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Mr. Chairman, UNZSCO has been following the deliberstions of the General
~ssembly of its Jd-Hoc Committee, and latterly, of its Committee on the Peaceful
Uses. of the Sea-Bed and the Ocean Floor beyond the Limits of National
Jurisdiction. ‘

On several cccasicons it has taken part either direcitly br through ifs
Intergovernsiental Oceanographié Commission in the preparation of studies or the
iﬁpiementation.of decisiong or programmes adopted by thoge bodies, such as the
long-term and ex@ahded prograie of oceanic exploration;aﬁd research (LEPOR), of
which the International Decade of Géean Explcration is a key element.

We have accordingly noted withukeen intarest, not only the Secretary-

General's study en international machinery (./iC.138/23) but also the important

propoéals on ‘an international régime mede in March by‘é'group of ifro-isian
countries {!/.0.138/50.2/L.6, annex TIT), and those submitted to ‘the present
session by France (./.0.138/27), the United Xingdom (3/..C.138/26), the United
states (4/.C.138/25) and ths USSR (A/.0.138/29, annex II). '

We have also listened very cafefully to the suggestions put forward by a

large. number of delegations, since virtuslly all of them, when rsferring in soie

form or other to the international régime to be set up for the exploraticn and

exploitation of the area beyend the limits of netioncl jurisdiction have dealt

with the aspects of scientific rescarch and personnsgl training. .
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Consequently, the fact that we tpék“no rart in the discugsions of the Economic -
and Technical Sub~Committee, whose regport has just been adopted, was not due "t iagk
of interest in the subject, but to ouriawaranéss that the Sub~Gommittee'waéipresged o
for time, since the main purpose of the s.ssion was to prepare an agreed declaration
of principles and to pursue, though not to conclude, the discussions on international

machinery.
But, Mr. Chairman, irrespective of the form this declaration of principles may

tzke, and whatever the functlons and powers assipgned to the international machinery,

one cannot fail to express satisfaction at the significant progress made towards a
global and peaceful_understanding on an‘intérnatiohal'régime.

I need hardly remind you that UNE3SCO has a statutory mandate to premote
internationsal peace and understanding through co-operation among peoples in the
fields of education, geience and culture.

The inventive capacity and knowledge of all mankind must obviocusly be drawn
upcen for the explorailon and exploitation of the sea-bed and the ocean floor and ths
preservation of the marine environment. |

‘To pargphrase 8ir Francis Bacon, who said that "Knowledge is power™, the
international community, and the developing countries in particular, clearly need
men and women equipped with the scientific and technical knoGIedge which will enable
then to investigate, control and exploit these potential areas of wealth until
recently unknown. _

In the econcmic sphere, as Mr. Philip de Seynes, Under-Secretary-General for
Beonemic and Sccisl iffairs, so cogently pointed out, we iust be forswarned against
market fluctuations which might cancel ouv the benefits mankind could reap from the
exploitation of those areés.

In the gcientific and technological fields, too, our task is once again to

anticipate and prevent fluctuations in the market of knowledge and know-how.

ilthough there may be legal and practical reasons for establishing different
régimes for the sea~bed and for the superjacent waters, it is undeniable that, in this
day and age, scientific research and exploration (as distinct from commercial
prospecting) are indivisible, both from the intellectval and logistic standpoints.

Withéup therefore prejudging the eventual nature and mode of operation of the
international machinery to be established, it is readily apparent that in order to

carry out such an immense task existing institutions and arrangements will have to be~

turned to account, international scientific advice obtained on = large scale and new

research work ehcouraged.
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UNESCO, with its general mandate in the science sector and with more than ten
years cof experience and activities in marine science, recognizes the complementary
and specific competence . of pther_organizations-in,the United Nations system. This
is why, as the members of this Committee are aware, the Director-General took the
initiative of setting up in 1969, together with his colleagues from cother agencies, .
the Inter-Secretariat Committee on Scientific Programmes relating to Oceanography,
better known as ICSPRO from its Engllsh initials.

Through ICSPRG, UNESCO, Fil, WMO, IMCO and the United Nations itsell, there can
be j01nt planning of the scientific aid and support action required by the international
machlnery that would have to be set up.

For example, ICSFRO could be responsible for planning an expanded ~ and by
deflnltlon joint ~ programme of instruction and vocational training in the various
disciplines and technigques relating to research, exploration and exploitation of the
sea-bed and the ccean floor. | '

For his part, the Dlrechor—General of UNESGO would be prepared to request the
UNESCO General Conference (opening on 12 October) to take special measures to promote
an expanded joint educational and training programme in oceanography. This programme
could, and in fact should, be launched without walting for international machinery to
be set up, since the shortage of trained personnel_ié an objective disadvantage.

The developing countries would thus be able to secure the highly-skilled personnel
without which they could scarcely participate fully - within the framework of the
reglme to be established - in research programmes.

In sddition to the increasing suppert to be given by ICSFRO to the UNESCO
Intergovernmental Oceanographic Comm1551on, all States might well tazke a much more
‘éctive part in the planning and implementation of joint international scientific
research prograrmes on the sea-bed and the ccesn ficor, with the. co-operation of '
sclentiste and speclalists from different countries, especially the developing
countrieag. 7

In this connexion, mention should be made of the draft Statuiss revised by IOC
at its sixth session, which are to be submitted to tﬂe next session of the UNESCO
General Conference.: These Statutes will not only strengthen existing links with the
other organizations participating in ICSPRO - in addition to UNESCO, within whose
legal fremework it remains - but will alsc encourage wider @articipation by menber
States (at present numbering seventy), especially the developing countries (four vice-

chalruen instead of two, abolition of the Buredu) The new Executive Councii - -

l_dhalrman, 4 vice-chairmen and 14 members - will replace the Consultative Counzil



A/L6.138/30
page 4

and the Burecau, which was empowered to take decisions diverging from the Consultative
Council's. recommendations. Member States cen also intengify the research work of IOC
end speed up the publication of its results by means of the new trust fund .
aduinistered by UNESCO on behalf of I0C, to which one country (irgentina) has aiready
made an initial contribution.

Mr. Chairman, in view not only of the éomplexity of the gubject, but alsc of the.
wealth, vériety and importance of the suggestions made by many delegations and by
the Secretary—General_himself, & thorough enalytical study is required before a

general stand can be taken. ‘

For that reason, the Director-General of UNESCO reserves the right to communicate
formally to the Secretary-General his detailed comments on the topics of interest to
UNESCO, for consideration by the Committee. He thoﬁght it timely, however, to make
a few preiiminary comments at this stage on what could be done irmmediately in the
matter of scientific research and the training of specialists and technicians, since
he is fully aware of the urgent need to act and to Join forces so that all the '
developing countries may participate effectively in the peaceful exploration and
exploitafion of the sca-bed and the ccean floor. . )

We are therefore anxious to ﬂelp and resbond to the aspirations of wmember

States, ag they will be expressed in the sagreements to be reached. We are here to

help.
Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
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