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1. Af the first meeting held during'this.session of the Commlttee on the
Peaceful Uses of the Sea-Bed aﬁd Ocean Floor on 11 August 1669, 1 referred_to
the agreément reached at the.end of the lasgt segsion that informal intersessionél
consultations be.conducted under the auspices'of'the Chairman of the Legal
Sub-Committee to faci%itate the task of achieving common agreement on the question
of general principles to be considered in the early part of this, the third
sesgsion. ' '
2. Ih commenting on the organization of work for this session, I indicated
that the Bureau had, in consultation with the Chairmen of the two Sub-Committees,
decided that we should adept a programme which would_enable the Committee and its
Sub-Committees to commence work with the leasf possible delay, that a
comprehénsive programme would not be proposed but instead that certain items
shcould be seleéted for examination for a start and that'progress be reviewed at
appropriate intervals. The intention was that the agenda should be shaped as we
proceeded with our work. I further indicated that the Committee should attempt.
what was reasonably practicable during the time at our disposal and that thaf
would depend on whether the reports and documents needed for a useful discussion
of certain asﬁectS'of the work Weré reaay or would be made available in time.
3. As stated by me then, the best guides to the organization of our work
were document A/AC.138/8 of 6 March l969,_beiﬁg the proposals presented by me’
for the drganiéation of work at the second sessioh, document A/AC.158/80.2/5 of:
___20 March 1569, being the programme of work suggested for the Economic and '

_ i/ -Issued by the decision of the'Committee. )
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Technical Sub- Commlttee for the third se351on, and the decisions taken at the
last session as well as the general wishes of the Committee as expressed durlng
the last se531on of the Committee regarding certain items.
L. The two Sub-Committees have been in continuous session since the First
meeting of the main Committee held on 11 August 1969.. We have now.reached the -
point when the work done by those two Sub-Committees calls for review and |
consolidation and wher the main Committee must assume.responsibiiity for iﬁs
share of the work and for further directing the discherge of our mandate.
5. When the sllocation of subgects and functions to the Main Committee and
the two Sub-Committees, as contalned in document A/AcC. 158/8 of 7 March 1%69,
was approved, it wasg understood that the second session would be devoted malnly_
to the work of the Sub-Committees and.that the third sessgicn would concentrate
on the nain Committee's subjects and functicns. IF our.expectations in regard
to the third seesion have not materialized,'it is scolely for the reason that the
assignment of further time to the Sub-Committees was essential. The.two_
Bub-Committees have wogked with unremitting zeal under able and energetic
leadership. On behalf of the Committee, I should like to express our deep
appreciation of the efforts of Ambassador Galindo Pohl, Chairman of'the Legel
Sub-Committee, Professor Yankov, the'Vice-Chairman_who'functioned-in Ambagsador
Galindo Pohl's absence, and Mr. Reger Denorme, Chairman of the Economic end_.
TeChnieal Sub-Committee. We owe them a special word of thanks. '

It is apparent now that we erred in our estimate of the time requlred
for our work. If the extent and nature of agreement reached on various matters '
so far in-the Sub-Commitbees does not enable us to make any spec1f1c o
recommendations, that is entirely due to the extremely ecmplex character of
the Subjeet, the interests involved and the vast ramifications of the item as
a whole. To this aspect of the gquestion I shall report at a later stege.
6. At the time the allocation of subjects and functione was approved, it was
also understood that two matters would reeeive special attention during this
session. One of these wae the guestion of legal prihciples_and ﬂorms, as
covered by Operative paragraph 2 (a)of resolution 2467 A (XXIIT) and appearing -
ag item (i).of'thersubjects.and functions allocated to the Legal'Sub-Committee
in document A/4C.138/8. |
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_7."_The other question for which scme degree of priority appeared to be
desired by the geﬁerality of members was that_bf'international machinery,
.covered by.resolution 2&67'0 (XXIII). Quite aéart frem the_general desire.of-
members, resolution 2467 ¢ (XXIII) is the only one of the four resolutions”_
relating to the work of this Committee, other than resolution 2467 A (XXIII),
that specifies a definite time-limit for the bresentation of a report by'the_
Secretary-General and for its consideration by-thie Committee. Operative
paragraph 1.of resoiution'2h67 C requests the SecretarJ-Geheral to undertake
2 study on the qpestlon of approprlate international machlnery and to submlt
a report to the Committee for consideration by the Committee durlng one of its
sessions in 1969. The General Assembly definitely contemplated that this
subject should be c0n31dered during one of the sessions of the Committee in 1569,
Further, operative paragraph 2 of the'resolution calls upon the Committee
.to submit a report_on this question to the Geﬁeral Agsembly at its twenty-fourth
session. _ _ ' '
8. The Economic . and Technical Sub-Committee has given considerable attention
to the eeonomic and technical -implications of the question of appropriate
infernational machinery under item (iii) of the subjects aﬁd functiongs
allocated to it by document A/AC.138/8. | v

The Legal Sub-Committee's major pfeoccupation was necessarily with the
gquestion of legal principles and.it.dces not, fherefore appear to have had as
much time as it would have desired for dealing with the legal 1mpllcat10ns of
the guestion of 1nternetlonal machinery, although the machlnery must be an

integral part of a legal régime.
Priority should, therefore, be given, after the congideration of the reports

of the two Sub—Committees,:to the gquestion of apprepriate international machinery
under resolution 2467 C. A further examinai.ou by the Legal Sub-Committee of
this questien is not feasibie at this stage and it would seem to me that the most
practical and exﬁeditious way of dealing with the question is to telescope the
Legal Sub-Committeé's discussiong intc the main Committee's_discuseiens. '

9. A further reason justifying the adoption of such a modenof work_ié that the
discussions.in both Sub-Committees have made it clear-te me that at this_stage

it is imperative that.the political implications should be'considered._
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‘The most important decisions that have to be taken are the political .
decisions and I am éuré'wé all agree that the main Committee is the_proéerf
forum for the eXamination-of:the'pblitical implications and iSSHES'iHVOlved- 
It is this political discussion that provides the opportunity for a syntheéis'
of the 1mpllcatlons, on the one hand eccncomic and technical.and on the other.
legal the need for which has been- stressed 80 much by members of the Commlttee..
Examlnatlon of the question by the two Sub- Commrttees separately from and
1ndependently of each other cannot g on 1ndef1n1tely as the econcmic and
technlcal implications and the legal implicationg are 1nterrelated and
inferdepéndent, cannot be divorced from each other énd must be considered
together in the llght of the political 1mplléat10ns

Taklng into account the ground that hes been ‘covered by the two
Sub- Commlttees, as a general rule governing the organization of work, I would
suggest that in future all remaining questlons be considered initially by the
main Committee and, whenever in the course of those.discussions ény specific
issues falling within the sphere of interest of either of the Sub- Committeés
arise, the main Committee. should take a decision to refer them to the approprlate
Sub-Committee. I feel it necessary to make this suggestlon as it has bheen
proposed, quite tentatively of course, that separate sessions be assigned to
the two Sub-Committeeé, hereafter. I do not consider suéh a procedﬁre
satisfactory. Whatever precedenfs:may be crted’in support;.énd to my knowledge
there is only one, namely the Outér Space Committee, the igsues that face us have
‘a unity and ccherence which would be destroyed iflwe dissected the item in the
manner suggested. ' '

As the international machinery 1tself would have to conform to the régime
of legal principles and norms contemplated in operative paragraph 2 (a) of
resolution 2467 A, and as the main purpose of the régime is to promote
international co-operation in the-exploration énd!usé of the gea-bed and the
ocean floor and the exploitaticn of their resources, in the sense of economic
Explditation, item (i) of the subjects allocaﬁed to the Ecbnomic'and_TechnicaI_
Sub-Committee in document A/AC.138/8 is most relevant and, 1 am glad to say that
- that Sub-Committee has paild consideréble attention to that item. That makes it
easier to take up the item in the main Committee and to consider the legal'and

polltlcal implications together with the eponomlc and technlcal in the main

'—frrrfcommitteé"rtself, &s-I_héve-alreaényuggestedJ _I_ccmmend thlS proposal to. you__; E
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10. Thé other questions assigned to the main Committee are those reiating O

(i) Peéaceful uses; ' .

(ii) Explofation and research, including the Internaticnal Decade

-of Ocean Exploration;
(iii) ‘Marine pollution. .

In regard to items (ii)} and (iii), the Committee does not yet have enough
material for the formulation of any recommendatibns. '
11. There remains the question of peaceful uses. Time permitting, I propose
to give members an opportuhity to make stateménts on any of these questions,
| but the substantive consideratibn of them Wbuld have to be deferred till the
next sesdion. It would not be possible for the report of the Committee to
. include any reference o discussions on these subjects as there would not be
gufficient time, after the discussions, to prepare a draft report and have it
considered by this Committee. We could use any time that is available to give
members an opportunity of referring to those guestions. They shall, however,
form part of the next report of the Ccmmittee.
12. The Committee is required by operative paragraph 3 of_resolﬁtion 2467 A,
in further studying and making recommendations on the quéstion of the reservation
~exclusively for peaceful purposes of the gea-bed and ocean floor, to take into
account studies and international negotiations being undertaken in the field of
disarmament and to deal with this aspect of the métter without prejudice to
the limits which may be agreed upon in this respect. The resolution recognized
- the fact that reservation of the area exclusively for peaceful purposes formed
part of the general guestion of disarmament and should, therefore,.be examined
within that context, but it should alsc be noted that the reservatibn of the
area for peaceful purposes within the ambit of the resolution is designed to
serve a special purpose, that is, promoting international co-operation in the
exploration and expleoitation of the regources of this area. The special status -
" and significénce of the regervation of the area exclusively for peaceful
purposes must not, therefore, be submerged - T regret to resort to marine
metaphors -~ under the subject of general and cdmplete disarmament. The
Committee would, before the next sessidn when, as I have indicated, a closer

examination of the question of peaceful uses is to be taken up, need to have a
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report cn such studies and international negotiations as have béen undertaken
in the field of disarmament and the results of those studies and international
'negotiations. . . _ . ' o
Paragraphs. 4 ahd 5 of resclution 2M6TIA require this-Committge'to work in
cloge co-operation with intergovernmental bodies dealing with the problems,
~and that would include the‘ENDC? and-also_invites such intergovernmental bodies'
to co~operate fully with the Committee in the implementation of the resolation?
13. Having regard to what has been dcne so far and what remains to be done, |
I would consider it necessary for.the Committee o hold two sessions during_l9705
each lasting four weeks, one during the spring and the other during the_summer.
Appropriate dates for these two sessions would be 2 March to 27 March -1G70,
and BIAugust to 28 August 1970. If the Commitiee agrees, the'Secretériat may
be requested to make arrangements accordlngly. E .
The proposal made durlng the second sesggion of this Commlttee held from .
10 March to 28 March 1969, that the holding of the summer seassion thls_year 1n_.
Geneva might be considered did not meet with sufficient suppert for a variety of
reasons. Apért from the financial implications, the priecipal difficulty in '
accommodating this request was that it had not been made in sufficient time -
to permit of the proposal being included iﬁ_and congidered along with the
conference programme for 1969.- In fact, the request could not have been made
so far in advance as the Committee was not even in existence then. However,
to overcome that objecticn, I have élready réquested the Sécretariat to make
provision in the 1970 confereﬁcé progratmme schedule for thé summer éession of
the Committee to be held in Geneva. _
14, I have covered all the relevant questions in this 51ngle statement but it
ls not my intention that we should proceed tc con81der then immediately.
T would suggest that we now take up- the next item, viz., the reports of the
Sub-Committees and .at a later-stage revert to any proposals that I have now
made and on which members may -wish to ccm.ent '
Without in any way wishing to lmpose any restrlctlons on free debate,
I would maké an earnest appeal to the membgrs of the Comnittee, as our time.
is extremely limited' to make their interventions as brief as possible.,
15. There is one other matter concernlng a dlstlngulshed colleague of ours to

Whlch I wish to make reference It ~was not until after the first meetlng of

I3
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this Committee that I became aware of the unfortunate accident in which
Df. Flemming of the United Kiﬁgdom delegation was involved and as a result of
which he Las sustained serious injury. It is all the more unfortunate and
distréséing ag the injury threatens to inteffere with one of Dr. Flemming's
speclal intefests which he pursued with a rare mixture of professional zeal and
recreational.verve. Dr. Flemming, during his assgociation with us at the eérliér
sessions of this.Committee and of the Ad Hoc Commitiee as well, gave_ample
evidence'of his special competence in this field and it was our hope that we
coﬁld rely on him for an outstanding contribution to our deliberations. I hope,
and T am sure all the members of the Committee share the hope, that he will
very soon recover fromw the effects of his injury and be able to.join.us again.
I should be glad if the United Kingdom delegation would convey to Dr. Flemming
this expression of our concern for his health and ocur géod wighes for his recovery.
I am also 35rry to note that a member of the Secretariat who has beeh
actively associated with us, Fr. de Breuvery, has been prevented by illness _
in joining us at this session. On behalf of the Commiﬁtee I wish him an early
recovery and hope he will be with us on the next occasion when we meet.
16. . We shall now paés on to the work before the Committee today. _I take
it that the.programme set out in today's Journal is acceptable, and if I hear
no objéction, it will'be regarded as epproved. The first item is the reports

of the Sub-Committees.
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Corrigendum

Page 2, paragraph 5, last line

For the word "report" substitute the word "revert".
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