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of national Jurisdiction

NOTE BY THE SECEETARY-GENERAL

1. The General Assembly in its resolution 2467 B (XXIII), adopted 21 December 1968,

considering that: . _

"in connexion with the elaboration of principles underlying possible

future international agreements for the area concerned, a study should

be made with a view to clarifying all aspects of protection of the

living and other resources of'the.sea—bed_and ocean floor, the

superjacent waters and the adjacent coasts - against the conseguences of

pollution and other hazardous and harmful effects arising from,various
" modalities of such exploration and exploitation”,

and considering further that'

. "such a study should take into conslderation the Importance of m1n1m121ng
Anterference between the meny means by which the wealth of the ocean
space may be harvested, and that it should extend to the examination of
the circumstances in which measures may be undertaken by States for the
protection of the living and other resoOurces of these areas in which
pollution detrimental t¢ those resocurces has occurred or is imminent',

reguested:

"the Secretary-General, in co-operation with the appropriate and competent
body or bodies presently undertaking co-crdinated work in the field of
marine pollutlon control, to vnderiske the study referred to in
peragrapns 2 and 3 above and 1o submit a report thereon to the General
Assembly and the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of the Sea-Bed and the

' Ocean Floor beyond the lelts__i;ﬁational,Jurlsdlctlon,”

'69-16572 ' B ' ' .
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2. In order to secure the coéOperagioﬁﬁof g1l appropriate and compeﬁenﬁ body
or bodies undertaking work in the field of mariﬁe pollutioﬁy and in order o
define the scope and the ways of implementing the said study and to.preparé its
outline, the Secretary-General, followlng the SuggestﬁOn Of the AC‘ SuthOmﬁ{itee
on Marine Science and its Application, convened a meetlng of representat:ve& |
of" interested agencieé and Organlgdtlonsy lhat meetlng was held on 1l July L969
at the World Meteorological Orgaﬁization headquarters in Ceneva and attegded
by tpe representatives of the United Nations, the Food and Agricultural -
Organization of the United Nations, the United Nations E&ucationai} Scientifie_
and Cultural Organization, the World He&lﬁh Organizatioﬁ, the World Meteoroldgical
Qrganizaiion, the Inter~Governmental'Maritime.COnsultative Organization an&_the
InternatiOHai Atowic Energy Agency.
3. Tt was agreed that the study would deal essentially with the pollution
arising from various modalities of the exploration and ex@loitation 6f the
resources of the sea-bed and the ocean floor beyond the limits of national
- jurisdiction. The study would alsc take into account other aspects of pollution
and hazardous and harmful effects on the whOIe marine environment and on men, .
if related to this exploration and exploitatlon. |
4, It is contemplated that the study should cover the follow1ng polmbss.

(a) Definition of the problem of marine poliution (1@ent;flcgblon :
of harzaydous and harmful effects'resulting from present exploratioﬁ an& ’
eﬁploitamiam of the rescurces of the sea-bed and ocean ficor and trends -~
possible levels and extent of pollution and crder of magnitude of the probiem);.

{b) Cdusee t&pes effects and level of maripe pollution (geological
and gtepqysjcal prospecting - petroieum drlijlng 0peratlons - solld mineral K
dredging); . '

(e} Research requiremeﬁts_{research“pn'ways and methods of minimizing
pOIlutioﬁ produced by exploration and exp]éi+ation activities - research.on the
effects, movement and ultimate fate of poliutants - research on dbdtcneﬁt m&thodn -
research on measuring and moniborlng techniques); ' '

(d) lLegal aspects of the problﬂm;

{e) Suggestions for action reqqu;d \monltoriﬂg systeme and pvugxamweb -

S
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e In preparing this report dus account would be taken of sowpe recent reélated

cptudies and programmes, such &8 the report of the Flrst session, held a% the
' (1400 /80 /010 [ONBECO) group
.Of experts on the scientific agpects of warine pollutiocn, tm%fréport of the
joint working pavty of the Advisory Comailbbee for Marine_RESearch Resources, the
Global Ucean Research

headguarters of IMCO in Mareh 1989, of the joind

Seientific Committee on Oceah Research and W0 {AGCR) on
held in Ponza and Rome from 23 April to 7 May 1969 and the draft Compréhensive
Outline of ths scope of the.longuterm and expanded programme Of oceanic
exploraticn and research prepasred by the Special Horking Group of the _
Intergoﬁermmental Oeeanographic Comnission on the Long-term and Bxpanded Programme
at UHNESCO headquarters in Paris from 16 to 21 June 1969,

G fin vhie connexion, the Secretarvaeneral would 1ike o recall that he had
previously reguested the co-sponsoring agencies of the group of experts on
scientific aspects éf‘marine poliution_to meke its services available for the
purpcse of the study on the pollution effects vesulting from the exploration
and exploitation of the ccean floor. This jolnt group of experts has already
started sdme'prEParatory work, and the co-sponsoring agencles offered that the
group of experts continue 0 assist.in preparing the draft BéctiOHS of the study
falling within ite terms of reference. It was sgreed that, on the'basis of this
work, the Secretary-General would circulate & flirst dragt of the study to a1l

the agencies and organizations copncerned for comments, c¢orrecticas or additions.
A fipal consolidated study would then be preparved. ’

7.  The presenf progress report is circulated for the information of the members
Of the Committee on the Feaceful Uses of the Sea-Bed and the Ocean Floor beyond
Llie Limits.of_mational Jurisdiction, and further details will be transmitted

as they become available,
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