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NOTE BY THE SECPETARY-GENERAL 

l@ The General Assembly in its resolution 2467 B (XXlII)~ adopted 21 December 1968~ 

considering that. 
, k 

"in connexion with the elaboration of principles underlying possible 
future international agreements for the area concerned~ a study should 
be made with a view to clarifying all aspects of protection of the 
living and other resources of the sea-b~d and ocean floor, the 
superjacent waters and the adjacent coasts against the consequences of 
pollution and Other hazardous and harmful effects arising from various 
modalities of such exploration and exploitation", 

and considering further that- 

"such a study should take into consideration the importance of minimizing 
interference between the many means by which the wealth of the ocean 
space may be harvested~ and that it should extend to the examination of 
the circumstances in which measures may be undertaken by States for the 
protection of the living and other resources of those areas in which 
pollution detrimental t9 those resources has occurred or is imminent"~ 

requested- 

"the Secretary-General~ in co-operation with the appropriate and competent 
body or bodies presently undertaking co-ordinated work in the field of 
marine pollution control~ to undertake the study referred to in 
paragraphs 2 and 3 above and to submit a report thereon to the General 
Assembly and the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of the Sea-Bed and the 
Ocean Floor beyond the Limits o_f_National Jurisdiction." ...................... 
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2, ][n order to secure "the co.Joperatior~ of all appropriate and competent body 

or bJa.l.es undertaking ~ork in the field ,of marine pollut.ion~ and in order to 

define the scope and the ways of implementing the said study and to prepare lts 

" . .  - , I ' ~ ' t  outl.ine~ the Secretaz'y-.Genera].~ following the suggestion of the ACC Suo-Commz~ee 
... 

On i~a.rine Science and its App].ication~ convened a meeting of r epre:sentatives 

of interested agencies and organizations, That meeting "was held on ll July 1969 
i 

at the World Meteorological Organization headquarters in Geneva and attended 

by the representatives of the United Nations~ the Food and Agricultural 
J 

Organization of the United Nations~ the. United Nations Edueationa!, Scientific 

and Cultural Organization~ the ~.7orid Health Organization~ the World Meteorological 

Urganizationj the Inter-Governmental Maritime Consultative Organization and the 

International Atomic Energy /~geneyo 

3, It was agreed that the study would deal essentiali.y with the pollution 

arising fro .... various modalities of the exploration and exploitation of the 

resources of the sea-bed and the ocean floor beyond the limits of national 

jurisdiction, The study mould also take into account other aspects of pollution 
.. 

and hazardous and harmful effects on the ~hoie marine environment and on men~ 

if related to this exploration and exploitation° 

4. .It is contemplated that the study should cover, the follo~,ing points- 

(a) Definitior_,._ of the problem of marine pollution (identification 
/ 

of harzardous and harmful effects resulting from present exploration and 

exploita.tion of 'the resources of the sea-bed and ocean floor and trends °~ 

possible leve].s and extent of pollution and order of magnitude of the pz'oblem); 

(b) Causes, types~ effects and level of marine pollu.tion (geological 

and geophysical prospecting- petroleum driiiing ,operations - solid mineral 

dredging) ; 

(c) Research requirements (researeh~on ways and methods of' minimizing 

pollution produced by exploration and exploitation activities - re search . on the 

effe ~-~.~s~ movement and u]..timate fate. of pollutants -~ research on abatement methods, -- 

research on measuring and monitoring techniques); 

(d) Legal a.s}ects of the probl.em; 

(e) Suggestions for action requirgd (monitoring systems and programmes .- 

- - p " r ' e v e n t i o r ]  s ;nd  _ D ~ o - t - ~ c t i o n  m e a s u r e r S - .  ................................... - ............. 
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...... ~ated .5~ Im Dre-oarin~< ...... tl.~. .... s re,sort_ ._ due account would ~~.z:~_. rakes-, c.:f some z'ecent._ re ~ - 

studies and progi"a.mm~es~ such as the report of the fi:cs%., sess.!on~, held at the 

. . . .  - .... '~ ' " ,  - -  " " ,. - , " :  I ~ , '  c., " : : . . } , r , / U ~ . ! E S O C ) )  g r o u p  .headquarters o_L :l.iv~(,<, ira.March ]..969~ of the Oo].i::ij. (l.[,~COl.<~..,!,,.,~.., 
oq .... e~ i~per%s on. the seien'tific aspects of :ma:ri~ze r:o].i~.i;iou~_ t_r~e..report of the 

join% wol-k.ing paz'ty of the Ad-vi.soi~y.. {so_mmi~uee for Ha.rJ..ne ~eseaz'ch ~.,en sources~ the 

Seienbi_fic Committee on Ocean Research and WHO (AGOR.) on Global Ocean Research 

held in l~onza and Rome f~om 2] April. to 7 H, ay 1.969 and the drafi; Comprehensive 

Outline of the scope of the long-term anrl expa.nded programme of oceanic 

exploration and research prepared by "the s-- "~~ ~-- • :_pecz.~,,_,.. Worki):~_g (]o:'ouI: of the 

Intergove--r~Jm~;nt~l~ ,'~ " ~- Oceanographic Commission on. the.. Long-%-erm and. Expanded Programme 

at Ui~ESCO headquarters in Par J.s fz'om 16 "to 2 ] .  June 1969. 

6, [[n this co~.mexion; the Secretary-General ~.~o~.~j..d like to reca!], that he had 

previously 'requested the co-sponsoring agerLcJ..es of' "the group of: exloerts on 
.. 

lentz..Lic aspects of re&fine ~oli.ution to make its services available for the 

purpose o% the study on the poli~tio.n, effects resulting ±"tom the ex-plora.tion 

and exploitation of the ocean floor° This joint group of" experts has already 

started some .~)reparatory work. and the co-sponsoring agencies offered that the 

group of e:~perts continue to assist in preparing the dra.ft ~ sections of the stndy 

falling within its terms of reference. It w'as agreed .that y on the basis of this 

~ork~ ~,h.e Secretary-Genera._ ~ouid circu].a.,~e a first d'ra±'t of the study %o ~ii 

the agencies and organizations concerned for comments~ corrections or additions. 

A fina], consolidated study would "then be pz'epa.red~ 

"{. The present progress report is circulated for the information of the members 

o? the Committee on the .Peaceful. Uses of the ~'- _. ~eo.-Bed and the Ocean Floor beyond 

• the ],imits of National Jurisdiction; and further details will be transmitted 

as they become ava.ilabie, 
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