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~y Re.solution 2750 C (XXV)~ the General Assembly of .the United Nations decided 

on 17 December 1970 to convene a new Conference on the .Law of the Sea. In .. 

accordance with operative paragraph 2 of the. Resolution~ and .subject to further.. ' .. 

decisions to be made by the. Genera! . Assembly. .at its twenty-sixth and twenty'seven.t.h 

sessions regarding .the.precise agenda.of the Conference, the issues to be dealt with. 

by the Conference oover fishing and conservation of the living resources of the 

high seas~ including, the question of the preferential rights of coastal states. 
• . . - 

" In operative paragraph 13 of the Resolution~ the General Assembly invited the 

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) and its Committee 
b 

on Fisheries; among..ot.her international organizations~ to co-operate fully with the 

enlarged C°mmitte.e on the Peaceful Uses ..of the Sea-Bed and the Ocean Floor beYond. 
.. 

.. 

t-he Limits of N-.ational Jurisdiction; .which .was designated to act as preparatory 

committee for the Conference. FAO and. the organizations concerned were invited in 

particular to prepar e such scientific, and..technical d0.cumentation as the Committee 
• . . 

may recj.ue st. 

T.he.9.b. jec% of this Statement is to review briefly significant developments, that 
.. 

occurred with respect to .sea fisheries since the first United Nations Conference on 

the Law of the Sea took place in 1958.. . 
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The per iod since the previous  Conference has been o n e o f  rap id  development of 

fisheries throughout the world. The production of marine fish (including sheilfish) ~as 

increased from~ 27 million tons in 1958 to 56 million tons in. 1969o Problems of over- .... 

e•mp¿ÙitatiÙn have become intensified~ and this has increased the needfor measures for 

conservation and msmagement. In 1955~ when the international Technical Conference on 

the Conservation of the Living Resources of the sea met at FAO Headquarters in Rome in 

preparation for the .Conference on'the Law o£ ~ the: Sea~ virtually all fish stocks outside 
.. 

%he North Atlantic and the N0rthPacific were U/derlemploited, or not exploited at all. 

Now thereare few stocks of the types of fish readily caught and marketed which are 

not heavily exploited~many by large fleets of long-range vessels capable of fishing 

anywhere i n  the World. Thenuinber of comutries involved in  l ong ' r ange  f i s h i n g  beyond 
• • . .  

the vicinity of their o~m coasts is also increasing and includes already~ often as a 
• g 

result of bilateral and multilateral assistance progrsmmes several developing countries. 
.° . . 

This last trend constitutes an important development since the 1958 Conference~ as more 
• .. .. 

c o u n t r i e s  with s t rong and s o m e t i m e s c o n f l i c t i n g  f i s h e r y  i n t e r e s t s  w~lll ts~e p a r t  in  the 
. . .  

new Conference. 
-. 

Even though many of the more val~able stocks are being overaexploited~ some to a 

serious extent~ the living resources of the sea as a w~oie are stiil under-expioited. 
.. ~ .. 

It may be Worth noting here that according to the FAO PerspectiVe Study of World Agri- 

cultural Development~ the total dems~d for fish for both human consumption and for 
. . . .  

animal feed is projected at 74 million tons in 1975 and I07 million tons in1985. This 
,. 

compares With an es t imated  p o t e n t i a l  from convent ional  marine spec ies  of a l i t t l e  over 

iO0 million tons. Among the policies <equired in reaching such a target~ the Study 

emphasizes tile importance of management measures aimed at a more rational util±zation 
~.. -~ 

of fish stocks, since the full potential can only be achieved if each stock is harvested 

at. the optimum rate. 

I~ The report on"Exploitation and Conservation of Living Marine Resources" 
(doc. E/4842) prepared by the Secretary-General of the United Nations and the 
Director-General of FAO pursuant to General Assembly Resolution 2413 (~XIII) 
and submitted to the Twenty-Fifth Session of the General Assembly~ contains 
information on technical assists~ce provided by countries and by the specialized 
agencies concerned. 
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In the past years~ fishing has diversified into a wider range of species so that 

m~agement has -.~o take more account of ecological interactions be%ween different species 

in the same region. It is .also becoming me-~e generally recognized that effective ~se ~° 
• . 

of th e fish resources requires more than .the mere maintenance of' the yield from certain 
. .  

individ~_al stocks at high level. Particularly f.oor developing countries with scarce 

resources of. capita!~ the costs of harvesting the resources must be kept low, In fact 
. .  

s~-.~ increasing emphasis is being placed on economic considerations in management schemes 

for~mlated by governments either individually or within the £rsmework of regional 

fishery bodies. In particular~ it has become more widely appreciated that the intro- 

duction of certain restrictions on fishing will mot nGcessari!y be economically beneficial 

and that some limitation of entry into the fishery is required if fisheries are to be 
.. '. . . . .  

exploited to maximum economic advsa~tage. 

Imy~rovements and innovations in fishing equipment and methods~ in fish h~mdling 
.. 

and processing~ and developlaen~ of new products ,mad markets since the First United . . 
Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea have .brought additional fishery resources 

.. 

within the range of commercial exploitation and indeed have led to important cost ~ 
.. 

,. 

, ~ ~ o , umT~x.ed blessimg for reductions Technical progress} however~ has not ~,!W~.~yo been an 
.. 

fisheries since it is also beingaccompanied by an intensification of exploitation. 
. .  

The most important de ve].opments that have taken place are probably in the field of 

fish location stud particularly in the use of sonar in purse seining and aimed trawling, 

The fishing industry has also adopted a m~mber of new fishing gear and gear handling 

techn, iques~ suc h as mid-water %rawls~ mechanized devices for net hsa~dling~ and fish 

pump~. The genera!ized use of synthetic fibres for net construction has akso had a 

significan% impact on the development of, fisheries. New freezing s~d processing 
.. 

tec~hniques make it pos.sib!e to:handle and store the fish-on board~ so. that a large 
• . . 

.. 

fleet of freezer and factory t.rawl.ers has been built and equipped %o operate anywhere • 
. . 

in theworld. Other char..acteris.tics i0 f the long-range f.ishery are mo.thership -. 

operations~ witll one large factory.vessel supported .by a nm~,ber of. smail.er catchers s~d a 

worldwide network of.fishing ports for mn!-oading~ b~mkering~!, repair~ or exchange of 
. . 

crew.~o in the traditional small scale fisher-ies~ the most significant ch.anges have 
.-. ~, . . : 

• . 

been the use of ~ " the mechanization of small craft and the ,use of glass- s~taetmc fibres ~ .. ......... 
: . , r .  .. 

• . 

fibre and ferro-cement as hull material, , . . . . .  
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Reference Should ~.iso be made to recent developments in other uses of the ocean~ 

including the disp0sal of wastes~ and in industrial e~ploration and exploitation of the 

~7 Many of these activities affect fishery resources of the seabed and its subset_. 

resources and fishing activities~ thus increasing the possibility of conflicts between 

the various uses. It becomes necessary to give consideration to the measures required 

"15o minimize any harmfu l  i n t e r f e r e n c e  wi th  f i s h i n g ~  e s p e c i a l l y  t h a t  r e s u l t i n g  from 

pollution. 

The magnitude~ nature and distribution of the living resources of the s ea~ as well 

as %he effeCtS of fishing effort on them~ are much better kmo~,m today than they were in 
.. 

• 1955. It is also better realized that in view of the migratory nature of many 
• .. 

• 

species~ any fishing effort exerted on resources in areas ~nder one national Juris- 

diction affects these resources under other jurisdictions and on the high seas and 

conversely. This points %o the need for a closely integrated approach to the problem 

of.managemsnt  of  the  l i v i n g  r e s o u r c e s  of the  sea .  I n  t h i s  r e spec t~  r e f e r e n c e  cou ld  
• . . . .  

be madeto another important development since the 1958 Conference and that is %he 
• .:. . . . ,  . . 

establishment in i965 of the FAO Committee on Fisheries which is mentioned in 
• . . 

... 

Resolution 2750 C (xxv). This inter-governmental body is .in fact the only global 

f o r u m  concerned wi th  the  development  of  f i s h e r i e s  and one of  i t s  main f u n c t i o n s  i s  to  
. .  

. .  
. . 

review fishery probiems of an international character and appraise suchpr0blem s smd 

t h e i r  p o s s i b l e  s o l u t i o n  wi th  a view %o c o n c e r t e d  a c t i o n  b:Y" n a t i o n s  and by o t h e r  i n t e r -  

governmental bodies. 

Menti6n should also be made of the increasing nmnber of fishery management bodies 
• . .. 

e s t a b l i s h e d  to  cover  s p e c i f i c  a r e a s  of  the  h igh  seas  or  p a r t i c u l a r  spec i e s  of  . l i v i n g  
. . .  

resources~. Many of these bodies were set up after the 1958 Conference~ e.g. the Joint 
. . . .  . 

Corm~ssion f o r  Black Sea F i s h e r i e s ~  the  N o r t h e a s t  A t l a n t i c  F i s h e r i e s  Commission., %he .. 

Joint Commission for Fisheries Co-operation and the JapanlRe~oublic of Korea Joint 

F i s h e r i e s  Corm~.ssion~ i n  add i t i on~  the  Reg iona l  F i s h e r i e s  Advisory  Commission f o r  the  
• . . . . .  

Southwest Atlantfc~ the Fishery Co~.~nittee for the Eastern Central Atlantic and the 

indian Ocean Fishery Go~aissi6n were created ~thin the framework of. FAO~ FAO also 

convened two Conferences"  of  P l e n i p o t e n t ~ . a r i e s  which adopted Conventions p r o v i d i n g  f o r  the 
• . . . . . . .  • 

estA~lis1~ent~ outside t~e framework of the Organization~ of the International Commission 

for %he Conservation of Atlantic Tunas and of the International Commission for the 



~/~c. 13s/32 
page 5 

Southeast Atlantic Fisheries. Regional fishery bodies fulfil a most useful function 

in promoting and co-ordinating research and in ensuring the rational management of 

resources in their area of competence ~J. As increased exploitation brings greater 

pressure to bear on these bodies~ ways and means to str~ , ~ng~hen their effectiveness~ where 

necessary~ could be considered. 

With a view to assisting the Committee in -'~ ±~s exsm~ination of the various aspects 

of fishery matters~ it would be possible for FA0 to prepare concise working papers on 

such topics as the Committee may consider relevant to its work. Within the fr~mmework 

outlined above~ FAO stands ready to meet the requests of the Committee. 

,.. '~, 

, 2/ The report quoted in footnote- provides information on recent activities and trends 
of regional  f i she ry  bodies. 
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