given rise 

to requests for supplementary information. That statement was the culmination of 

the work of the present series of meetings, and it should scrupulously reflect 

the statements" made in the Committee. While he did not formally propose the 

suspension of the meeting, he felt that delegations should at least have an 

opportunity to exchange views before endorsing a statement of nmjor importance 

which had been presented orally. 

Mr. DEJAb94ET (France) said that the statement was an excellent account 

of the Committee's work. Its importance was such that further time should be 

allowed for consideration of it, and a short suspension of the meeting would be 

useful. 
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Mr. JOHNSON (Liberia) objected that the question of a suspension, which 

had already been decided, was being reopened. That was a waste of time and 

money. 

In reply to a question put by Mr. THACHER (United States of America), 

t he~_OHAIRM~_.~ said that the English text of his statement could be available in 

about half an hour, 

Mr- ~ICHEV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) said that it would 

save time and money to have a brief suspension. 

The .... CHAIRMAN stated that it would be necessary for a suspension to last 

a.n hour,  s i n c e  r ep re se r~ t a t i ve s  would need to  s tudy  the s t a t e m e n t .  

Mr. KI~ (Libya) stated that a suspension of an hour or an hour and a 
. . : , ,  ~ . . . .  - : _  : , .  : . :  : ~ _ ~ L  

half would not be sufficient. It would be more logical to go back to the 

Cha:irma.n's e a r l i e r  sugges t i on  for  ad jou rn ing  u n t i l  F r iday  morning. He wou2Ld, 

however, p r e f e r  to  I'i.nigh the  work a t  the  c u r r e n t  meet ing ,  

The: CHA!~N considered that it would be better to dispose of the 

matter today. ~- 

_Mr_:. W ~ O N , ~  ~ (United Republic of Tanzania) said that the 
.. 

Committee was under no procedural obligation to pass judgement On,~,the ' Chairman"s 

statement, which was a summary of its debates and not a report on its work. 

Delega t ions  c o u l . d . s t a t e  whether they  agreed  or d i s a g r e e d . w i t h  i t ,  but  t h e r e  was 

no need to endorse it. 

The C~&N said that the prime intention of his statement had been 

to indicate to the Secretariat the type of information needed for the Committee:s 

second series of meetings. The statement was a summary and did not require formal 

approval. If there were any gaps in it~ it would be epen to members to bring 

them to his notice and he would 'pass them on to the Secretariat and request it to 

take them into consideration when preparing the material. He urged the 

representatives of the USSR and France not to press for a suspension of the 

meeting. 

Mr. DE~AMMET (France) said that~ on the understanding that the statement 

was no more than a summary expressing and reproducing certain suggestions made by 
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member of the Committee, he would not press for a suspension of the meeting with 

a view to its formal endorsement, 

Mi~. AN AN!CHE~[ (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) welcomed the 

Chairman's explanation of the purpose of his statement. He endorsed the comments 

made by the representative of France, and he would not press for a suspension of 

the meeting. 

~ .  PROHAS~KA ( A u s t r i a )  aga in  asked what the Ad Hoc Committee would do a t  

its first meeting on 17 June. 

The CHAIR~N said that there would be a short formal meeting to open 

the second series of' meetings and enable the Working Groups to proceed with their 

work. It should not take much time and there was no need even for the Ad Hoc 

Committee to  e l a b o r a t e  on the scope of a c t i v i t y  of  the  two Working Groups. 
i 

He noted that the Ad Hoc Committee had thus concluded its first series of 

meetings. 

The m_ee.ti.ng rose a t 6.10 p. m. ~. 
. . 

~ - ~ i  ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
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