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STATEMENT BY THE CHAIRMAN

The CHATRMAN thanked the Government of Brazil on behalf of all members of
the Working Group for the warm hospitality extended to all those concerned with the
third session of the Ad Hoc Committee.

The Working Group would recall that the conclusions embodied in its progress
report (A/AC.135/L.1, Annex 1) covered seven major points: the existence of
substantial mireral resources beyond the continental ghelf (para. 10}, the current
state of technology (para. 17), the technological capacity for exploiting marine
resources and the commercial viability of such operations (para. 29), possible
economic implications of guch exploitation (para. 38), the possible effects of such
exploitation on traditional marine activities and the need to prevent all forms of
pollution (para. 48), possible régimes of exploitation (para. 61, (c} and (d)), and
the advantages and disadvantages of an international régime (para. 61, (e) to (1)).

The Ad Hoc Committee's main fuﬁction at the current‘sessioﬁ wag to prepare a
sthdy which would inciudé® an indication regarding practical means to promote
internatiénal co—operatién in the exploration, conservation and uese of The sea-bed
and the ocean floor, in accordance with operative paragraph 2 {c) of General Assembly
resolution 2340 (XXEL). The Chairman of the Ad Hoc Committee had regquested the
Working Groups to include in their reports any suggestions they wished to submit on
that 2ubject. The activities of the Economic and Technical Working Group at the
current session might therefore consist of (a) a study of the prospects of
co~operation on a world-wide basis; (b) an exchange of views on forms of regional
co-operation; and (c¢) consideration of the role of the United Nations in the
geve lopment of international co-operation.

In that.connexion, the Group had before it the Secretary-General's proposals
for an expanded programme of international co-operation (E/WA487, paras. 252-277),
a resolution on the =zame suhject adopted by the Economic and Social Council at ite
forty-fifth seession, and the United States propozal for an international decade of
ccean exploration (see A/ACn155/SR.ll), Forms of regional co-operation which had
to be borne in mind included that adopted by the intergovermmental Committee for
Co-ordination of Joint Prospecting for Mineral Resources in Asian Offshore Areas,
referred to in the Secretary-General's réport on marine science and technology

(BE/4LU8T, Annex XI, para. 16) end that dcscribed in the memorandum from the
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{The Chairman)

Government of Ttaly (A/AC.135/1/8dd.9). Finally, the Group would have to consider
the proposals on the role of the United Nationg contained in the Secretary-General's
report and in the resoluticn of the Econcmic and Sccial Council to which he had
referred.

Mr. MIADEK (Czechoslovakia) proposed that the Chairman's Statement should

be reproduced in full ag a document of the'Horking_Group.

Mr. IEVY (Secretary of the Working Group) drew the attention of the Group

to the financial implications of the proposal.

The proposal was adoptedAi

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA (A/AC.135/WG.2/R.5)

The apgenda was adopted.

FRCSPECTS FCR INTERNATIONAL CO-OPERATION IN THE DEVELOEMENT AND EXPLOITATION OF
THE RESOURCES OF THE OQEAN FLOCR (A/AC.135/WG.2/R.5 and R.6; E/LLET)

Mr. McKEIVEY (United States of America) said that previous submissions by

vérious delegations clearly indicated how little was still known of the potential

wealth of the sea-bed and the ocean floor. Only‘a‘fraction gf the continental

shelf had been studied and-knowledge of the extent and distribution of mineral
regources in the deeper partsz of the continental margin and the deep ocean flcor
weas still largely speculative.

An understanding of the nature and distribution of the properties and regources
of the sea floor obvicusly required fhe most basic kind of exploraticn, involving
mapping, geological and geophysical surveys and‘other scientific studies.. That was
an undertaking which lent itself particularly well to international co-cperation
both world-wide and regional. Morecver, there was a pressing need for some
co~ordinated nilot projects to tert the value of current assumptions concerning
merine mineral deposite. Such programmes as the Internétional Geophysical Year,
the International Indian Ocean Bxpedition and the Co-operative Study of the

. . o s R
Kurcshio current were examples of successful scientific co-operative projects

1/ The full text of the statemcnt has been issued ag document AJAC.135/MG.2/R.T.

Jeoe
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(Mr, McKelvey, United States)

One of their most notable features was the contribution made by non-governmental
seientific organizatiéns and that feature had been incorporated in the proposal for
an international decade of ocean exploration which his delegatien had presented
to the Ad Hoc Committee &t its second session (A/AC.135/SR.11).

As members of the Group were aware, sea-bed studies formed an integral part of

that proposal. In fact, hisg delegation was convinced that the decade would be a

practical step towards achieving the international co-cperation in the exploration,
conservation and use of the ccean Tlcor referred to in General Assembly

resolution 2340 (XXIT). Moreover, it was substantially in accordance with the

Secretarv-General's proposals for an expanded programme of ocean exploration.
¥ b _

all those reasons, his delegation hoped that it would prove possible to develop a

Hor

common approach in support of such a long-range co-operative scilentific programme.
He attached the greatest importance to the conservation of the sea-bed and
believed it was essential that the international community sheould act to preserve

certain virgin marine areas for general scientific purposes, without, of course,
Ja NN

prejudicing the freedom of alir and sea navigation. Accordingly, international

arrangements for the preservaticn of charscteristic marine features, such as a
deep ocean trench, a group of sea-mounts or uninhabited coral atolls in an
unmodified state, would be a valuable demonstration cof the international character

of the oceans and the ssa-bed and of the potential for co-operation in the marine

sciences.
His delegation had proposed such an undertaking in the Ad Hoc Committee

(A/AC.IBS/SB.ll) and had offered to make certain areas available for such studies.

It had also proposed that other nearby areas of particular interest should beccme

international marine preserves. His delegation hoped that those proposals would

be endorsed by the Group and that they would become the subject of resolutions
to be submitted to the General Assenbly.

The Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission (IOC) in its resolution 1V-16
had recognized the potential usefulness of an international underwater laboratory
in developing technologies for coperations on the deep ocean floor (A/AC.lﬁS/lT,
annex T). The United States had already conducted a great deal of research on a
related matter, the development of man's capsbilily Lo operate in the ccean deeps,
and had invited a number of Governments to send experts to participate in such
projects as Sealab ITI, which included experiments in deep saturation endurance
diving. The work of the Ad Hoc Committee could provide a valuable Incentive
for similar co-operative programmes of ocesn floor exploration. ;
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Mr. TEJAMMET (France) said that he would confine himself largely to the
exploration of the sea-bed and the

gubject of international co-operation in the

acean floor with particular reference to the United States propogal for an

international decade of ocean exploration. There were three major decisions to be

made in that connexion: the choice of fields of co-operation, the means to be
employed and the role of ICC and of the international organizations.

Possible fields of co-operation might include the exploration of biological
resources (improvement of fishing techniques , determination of most rewarding
g2pecies, pilot plants), the operational aspects of ocean floor exploration (mapping,
standardized eqguipment, personnel training, pilot projects), the study of ocean
phenomena (gea dynamics, interaction in the marine environment, meteorology,
pollution) and assistance to. developing countries, with special emphasis on the
training of researchers, the establishment of scientific institutions and the

rrovisien of adequate equipment.

Co-ordination was® the mos+t rational way of undertaking such exploration. A1l
existing programmes, whether national, bilateral, or multilateral, must, of course,
be taken into account and the emphasis should be laid on the ekchange‘and

dissemination of scientific information.

While a number of the specialized agencies, such as WMO, IMCO and FAO, clearly
had an important contribution to make to any international co-operative programme,
his delegation believed that the nsture and experience of I0C eminently gualified

it for the work of co-ordinating the scientific activities of the decade and

preparing over-all plans for it. To assign that work to ICC did not, however, imply

that its terms of reference should be broadened or that it ghould be given sole
responsivility for executing the programmes of the decade.

Mr. ODA (Japan) expressed his Covernment's desire to continue to

co-operate actively in the international efforts to develop and expleit the

resources of the ocean floor. A regional training centre for offshore geographical

prospecting had been established in Japan in 1967j and Japan was co-operating with
ECAFE in carrying out acromagnetic surveys off the Philippine coast and refraction
seisgmic surveys off the western coast of Taiwan.

The Japanese Covernment fully supported the Secretary-General's proposal that
the United Nations should be given adequate responsibility for systematic collection

and diffusion of information regarding econcmic marine mineral deposite, techniques
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(Mr. Oda, Japan)

appropriate for their development as well as for resolving related juridical,
general administrative and political issues (E/hMST, para. 277). However, while
he ﬁelcomed the idea of cxpanding the ICC programme, he felt that i1t should be
regtricted to scientific matters and should not include internationsl co-operation

in the development and exploitation of the rescurces of the ocean floor, which

should foll within the purview of the United Natlons itsclf. His delegotion felt

that point 1 (a) in the Chairman's suggested programme of work (A/AC.135/WG.2/R.6)

ghould be discussed by the Ad Hoe Commitiec as a whole, rather than by the

Workjng Group.
The CHAIRMAN felt that the Sceretary-General's proposal for an expanded

programme of international co-cperation fo assist in a better understanding of the

marine environment through science (E/Wh87, paras. 253-267) were relevant to the

Working Group's mondate. Moreover, in suggesting how the Group's work might be
organized, he had sought to stress the value of the report proﬁosing an internaotional

decende of ocean exploration preparcd by the United States National Council on

Marine Research and Engineering Development. That report recommended, inter alia,

the Gﬁploration of the ocecan floor, investigation of ite geography, gcology,
mineral content and energy resources, and assistance to developing countrics.
While those matters werc not directly within the Working Group's terms of reference,

they did involve certain ecconcmic and technological factors which merited the

Group's attention.
Mr. FIEMMING (United Kingdom) agrced that, although scicnce was a

prercquigite for ecconomic exploitation, scientific matiers themselves should be

discussed in the plenary Committee. He welcomed the Chairman's suggestion that the
Working Group should congider prospects for co-operation at the international and

regional levels ag well as the role of the United Naticns in nromoting internationa
co-operation.

Global services could include satellite novigontion systems, weather and

state -of-the-geq prediction systems, world data services, the development of

equipment and techniques, the standardizotion of instruments and of exploratiocn
and sampling technigues, nnd the sharing of the data collectcd. However, the =cope

ior co-operation at the global level was broadest in scientific matters.

/...
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(Mr. Flemming, United Kingdom)

Greater opportunities for cconomic and commercial co-opcration existed at the

regicnal Ievel. Groups of countries could share costs, planned cruises, technical

expertise and data proceésing equipnent in order tc accelerate progress. Similarly,
they could work togefher on local navigation nets, weather services, geological and
geophysical mapping and on the delineation and proving of deposits, and they could
thare the capital cogte of exploitation, preduction and refining squipment.

The Ad Hoc Committee had 2z valusble role to play irn furthering long-range

planning and developing o stable régime for the ocean floor beyond the limits of

Existing agencies such as WMC, IMCO and IAEA, could be

national jurisdiction.
ICC's

strengthened and were best equipped to regulate present and futurce régimes.
role in the proposed internaticnal decade for ocean exploration should centre
primarily on scientific matters.

_ Mr. KROYER {Tccland) expressed his Government's support of the
Secretary-General's propogal for an exdanded programne of international co-operation
to nssist in a better understanding of the marine environment through science and
of the United States proposgal concerning an international decade of ocean exploratiorn

The Iatter would reguire further study, particularly with regard to its financial

implicaticns. Those propossls were complementary and merited thorough consideration

in view of the pressing need for further regearch and more advanced technology.

Tceland's bilatergl and multilateral co-operation with scientists of other

countries had convinced his Government of the need Tor more extensive international
co-opperation.

Hiz delegation also welcemed the Italian proposzal for the establishment of an
2d hoc body for each internal sea (A/AC.l55/l/Add.9, para. 4) to supplement the

co-operative efforts recommended in the two afore-mentioned oroposals.

Mr. BETTINI (Ttaly) snid that international co-operation was essentinl
for the world-wide exploration of the ccean floor and the exploitation of its

potential regources. The United States proposal would promote such co-operation.

A distinction should be made between the sea-bed and the vast deep oceans.

The immense difficulties involved in investigating the latter necesgitated the

co-operation of the entire international community. The study of the zea-bed of
internal seas wag primorily the concern of the States bordering such geas, and

/v
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(Mr. Bettini, Italy)

regional coFoperation_was thus to share common experience, data collected and to
His Government's memorandum, which the representative of Iceland had
Investigation of the problems involved

reduce coste.
just endorsed, cortained further details.
in exploring internal seas would increase underatanding of the ocean floor and

strengthen ties between countries. The success of such investigation reguired

both inter-governmental and private commercial co-operation.
His delegation planned to submit a memorandum relating to the legal aspects of
the exploration of internal seas.g/

Mr. KORT (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) emphasized the importance
of expanding investigation of the mineral resources of the fea-bed, the ocean floor
and the contiguous seas, and of determining their geographical distribution and
composition on the basis of broad international co-opsration. That was the major
conclusion to be drawn from the Secretary-General's excellent report_on.marine
science and technology, which was based on the extensive work carried out by the
ad hoc Unit on Marine Science and Technology and on the experience of States and
the relevant international organizations.

The report had rightly acknowledged the major role which an expanded ICC

could play in guiding such international co-operation. IOC had alrecady adopted

gpecific proposals designed to implement CGeneral Assembly resolutions 2172 (XXI)
and 2340 (XXII) and had endorsed the idea of an international decade of ocean

exploration as a complement to its own anticipated expansion. Tt had also called

on its members to suggest projects for inclusion jn its expanded long-range
programme for the study of the resources of the sea-bed and the ocean floor.

The Working Group should urge the Ad Hoc Committee to request the General
Assembly to call upon the States Members of the United Nations to co-operate in the

activities of ICC.
The CHAIRMAN gaid that that suggestion would be taken into consideration
in the light of the discussions in the plenary Committee.

Mr. CSEQUEDA (E1l Salvador) agreed with the French representative that
1ittle was yet known about the resources of the sea-bed and the ocean floor. The
international decade of ocean exploraticn, proposed by the United States, would
undoubtedly prove to be heipful in penetrating the mysfery of the world's oceans

and should cover all the subjects menticned by the French represcentative.

g? Subseqguently issued ag document A/ACa155/l/Add,10,



~11- A/BC.A35 MG .2 /SR. 12

(Mr. Osegueda, El Salvador)

Bl 8alvador, whose territorial sen, under article 7 of its Constitution, extended
200 miles out from the low-water wark, favcoured all initiatives, consistent with
its sovereignty, aimed at discovering the resources of the gea; it would therefore
support such initiatives to the full, provided that they were undertaken for
neaceful purposes exclusively and were designed to benefit all States, whether
large or small.

Mr. ARORA {India) hoped that the Ropporteur would enphasize in his report
the co-ordinating role which the United Nations should play in the systematic
collection and dissemination of the information menfioned in paragraph 277 of the
Seccretary-General's report (E/H487). He rcquested clerification of paragraph 250
of that report; he would have thought that it was precisely because the

co-ordinating function was not being performed at present that there was 2 need

for a more precise definition of functions. He hoped that paragraph 260 did not.
imply that, by toking note of the report, delegations would commit their
Govermments to contribu%e more to the Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission (ICC).
He, for his part, could not conmit the Indian Government to increased expenditure
for that purpose without further discussion of the problems involved. He foiled
to understand what was meant by the vwords "drow the attention of international
funding organizations to the need for assisting developing countrics to participate
more Tully in such work™ in the last sentence of paragraph 271 of that report.
He also felt thet the kind of advisory services provided by ECAFE in prospecting
for mineral resources in Asian offshore areas should be expanded and developed.

From the document prepared oy the United Stotes National Council on Marine
Resources concerning the international decede of ocean exploration, he noted that
the United States Covernment was engaged in consulietions with other countrics and
with international organizations concerning the scope of that project and the
practicel arrangements neceszary for putting it into effect. Ho wondered whe ther
the United Stntes representative could inform the Working Group of the progress
of the consultations; what the financicl outlay on the programae might be
expected to be; and how the projects undertoken in that connexion would be

organized, implemented and supervised. Finally, he wondercd whether the decade

would cubrace or evelude bilateral co-operation.
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(¥r. Arcra, India)

In' the light of the experience of past sessions, he urged the Chairman to pay
due attention to the importance of leaving sufficient time for the adoption of the
final text of the report.

Mr. de BREUVERY (Representative of the Under-Secretary-General for

Economic and Social Affairs) informed the Indian representative that the English
text of the third sentence in paragraph 250 of ths Seéretarngeneral’s report
(/LLU8T) should read: "Moreover, the Governments through the intermediary of
viell-egtablished international organizations could conclude international agreements,

which, of course, also have legal and even political aspects.," 1In the preface to

his remarks on existing mechanisms for the promotion and co-ordination of marine

activities at the international level, the Secretary-Gengral on the advice of his

panel of experte had draws a clear distinction between measures aiming at

strengthening the action of inder-governmental crganizations already active in

co-ordination in certain special ecoromic and technical fields, and measures

vhich would make adeguate provision for co-ordination in gtrictly scientific fields.

Mr. ZEGERS (Chile) pointed out that the Vorking Group could not enlarge

ts terms of reference beyond those laid down for it by the Generval Assembly. He

caphasized that natione and international organizations engaged in the scientific

exploration of the sea-bed and the ocean Fleoor should not thereby acguive rights

of any kind concerning the exploitation of the resources discovered through such

exploration.

Mr. ANDRASSY (Yugoslavia) said that his Goverument was willing to take

nart in any programmne of international co-gperation. In the gpirit of

co-operation, Yugoslavia welcomed the initlafives olready taken and was prepared
to talte part in both regionsl znd international Hrogrammes, in which it felt the
United Natilons should zlay o poramount role.

Mr, 1cKBETVEY {United States of America), replying to the Indian
representotive, said that plane Ffor the international decade of ocean exploration
were £till under study both by his Government and by other Covernwments and that
consuitations on the subject were still in progregs. Generally specaking, the
recction to the pronosed programme hod been favoureble but the plans for its

orgnnization ard implementotion had not yet been cest in final form. As he had
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(Mr., McKelvey, United States)

already indicated in his previocus statement, co-operation should bhe both bilstersl
The work of the orggnizations actually carrying-out the work of
Cn the matter of

and multilateral.
the decade would be not so much supervised as co-ordinated.

finanecing, his Government would expect the participating countries to finance

their own resesarch progremmes.
Mr. DA (Japan) said that, although his delegation was not convinced
that the scientific aspect of the metter properly came within the Working Group's

freme of reference, he would make some preliminery comments on the subject,

becausge othér delegations had done so. Japan, which was a member of ICC and of

its Conéultative Council, and co-operated in some of the international expeditions
co-ordinated by ICC, geve general support to the Becretary-Genersl'sg proposzls
coﬁcerning the expanded programme of international co-operation to assist in a
better understending of the marine environment through science (E/4L8T). While

his delegation was aware of the important functions Which.ICC would undertéke.ﬁith
respect to co-ordineting scientific investigation of the marine environmeﬁt, it
felt that the ICC's functions should not be broadened beyond thoze laid down for

it by UNESCC. In other words, its programme could be expaﬁaed but not its mandate.
He also wished to draw attention to & discrepancy between the terms of* reference

of TOC and those of the Ad Hoc Committee; the former's purview, unlike the latfer's,

wvas not limited te the areas beyond the limits of national jurisdiction and to -the

ocean floor.
Mr. GAUCI (Malta) observed that the United Stetes proposal for an

internstional decade of ocesnographic exploration, though highly useful, wes only
Greater progress had been made in exploring the

one part of the whole problem.
For example, in 1953 it had been

oceans in the past ten years than ever before.

possible to exploit resources lying only up to 25 miles offshore at a maximum depth
g distance of 27 miles &t

o

of 230 metres; now such resources could be exploited to

a maximum depth of 6,000 metres. While the oﬁtput of offshore oil.had bheen

28,000 gallons a dsy in 1953, it wes now 1,250,000 gallone & day. Explorstory
drilling, now limited to a wester depth of 8L0 feet, was expected to be extended to
a depih of_1;300 feet by the end of 1968, By 1980, the end of that decede,
exploratiﬁn could be conducted in eny area of the world, and would probably be

n
(")

concentrated on the seu-bed because it was there that most new sources were 1likel
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(Mr. Gauci, Malta)

to be found. Much of that exploration would be conducted independently of

United Nations activities, including that decade. It was therefore important that

the work dene in connexion with the decade should not prejudice any action that

might be taken by the General Assembly and its competent committees, which should

be able to take decisions while the decade was in progress. His delegation felt

that TOC should be responsible for co-ordinating the scientific work done in
connexion with the decsde, initially at least, when it would be important to ensure
that projected activities were considered by the international community as a
whole, and that the (General Assembly and its competent committees should be able

to lay down guiding principles and to serve as & focal point for the over-all

direction and control of such activities.. The decade would probably add to

existing knowledge, which was already considerable.

Mr. KIKHTA (Libya) said that, as his delegation had stated at the
Committee's éecond sesggion, the work done on the exploration and exploitation of
the sea-bed and its resoq{ces should be administered and controlled by the

United Nations and its competent organs. He was aware that such arrangements were

feasible only on the bhasie of a detailed study of their practical end political
implications. At the present stage, therefore, the Ad Hoc Committee should merely
enunciate the principles that should guide such future arrangements, leaving the
detailed discuseion of the international machinery and its structure and competence
to a later stage. The recommendation for the stfengtheﬁing of existing machinery

made by the Secretary-General in his report (E/LU8B7) deserved broad support by
Member States.

The CHAIRMAN thought that the Working Group would authorize him to
present a summary of the matters discussed, indicating the measure of agreement
reached by the Group on them, with the understanding that the text of the summary

would be reviewed in the light of subsequent comments and statements by delegationsz.

It was so agreed.

The CHAIRMAN reed out the following summary:
"L. Exploration and scientific research constitute a prerequisite for the
development of merine mineral veseerch. The importance of further
international collaboration in those fields was strongly felt. For that

ressgon, it was generally accepted that the two parallel propeosals - that
o ST . . R . oup
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submitted by the Secretary-General for an expanded long-term programme of
internaticonal collaboration in the scientific field and the United States

proposal for an international decade of ocean exploration - deserved sSupport .

"2. The following cbservations were made on that issue:

"(a) It was suggested that the study of the proposals in question fell

within the competence of the Ad Hoc Committee jtself. Tt was accepted,

however, that the proposals, though essentially of & scientific naturs, did
contain matters which were within the Working Group's teruws of refereuce;
"{b) The Group was of the opinion that the task of co-ordinating =

programme of long-term co-operation could be entrusted.to ICC, which had

already undertaken activities of that kind. Nevertheless, since ICC was

essentially a scientific body, some delegations considered that it should
not be given a monopoly of the work of organizing the international decade:
"(c) It was also pointed out'that, even without the beneficial results
éxpécted from the pfogrammesldf the internationai décéde, the-GXploitation
of marine minerak rescurces would advance rapidly, thus increasing present
knowledge .
"3. Several delegations emphasized the importance of regional efforts and
expressed the hope that activities such as those undertaken by the
inter-governmental Committee for offshore prospecting, sponsored by
ECAFE (E/4487, Annex XI, para. 16), would increase, Attention was drawn to
the fact that one specific form of regional co-operation, that involving
States which had coasts on inland or marginal seasg, provided a useful
pattern for co-operation on an ocean-wide scale, in addition to its intrinsic

value. There was broad agrecment on the usefulness of further study of that

subject.
"L, Many delegations stressed the appropriateness of the co-ordinating role

to be assigned to the United Nations in the development and exploitation of

marine mineral rescurces. The Working Group expressed general support for

the proposal made by the Secretary-General in that connexion

(E/U487, para. 277)."

Mr. KCRT (Union of Soviet Socialist kepublics) expressed his

satisfaction with the Chairman's summary of the discussion as a whole, but felt
there was some inconsistency between the Pirst point, whereby the Working Group
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{Mr. Kort, USSR)

welcomed and supported the Secretary-General's proposal regarding the expanded
long-term programme of international co-operation in the field of science and -the
United States proposal for an internatilonal decade of ocean exploration, and the
fecond point, which stated that the Working Group generally found that the

co-ordination of the programme of long-term co-operation should be the

responsibility of ICC. He was also not sure to which of the Secretary-General's

proposals the Chairman’s fourth point referred.
The CHAIRMAN =aid that the USSR representative's observations would be
taken into account in the reformulation of his summation in the Rapporteur’'s

report. His fourth point had been based primarily on paragraph 277.

Mr. MAURTUA (Peru) gquestioned the value of presenting such summaries.
The practice did not accurately reflect the feelings of all the members, as it did
not take minority views into account.

The CHAIRMAN explained that the summary was purely provisional and

naturally only refleccted the views of members who had addressed the Working Group

at the current meeting. The Rapporteur would amend the summary in the fipnal report

in the light of future interventions.

Mr. HAQUE (Pakistan) objected to the use of the word "exploitation" in

paragraph 2 (c) of the Chairman's summary; such exploitation would no doubt

benefit private interests, but would not necessarily add to the general knowledge

of marine resources.

The meeting rose at 6.15 p.m.
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PRCGEPECTS FCR TNTERNATTONAL CO-OPERATION IN THE TEVEICENMERTAND EXPLOITATION OF
TIE RESOURCES, OF THE CCEAN FLOCOR (A/AC.135/WG.2/R.5 and R.6; E/LU87) (concluded)
The CHATRMAN drew the Working Group's attention te a provisional draft
of the part of its report dealing with the item under consideraticn which the
Rapporteur had prepared to expedite the adoption of the final report. On behalf

of the Group, he extended a welcome te the Chairman of TICC, who was attending the
neeting.

Mr. ABDEL HAMID (United Arab Republic), referring to paragraph 1 (a) of
the note by the Chairman {A/AC.135/WG.2/R.6), asked whether the Economic and

Soclal Council had already considered the Secretary-General's proposal for an

expanded programme of international co-operation to assist in a better
understanding of the marine environment through science. (E/4487, paras. 235-267)

and the United States proposal for an international decade of ocean exploration

f2]

(A/AC.135/SR.11, pp. 5-6) and, if so, what action it had taken on them. With
> ? .

regard to paragraph 1 (b)\of that document, reldting to regional co-operation, he

nointed out that the arrangements made for one region were not necessarily
applicable to others and that the economic, political and other realities of the
region concerned must he taken into account in each case., While he was not
minimizing the importance of such .arrangementes, some problems were bettér
understood by the countries of the region themselves and their views were of
naramount impeortance in devising workable arrangements and must be taken into

account if the arrangements were to be succesgsful. He wished the revort to reflect
that view.

Mr. TTLAKARATNA (Ceylon) hoped that the assertions made regarding the

naucity of existing information on ithe sea-bed and ocean floor were motivated

cuxclugively by geologicel consideraticns. In that connexion, he commended the

iinltese representative for having placed the matter in its proper perspective.
One of the conclusions reached at the Committes's second sessicon had been that
substantial resources exizted on the gea-~bed and occan floor beyond the limits of

national jurisdiction. Peragraphs 247 and 275 to 277 of the Secretary-General's

revort (E/BU8T7) mede it clear that much more co-operation would be necessary

beTore any eignificant progréss could be made. Part ITT of that repurt provided

velual Je psoidelincs for rerimizing internztionel co-coperation in wellie seieice

arnd technology.
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(Mr. Tilakaratna, Ceylon)

The report also made it clear that the mandate given at present to the
United Nations and intergovernmental bodies was not sufficiently precise.

lloreover, since the developing countries faced special problems even in

developing the redources of their own continental ghelves, the subject required

much further consideration.
He therefore welcomed the Belgian proposal for the establishment of a

standing committee which should be, not a technical body of experts, but a fully
representative body like the Ad Hoc Committee itself which should co-ordinate,

supervise and direct all activities concerned with the exploration and

exploitation of the sca-bed and the ocean floor. The United States propasal for

an international decade of ocean exploration was, no doubt, a very constructive

broposal but nevertheless it appeared to run parallel to thaf of setting up a

standing committee, to deal with all sea-bed and ocean floor matters. 1In his

“Vview the activities envisaged in the decade proposal should be linked in some

vay, to the standing committee, which would have over-all authority.
He recognized the excellent work done by the Intergovernmental Oceanographic

Commission (I0C) as an expert body, but he felt an international body dealing

exclugively with all aspects of maritime subjects was very-ﬁesirable.

Mr. KRISO (Australia) said that his delegation did not feel that the

Vorking Group's terms of reference should be construed too rigidly. In any case,

General Assembly resolution 2340 (XX} referred in paragraph 2 (c) to exploration

ag well as conservation and use.
The Working Group itself had recognized, in paragraph 7 of itg progress

report (A/AC.135/L.1, annex I), that knowledge of potential marine mineral

resources was scant and that present knowledge was more or lesgs satisfactory for

only & small part of the continental shelf. That meant that knowledge was very

meagre indeed for areas beyond the limits of national jurisdiction which it was

the Committee's responsibility to consider. There could therefore be no question

that there was a need for further exploration and research, fully supported by

the "international community.
Internatioral sgencies had, of course, undertaken some sctivities in that

general context and Auztralia had participated in one such activity, the

International Indian Ocean Expedition. Accordingly, his delegation commended the

/
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(Mr. Kelso, Australia)

Secretary-General's proposals for an expanded programme of international
co-cperation and the United States proposal for an international decade of ocean

exploration. In hig view, the zdoption of the excellent United States suggestion

would not only focus attention on the potential of the oceans btut would also
encourage Governments and international agencies to take an active part in

promoting co-operation in all matters concerning the =zea-bed and the ocean floor

and the superjacent waters, At the same time, he stressed that much thought would

nave to be given to co-ordination and planning in order to avoid uncertainty about

acministrative mandates, which could lead te duplication, overlapping and waste.

While the expansion of ICC's programme of work to implement the Secrctary-

General's recommendations and the United States proposal should not require any

basie change in its character, it was necessary to ensure that ICC preserved ite

egrentially scientific status and did not become involved in areas of activity

that were, properly speaking, the concern of other United Nations bodies. His
delegation had always cqggistently advocated a narrower rather than a widex

interpretation of the identity and role of United Nations bodies. It wished to
stress, however, that broadening the base of ICC should not be interprcted as

broadening its field of competence. It was particularly concerned to ensure

effective co-operation between ICC and FAO and IMCO.

Mr. MIADEK (Czechoslovakia) said that, while hi= country lacked the
facilities for conducting research in the sea-bed and ocean floor, it agreed with
tiic maritime countries that knowledge of the resources of the sea-bed was
ingufficient and that further research was neceggary. In his view, it was
desirable to limit State activities concerning the sea-bed and the ocean floor
hevond the limits of naticnal jurisdiction to research and exploraticn for the
nert few years snd to leave the exploitabion of the resources thus discovered for
later discussion. International co-operation in exploiting the resources of the
gea~-bed and ocean floor would reguire the working out of difficult co-operative
arrangements and the establishment of a special international body, which
presuppesed internationsl agreement on such izzues s delimitation of this area.
Rezearch, cn the other hand, was governed by the srinciple of freedom for all
States. A highly acceptable. international body like ICC ghould co-ordinate
regearch sctivities and compile the data gathered from the explorations conducted
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by individual States and make them available to all so that the land-locked countries
would also be able to take part in research and exploratory activities. In that
connexion it might be useful if the rights and obligations of States and

interrational organs were defined in an international treaty.

Mr. BETTINI (Italy) said that, as the debates at the second session had
shown, the exploitation of the resources of the gea-bed and the ocean Floor
Dresupposed an advanced technology and considerable financial resources. He
therefore wondered whether the most appropriate means of furthsring such
exploitation might not be to encourage private. efforts by individuals in various
countries, who could pool their technology, knowledge and capital. That in turn
nresupposed the establishment of an international company - perhaps by the
International Bank or =some other appropriate international organization - which
counld be =set up under,international law and have no particular nationality or

links with any particular national legislation. He was aware of the difficulties

N
and problems implicit in his suggestion but hoped that the Working Group would give
it consideration as a means of precluding privileged situations and of ensuring
hat all countries, whether large or small, developed or developing could share

voth de jure and de facte in the exploitation of the gea-bed.

Mr. DIACONESCU {Romania)} said that, if exploitation of the resources of

the sea-bed and ocean floor was to be just and economically effective, the technical
means of exploitation must belong to the peoples; the concerned efforts of all

States would be necessary bto achieve that goal. His delegation, which favoured

economie, technical, gcientific and other co-operation between States based on the
nrinciple of egual rights and mutual advantage, would support any initiative
leading to the development of international co-operaticn in the Committee's field
of competence. His delegation therefore attached great impertance to the
Secretary-General's proposal for an expanded programme of international
co-operation for the reasong given in paragraph 253 of his report.

fliz delegation also supported the United States proposal which would
encourage the efforte of States to explore and exploit the resources of the

zea-bed and increase co-operation between the competent specialized agencies and

Jous
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inter-governmental organizations. Such national and international research would

be the very paragon of scientific co-operation. His delegation believed that ICC

should play the leading role in co-ordinating such activities and that regional

co-operation could be of the utmost importance in promoting international
co-coperation.

Mr. HAQUE (Pakistan) considered the recommendations made by the

Sceretary-General in his report (E/LUBT) for international co-operation in the

¢xzploration and development of marine resources, especlally his= proposal in

paragraph 277, to be highly useful However, 1t wag not clear from paragraph 256
way or how the base of TOC was to be broadened. He was inclined to agree with the

Japanese and Australian representatives that the funections of ICC should he

expanded, but not ite statute, at pregent. He could not at the present stage
coumit hisg Government with régafd to the financial implicaﬁions of bfoadening the
vage of ICC. A

The United Statez proposal for an international decade of international
exploration should neither prejudice nor prejudge wnatever action the Ad Hoc
Committee, the (leneral Asmembly or the future possible standing committee might
take to promote the peaceful uzes of the seénbed and the ocean floor. In view
of the United States representative's qeply*to a question from the Indian
representative at the nrevious meeting, he pointed out that the developing countries
rould have great difficulty in financing their own research programmes without
oubside assistance and their inability to take part in the programme for that
reason hardly avgured well for the succese of the decade. The proposal therefore
reouired further di=cussion.

iz delegation favoured regional co-operation wherever feasible.

Mr. BEWITES (Ecuador) said thot, even though the agenda item under
Cizcussion enbitled the Committee to discuss the exploitation of the resources of

the ocean Tloor, he egreed with the Czechoslovak represenbtabtive that such a

Ciscussion was somewhat nremature as much further exploratlion would be necessary

vefore international co-operation in the exploitation of the resources discovered

=

Leceme posgible. The agenda item itself seemed to recognize that point of view

e referring to "prospecte for exploitation ', which suggested a nhaged
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approach. In his view, the most important phase was international co-operation

designed to amass knowledge of existing resources and the technical and economic

possibilities of their future exploitation. The Secretary-General's

report (E/LL8T), which had been submitted to another organ, the Economic and
Social Council, went far beyond the Working Group's terms of reference.

The international decade of ocean exploration propeosed by the United States

vould make a substantial contribution to the exploration of the still unknown

His delegation considered that essentially scientific undertaking

ocgan depths.
At the same time it felt

to be of very great importance and fully supported it.
that the part of that programme dealing with the living resourceg of the zea was

also outside the Working CGroup's mandate. Moreover, the proposal was not yet in

final form and might give rise to jurisdictional problems; it might therefore be
better studied in the plenary committee,

His delegation atﬁached great importance to the possibilities of regional
co--operation, advocated by the Italian representative, which represented a new

approach to the question of internal seas and land-locked countries.

A9
One of the essgential principles that must be stressed in the report ~as that
gcientific exploration did not confer any rights with regard to the future eccnomic

exploitation of the resources discovered through such exploration.

Mr. GRANELLI (Argéntina) said that the fragmentary nature of man's

krowledge of the oceang, which covered 71 per cent of the earth's surface, was
reagon enough for intensifying scientific and technological investigation of the

narine environment. His delegation therefore fully supported the Secretary-General's

nroposals for an expanded programme of international co-operation in marine-
gcience and welcomed the United States proposal for an internaticonal decade of
ocean exploration. It was gratifying to learn that the Economic and Social Council
had recently urged the General Assembly to endorse both programmes and existing
nrogrammes of IOC concerned with the same subject.

In fact, I0C, through its Consultative'Council, and such scientific bodies a#
the International Council of Scientific Unions (ICSU) and its Scientific Committee

on Qceen Research (SCOR) should become involved in the planning and evaluation of

any international programme of ocean research. The advice of those bodies should

be sought before any decision was made on enlarging the role of ICC.
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His délegation had already expressed some reservations about the proposal

contained in paragraph 277 of document E/LUBT and associated itself with the
statement of the delegation of Fcuador that the fundamental principles of any
international programme should be that participation in ccean exploration

conferred no exploitaticn rights on any participant and that national jurisdiction

over the continental shelf should be respected. For similar reasons, his

celegation would have to reserve ite position on the United Stateg proposal that
certain areas should be designated marine preserves until full details of the
proposal became available: the sea, after all, was a conﬁinuum and the reservation
of unduly large areas for guch purposes might well restrict normal maritime
activities.

His country, like others in the Southern Hemisphere, had experilenced great
difficulties with regard to position-fixing for vessels and platfqrms_engaged in
oéean regearch and therefore beliefed that speciai emphésis should be gi#én in the

¥panded programme Lo the kind of activities described in paragraph 125 of the
Sceretary-Ceneral's report. His Covernment also considered that the example of
the ECAFE sponsored inter-governmental prospecting programme {8/LL87, annex XTI,
paras. 16-19) was one which eould usefully be copied in Letin America and it was
nrepared to participate in any such programme and to contribute to a joint

regional equipment fund for ocean research. The tremendous advances in the study

of the South Atlantic that had been made during the Iniernational Geophysical
Yesr were an indication of the benefits all countries could expect to derive from
intensitied study of the marine environment and Argentina wag prepared 1o

narticipate fully in any international efforts to that end.

Mr. ARORA (India) said that the preliminary dreft of the Group's report

submitted by the Rapporteur wag very useful. The paragranh relating to the

international decade of ocean cxploration might, however, be expanded to include

a number of delegations. The order of

the regervations and comments expreszcd by a
the passages relating to international co-operation might be altered so as to
ewhae ize the importance which many delegations attached to the role of the

United Nations in promoting such co-operation, and the sentence expressing that

view mighl be reworded to read:
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"Meny delegations felt that the United Nations should play an egsential

role in promoting, co-ordinating and supervising the exploration and

exploitation of marine mineral resources."

B0 view of the Groun's lengthy discussions con the respective roles of the
United Nations and IOC in the proposed expanded programme it might be ugeful <o

include in the report a more comprehensive description of the proposal in

paragra@h 256 of the Secretary-General's report. Moreover, his delegation

endorsed the view that the broadening of the base of I0C, referred to in that

nroposal, implied only that the Commission's programme should be strengthened and

not that its competence should be extended.

was
to
the

Mr. CROSBY (Canada) observed that the agenda item the Working Group

congidering well expressed the chief purpose of the Ad Hoc Committee's work:
engure better utilization of the resources of the sca-~bed and ocean floor for
penefit of mankind, aq\undertaking which necessgarily involved international

co-operation. As implied throughout the Secretary-General's report (E/4L8T),

improve man's scientific and technical knowledge was a prerequisite for the
i

development and exploitation of submerged mineral resources; it was only when the

marine environment was better understood that the nature and distribution of

narine mineral deposits could bhe assessed and economic methods of exploiting them

Gdeveloped.

His delegation accordingly welcomed the Secretary-General's report and the

propogal for an internaticnal decade of ocean exploration. Tt believed that the

Working Group was in a nosition to take @& practical step towards implemeniing

tiiose proposals by suggesting to the Ad Hoe Commitfee that it should indicate to
the Generzl Asgembly the desirability of requesting IOC to receive proposals for
geientific programmes from States and institutions and %o study and meke practical

guggestions in respect of those projects. The knowledge acquired through those

projects should be made available rapidly to all concerned and would, of course.
gsunplement that acquired through other bilateral and multilateral programmes

dealing with the same subject. The Assenbly should also be adviged thet IOC

vould have to be strengthened if it were to undertake such additional

regponsibilities.,
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Mr, YANKOV (Bulgaria) said that the Working Group had rightly concluded

2t ite second sesgion that the only way of meeting the challenge of man's
nenetration into the new world of the deep ocean was to promote international and

co-operative efforts in marine exploration. Paragraph 253 of the Secretary-

Ueneral's report contained an excellent summary of the principal objectives of
guch co-operative efforte and hig delegation endorsed the conclusicn implicit in
trat paragraph that activities in the initial stages of the expanded programme

giiould be predominantly zcientific. TIndeed, existing scientific knowledge of the

marine environment and marine resources was SO fragmentary that intensive
international co-operation during the investigation phase was essential to lay the
groundwork for subseguent developmentrand'exploitation of thoge resources,

His delegation supporied the Secretary-General's proposals concerning the
cioice of institutional machinery to co-ordinate, supervise and implement the
exnanded programme and, in particular,.his recommendation that an existing body,
ICC, should undertake tﬁ;t work. It agreed that IOC, eppropriately strengthened,
would fulfil the administrative, technical and financial requirements for such an
ingtitution and believed that no new international bodies should be established
until the capacities of those already in operation had been fully utilized.

His delegation, representing a State whose coasts were on an internal sea
governed by an international régime, fully supported the section of the Rapporteur's

orking paper relating to special forme of regional co-operation. It believed, in

faect, that all forme of regilonal snd international co-operation - multilateral,

Gilateral, inter-institutional and extra-instituticnal - in marine research were

0 he encouraged.
In conclugion he supported the United States propogal for an international

focnde of gcean exploration. The propeosal should form an integral and valuable

sart of the expanded programme proposed by the Secretary-General.

tmowledge of the oceans could be filled. TO0C, duly strengthened and amplified,

vt Lhe appropriate body to undertake the detailed plsnning and administration of

Neverthelesgs, in view of the acute need for permanent

Jo

the exnanded programme.
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arrangements for pooling knowledge and finance, the suggestion that a standing
committee should be set up within the United Nations to deal with marine science
and operations had great merit,

The propeosal for an international decade of ocean exploration wag a valuable
one and should be incorporated in the expanded programme .

In conclugion, he =£aid that Liberia, like most of the develcping countriesg,
believed that it should have the opportunity to share in the resources of the gea,

directly or indirectly, and to participate in their development, whenever possible.

Mr. FLEMMING (United Kingdom)} said that although his delegation agreed

that scientific exploration of the resources of the sca was a prerequisite for
their development and exploitation, the scientific aspects of ocean exploration
vere not, in fact, the Working Group's central concern. Tte primary function was
to consider practical economic and technical measures for piomoting intefhaﬁional
co-operation in the exploration, conservation and use of the sea-bed and the ocean
Tloor with the ultimate aim of utilizing marine resources for the benefit of
mankind. A nuomber of speakers had already pointed out that.scientific exploration,
unless carried to the stage of ekploitation, waz an activity which yielded no
immediate economic returns and he supported their contention that exploitaticn was,
indeed, one of the principal concerns of the Group and should be given appropriate
prominence in its reporb.

His delegation agreed that the problems of scientific ocean exploration were
of a global nature and required international action for their solution. It

considered, however, that the exploitation of marine resources could be carried out
most effectively on & regional bagis.
Mr. ZEGERS (Chile), referring to paragraph 6 of the Rapporteur's

nrovisional draft, stated that, although his delegation favoured the concept of an

international decade of ocean exploration, the Working Group could endorge it only

vithin the context of its terms of reference. The report to the Ad Hoc Committee

should stress the fact that cceanographic resesrch did not autcmatically confer

the vright to exploit the resources discovered and that oceanographic resesrch

should be widely publicized.
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Fr, KORT (Union of Sovief Socialist Republicz) felt that the order of

naragraphs 4 snd 5 should be reversed, becsuse the Secretary-Censral's propogal
2 grap . 5 ‘

hod preceded that of the United States. He faliled to see why some delegations

did not consider the two proposals té'be‘complementary' which they certainly were,
Peragraph 6 should reflect the comments made about the decade more fully.

The Indian repregentative 's amendment to paragraph 11 conflicted with his
delegation's view that ICC should havé primary responsibility for organizing and
developing international éo—opefatiqn in-sciehtific oceancgraphic research,
notzbly for the international déqade’of oceaﬁ explordtion.

He agreed with the representafiﬁés of Czechos lovakia, Ecuador and Bulgaria
that the report should'stresé_tﬁe imgortanCe ot interhational co-operation at the
srerent stage of research into the use‘df'mafine mineral resources for the

~benefit of all menkind. . 7. _' 4

Paragraph 9 rightly reflécteQ £he_Itaiian representative 's comments on the

need for increased regiohal édeggerétién;to complement international efforts in

geientific regearch and the development'of new techniques. However, that

representative's suggestion regarding the establishment of an international
company was utopian ét the present stage. '

The Working Group should make firm nrovosals regarding international
co~operation, going beyond the purely s=cientific aspecte of the matter, and the

Hoc Committee's mendate zhould be extended to permit more thorough study of

the implementation of General Assembly resolution 2340 (XXII).

Mr. ODA {Japan) stated that a distinetion must be drawn between

international co-operation to assist in a better understanding of the marine

cuvironment through science and internaticnal co-operation regarding development

and exploitetion of merine mineral resources, ICC wag competent to deal solely

it the former and the United Nations should be responsible for the latter.
The relevent paragrephs of document E/LLBT should be mentioned in the Working
Zroun's report to avoid any confusion concerning the functions of the United
Jetions and IOC. The terms of reference of the Working Group and the Ad Hoc
2 i ——————

Committee were confined to the deep oczan floor beyond the limits of national

Jurisdiction; the concent of an international decade of oceen exploration, which
1 “elegation warmly apprecisted, was much broader in scope.
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Mr. TTIIAKARATNA (Ceylon) felt that the question of an international

decade of ocean exploration should be discusgsed during the consideration of

bractical means o promote international cd—qperation in the exploratioen,
conservation and use of the sea-bed and the ocean floor, and the subsoil thereof,

aind of their resources.
Mr. FELIENS (Belgium) noted with satisfattion that certain sveakers had

mentioned with favour the suggestion of Belgium that the Ad Hoc Committee should

be transformed into a standing committee.

Mr. MAURTUA (Peru) said that the specialized agencies could undertake
certain studies in the field vunder discussion, provided that the subject matter
Tell strictly within their purviews anﬁ.that there'were no political implications.

True international co-operation requiféd the free exchange of scientific
knowledge and experience, recognition of the individuality of each State and
careful ce-ordination-between global effortéféhd‘nétional activities directed
towards similar ends. Nothing should be doﬁq‘ép the. international level that
vould prejudice the iptere#ts of_indiVidﬁailSié#éé; 'Tephnipal assistance should
e granted willingly,K for all countrieshwéyé'wérking towards é common objective.
Ilis delegation endorsed the Secretary-eensrél’s proposéls'and the idea of an
international decade of ocean exploration. ‘

Mr. de BREUVERY (Representativé of‘the Under-Secretary~General for

Leonomic and Social Affairs), replying to the United Arab Republic representative's
cvestion regarding action taken by the Economic and Social Council on the matter
vinder discussion, nointed ouat that the Council{s.Coéordination Committee had
‘recently sdonted two draft resolutione relevarnt to the Working Group's programme.
The first, on resources of the sea, requeéteﬁ'thelSeéreﬁary-@eneral "to follow
closely new developments which may occur‘in:fi61QSsof marine mineral resources
exploretion, eveluation and exploitation beyond the'pontinental shelf and the

sogsible implications thereof, and to report when enpropriate to the Economic and
Social Council" (E/US8h, draft resolution II, operative paragraph ). The other,

dealing with a long-range programme for the exploration of the gea, invited the
Ceneral Assembly "to endorze the concept of a co-ordipated long-term programme of

oceanographic research designed to increase,.in-the ipterests of world economic

/-



A/AC. 135 /MG.2/SR. 13 -30-
(Mr. de Breuvery).

deve lopment, the resources available to all people of the world, taking also into
account such initiatives as the preposal for an international decade of oesan
exploration and several_international programmes already considered, approved and
adopted by the Intergovernmental Cceenographic Commission for implementation, in
certain cases, in co-operation with other specialized agencies" (E/458l,

draft resolution III, operative paragraph 4).

Mr. ABDEL-HAMID (United Arab Republic) felt that the Working Group's

report should use the wording of the Economic and Social Council resolution in
referring to the proposal for an internaﬁional decade of ocean exploration. That
proposal should be considered as one element in an expanded programme of
international co-operation and not as a separate parallel project.

He hoped that the Secretariat would be able to prepare a brief paper
summarizing recent Economic and Social Council action relevant to the subject
uhdér discussion.l . | |

Mr. ARORA (Indih) agreed that the United States proposal should be

incorporated. in the expanded programme of interanaltional co—opé%ation.

The meeting rose at 6.30 p.m.

l/ An information note (A/AC.lBﬁ/WG.Q/R.S) was gubgequently issued.
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ADOPTION OF THE REPCRT TO THE AD HOC COMMITTEE (A/AC.135/L.1, snnex I,
A/AC.135/R.1/Add.1)

The CHATRMAN suggested that the Working Group should discuss the section
of ite draft report relating to the proceedings of the current session
(A/AC.135 MG .2/R.1/Add.1) paragraph by paragraph.

It was so agreed.

Paragraph 1

Mr. GRANELLI (Argentina) said that he assumed that the "other
aubhoritative sources" referred to in the paragraph included the memorandum
submitted by the Italian Government (A/AC.135/1/4d4d.9) and the United States

propogsal for an international decade of ocean exploration.

Mr. PROHASKA (Austria), Rapporteur, confirmed that that was so.
Paragraph 1 was adopted. ' '

“

Paragrapg_g A

Mr. FLEMMING (United Kingdom) observed that it had frequently been
pointed out. that the Group's terms of reference did not include the superjacent
wéters of the areas of the sea-bed and the ocean floor which were the subject of
resolution 2340 (XXIT). The phrase "marine mineral resources” did, however, cover
minerals in solution in sea-water and he proposed that it should be replaced, in
paragraph 2 and elsewhere in the document, by the words "mineral resources of the

sea-hed and the ocean floor and the subsoil thereof".

It was so agreed.

Mr. GAUCT (Malta) proposed that the first sentence of the paragraph
should be deleted, since it appeared in the earlier part of the report
(A/AC.135/L.1, annex I).

After a discussion, in which Mr. McKELVEY {United States of America),
Mr. CROSBY (Canada), Mr. KORT (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) and Mr. GAUCT

mentioned in the report" and an appropriate documentary reference should be

added at the beginning of the paragraph.

1t was so agreed.
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Mr. HAQUE (Pakistan) proposed that the words "for the benefit of all

mankind" should be added at the end of the paragraph.

It was so agreed.

Paragraph 2, as amended, was adopted.

Parsgraph 3

Paragraph % was adopted.

Mr., OPA (Japan) proposed that the words "through science" should be

added after the ghrase "... a better understanding of the marine environment",

in order to retain the wording used in cperative paragraph 3 of resclution

2172 (XXT).

-I% was so agreed..

Mr. GAUCI (Malta) proposed that the final sentence of the paragraph

should be amended to read "and diffusion of sciemtific and related knowledge in

this field”. v
It was so agreed.
Paragraph 4, as amended, was adopted.

Paragraph 5
Mr. ARCRA (India) said that his delegation was somewhat uncertain about

the meaning of the phrase "... the economic implications of it are obvicus" at the

end of the paragraph and wished to reserve its position pending further

clarification by the United States delegation.
Mr. HAQUE {Pakistan) associated himself with that observation.

Mr. McKELVEY (United States of America) said that his delegatinn had

spoken in some detail at the twelfth meeting of the Group about the potential

economic benefits to be derived from increased geological, geophysical and cther
scientific knowledge of the ocean floor and had pointed out that the acguisition
of such knowledge would pave the way for successful exploitation of the marine

mineral resources with which the Ad Hoc Committee.was concerned. e accordingly

proposed that the phrase under discussion should be replaced by the words

"... would have great potential economic benefits".



A/AC.135 /WG .2 /SR. 1k ~Bl -

Mr. GAUCI (Melta) said that the United States amendment had removed his

doubts about the meaning of the final sentence. He proposed that ths words "for

all countries”" should be added at the end of the paragraph.

Mr. KORT (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) doubted whether the
It was true

resultant text would be an entirely accurate statement of the facts.
that scientific exploration was a prerequisite for expleitation of ocean floor
resources, bui meaningful eccnomic returns could not be expected until after

exploitation was well under way. It might therefore be preferable to omit the

reference to economic benefits by deleting the part of the sentence following the
word "proposal. |

Mr. GAUCT (Malta) proposed that, in order to obviate any doubts about
the accuracy of the final phrase of the paragraph, it should be replaced by the

words "... would offer great potential benefits for all countries"”.

It was so agreed.

Paragraph 5, as amepded, was adopted.

Paragraph 6

“Mr. de BREUVERY'(Representaﬁive of the Under-Secretary-General for

Economic and Scocial Affairs) said that he had attended the forty-fifth session of
the Economic and Social Council and could assure the members of the Group that the
Council had, indeed, favourably considered the proposal for the international
decade. As the foot-note to the paragraph indicated, the Council had, in operative
paragraph 4 of resolution 1381 (XIV), invited the General Assembly to endorse the
concept of a long-term programme of ocean exploration, including such initiatives
as the proposal for the decade, and had noted, in the sixth preambular paragraph

of that resolution, TOC's endorsement of the same concept.

Mr. ABDEL-HAMID (United Arab Republic) proposed that the full text of the

relevant passage of the Council's resolution should be incorporated in the

paragraph. To do so would, moreover, expedite the Group's consideration of the

text.
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Mr. XKORT (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) supported the propcsal.
He further proposed that the phrase referring to ICC's consideration of the decade
should be replaced by the text of the ICC decision endeorsing the concept of the

long-term programme, as reproduced in Council resolution 1381 (XILV).

Mr. McKELVEY (United States of America) agreed that the texts mentioned
by the two preceding speakers should be guoted in the Group's report but that .it

would be sufficient to reproduce them in Toot-notes.
He endorsed the proposals of the United Arab Republic and the Union of Soviet

Socialist Republics and further proposed that the last sentence of paragraph 6
should be retained.

KELSO (Australia) supported the proposals of the United Arab Republic
Faragraph 6, as redrafted, reflected the

Mr.
and United States representatives.,
Working Group's discussions of the subject more fully.

Mr. KORT (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) felt that the last

sentence could be more concisely drafted to read: "The Working Group expressed its

appreciation for this proposal and generally supported the concept of expanded

international co-operation in the study of the resources of* the sea-bed and the

ocean floor."
Mr. ARORA (India) felt that the reservations expressed regarding
paragraph 6 should be included in the final text of the paragraph, although

paragraph 7 also reflected some of those reservations.

Mr. McKEIVEY {United States of America) felt that it was inappropriate

to conclude a paragraph which expressed the Working Group'!s support of a proposal
the reservations could be recoxrded at the beginning of the

with reservaticns:
next paragraph.

Mr. ARORA (India)} proposed that the last sentence of paragraph 6 should
"While some delegations raised some guestions and expressed some

read:
reservations, the Working Group expressed its appreciation for this proposal and

generally supported it."
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The CHATRMAN suggested that thE.Working Group should suspend consideration

of paragraph 6 until it had completed its discussion of the rest of the document.

It was so decided.

Paragraph 7
Mr. ARORA (India) felt that it was inappropriate to use the phrase "On
recommending the Decade", since, ag paragraph 6 indicated, the Working Group had
only expressed general support for it. '

Mr. PROHASKA (Aﬁstria]bfﬁéppérteur, pointed out that the word
"recommending” was to be constrﬁédfiﬁﬁthejiight of the preceding sentence, and that

it referred to those delegatibns3whiéﬂ;had_gﬁdorsed the concept of the decade.

Mr. DANIELI (United Bgﬁuﬁiic‘df“Tahzania) felt that the fourth sentence
_ should be redrafted. to make it clear*ihaﬁffhe entire Working Greup considered that
scientific investigation coul&:hot'creétéﬁany rights of exploitation.

Mr . KORT (Union of Soviet §ocialist Republics) proposed that the word
"exclusive" should be insertéd:betﬁeehgthé_Words "any" and "rights" in the fourth
sentence. '

Mr. GAUCT (Malta) proposed that the word "commending" should be
substituted for "recommending" in the fourth sentence.

Mr. KORT (Unicn of Soviet Socialist Republics) objected to that change,
since all delegations considered the Secretary=-Generalls proposal for an expanded

programme of international co-operation and the concept of an international decade

of ocean exploration to be complementary. The original version of the sentence

should be retained, with the insertion of the word "exclusive", as he had just
suggested.

Mr. ZEGERS (Chile) remarked that many delegations had stressed that
seientific investigation did not create any rights of exploitation. Therefore,
if the words "other delegations" were used in the third sentence, the word
"exclusive" would be inappropriate in the fourth sentence; however, if the words

“the Working Group" were used instead of "they” in the fourth sentence then

Texclusive" could be retained.
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‘Mr. McKBIVEY (United States of America) suggested that, in order to

accommodate the proposals made so far, the third sentence should begin with the
The

phrase "Other delegations, while commending the decade, pointed out...."
"The

fourth sentence could then be replaced by a separate paragraph beginning:
Working Group recognized that scientific investigation should not create any

exciusive rights of exploitation on the ocean floor beyond the limits of national
Jjurisdiction".
Mr. MAURTUA (Peru) objected to the inclusion of the word "exclusive", as

it was essential to convey the idea that scientific investigation did not confer
rights of exploitation of any kind whatsoever.

Mr. YANKOV (Bulgaria) was gratified that two important points were

reflected in the paragraph: the Working Group's approach to the decade and the

statement. of principle on rights of explbitation. The use of the words "any

rights" was inappropriate, as it would exclude countries parficipating in the
'.\ .
investigation from subsequent exploitation of the resources discovered: the point
was that joint research should benefit all countries and that exploratory research
-

should not confer exclusive rights of exploitation.

Mr. FELLENS (Belgium), supported by Mr. McKELVEY (United Ststes of

America), proposed that the phrase should read "should not automatiéally confer

rights of exploitation”.

Mr. KELSO (Australia) proposed that the sentence should read: "It was

pointed out, on the other hand, that scientific investigation does not preclude

rights of exploitation.”

Mr. KIKHIA (Libya) felt that the fourth sentence should remain unchanged.

The CHAIRMAN said that the sentence should either reflect the view shared

by the entire Working Group, in which case the word "exclusive” should be included,

or present the view of some delegaticns, in which case that word should te ocmitted.
concept of the decade was based on the assumption thal scientific investigation,

when carried out on behalf of the international community, did not confer any

rights of exploitation whatsoever.
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Mr. GUERREIRO (Brazil) proposed that a further paragraph should he added

to the effect that the proposed expanded programme and the decade of ocean

exploration should include practical plans for enhancing the research capabilities
of the developing countries.

The CHATRMAN suggested that the Working Group should suspend

congideration of paragraph 7 until it had completed its discussion of the rest of

the document.

It was so decided.

Paragraph 8

In reply to a guestion from Rear-Admiral LANGERAAR (Chairman,

Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission), Mr. McKELVEY (United States of America)

said that the difference between the words "development" and "exploitation", as

used in the paragraph, was that the former referred to those preliminary activities
s

such as digging wells, in the case of oil, or building access tuanels, in the case

of mines - that were necessary to open up a deposit for subsequent expleoitation.

scientific scope and not be broadened so as to cover international co~cperation in
the development and exploitation of marine mineral resources” seemed inconsistent
with the view expressed by the Chairman of ICC at the Ad Hoc Committee'’s

15th meeting to the effect that the Commission's helpn need not necessarily be

limited to scientific advice as 11 had for seven years been dealing with

organizational and other problems. He proposed that the words "which is to promote

research with a view tc learning more about the nature and rescurces of the oceans

through the concerted action of its members" should be deleted because they seemed

to place a restrictive interpretation on the functions of ICC.

It was so decided.

pbaragraph was superflusus and should be deleted. The report already stressed in

several passages that I0C would be responsible for scientific research and the
ICC Qocument (A/AC.135/17) made it clear that the Commission felt that, in order
to ensure Lhe mcst effective possible co-zrdination in the future of the

exploration and exploitetion of the resources underlying the open seas, 1t would

/...
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(Mr. Kort, USSR)

have to deal with many organizational problems. Moreover, the ICC programme

described in that document indicated that IOC regarded direct exploitation of the

mineral resources discovered as a matter faling outside its competence,

Mr. DANIELI (United Republic of Tanzenia) also supported the deletion

of paragraph 3, because it was premature to define the work of I0C.

should be retalned, especially as it was an accurate reflection of the view

expressed by a number of delegations during the debate. He presumed that the

words "marine mineral resources" would be changed, as the United Kingdom

repregentative had suggested at the outset of the meeting.

Rear-Admiral TANGERAAR (Chairman, Intergovernmental Oceanographic
Whlle IOC would never attempt

CommlSSan) favoured the retention of paragraph 8.
to expand its sphere of activities to include the development or exp101tatlon of

the rescurces of the sta-bed and ocean floor, the insertion of the words "and

organizational” between the words "scientific" and -"scope" would refiect the fact

that ICC's work was not limited to_scientifié'matters. Indeed, if it was, it would

have no need for the assistance of the two scientific edvisory bodies appointed by
IMCO and FAO.
Mr. HAQUE (Pakistan) supported the change recommended by the Chairman

of ICC.
Mr. DEJAMMET (France) proposed that the words "It was felt that"” should

——— e ——— b

be replaced by the phrase "Some delegations felt that".
delegation, for one, was not authorized to comment on the structure, functions

or competence of other inter-goverrnmental institutions.
Mr. ODA {Japan) and Mr. KELSO (Aﬁstralia) supported the French and IOC

amendments .

The amendments were adopted.

Paragraph 3, as amended, was adopted.
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Paragraph 9

Mr. KORT (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) considered the second
sentence illogical: it was inconceivable that any exploitation would be undertaken
in the absence of scientific knowledge, or that exploitation would contribute to
research rather than the other way around. The sentence could well be delefed.
He proposed that the words "It was also noted" should be replaced by the phrase

"Some delegations noted", because the view expressed was not shared by all.

It was so decided.

Mr. GAUCT (Malta) observed that paragraph 9 was an accurate reflection of
the view expressed by his delegation except for the words "at a rapid pace”". What
he had actially sald was that exploitation would progreés independently of the
activities in question. He therefcre proposed the deletion of those words.

It was so decided.

sentence might seem, it was nevertheless factually true. The work done by
engineers and technicians often provided a foundation for subseguent scientific
knowledge and continuing engineering and commercial advances did ian fact furthef
science. Tﬁat was an important point which should be retained.

Mr. KIKHTA (Livya) proposed that the words "of expleiting rescurces
heyond the continental shelf" should be changed to read "of exploaiting the mineral
resources of the sea-bed and the ccean floor beyond the limits of present national
jurisdiction®.

Mr. McKELVEY (United States of America) supported the Tibyan amendment.

all

Mr. HAQUE (Pakistan) proposed that the words "Ffor the benelit of

mankind® should be inserted at the end of the paragraph 2nd vherever the word

"exploitation” occurred elsewhere in the Gext.

It was 8o decided.

Paragraph 9, as amended, was sdnpted.
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Paragraph 10

Mr. FLEMMING (United Kingdom) said that paragraph 1C, wnhich reflected the

view expressed by his delegation, failed to draw the distinction he had attempted
to make, namely, that, since scientific problems - such as mapping‘aﬂd the magnetic
anc gravitational fields of the world's oceans - were global in their occurrence,
plans to solve them must be global too; on the other hand, economic resources
would he found concentratzd in specific areas and the work of exploiting them would
therefore devolve upon individual countries or small groups of countries having

interests in the area. He therefore proposed that the paragraph should be replaced

by the following text:

"The requirement for more infarmation about the nature of the sea
and the sea floor is universal and therefore there is manifest need for
greater co-operation in marine scientific exploratisn and research at a

- global level. ‘Although the resources of the sea-bed are scattered in
limited areas of cancentrationj many delegations stresssd that world-
wide internatioral co-operation should also be consideres from now on
in order to encourage the exploitation >f these resources for the

benefit of all mankind."”

Mr. ARORA (India) supported the United Kingdom amendment.

Mr. KIKHIA (Libya) and Mr. McKELVEY (United States of America} also

supported the amendment but felt that the first sentence of paragraph 10 should

be retained. It could be inserted as the second sentence of the United Kinsdam
amendment.

It was so decided.

Paragrsph 10, as amended, was acdopted.

Mr. Arora (India), Vice-Chairman, took the Chair.

Paragraph 11

Mr. FLEMYING {(United Kingdom) proposed the inserticn of the words "or

locel" after the words "at a regional” and the insertion of the word "practicall
after the words "the ponssibilities of" and the replacement of the word "more" by
"especially" in the firsi sentence. The word "processing” in the third sentence

should he "date-processing”.
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Mr. GRANELLI (Argentina) supported those amendments

The améendments were adopted.

Paragraph 11, as amended, was adopted.

Faragraph 12

Mr. YANKOV (Bulgaria) said that, since the Working Group could not now
foregsee all the possible legal fTorms of organizing internaticnal co-operation and

since future co-operation might in specific cases require the establishment of new

institutions, the second sentence should be broadened and macde more fle  ible. He
it would be

suggested that the second sentence should be replaced by "Thus i

desirable to promote co-operation; this could be done by existing regional and

international organizations and by any other means that might be considered

feasible and applicable".

Mr. ABDEL-HAMID fUnlted Arab Rppubllc) Supported the amendment

The amendment was adopted.

Paragraph 12, as amended, was adopted.

The meeting rose at 6.40 p.m.
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ADOPTION OF THE REPORT TO THE AD HCC COMMITTEE (A/AC.135/L.1, annex I, and
A/AC.135/R.1/hdd.1) ( concludedj

only those proposals for amendment which were gubmitted in writing to the Rapporteur

or toc the Bureau.

Tt was so decided.

the United Kingdom sné amended by Argentina at the preceding meeting, according to
which the expression "marine mineral resources" would be replaced by the following
new wording: '“mineral resocurces of the sea-bed and the ocean floor and the subsoil
It might perhaps be preferable to replace that amended text by the

which implicitly excluded minerals in solution

thereof" .
expression "marine mineral deposits",
in ses watev‘ . [ .

If it was adopted, that expression Wﬁuld be used in paragraphs 2 (first

sentence), 4 (second sentence), 3, and ¢ (second sentence).

Mr. KORT (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) considered the wording
suggested by the Rapporteur unsatisfactory, for research had proved the existence,

on the surface of the sea-bed and ocean floor, of minerals which could nct properly

be called deposgits. BEis delegation, for its part, preferred the United Kingdom

amendment as modificd by Argentina, which covered all minerals that were at the
bottom of the oceans and that were not dissolved in sea water.

Mr . PROHASKA {Austria), Rapporteur, withdrew his suggestion, in view of
the USSR representative's objection.

The United Kingdom amendment, a8 amended by Argentina, was adopted.

Faragraph 7
_PROHAGKA (Austria)5 Rapporteur, sald that the second sentence of the

Mr.

original draft text should be left unchanged in the English version, as follows:

"They therefore held the view that both proposals should more appropriately be

discusged in the Ad Hoc Committee.
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Paragraph 8

Mr. PROHASKA (Austria), Rapporteur, proposed that the word "and" after

the words "restricted to its scientific" should be deleted from the amended version

of the draft text.
The amendment was adopted.

Mr. PROHASKA {Austria), Rapporteur, suggested that the words "mineral

resources of the sea'" in the last sentence of paragraph 9, as amended, should be

replaced by the words "mineral resources of the sea-bed and the ocean floor and

gubsoil thereof",

The amendment was adopted.

Paragraph 12

countries" should be added after the words "to promote co-operation” in the gecond

sentence of the arended text. v

The amendment was adopted.

Paragraph 6

Mr. PROHASKA fAustria), Rapporteur, read out to the Working Group the

revised text of paragraph & proposed jointly by the Soviet Union, the United States

and the United Ara% Republic, as fcllows:
"The Bconomic and Technical Working Group noted that the Economic and

Social Council: Invites the General Assembly to endorse the concept of a

co-ordinated long-term programme of oceanographlic research designed to
increase, in the interests of world economic development, the resocurces
available to all peosple of the world, taking also ints account such

initiatives as the proposal for an International Decade of Ocean

Exploration and ssveral international programmes already considered,

approved 2nd adopted by the Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission

for implementation, in certeain caseg, in co-operation with other specializec

agencies. The Working Groug expressed appreciation of the proposal for the
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(Mr. Prohasks, Austria)

decade and generally suppcrted the idea cf expanded internaticral
co-operation in the study of mineral resources of the sea-bed and the
ceean fleoor and the subsoil thereof. It was also noted that the IOC
considered the prcposal for an IDOE as a useful initiative for broadening

- and accelerating such investigations and for strengthening international
co~operation.”

Mr. HAQUE (Pakistan) suggested that to accommodate the proposal made at
the previous meeting by the representative of India, the sentence immediately after
the quotation from the Economic and Social Couneil resolution should be amended to
read as follows: '"While some delegations raised some questions and asked for
certain clarification, the Working Group expressed appreciation of the proposal...".

The new text of paragraph 6, as thus amended, was adopted.

Paragraph 7 ter

Mr. PROHASKA (Austria), Rapporteur, read out paragraph 7 ter , the text

of which was as follows:
"The Working Group felt that both the proposed 'expanded programme’

and the !'Decade of Ocean Exploration' should include concrete plans aimed

at strengthening the research capabilities of developing nations."

Paragraph T ter was adopted.

Paragraph 15

Mr. PROHASKA (Austria)}, Rapporteur, informed the Working Group that the

representative of India had propcssed the following two amendments: _
1. At the beginning of the third sentence, replace the word "some" by the

1

vord "many";
2. Tin the first sentence, replace the words "in promoting co-speration in
development and exploitation..." by the Tollowing new text:

"promoting, co-ordinating and directing the development and exploitation...”,

zeparately, in the order in which they had heen proposed.
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- Mr. ARCRA (India)} pointed out that the amendment %o the first sentence
of the paragraph which he had submitted to the Rapporteur was also supported by
ten or so other countries, including Kenya, Ceylon, Pakistan, Liberia, Libya, the
United Arab Republic, Yugoslavia and Malta.

Mr. HAGUE (Pakistan) said that in fact most if not all of the de#eloping
countries represented on the Working Group had been of the opinizn that the United

Nations should bHe given the respongibility mentioned in the third sentence of
paragraph 15 of the draft.

Mr. FIEMMING {United Kingdom) pointed out that the gquestion of technical
aggistance to developing countries for the development of the resources-of the
continental shelf did not fall within the terms of reference of the Ad Hoco
Committee, which had tc deal only with the sea-bed and the oscean floor beyond the
limits of present national jurisdiction. Nevertheless, his delegaticn supported
the'prOvision of such technical assistance to developing countries, and was not

opposed to the guestion being mentioned in the Working Group's report to the

The Indian amendment to the beginning of the third sentence of paragraph 15

was adopted.

Mr. McKELVEY (United States of America) said that he could not accept

the Indian amendment to the first sentence of the paragraph, for it weat beyond the
terms of reference of the Working Group and the Ad Hoc Committee.

His delegation suggested that it should be replaced by the fallowing amendment:
"in promoting and co-ordinating co-operation in development and exploitation...™.
It could never accept the idea cof entrusting the United WNations with the direction
of the activities envisaged in the first sentence of paragraph 15. If the Indian
representative pressed his amendment, the United States delegation would ask for
a sentence (o be added to the report specifying that in the view of other

delegations, the Working Group had gone beyond its terms of reference in approving
that amendment,
Mr. ODA (Japan} supported the view expressed by the United States

representative.
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should be vetained if the Working Group did not wish to 1imit the scope of the
proposed text. Moreover, while the United Nations might well play a reole in
promoting and co-~ordinating co-operation in development and exploitation-of the
resources of the sea-bed and the ocean floor, it was not in a position to direct

exploration and exploitation activities.

Mr, ARORA (India) said that he could accept the compromige wording

proposed by whe United States representative and supported by the Bulgarian

representative, provided that the other delegations which had supported his
proposal also found it acceptable.

Mr. ABDEL-HAMID (United Arab Republic) supported the representative of

Indis.

yg; ZEGE§§ (Chile) proposed that the words "beyond the limits of national

jurisdicticn" should he added at the end of the first sentence, as amended by

India.
The Chilean amendment was adopted.

The Indian amendment to the first sentence of paragraph 15, as further amended

by Chile, was adopted.
Peragraph 15, as amended, was adopted.

Paragraph 16

Mr. PROHASKA {Austria), Rapporteur, read out an asmenduent submitted by

the delegetion of Itely to delete the remainder of the paragra

T
"international cc-operation” and replace it by the words "by considering the

concept of international enterpriseg".

bir .

"It was', at the beginning of the paragraph, should be replaced by the words

"Certain delegations had', as the present wording 2id not reflect the view of the
majority.

Mr. ABDEL-HAMID (United Areb Republic) endorsed the Italisn amendment.

/o



Mr. McEKELVEY {United States of America) suggested that the present
eplaced by the sentence

e

wording, which seemed to him to be too neutral, should be

"Certain delegations also favoured international co-operation in the private
sector”. The new wording would express the ideas that had been put Forvard,

without overstepping the Working Group's terms of reference.

Mr. YANKOV (Bulgeria) supported the Italian amendment, which, he felt,

reflected a realistic approach. As there was no legal precesdent, 1t would

long time before the concept of a legal body that did not come under
vesgsel Tlying the United

mational

-

Jurisdiction could be defined. As things were, even =2 3
Nations flag had to be registered in some State, and the establighment of an

international legel order was still a remote possibility.

Tirst sentence as modified by the Italian amendment, the formula proposed by the

representative of the United States.

-
Paragraph 16, as thus smended, was adopted.

Paragraph 17 (3)

Mr. FROEASEA (Austria), Rapporteur, read out an amendment proposed by
arine

the Soviet delegation, to insert after the words "and investigation of the

environment” the words "including the orcposal of the Secretary-General on the

expanded programme of research and the proposal of the United States on the
Intermational Decade of (cean Exoloration".

Sub-paragraph 17 {(3), as amended, was adopted.

Faragraph 17 (5)

Mr. PRCHASWKA {Austria), Rapporteur, recalled that the Japanese deleg

had proBosed replacement of the words "aiming towards the development an
exploitation..." by the words "aiming towsrds international co-operatizn in the

ation,.."m.

i

T

[«

development and exploid

The amendment was zdopted.

Mr. PRCHASKA {Austria), Rapporteur, read out an amendment

V-

iy

Scviet delegation to the end of the naragrs

wording of paragraph 277 of document E/UL87.
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Mr. de BREUVERY {Representative of the Under-Secretary-General for

ocial Affairs) explained that a number of typographical errors had
‘ The

Economic and 3
slipped into paragraph 277, and a corrigendum would be lssued to cover them.

words "technical assistance" should bhe added before the word "activities™ and the

words "beyond the limits of present national jurisdiction" after "the whole

ocean'; in addition, the words "for resolving" should be replaced by the words
"for aiding the solution of" and the word "administrative" by the word
"organizaticnal®.

In the light of those explanations, Mr. KORT (Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics) withdrew his amendment.

Mr. McKELVEY {United States of America) wondered whether it would nct be
advisable to add, at the botton of the last page of document A/AC.135/R.1/Add.1,

a foot-note concerning the modifications to be made to paragraph 277.
Mr. KIKHTA {Libya) proposed that the word "important" in the first line
of sub-paragraph (5) should be replaced by the word "essential".

That amendment was adopted.

should bhe dlstrlbuted in conjunction with the final text of the report soc as to

make an up-to-date version avallable to Governments, which were using an uncorrected

text.

The CHAIRMAN said that sgreement had been reached on the wording of

sub-paragraph 17 (5) on the understanding that there would be a foot-note
indicating that peragraph 277 of document E/BUST was to be revised.

Sub-paragraph 17 (5), as amended by Japan and Libya, was adopted.

~ The CHAIRMAN called upon the Working Grouo to consider the draft report

s a whole.

Mr . PROHASKA (Austria), Rapporteur, presented to the Ad Hoc Committee,

for ite approval, the editorial changes to document A/AC.135/R.1 and document
A/AC.135/L.1, annex I, set forth in the working paper dated 21 August 1968.
paper dated 21 August 1965 were adopted.

The changes set forth in the working
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Mr. GEANELLI (Argentina) withdrew the reservations exzressed by his

delegation with respect to the report on the resources of the sea, which formed the

subject of foot-note 1 to annex I of the draft interim report of the Ad Hoco

Committee (A/AC.135/L.1, annex I, page 1). He proposed that foot-note 2 of annex T

to the same document should be reworded as follows:

"The delegation of Argentina had reservations with respect to the
working principles set forth in point 5 on the grounds thet they were
not wholly compatible with the present state of oceanograghic knowledge
bearing in mind, in particular, the fact that:

(l) The descriotion of the working principles was technically
incomplete and should be elaborated upon;

() The list did not cover all the geological and topographical
factors. It should be supplemented by a description of other

gecmorphological irregularities on the sea-bed and the ocean floor."

~

The CHATIRMAN suggestéd that the Working Group should adopt the draft

report before it. y
The draft report of the Economic and Technical Working Group

(A/AC.135/R.1/Add.1) was adopted.

Mr. FLEMMING (United Kingdom) paid tribute to the excellent and skilful

manner in which the Chairman had summed up the various opinions expressed during

the Group's meetings on complex technical matters. His delegation accepted that

the Chairman's summary did in general represent the course and flavour of the
discussion, with due allowance for the fact that some delegations might, in the
interests of consensus, have abstained from objection or supported compromise

statements In view of this, his delegation reserved its right to comment further

on these summaries after due congideration.

After the customary exchange of courtesies, the CHATIRMAN declared the

second sesgion of the Economic and Technical Working Group ciosed.

The meeting rose at 12.5C p.m.
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