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.. As submitted b.v the United Renublic of Tanzania 
-. . .. 

T~_e Contractin~ Parties 

.~Xlll ) of -Recallin~ resolutions 2340 (XXI.i) of 18 December:1967~ 2~67 (-" " 

31. December 1968, 2574 (XXIV)..of 15 December 1969, and 2750 (XXV) of " 

17 December 1970 of the General Assemblyof the United {~ati0ns, 

Recallin~ the Declaration of Principles Governing the Sea-Bed and the Ocean 

Floor and the Subsoil Thereof j Beyond the Limits of National Jurisdiction adopted 

by the General Assembly on !7-oDecember 1970~ 

• Desirina" to ensure that the :exploration and use of the sea-bed and ocean floor 

C .I "2 should be omcLucGed in accordance ~?ith the Purposes and Principles'of the Charter 

of the United .Na%ions and in conformi%y with the Declaration of Principles 

Governing the Sea-Bed and the Ocean Floor and the SubsOil Thereof~ Beyond the 

Limits of National Jurisdiction~ in the interest of maintaining international peace 

and security and for the benefit of all mai~ind and in particular the interests of 

developing countries ~ .- 

Mindful of the importance of preserving the. sea-bed and the ocean floor and 
" 

the subsoil,thereof; oeyond the limits of national jurisdiction fromactio:ns and 

• I ° h ' " • uses krhlCn mlg_,L be detrimental to the conmlon in%eres~s of mankind~ 

Ho___DDiD~n~ to foster greater international co-operation and co-ordination: in the 
• 

peaceful exploration and exploitation of the sea-bed and ocean fioor &nd its " 
• 

subsoil thereof beyond the limits of national jurisdiction. " 

OE. 71-53 5& 
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" . .  

Article ! :: 
• . . 

to establish an international sea-bed . authority (hereinafter known as t h e  

A u t h o r i t y )  to  o p e r a t e  i n  c o n f o r m i t y  w i t h  the  D e c l a r a t i o n  of  P r i n c i p l e s  and i n  a c c o r d a n c e  
• . 

• . 

with the Statute that follows: ...... 
i I o 

l ~ ' u n d . a m e n ~ a . l , . . - A i m s  , - " 
• :. 

. . . .  . . .  

A r t i c l e  2 .~ .. . . .  ...-. ~. 

(i) The fundamental aims of the Authority shall be to provide for the orderly and safe 

d e v e l o p m e n t  and r a t i o n a l  management o f  t i le s ea -bed  and o c e a n . f l o o r  and s u b s o i l  t h e r e o f ~  
• . 

• . .  . . . . . . .  

beyond the limits of nationai .... ju1~{is"diction and .its resources and for expanding 

o p p o r t u n i t i e s  i n  t he  use  t h e r e o f  and s h a l l  ensu re  t he  equ. i t a b ! e  s h a r i n g  by S t a t e s  i n  t h e  
i ' :  ." " • " :  " " .  . . .  . • . , " - ' " . . .  " ' 

benefit derived there~from; ....... taking {{1to particular consideration the interests and needs 

of  t h e  d e v e l o p i n g  c o u n t r i e s ~  w h e t h e r  l a n d l o c k e d  o r  c o a s t a l ,  . 
• . . ' - .  . 

. . . . . .  

(2) In p.urs]zing :these aims, the Authority .shall .pay particular attention 'to the 
. .. . 

.. . '. . . . . .  

d e s i r a b i l i t y  o f  m i n i m i z i n g  f l u c t u a t i o n s  o f  p r i c e s  of. l a n d  m_ine:~'als and raw m a t e r i ~ ,  s 

that may result from the exploitation.9f the resources .of the area. • 
z 

Delimitation ' 
" . ' "  • . , . !  ~ • j . . .  . . ' . . ~ ] "  . - ~  . . . . . . .  

^ " r i " O ' ~ c . L e ~  ~2 . . . . .  . . . } . . ~ . . . .  . . . . .  ..:. . ~ ; . . . .  - • . . . .  • 

(!) T].~e national jurisdiction of a coastal. State .sh.a.ll .extend to .an ad.~..a.oent area. of 

t h e  s e a - b e d  and the  ocean  f l o o r  and t h e  s u b s o i l ,  t h e r e o f ~  i n c l u d i n g  i t s  resou.r.e, es~ to  a 
. . . . . .  . . . • 

. . . . . .  .. . .  
: . . . . . . . .  • . .  . . . .  . .  . 

water depth of ........ metres. A coastal State may, . in its discretion, declare that 
...., . . . . .<. • .... .. . 

:its jurisdiction, over such area and its resources extends to a line, every~:poi~t of 
. . . . .  .. . . ... 

which is not more than ....... .. ~iles from the nearest points on the base lines, from 
.. . . 

which the breadth o"" its territorial sea is measured. 
.. . :. . . . . "'.'. 

(2) 'Each Contracting Party shell notify to the International Sea-bed .Authority~ . 
• . - . 

.: . . 

e s t a b l i s h e d  p u r s u a n t  to  A r t i c l e  I o f  t h i s  C o n v e n t i o n ,  t h e  l i m i t  o f  i t s  n a t i o n a l  

,jurisdiction over the adjacent area of tb.e sea-bed and the ocean floor and the subsoil 
... . .. . 

• ..~. _~ . . . .  • . : .  . . . . . .  • . . 

thereof~ including its resources~ defined, by co-ordinates of latitude and longitude and 
• . .. . .. j . . .  • ./ • 

evidenced byappropriate large-scale maps. 
, " • . . '..'." .[ "i" . . . . . . .  " " • 

(3)  The I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Sea -bed  A u t h o r i t y ~ a y  t a k e  such s t e p s  as  may be n e c e s s a w ~  i n  
: : . . . . . .  . . .  . . . . 

• . . . . .  " . .  . . , ~ . . . .  . - .  , . . :  . . . . ;  • .  

collaboration with the notifying state, to verify the contents of such notification. 
: ~ .. : '  . .  , . 2 .  .. ~ . "  . .  " " ' ~ " 

(4) Nothing in this Article shall .affect any agreement or.prejudice ~he..posit.ion o f  any 
• . . ' . . :  ~ . , .  . . - . . - .  

1 . i .  o ( 3 r  ~ " " " 

Conuractmn~ Party with respect to the ae!zmztatlon of boundaries of' sea-bed areas between 

opposite or adjacent States. 

- .  - " . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  V . . . . . .  
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Characteristics of the Area 
• ~. . • 

Article ~ 
. .  

. . . . .  

The sea-bed and the ocean floor and the subsoil thereof and its resources lying 
.. 

beyond the liiaits of national jurisdiction~ as defined in paragraph I of Article 3 
. .  

(hereinafter called the International Sea-bed Area) is the co~on heritage of mankind 

and shall, as such~ be subject to the r@gime hereinafter set forth . . . .  
.. 

Article 
. .  

• ~ 

The International Sea-bea Area shall not be subject to appropriation .by any means 

by States or persons, natursl or juridical, and no State shall claim or exercise 

sovereignty or sovereign rights over any part thereof. 
_ . .  

Article 6 • 
.. 

No State or person~ natur~l or juridical~ shall claim, .exercise or acquire~ rights 
• . 

with respect to the International Sea-bed ~.~ea or its resources incompatible with the 

provisions of this Convention. 
. . .  

Article 7 
. .  

, ] The International Sea-bed Area snal_ be open to use~ exclusively for peaceful 

purposes, by ell Stat~es~ whether coastal or land-locked, wi~thout discrilaination in 

accordance with the provisions of this Convention. 

Article 8 

Ikll activities regarding exploration and exploitation of the resources of the 

International Sea-bed Area~ and other related activities, shall be subject to regulation 

by the International Sea-bed Autho.rity~ .established pursuant to Article I of this 

Convention, and shall in all respects be governed by the provisions of this Convention. 

Article .... 9 

The exploration of the International Sea-bed Area-and the exploitation of its 
. .  

resources shall be carried out for the benefit of ma~ind as a whole, irrespective of 

the geographical location of states, whether land-locked or coastal~ and taking into 

particular consideration the interests and needs of the developing countries. 

. . °  
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O bll~abmons of %he •Parties 

Artic!e &O 

States shall act in the area in accordance with the applicable principles and 

rules of international law including theCharter of the U1~ited Nations and the 
". 

Declaration on Principles of International Law concerning Friendly Relations and 
• 

Co-operation mnong States in accordance ~,.~th the Charter of the United Nations~ 
!<i 

adopted by the General Assembly on 24 October 1970~ in the interests of maintaimihg ..... 

international peace and security and promoting international co-operation and mutual 

understanding. 

Article II " 
: ..- 

E x p l o r a t i o n  and exploitation of the resources of the International Sea-b@d Area 
• .. 

must not result in any unj~istifiable interference v~th other activities in the marine 

environment. 

Artic, I, e .!2 

All activities in the International Sea-bed Area shall be conducted with strict 
.. 

• . ~. . 

and adequate safeguards for protection of h~aan life and safety of the marine 

enviromnent. 

Artic!e i~ 
..~ 

All activities of exploration and exmloitation of the resources of the Are&and 

,. ~ , other related activities shall be conauc~..d by or on behalf of the Internation.al Sea-bed 

Authority~ or by a Contracting Party or group of Contracting Parties or .natural or 
• .. 

juridical persons ~m~der its or their sp0ns..orship~ all .subject to the general supervision 
.. 

and cgntrol of the International Sea-bed Authority. 

Artic!e !~ ....... 

(i) Each Contracting Party shall t ~e appropriate measures to ensure that those 
... 

Conducting activities under its sponsorship comply ~,#~th this Convention. 

(2) Each Contracting Par-by shall m~e it an offence for those conducting activities 

under its :~ sponsorship in the International Sea-bed Area to violate the provisions of 

this ~ Convention. Such offences shall be punishable in accordance with administrative 

or judicial procedures established by the Contracting Party sponsoring such 

activities. 
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(3) Each Contracting Party shall be responsible for maintaining public order, on 

manned installations and equipment operated by it or those sponsored by it, 
• . . 

(4) Each.Contracting Party shall be responsible for dsmages caused by activities 

which it sponsors~ to a~!y other Contracting Party or. its nationals. . 

(5) A group of States acting together~ pursuant to agreement ~long them or through 
• . 

an international organization~ shall be jointly and severally responsible under thia 

Convention. .. 

Article l~.§ 

"all disputes arising out of the interpretation or apDlication of this Convention 

shall be Settled in accordance with the provisions of Article 39 hereunder, 

POwers of the Authorit.v 

The International Sea-bed Authority-is empowered: 

(i) to explore the International Sea-bed Area and exploit its re.sources for peaceful 

purposes by means of its .ownfacilities, equipment and services~ or such as are 

procured by it for the purpose~ ' " 

(2) ...to issue licences to Contracting Parties, individual$y or in groups~ or to 

persons, natural or juridical~ under its .or their sponsorship. ~,~th. re.spect to all 

activities of exploration of the International Sea-bed Area and the exploitation of .. 

its resources for peaceful purposes, and related, activities, subject to such terms 

and conditions, including the pa~:~ent of appropriate fees and other charges~ as the. 

Authority may determine;. , . . • 

(3) to provide .for the equitable sharing by Contracting Parties of raw materials 

obtained from the International Sea-bed Area, funds received from the sale there0f~ 

and cull other receipts,-as well as scientific information. ~m~d such other-benefits as 

. . " . • L ~  .- " may be derived from the exploration of the Interna-o_onal Sea-bed /h~e~ and the 

exploitation of its resources~ 

(4) to establish-or adopt in consultation, a~d__. -.~I-.~ ,~.,,,..~_~ appropriate~ in collaboration 

with the corapetent organ of the United Nations, and with the specialized agencies .... ... 

concerned~ measures designed to minimize and eli~ina.te fluctuation of prices of land 

minerals and raw materials om,~0 may- result from.the e~loitation of the-resources of 

the International Sea-bed Area, .and any adverse econo_T.mic effectscaused there..~ 

. 
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(5) to encourage and assist research on %he development and practical application of 

scientific techniques for the exploration of the International Sea-bed Area and the 

exploitation of its resources, and to perform any operation or service useful in such 

research~ 

(6) to make provision in accordance ~,~th this Convention for services~ equipment and 

facilities to meet the needs of research on and development and practical application 

__~ In~ernatmonal Sea-bed A~eaand the of scientific techniques for tln ~ exploration of the ~ " " 

exploitation of its resources ,_or peaceful purposes~ 

I ~ ° ~  . . (7) to foster the exchange of scientific and tecnml~al information on the peaceful 
• . . 

uses of %he International Sea-bed ArGa and its resources~ 

(8) to promote and-encourage the exchange and training of scientists and experts in 

the field of exploration of the sea-bed and-~he.,e.xploi..tation of its resources~ 

(9) to establi h anographic s_ oce institutions on a regional basis for the training of.-- 

nationals of developing countries in all aspects of marine science and technology~ 

(i0) to provide, upon request, technical assistance and exq0erts for the use of 

developing countries in oceanographic, exploration and exploitation~ 

(Ii). to establish and administer safeguards designed to ensure that materials~ se~viees~ 

equipment~ .facilities and information made available by the Authority or at i-%s request 

or under ibs supervision or control are not used in SUCh' I ~.a-way as to further a~,. 

military purpo Se ~ . • ' 

(12) to establish and adop%~ in consultation and, where appropriate, in collaboration 

with the. competent Organ of the United Nations and ~.~/th the specializedagencies 

conoerned~ standards.of safety for protection of health and minLmization Of danger to 

life and property~ and the protection of the marine environment as a whole~ and to 

provide., for the.application of these standards to its own Qperations as well as to all 

other operations authorized by it or under its control Or supe1~ision~ 

(13) to acquire or .establish any facilities~ plant and equipment useful in the carrying 

out of its authorized functions 

(14) to take :s~ny action necessary to give effect +o the provisions of this Convention. 

Article .... 17 
: • . 

In carrying out its functions~ the International Sea-bed Authority shall: 

(I) conduct its activities in.-accordance with the purposes and principles of th:e 

United Nations to promote peace and international co-ope-ration~ and in confom_iity :with 

policies of the United ]~auions .... furthering-the .... estab!isl~ent of safeguarded~--worldwide 

disarms/nent and in conformity with any international agreements entered into pursuant 

to such policies; 
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(2) establish control over the use of materials obtained by the Authority in order to 
• . . 

ensure that these materials are used oiJ.y for peaceful .purposes~ 

(3) allocate all benefits derived from the exploration of the International Sea-bed 

Area and the exploitation of its resources in such a manner as to secure the greatest 

possible geners~ benefit in all areas of the world~ isling into particular consideration 

interests and needs of the developing countries~ whether land-locked or coastal; 

(4) subait reports on its activities annually to the General Assembly of the United 
. .  o ,. 

Nations and; when appropriate~ to the other organs of the United Nations on matters 

within the conpetence of those organs" if in connexion with the activities of the 

Authority there should arise questions that are within the competence of the Security 

Council~ the J~u ~_~-,ity shall notify the ~ecLu~ity Counci!~ as the organ bearing the main 
• . 

.:. 

responsibility for ~he maintenance of.international peace and s.ecu1~ity~ 
• . .  

_Me mbersl~iD .... 
.. 

Artic!e ~]~8 
• . 

Membership of the Internations3_ Sea-bed Authority shall, be ope n to all States~. ~kll 
• . 

• . 
• . 

of the Contracting Parties of this Convention shall comprise the me~.nbership and such 

other States as may be invited by the members of the Authority and who accept such 
- ~  _ . . . .  . "  . . . .  ~ ,~  , . .  , 

. .  

invitation. .. ......... . :. ~.... 

. . . .  J ?] • . " .... Qr~ans of the AuG_~ormtv 
• . - o _  __. . • 

Article 19 
• , 

(i) The principal organs of the Authority sh~-~ll be the Assembly, the Com~cil~ and itl~e 

Secretariat headed by the SecretaLv-General~ 

(2) The Authority and each of its organs may establish .sucln subsidiary organs, adopt 

Such rules~ and determine their schedules of meetings~ as may be necessary to carry out 

the fundamentcl aims enumerated in Article 2. 

he Asser~ bl~F 

Article 20 

(i) The Assembly shall be the supreme organ of the Authority and shall be compos6d of 

all members of the Authority~ 
.. 

(2) Each member shall have not more than t,~ree representatives who may be assisted by 
• . 

. 

advisers in the Assembly~ 

(3) The Assembly may discuss any qnestion or any matter within the scope of the 

Authority or relating to its powers and functions and. may formulate recor~aendations to 

the Council on any matter related to the Authority l s fund.mnental aim.s~ .. ; 
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(4) The Assembly may ±nitiate studies designed to advance the fundm~ental aims of the 

Authority or to carry out its decisioms~ ~ 

(5) The ASsembly shall approve tlie Authority's budget.' 

(6) The lAssembly, shall receive and consider biannual and special reports from the 
• . 

"~h ~ Secretary-General Council and o,=~ . . 
• . .  

. • 

The Assembly shall meet in ordinary session every two years. Extraordinary sessions 

may be Convened at the request of ~ the Co~.ncil or of a simple majority of the members of 

the Assembly.. 

~ t ~ c i e :  2 ~  ' , 
• . .  

• : . .  

• . . 

The Assembly shall adopt its own rules of procedure. Until such time as it does 

so, the rules o~ pi~ocedure of the Genersl Assembly of the United Nations shallapply 

_mu~atis mut andi s.. .- .......... i .... i 

Artic!e .... 2 3 " .  -- - £ 
• : .. • 

• . The Assembly shall elect its President and Vice-President at the beginning of each 
:. 

session. " " 

• 

T h e  Council . 
, ~  

Artio!e 2L '~ 

(1) The Co~cil sham consist of 18 ~e~bers elected ly the Asse~blZ and Sham. ~nclude 

not less than 3 land-locked States, Hembers serving on the Council shall b@ sele:cted 

with due regard to geographic distribution; 

(2) Substantive decisions of the Council shall be made by a two-Lnlrdmajority vote of 

its memberS. PrOcedural decisions (including the question what is a-.sUbstantive 

decision) shall he made by a simple majority vote& , • 

(3) Terms of office for membe-~s of the Council shall be thi~ee years, Members may 
• . 

serve successive terms~ .......::. 

(4) The United Nations General Assembly shall conduct the first clection; su.bseq~uent 

elections shall be conducted by the Authority~s Assembly, 

The Council shall meet at least %wice a year. ' 

Article 26 

The Council shall elect a Chairman from m~ong its members to serve for %.e first 

month. Thereafter the Chairmanship shall rotate among the members of the Council in 

alphabetical order. ~ 
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Ar t! c i e 2'7 

Save as i n  h e r e i n  p rov ided~  t h e  C o u n c i l  s h a l l  adop t  i t s  own_ru les  of  p r o c e d u r e ,  

Article 28 
! ~ • _u (I) The Com~cil shall be the e--ecutive_~ organ of the Au~i_ormoy and shall execute policy 

d e c i s i o n s  of  the  Assenb ly l  

(2) Between sessions of th 9 Assembly, the Council shall tak e such adn~nistrative and 

t e c h n i c a l  d e c i s i o n s  as may be n e c e s s a r y  w i t h i n  . the f-ca'lctions and f i n a n c i r t  r e s o u . r c e s  o f  

the Authority~ and shall report the decisions which have been taken to the Assembly at 

the Assembly's following session~ for approval. 
• . .. .: :.~ 

A r t i c l e  :;.29 

(I) The Coum_cil shall be responsible for the promt~gation of rules and reg~!ations 

p e r t a i n i n g  to  the  f o l l o w i n g  s u b j e c t s :  
: : . 

(a) Issuing of iicences for the exploration of the area~ 

(b)  I s s u i n g  of  l i c e n c e s  f o r  t h e  e ~ ! o i t a t i o n  of  Bhe r e s o u r c e s  of  t h e  area~ 
• . 

• (c) Collection of fees and r0yo2ties as provided by the terms of the 

licences~ 
• . 

(d)  P r e v e n t i o n  o f  p o l l u t i o n  and contaE,~.nation f rom s e a - b e d  a c t i v i t i e s ~  
• . 

• , ,  . .  . - . . .  

(e) Establis~nemt of liability for d~aages arising from exploration and 

exploitation of the area and its resources j 

(f) Prevention of hal~mful interference with marine resources from activities 
• . 

conduc ted  i.n the  a r e a l  

(g) Provision of technical assistance to developing cou22tries to increase 
. .  ,. j .  - :  , ~ . : - . . '  , . . ' .  . . . . . .  

their capabilities %0 participate in activities related to the area } . 

(h) Inspection of exploration and exploitation activities in relation %o -~ 

the area and its resources~ 

(i) 1:~bitrsl procedure for the settlement of disputes~ . . 

(j) And such other matters as the Assembly nay authorize. 
• . 

• • . 

(2) The Comacil shall issue licences for exploration or e~cPl0itation of the area and 

i t s  r e s o u r c e s  to  members of  t h e  A u t h o r i t y .  or  groups  of  me£oers  i n  acco rdance  w i t h  such 
• . . -  

. • . .  

criteria ~s may be laid down by the &ssembly. 

(3) R e g u l a t i o n s  i s s u e d  by the  Co~.,~..cil s ! l a l !  take. e f f e c t  on dat.es s p o c i f i e d . b y . t h e  
• . . . . . .  . 

• : . 

Comacil and may ]De revoked only by the Council or the Assembly. 

(4) Regulations issued by the r-, . • _. • :.... .~ouncml may specify~ but are not l-~mited to~ such matters 
• . .' ... . . . .  • ;.:- : .. • 

as: 
: . :. • . . 

• . , . . . . 
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(a) The minimm~ and maximm~ areas in which e~rploration or ex~oloitation 

. rights shall be granted 

(b) Time lii-~ts for such rights 

(c) Performance requirements upon ~lhich the grants are based~ 

(d) Pa.~m~ents to be made to the Authority~ 

(e) Rules to be observed in order to minimize interference ~d_th navigation, 

fishing and other marine activities~ submarine cables~ and pipelines~ and 

(f) Anti-pollution standards. 

(5) The Council shall have the ~1 " Auonormt~ subject to Article 21 to remind o~ ~ suspend a 

licence of any member who viDlaoes its conditions 

(6) Opportunities to apply for licences and infom-~ation about all licences and ....... 

information about all licences allocated shall be publicized to all States and to the 

Pre s s. 

~tia!e ..30 

Individual States or groups of States receiving licences may themselves engage in 

authorized activities, or they may transfer their rights to individuals or to private or 

publ ic  e n t e r p r i s e s  wi th in  t h e i r  j u r i s d i c t i o n .  They m~r not~ however, t rmnsfer  t h e i r  
. . .  

rights to other States witho.ut the consent of the Authority. States receiving licences 

remain responsible for the performance of their conditions. 

Th e Se~retaria~ 

Article 31 

(I) The Secretariat shall consist of a Secretary-General elected by the Assembly and 

such staff as the Authority may require. 
. . 

(2) The Secretary-Genera I shall prepare the Authorityrs budget and shall present it to 

the Council which shall then suomlt~" it~ with its reco~endations, to the Assembly for 

its approv~l. 
• 

(]) The Secretary-Gener~l :shall report biannually to the Assembly~ and Shall have the 
. .  

power to propose items for the agenda of the Assembly an d the Council. 

(4) The Secretary-General shall serve for a term of five years Which may be extended or 

renewed by the Assembly. 

(5) The Secretary-General ms¢T, subject to financial provisions, recruit such Staff as 

may be necessary to carry out the aims of the Authority. 

(6) Members of the staff, designated by the Secretary-General~ shall~ at sl! reasonable 

] ~" facilities~ and activities of members relating times~ have access to the insta!_aomons~ 

~go the area and its resources, .... for inspection and enforcement pumposes. 
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• ..~.. . . : • 

• . ~ . 

The Authority shallco-oper~.ue with the U1/i{ed Nations~ the specialized agencies~ 
. 

and Other  a g e n c i e s  rr-,,lated to-.~k~u,.t,~ Ui~ted  N a t i o n s ,  i n  ca r . ry ing  out  i t s  fm-zc t ions ,  
.. 

• 7 

• : . . 

especi&lly in those areas where previously existing agencies are already conducting 

significant progrsm~nes relating to the ': area and its resources, 
. .  . 

ii. }~evenu e - S)arin~ 

Artic!e _33 .... . .... ..... . 

(I) Members of the Authority engaged in e~ploring and e~p!oiting the area and its 

resom~ces  o r  who have a u t h o r i z e d  suctn a c t i v i t i e s  to  be c a r r i e d . o u t  w i t h i n  t h e i r  

jurisdiction agree to pay whatever monies are due to the Authority according to scs_les 
.. , . . . .  

e s t a b l i s h e d  by :bhe C o u n c i l  and , s p e c i f i e d  i n  each. l i c e n c e ,  . 

(2) After ad1~inistrative costs, and the costs of the Authority~s own progrs~les are 
• ... 

. . . . .  v 

met, .--income received by the Authori.ty shs&l be made available, on the basis of 
.:.. . - .. .. • . 

equitable sharing to be deterr:~ned by the Assembly, .to member States for their .... ~ 

developraent. .. 
• .-.., ." . .'.~... 

. . . . . .  

(3) Unull the Authority becomes self--- -°~" " administrative costs will be met.by " oU~ ± !Clent ~ . i.. ....... .. ...... .£~b..:. :..':..£:- "~ 

members of-bhe Authority in-conforn~ty with the United Nations.Y scale of contributions,; 
" . . . .  - - . . . . . .  i. ............. , ,..o...,.~,.i~"i.? ~,~ ..'.:..:-": 

.. . 

Article ~3~ .. ~ , 
• . 

(I.) For %he pua~Pdses specifi.ed in Artic!e 33 (2) the Authority shall..establish a 
.•. . . . .  .. 

Distribution Agen6y and a Stabilization Board. 
• .. 

(2) The Dis-~ribution Agency shall...be composed of three to five persons, appointed by 

the Assembly wl}ose task Wil!ib e toassess J_l the income available to the Authority from 
• • u . . . .  % 

the sale of rail raatcrials, from licence fees, royalties and any othe%- charges or. . . :. 

p a ~ a e n t s  and .on t h e  b a s i s  o f  such a s s e s s m e n t ,  to  recoimuend to  t he  A s s e m b l y . t h e  e q . u i t a b l e  
.~ . . . . . .  ~., .: 

sharing of such incorae among :@er:foers according to tb_e inverse ratio Of :'tHeir respe6tive. 

contributions to tlne annual budget of the United Nations. In the case of members of ..... 
• , .. . . . . .  .: .. 

the Authority ~ho are not Members of the United .Nations~ their share of income shsll be 
• .. 

determined by the :Agency according )o their stage, of development. Upon approval by 

t h e  Assembly of  i t s  recom~uendations~ t he  Agency s h a l l  s\pe.~'~v-ise the  d i s t r i b u t i o n  .of 

such income. 

Frice Stabilization 

A r tic le ~3~ 

(I) In exercise of the pcwers conferred in Article 16 (.4)~ the Authority shall establish 

a Stabilization Board. 
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(2) The Stabilization Board sJ, allh be composed of three to five persons.appom-r_-0ed" n~ by the 

Assembly ~-.rhose task will be to investigate the current conditions of supply and demand 

and the price rates regarding raw materials obtained from the international sea-bed and 

those obtained on land. The Board shall have %he power to fix the price rates at which 

shall be sold all raw materials obtained from the International Sea-bed Area and to 

determine the quantities of such materials Which may at any given time be sold or made 

available to those desiring theu, In considering what prices shall be fixed and what. 

quantities shall be sold or made available, the Board shall balance the need of the 

world coi-mmnity,for raw materials and the need for stability of the economies of the 

c~evelopmng producers of land minerals~ particularly when such producers are .~.~ong the -~ " " 

countries. 

Artiol.e 

If a dispute arises between the Agency or the Board and a member or group of 

members regarding the dmstr_buozon" i ~" of income or tTr.e_ price or the marketing of raw 

materials obtained from the International Sea-bed Area~ such dispute shall be settled 

according to the procedure set out in Article 39 (2). 

Headquart:ers _ a n d  Re~ioi!a!~ Cenbres 

ArtL, ole, 3.7 
(l) In order to f~fLfil its role the Authority shall establish and maintain in addition 

.. 

to a headquarters, four regional sub-headquarters or centres for the direction of 
• 

scientific training and research progra~mles and %he performance of such ad~inistrative 

functions as may be assigned by the Authori-~Jy. 
( ) . . . . . .  
2 The loca%fon of the headquarters shall be in j ,..... • .. ....... , . . . and of 

• - .. . ~  

gi hal dq ; the re o sub-hea uarters or centres snazl be .... . ..... . .... . . , . and 
• 

• • • • • • 4 ,e ~ Q b • • • Je 

(i) The Authority shale have legal personality and may sue Or be used in its o',,m n~me. 

(2) Staff members of the Authority when engaged in the execution of its functions} sh~ELl 

have in the country of each " "~ _,,~enoer such privileges and iimuunities as may be necessary for 

the perforT.~ance of their duties. ...... 
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Settlement of D~ soutes 
• .. : . . . :  . _ . ) . . . . .  .. 

Article 39 

(i) The members agree that any dispute bet':.xeen them in regard to the meaning or the 

scope of a licence which cannot be settled by negotiation, mediation or arbitration 

shall be subr.~tted for decision be the International Court of Justice.. 
................. 

(2) ~y dispute between the Authority and a member shall be sublmitted if negotiation ~ 
• 

mediation or arbm~ra~ion fail. to the International Court of Justice. 
• ... 

Suspension ....... 

(i) If any member is fotmd by t h e  Assembly to persist in a policy that is contrary to 

the fund~ent-al aims of the Authority or to the Charter of ~].~<; United Nations~ the 

Assembly may, by a resolution adopted by a majority of two-thirds of members present 

and voting~ suspend such member from exercising the rights and enjoying the privileges 

of mer:foership. 

(2) The suspension shall remain in force until a change of such policy is recognized 

by the Assembly. 

)~ticle ]..Al ~ 
~-~q ~ ' Any member may withdraw from the Au~_o....cty on the expiz~j of one yearVs notice in 

writing to the Secretary-General. A member withdrawing shall be liable for assessments 

on a Dr0J_rat a basis up to the time. the withdrawal becomes effective. 

Loss ...... of Votin~ Privi!9,,~es 

Article 4~2 

A member wnlcl is in arrears in the pa~uent of its financisl contribution to the 

Authority Vs expenditure shall ]0e deprived of the privileges enjoyed by the members of 

voting in the Assembly or Council if the amount of its arrears equals or exceeds the 

amount of the contribution due from it for the preceding two finm~cial years. 

Lan~qages 

- - "1  ] The o f f i c i s J  languago of tho Au thor i t y  shal l  be Engl ish, ~rencn~ Spanish and 

Russian. The working languages of the regional  sub-headquarters or oentres may be any 

languages agreed upon by the members in the area concerned. 
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Review 

~Artic!e 4g 

The Cont rac t img  P a r t i e s  s h a l l  r ev i ew t h i s . . S t a t u t e  e v e i 7  f i v e  y e a r s .  
~" . ,  

may be a~:lemded by consent of two-thirds of the members, 

. . .  

The Statute 

This Convention shall enter into force when ratified by ..... ...... .. States, • 

0 

• . ° 

... 
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