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DECI~iP~%TION OF THE, LITIN ffi'~'ERIC.,~'] STATES ON _~.~ LfI.! OF THE ,SEA 
.. 

The Latin American Meeting on AspeCts of the Law of the Sea, 

Considerin~ ~ 

That there is a geographical~ economic and social l~k between the sea~ .the 

land., .and ~mn who inhabits i%, which confers on coastal populations a legitimate 

prior&%y...right %o utilize the natural resources of their marit~ue environmen%~ 

That in consequence of that priority relationship, the right has been recognized 

of coastal States to establish the extent of their maritime sovereignty or 

jurisdiction in accordance with reasonable criteria, having regard to their 

geographical,-geological and biolo~-~ical situation and their .socio-economic needs 

and responsibilities 

That. the dangers and de, age remilting from Lndiscri~.~nate and abusive prac%icos 

in the extraction of marine resources, mnong ol.herreasons, have led an ~iportant 

group of coastal States to extend the li~.~its of their sovereignty or jurisdiction 

over %he sea, with due respecl for freedom of navigation s~d flight ~ transit for 

ships and aircraft, without dist~ction as to .flag~ 

That certain forms of utilization of the marine enviro1~lent have likewise been 

giving rise to grave .dangers of contsmination of the waters and disturbance of %he 

ecological balance, %o combat which it is necessary that the coas%a! States should 

take steps to protecl, the health and interests of their populations~. 

Th~dt the development of scientific research ~ the marine environment requires 

the widest possible co-operation muong S%ates~ so that all ro~y contribute and share 

in its benefits~ without prejudic.e to the authorization, supervision and participation 

of the coastal State when such research is carried out within the limits of its 

sovereignty or jurisdiction 

That in :' n " ~ecl~.ratlons, resolutions and treaties, especially inter-Ln.uericm~ 

instruments, sJ~d also in unilateral declarations mud in agreements signed between 

Lat~ i~.~.erican States legal principles are embodied which justify the aforementioned 

rights~ 

That the sovereign right of States over their natural resources hc, s been 

recognized and reaffirmed in numerous resolutions of the General Assembly aud other 

United Nations bodies 

That ~ the exercise of these rights the respective rights of other 

neighbouring coastal States on the s~.~e sea must be mutually respected~ and 
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That it is desirable to assemble and reaffirm the foregoing concepts ~_n a joint 

declaration which will take into account the plurality of existing legal r@gimes on 

maritime sovereignty or jurisdiction in Latin fnuerican co~tries. 

DECLARES as coz, mlon principles of the Law of the Sea: 

i. The inherent right of the coastal State to e~lore~ conserve and exploit the 

natural resources of the sea adjacent to its coasts and the soil and subsoil thereof, 

likewise of the Continental Shelf and its subsoi~ in order to promote the max~uun 

develop r~ent of its econoluy and to raise the level of living of its people~ 

2. The right of the coastal State to establish the limits of its maritime sovereignty 

or jurisdiction ~n~ accordance with reasonable criteria~ having regard to its 

geographical, g@ological m~d biological characteristics, and the need to make rational 

use of its resources~ 

3. The right of the coastal State to take regulatory measures for the aforementioned 

purposes, applicable in the areas of its maritime sovereignty or jurisdiction, without 

prejudice to freedom of navigation sa~d flight ~ transit of ships and aircraft, 

without distinction as to flag~ 

4. The right of the coastal State to prevent conts~uination of the waters and other 

dangerous and harmful effects that may result from the use, ex~p~oration or exploitation 

of the area adjacent to its coasts~ 

5. The right of the coastal State to authorize, supervize and participate in all 

scientific research activitles which may be carried out in the maritime zones subject 

to its sovereignty or jurisdiction, and to be informed of the findin~'s and the results 

of such research. 

This declaration Shall be ~io~m as the "Declaration of the Latin f~,~erican States 

on the Law of the Sea". 

Lima, 8 Lugust 1970. 
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RESOLUTION I 

ON__._Th~ ~A-BED_.~D O___C~EAN FLOOR 

B_EY__0[__~ T_~H~ L~.~M~I.TS OF NA_TIQN~L J__~ISDICTIO~N 

The Latin American Meeting on Aspects of the Law of the Sea 

Considerin~: 

That the Latin American States have declared on various occasions that the 

sea-bed and ocean floor and the subsoil, thereof beyond the limits of national 

jurisdiction, including the resources of that zone~ should be the common heritage of 

mankind; 

That, in order to ensure that the exploration, conservation and exploitation of 

the sea-bed and ocean floor, and the subsoil thereof~ beyond the limits., of national 

jurisdiction, shall be carried ouT, for the benefit of all mankind, irrespective of 

the geographic..al location of States and taking into consideration the special 

interests of the developing States, whether coasta3. Or land-.locked~ it is essential- 

that these activities be carried Out under an international r@gime which shall 

include suitable machinery for ensuring joint participation in the administration of 

the zone and in the benefits derived therefrom~ 

That the United Nations Committee on the Peaceful Uses of the Sea-bed and the 

Ocean Floor beyond the Limits. of Nation~-I Jurisdiction is at present engaged on the 

task of drawing up a declaration of principles which should establish the broad lines 

of the future r4gime; 

That a group of fifteen States; with the participation of Latin _~erican countries, 

has submitted to the said Committee: in doc1~ment A/AC.138/SC.1/L.2, dated 23 March 1970, 

a draft General Assembly resolution containing general principles relating to the 

sea-bed and ocesn floor and the subsoil thereof beyond the limits • of national] 

jurisdiction~ 

That, to succeed in its task, the said Committee must observe in its work a suitable 

order of priority corresponding to rational criteria for the formulation of rules of 

international law; and 

That the introduction of proposals for the establishment of an interim r4gime for 

the international zone might not only delay the completion of the first essential 

stage, which is to draw up a declaration of principle and the broad lines of a permanent 

r@gime, but might ~lso hamper the said Committee in the proper discharge of its mandate; 
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Decides to recommend to Governments participating in this Meeting that they take 

account of the following objectives~ 

(1) that the United Nations Committee on the Sea-Bed and Ocean Floor should 

continue to give priority to the task of preparing a declaration of principles which 

would establish the broad lines of the future permanent rggime to be established for 

that zone; 

(2) That the said declaration of principles should serve merely as the basis for 

the Committee's subsequent work, under the mandate conferred on it by General Assembly 

resolutions 2467 (XXIII) and 2574 (XXIV)~ 

(3) That it would be premature to establish an interim rggime for the 

international zone and to establish the extra-jurisdictional limits of the sea-bed 

and ocean floor until the above-mentioned stages have been completed; 

(4) That in the light of the reports prepared by the Secretary-General of the 

United Nations on the various possible types of international machinery for the 

exploration, conservation and exploitation of the sea-bed and ocean floor and the 

sub-soil thereof beyond the limits of national jurisdiction, the Latin American 

Governments shall agree on a common position with regard to determination of the most 

suitable arrangement for organizing the said machinery and on the question of the 

desirability of including in it regional or sub-regional system's; 

(5) That, without prejudice to any suggestions which they may see fit to make 

concerning the declaration of principles mentioned under (1), they should at the 

appropriate time support the broad lines contained in document A/AC.138/SC.1/L.2 o~ 

23 March 1970. 
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• ",-% ~ ~ .-" TF[1 "T o 0 ± - ~ $ u L u  J. J_ OfT ,.. 

,~'T~':,"~T,,~ ;-" ON CUlt.,. I~l~,~\TOm THE Lf~,,'J 017' THE q'~ ' 

The Lati~ "~ " ~-m.erlcan }.leering on Aspects of the Ls~,, of the Sea: 

Recalli~ resolutions 798 (VIII) ~d i_!05 (XI) of the United Nations Oenersl 

As sembly 

Having re~a~c: to the ~.ct u:~ the problems relating to t,:~o nzgn seas, 

~..mters, contiguous zones; the continental ~ ~"-" _ sne.,.~ the superjacent wsYoers, and the sea-bed 

and ocean floor beyond the limits of national jurisdiction are closely liiJ~ed to -~~- 

so th~ their consideration should take account of the necessaiDr correlation bet%~een the 

"~ .[ 1 • ,_ega_l r@gime and the physical environnent to ..rnlch it s~yo7ies;.~.. _ 

Consideri~-that, at the request of the General &ssemb!y in its resolution 
/ ' 7¢~ .  n • .,Q1 2"~ " j . .  

2574 '~ ( ..... V\ the Secreta~.y-u~neral has consulted ilenber States on the eeslr~o~_:_moj.~ 

of convening at m% early date a conference on the la~-~ of %he sea %o review the r@giiles 

of the hi ~-~ . . . .  "~ " " terrmuo;-~si seg. a~%d con%igneous zone~ sn seas, the continental sne!~ the 

fishing s]%d conservation of the living resources of the hi :--~gn seas, ~:~ar%icu7-sr!v- ~ in order 

to ar.l:ive at a clear, precise m%d internationa_!_!y accepbed definition, of the s~-ea of the 

sea-bed 8/%d ocem% floor wl~ich lies beyond the li~:its of ha%lena]. ~urisdiction~ in %he 

_ "' aollsneo, for that area; light of ~ne inter--~ational r6gi~.!e to be es% ~ " ' 

Consideri ~ a7 so ~ ...... ~ .... ' _______~ ._==_ ,~;~ the convening of a conference or conferences with a-m:mte¢: 

agenda for the purpos~ of desAing" separately ~.,,ith psmticu!oa ~ aspects of the !s.~.,~ of the sea 

is undesirable, because it ~.,'ou2.d cor,~pro'...dse the success of a general conference~ m~d 

that it conflicts with the principle~ recognized by the internationo2_ Law Co~-mti. ssion m%d 

endorsed by the said. General -issenb!y resolutions, concerning the treatment of maritime 

questions as a whole ° 

Bearin.z in "-"- -~ _ _ ~:mno., furthermore~ that the Secretary--Gene--a 7 is to report on the results 

l ' ~" ~ ~enoj--~!fth session.; of his consu_-6a-umons %o %he General Assenblv at its ~ "~-- ~" 

Recorm~ends to the C~verm~ents of the States partici~3s.ting in the iieeting: 

(a) That, if they have not s_Iready done so, they reply to the Secretar3~...GenersA's 

request for their vie~.,,s by e>%~ressing themselves in favour of convening sm 

inte~maozon~u, conference on the ls:~ of the sea~ provided the conference considers 

"9 K : ~r',r 
the various topics referred to in resolution-)74 "~ (~.,'~!V), ~nd once the 

pernsment international rdgime m.~.d the ad~'..~.inistrative machinery applicable to 

~_,~e e.-~ra-,jurisdictionaL sea-bec! ho~e been c:e±mn~m~ and the stud.ies~ re,por'cs 

and inquiriesmade for that p~rpose have indicated that %here are reasonable 

h o p e s  f o r  t h e  s u c . c e s s _ o f _ _ . : b h e _ c o n f e r e n c e ;  ........................................... 
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(b) That they instruct their delegations to the U~.ted Nationsto support 

the above-mentioned position when this question is discussed at the 

twent~7-fifth session of the General Assembly9 

(c) That they also instruct th~ said delegations to oppose any proposa9 to 
~v. m . convene a conference or conferences whose a~enaa would be lir:itec! to 

psA%iculsm aspects of the law of the sea. 
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RESOLUTION 3 
0 N THE PROBLEM OF THE CONT~INATION OF THE NARINE...E~./IROI~-~T,, • 

The Latia American Meeting on ~spects of the Law of the Sea: 

that the exploration, exploitation and us~ of the oceans and the 

soil and subsoil thereof and other activities carried out in non-marine environments 

have recently been creating a serious danger of contamination of waters and disturbance 

of the ecological balance of the marine environment~ 

Co_~nsiderinA ~ cons equently~ the urgent need to take appropriate measures to prevent, 

control, reduce or eliminate contamination and any other dangerous and harmful effects 

that may result from the said activities~ 

Considerin~ further that such measures must include not only males to govern the 

exploration~ exploitation and utilization of the o,ceans and the soil and subsoil 

thereof, and other activities which may affect the marine env'ironment, but also rules 

relating to the system of liability for the resulting damages~ 

Reca!lin[ the progress made in these matters by various governmental bodies and 

by the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, the United Nations 

FJucational, Scientific and Cultural Organization and its Intergovernmental 0ceano- 

graphic Commission, the Inter-Governmental Maritime Consultative Organization and 

the International Atomic F~uergy Agency, 

Recallin~ also resolution 2467 B (XXIII) of the United Nations General Assembly 

of the United Nations; 

Noting .with concern that, notwithstanding the repeated protests of many States, 

nuclear weapons tests continue to be carried out in the marine environment, destroying 

important living resources~ contaminating the waters by their radioactive effects 

and disturbing the existing biological, chemical and physical processes and balances~ 

Considerin~ that, for all these reasons~ and without prejudice to any international 

agreements that have been concluded or which may be concluded on these matters~ it is 

necessary to reaffirm the right of coastal States to take any steps srM measures that 

they may deem necessary for the proper protection of the interests of their peoples 

against the dangers of contamination and other hal~nful effects that may result from 

the use, exploration and exploitation of the seas contiguous to their territories~ or 

from other activities carried out in non-marine enviro~nents that may affect the said 

interests 
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Recommends to the Governments participating in this M~eting~ 

(a) That they reaffirm their decision to take such steps and measures as they may 

deem appropriate to prevent, control and reduce or eliminate contamination and 

other dangerous and harmful effects resulting from the exploration, exploitation 

and use of the sea adjacent to their coasts and of the soil and subsoil thereof, 

and from any other activities carried out in non-marine enviro_~nnents that may 

affect the interests of their people, in exercise of the right of coastal States 

to protect its maritime heritage~ 

(b) That they reaffirm their opposition to the continuance of those nuclear weapons 

tests, mainly in the marine environment, which produce effects harmful to the 

resources of the sea~ contamination of waters and disturbance of their existing 

biological~ chemical and physical processes and balances~ 

(c) That they exchange views and information on appropriate measures for the above- 

mentioned purposes and on draft international agreements relating to these 

matters; 

(d) That they agree on common positions so that when these matters are discussed in 

international organizations and at international conferences, their respective 

representatives may take due account of the rights and interests of coastal 

States. 
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RESOLUTION 4 
ON ,TH E PR,O,,HIBITION ~ O.FT~ m4_PLAO~,I~T QF_ 

NUCLEAR AND OTHER k~APONS ON THE SEABED AND THE OCEAN 
.FLOOR AND IN THE SUBSOIL THEREOF 

The Latin American Meeting on Aspects of ~he Law of the Sea: 

Takin_/i note of the Draft Treaty on the Prohibition of the Emplacement of Nuclear 

Weapons and other Weapons of Mass DestructiOn on the Seabed and the Ocean Floor-and in 

the Subsoil thereof, submitted to the Gonference of the Committee on Disarmament on 

23 April 1970 by the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics and the United States of 

~merica (CCD/269/Rev. 2). 

Cqnsidering that at present, general and completedisarmament is an objective of 

fundamental importance for the international comm~unity~ 

Reaffirming its belief that the sea-bed and ocean floor and the subsoil thereof 

should be used for exclusively peaceful purposes; and 

Considering that the draft should not prejudice the maritime sovereignty aria 

jurisdiction of the Latin American States, or affect the regional agreements on 
., ...'.. 

disarmament to which they are parties~ 

Takes n o t e  w i t h  i n t e r e s t  of  t he  work done so f a r  i n  t h i s  cotmex.ion by .the .Lat in"  

~neiican countries represented in the Conference of the Committee on Disarmament in ~ 

an attempt to ensure that due account is taken of Latin l~erican ~ rights and. interests 

in the instrmment to beelaborated; and 
.. 

Recommends to the Governments of States participating in thisMeeting that when 

the General Assembly of the United Nations considers the Draft TreaSy on the 
.. 

• ..., 

Prohibition of the F~.,iplacement of Nuclear K.eap0ns and other Weapons of. Mass i.. .... '. 
.. 

' ~.. 

Destruction on the Seabed and the Ocean Floor and in the. . Subsoil thereof, they: '. 

endeavour to harmonize their efforts with a view to preventing any infringement Of . . 

their maritime sovereignty and jurisdiction or ofthe existing regional r@gime among- 
., 

the Latin American countries on the subject of disarmament. ... 
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RES~.~DTJ_ON 5 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  -~ ~.~ 

ON THE LEG~ ASPECTS OF SC -~-±~NTIFIC OCEANOGRAPHIC o~J-~S.~RCH ~ ~ 

The Latin American Meeting on Aspects Of the Law of the Sea- 

Recall~_ng. the resolutions ao.opo Q by the General Assembly of the United Nations 

at its twenty-fourth session on the legal aspects of scientific ~ceanographic research; 

Considering the desirability of a careful study of reso!utmon VI--13 of i~he 

Intergovernmental Oces~ographic Co,remission on the promotion of basic scientific 

research~ 

Be ari~[ i~n nli_'nd_~ in particular, the action at present being taken by the said 

Intergovermnental Oceanographic Con~ission with a view to the preparation of a draft 

Convention on the legal status of systems for-the acquisition of oceanoorapnmc data 

Considerin£ the importance from the standpoint of basic legal issues such as the 

sovereignty and jurisdiction of the coastal States~ of any criteria that are adopted on 

this matter. 

DEC IDES - 
. . . .  . ~  .~_==.~ 

" (i) To recommend that. the Governments participating in this Meeting undertake 

w~t~.~ a vie~: to co..orctmna~ing and harmonizing their a continuing exchange of views " ', ~ ' "  '" 

positions in the various foimms dealing with the legal problems ~ of scientific 

oceanographic research; 

(2) To recomi~end also that these Governments adopt a com~lon stand on-the 

question of the desirability of those matters being considered jointly in the United 

Nations, so tha'~ -' ~ " tn~ developing States~ ano: particularly the Latin i~aerican countries, 

may participate activejLy in the formulation of any !~u.les it is desired to adopt. 

(3) To reaffirm: 

(a) That any scientific research carried out within the maritime 

1 1 ]J_1 . ° jurisdiction of a State snal_~ be subject to prior aubnorlza%ion by 

that State and shall comply with-'-I.. ~ _ . ,~,~.~ conditions laid down by that 

authority~ 

(b) That the coastal State ' - has the right to participate in any research 

that may be carried out within its jurisdiction and to benefit from 

the resul_ts of-~- o~ o research; 

(c) That all the samples obtained in research of " °° • ~m.o kind shall be the 

propert~r of-hhe State in ?. ~ ....... re ~.mose jurmsc:mc omon the search is carried 

out and that they may be appropriated by those conducting the research 

o n l y  ~,,..,ith-the e ~ r e s s _  c o n s e n t  of .... onao:'- S t a t e ;  

(d) That  any s c i e n t i f i c  r e s e a r c h  which i s  a u t h o r i z e d  as such s h a l l  c o n t i n u e  

to  be of  a s t r i c t l y  and e x c l u s i v e l y  s c i e n t i f i c  c h a r a c t e r ,  
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