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The Contracting Pafties

Recalling resolutions 2340 (XAII) of 18 December 1967, 2467 (XXTII) of
31 Decémber 1968, 2574 (XXIV) of 15 December 1969, and 2750 (XAV) of
17 December 1970 of the Genersl Azsembly of the United Wations,

Recalline the Declaration of Principles Governing the Sea-Bed and the Ocean
Floor and the Subsoil Thereof, Beyond the Limits of Hatienal Jurisdiction adopted

| "by the General Assembly on 17 December 1970, _
. Degiring to ensure that the explora ion and use of the ses-bed and ocean floor

should be conducted in accordance with the Purpozes and Prlnclplés?of the Charter
of the United Wations and in conformity with the Declaration of Principles
Governing the Sea-Bed and the Ccean Floor and the Subseil Thereof, Beyond the
Limits of National Jurisdiction, in the interest of malntalnlno internationzl peace
and security and for the benefit of all mankind and in partlcular'tze interests of
developing countries, - ' '

Mindful of the importance of preserving the- sea~bed and the ccean floor and
the subsoil thereof, beyond the limits of national Jjurisdiction from'actidns and
uses which might be detrimental to the common interests of mankind, ‘

- Hoping to foster greater international co-operation and co—o:alnatlon in the
peaceful exploration and exploitaticn of the sea~bed and ocean Tloor and its

subgoll thereof beyond the limits of national jurisdiction,

E.71-5354
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Article 1 N
égggg to establish an international sea—bed authoTity (hereinaffer‘knownlas the
Authority) to operate in conformity with the Declaration of Principles and in accordance

with the Statute that follows: ' ' -
Fundenental. dins

Article 2 : R
(1) The fundamental aims of the Authority shall be Yc provide for the.orderly aﬁd safe

development and rational management of the sea-bed and ocean floor and subsoil thereof,
beyond the limits of nationﬁinjﬁffédictidﬁ and its resources and for expanding
opportunities in the ‘use thereof and shall ensure the equitabTe sharing by States in the
benefit derived therefrom, taklng into particular consideration the interests and needs
of the developing countries, whether landlocksd or coastal.

(2} In pursulng these aims, the Authority shall pay partlcular attentlcn to the
desirability of minimizing fluctuatlons of prices of land m1nerals and raw materlals
that may result from the exploxtatlonupf the resources of the area,

Delimitation . |

Article 3 | : lﬂ' | . e \ : :

(1) The national Jurldectlon of a coasual State shall extend to an adjacent area. of

the bea—bed and the ocean floor and the sub5011 thereof 1nclud1ng its resources, to a
ater depth of Crenaans metres. A coastdl State nav, in its dlscretlon, declare that
its JurlgdlCtLOQ over such area and its resources extendu to 8 11ne,\every p01nt of

which is not more thanr......u.. miles from the nearest p01nts on the base lines, from

which the br@adth oL ltp terrltorlal sea is measured,

(9) Fach Contractlng Party shall notlfy to the Internatlonal Sea—bed Authorlty,

established pursuant to Article I of this Conventlion, the limit of its national
Jurlsdlctlon over the adgacent area of ube seanbed and the ocean floor and the subsoil

thereof, 1nclud1ng 1ts regourceq, deflned bj co—ordlnates of latitude and longltude aﬂd
evidenced by approprlaue large—pcale maps. ,

(3) The Internatlonal Sea—bed Authorlty may take such stepg as may be necessary, in

Oofluboratlon,w1ﬁh the notlfylng State, Lo verlfy the oontenta of such notlflcatlon.

(4) TNothing in this Artlole snall affect any ag“eement or pTEJUdlCG the position of any

Contracting Party with reupect to the q671m1batlon of becundaries of seaubed areas between

opposite or adjacent States.
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Characteristics of the Area
Article 4 | '

The sea-bed and the ocean floor and the subsolil thereof and its resourééé 1jing
beyond the iimits of national jurisdiction, as defined in paragraph 1 of Artlele 3
(hereiﬁaftef célled the Inferpational Sea-bed Avea) is the COMRON heritage of nankind
and shall, as such,; be subject-ﬁg the régime hereinafter set Fforth.

Article 5 )

The international Sea~bed Areé shall not be subject to appropriation by any nmeans
by States or persons, nabural or juridical, and no State shall claim or exercise
soverelgnty or sovereign rights over any part thereof,

- o State.of person, nabural. or juridical, shall élaim,-exergise or acquire, rights
with respect to the International Sea-bed Area o iﬁs resources incompatible with the
provisions of this Convention,

Artlcle 7
The Internatlonal Sea-bed Area shall be open to use, exclu81velv for peaceful

purposes, by all Sta%es, whether coastal or land-locked, without discrimination in
accordance with the provisions of this Convention. ‘
brticle 8 ) |

A3 activities regarding exploraﬁion and exploitation of the resources of the
International Sea-bed ﬁrea, hd othor related éctivities, ghall be subject to regulation
by the International Sea-bed Authoflty, esteblighed pursvant to. Artlcle I of this
Gonventlon, end shall in all respects be governad by the provisions of this Convention.
Article 9 ‘ ‘

The exploration of the International Sea-bed Area .and the exploitation-of. its -
resources shall be carried out for the benefit of mankind as a whole, irrvespective of
the geographlcal 1ocatlon of Sta ates, whether land—Tockod or coastal cand takling into

particular conalderatlon the inbterests and needs of the developing countries.
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Obligationg of the Parties

Articie 10
States shall act in the area in accordance wmth ‘the applicable pr1n01ples and

rul@s of international law including the Charter of the United Nations and the
Declaratlon on Principles of Iaternational Law concerning Friendly Relations and
Co-operation among States in accor&ance_wlth the Charter of the United Natlons,‘w‘
edopted by the General Asscmbly on 24 October 1970, in the interests of maintaiﬂiﬁgmﬁﬁ
international peaée and security and proﬁoting international co-operation and mutual
"understanding. |
Article 11 .
Exploratiorn and exploitation of the resources of the International Ssa-bed Afeah
must not result in any ﬁnjustifiabié interference with other activities in ﬁhe marine
enviromment, ' | ‘ -
Article 12
' 'All activitiesg in the International Sea-bed Area shall be conducted with strict
and adequate séfeguards for protection of huﬁap life and safety of thefﬁarine
environment. _ o
Article 13 - o
A1l activities of exploration and exploitation of the resources of the Areé;ahd
other related activities shall.be conducted by or on behalf of the Inbternational Sea-bed
Authority, or by a Gohtracting Party or group of Contracting Parties or natural or
juridical persons under its or their spons orship, all sub]ect to the ueneral supervision
and control of the International Sea-bed Authority.
Article 34 _
(1) Eadh Contracting Party shall take appropriate measures ﬁo ensure that those
donductingractivities'under its.spbnsor“hip comply with this'CoﬁveDtion.'
(2)  Each Contracting Party shall make it an offence for those conducting act1v1t1es
under its sponsorship in the International Sé a-bed Area to violate the provisions of
this Convention. Such offences shall be punisheble in accordance with administrative
or judicial procedures established by the Contraciing Party sponsoring such

activities.
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(3) Eﬁdh_Gohﬁractiﬁg Party shall be responsible for maintaining public érder on
menned installations and equipment operated by it or fhose sponsoraed by it,

(4) Bach -Contracting Party Shéll be responsible for damages caused by activities
which it sponsors, to any other Contracting Party or its rationals.

(5) A& group of States acting together, ﬁurﬁuant to agrecment among them or through
an interﬁational_organization, shall be jointly and severslly responsible under this
Convention. | |

Article 15
A1l disputes arising oubt of the interpretation or application of this Convention

shall be setiled in accordance with the provisions of Article 39 hercunder.

Powers of the Authority

Article 16

The International Séa-bad Authority ls empowsred:
(1) +o explore the International Sea~bed Area and exploit its resources for peaceful
purposes by means of its-own facilities, eguipment and scrvices, or such as are
procured by it for thg purpose; . ‘
{2) to issue licences to Contracting Parties, individuaily or in groups, or to
persons, natural or juridical, under its or Thelr sponsorship with respect to all
activities of exploration of the International Ses-bed Area and the exploitation of
its resources for peaceful purposes, and related activities, subject to such terms
and conditions, including the payment of appropriate fees and other charges, as the.
' Authority may determine;
(3) to provide for the equitable sharing by Contracting Parties of raw materials
obtaiﬁed from the International Sea-bad Area, funds received from the sale thereof,
and all other receipis, as well as scientific information and such other benefits as
may'be derived from the exploration of the Inbernational Sea-bed Ares and the
exploitation of its resources;
(4} to establish or adopt in conswitation, and whers appropriate, in coliasboration
with the competent organ of the United Nations, and with the specialimed agencies - -
concerned, measures designed to mininmize and eliminate fluctuation of prices of land
minerals and raw materials thet may rosult from the exploitation of the resources of |

the International Sea-bed Area, and any adverse economic effects caused thereby;
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(5) +to encourage and assist research on the developmént and practical application of
scientific techniques for the exploration of the Internaticnal Seanbed Area and the
exploitation of its resources, and to perform any operaticon or service useful in such
research; _
(6} %o make provision in accordance with this Convention for services, egquipment aand
facilities to neut the needs of research on and development and practical appllcmnloﬂ
of scientific techniques for the exploration of the International Sea-bed Aréa and the
exploitation of its resocurces for peaceful purposes;
(7) +to foster the exchange of scientific amd tecnnlﬂal information on the peaceful
uges of the International Sea-bed Ares and its resources
(8) +to promote ang encourage the exchange and tralnlng of selentists and experts in
the field of exploration of the sea-bed and the exploitation of its resources;
(9) to establish oceanographic institutions cn a regional basis for the training of. -
nationals of developing countries in all.aspects of marine science and technology;
(10) to provide, upon request, technical assistance and experts for the use of
developing countries in ocsanographic exploration and exploitation;
(11). %o establish and administer safeguards designed to ensure that materials, services,
equipment, facilities and information made awvaillable by the Authorlty or at its request
or under its supervision or control ares not used in such:a way as “to further any B
military purpose; '
(12) to establish and adopt, in consultation and, where appropriate, in oollaboratlon
wlth the competent organ of the United Nations and with the specialized- wgencles
concernaed, standards of =safety for protection of heelth and winimizabion of dangsr to
life and property, and the protection of the marine environmen®t as a whole, and to
provide for the application of these standards to its own operations as well as to all
other opsrations authorized by it or under its contrel or supervision; '
(13) to acquire or establish any facilities, plant and equipment useful in the carrying
out of ilts aubhorized functions;
(14) to take any action necessary to give effect to the prdvisions of this Convention.
Article 17

In carrving out its functions, the International Sea-bed Authority shalil:
(1) conduct its activities in eccordance with the purposes and principles of the
United Nations to promote peace and international co-operation, and in co1forn¢cy with
policies of the United Natlons furthering -the-egstablishment of safeguarded worldwide .

disarmament and in conformity with any international agreements entered indo pursuant

to such policies;
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(2} establish control over the use of materials obbained by the Authority in order to
ensure that thess materials are used only for peaceful purposes; '

(3) =allocate all benefits derived from.the exploratlon of the International Sea-bed
Area and the eﬂylclyathﬂ of ids resources in such az manner abVEO gecure the greatest
poséible genergl benefit in all arcas of the world, teking inte particular consideration
interests and needs of the deveioping countries, whether land-iocked or coastalj

(4) submit reports on 1ts act1v1+1cs annually to the General Assembly of the United

Vatlons and, when npproprlutu, to the other organs of the United Mations on matters

within the competence of those organs: 1 in connexion with the activities of the
Authority there should arise cuestions that are within the competence of the Securiby
Council, the Authority shall notify the Security Council, as the organ bearing the main
responsibility for the naintenance of interna£iona1 peace and securitys
Mombership 7
Article 18 o

. Membership of the International ”ca bed Authority shall.be open to all Siates. All
of the Gontractlng Parties of this Gonventlon shall comprise the membership and such

other States as may be invited by the membors of the Authority and who accept such

invitation. “ e e
Organs of the Authority ' :

Article 19 . L

(1) The principal organs of the Authority éhall be the Assembly, the Council, and the
Secretariat headed by the Secreta fqueneral

(2) TheVAU$ﬂertj and cach of its organs may establish such subuldlary organs, adopt
such rulés, and determine theif schedules of meetings, as may be nccessary to carry out
the fundamental aims emumerated in Articic 2

The Assemblv '

Article 20 : _

(1) The Assembly'shall be the supreme organ of‘the Authority and shail be composed of

all members of the Authority;

(2) Fach member ghall have not mord thon three represepntatives who may be assisted by
advisers in the Agsembly; N '

(3) The Assenmbly may discuss any question or any mettor within the scope of the
Authbrity or rélating to iﬁg povers and functions ond mey formuleaie recommendations to
the Council on any nmatter related to the ﬁuﬁhority's fundamental aimg; '
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(4)" The Assembly may initiate studies dégigned to advance the fundemental aims of the
Authority or to carry out its decisions;
{5) .The Aésembly'shall approve the Aunthority's budget.
(6) The Assembly shall receive and consider biannusl and special reports from the
Council and the Secretary—General.
Article 20 ©

| The Assembly ‘shall meet in ordinary session every two years.

mnay be convened at the reguest of the Cotincil or of a gimple majority of the members of

Extraordinary sessions

the Assembly..

drticle’ 22
: The Assambly shall adopt . 1bs own rules of procedure. Until such time as it does

so, the rules of procedure of the Geneful Assembly of the Unlted Nations shall apply

nutatis mutandis,..

Article 23

The Assembly shall elect iis Pre81dent and Vice-President at the beglnnlng of each

session,

The Council

Article 24 v
(1) The Council shall consist of 18 members elected by the Asuemoly and shal] 1nclude

not less than 3 land-locked States. Members serving on the Council shall be selected
with due regard to geographlc distribution; 7 o
(2) Substantive decisions of the Council shell be made by a two-third: magorlty vote of
its members., Procedural decisions (including the question what is a substant;vo
decision) shall be made by a simple majority vote; ‘
(3) Terms of office fdr members of the Council shall be three vears, Members may
serve successive berms; o :
(4) The United Nations General “Asgombly shall conduct the first clection; subsequent
elections shall be conducted by the Authority's Assembly.
Article 25 | |

The Council sholl meet at least twice a year.

Article 26
The Council shall elect a Chairman from among its members to serve for the first

month. Thersafter the Chalrmenship shall rotate among the members of the Council in

alphabetical oxder.
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Article 27
Save as in heroin provided, the Gouncil shall adopl its own rules of procedure.

Article 28
(1) The Council shall be the eyucutlvo organ of the Authority and shall execute policy

decigions of the Agssenbly; _
(2) Between seasions of tho Assembly, the Counecil shall take such adninigtrative and
technlcal declslons as may be necessary Uluhln the funCtlons and financial resources of

the Authorlty, and shall report the decieions which have been taken to the Absumbly at
the Assembly's following session, for approval, )

Article 29

(1) The Council shall be responsible-for the promulgation of rules and regulatilons
pertalnlng to the following subjects: - .
(a) Issuing of licences for the exploration of tne BITGH S
(b) Issuing of licences for the exploitation of the rescurces of the area;
{c) Collection of fees and royaltics as provided by the terms of the o
o llcence :
(d) _Preventlon of pollutlon and connaﬂlnatlon from sea-bed act1V1tles,_
(e) Rstabiishment of llablllty for damages arlalnw from exploration and
o exploztutlon of uhe area and its resources;
(f) Prevention of harnful interferonce with marine resources from qct1v1t1es
conducted in the ares; o
!(g) Prov1 sion of tecanlcal asslstance to develop¢ng countries to 1ncreaso
their capabilities to pavﬁlclpatb in activities related to the area;,
;(h) Inspection of bxploratlon_and,exp101tat10n acthlElb& in relatlon to
the area and its rosources; ‘ ' -
(1) Arbitral procedure for the settlement of disputes;
| (j) And such other matiers as the Assembly may suthorize.
{2) The Council shull 1ssuc licences for explofutlon or exploitation of the area and
1ts resources wo meribe of the Authority or groups of meibers in uCCOPdaHCL with %uch
crlterla &3 may be 1aid down by the Asuenjly.
(3) Regulutlons issued by the Council shall take effect on dates upﬂ01fled by the
Council and may be revoked only by the LoUﬂyﬂl or the Assenmbly.

(4) Regulations igsusd by the ’ounclj may spu01fy, but are not limited to, such naut rs

ass
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( Vo The minimun and mewimunm areas in which exploration or exploitation

]

rights shall be granted;

o

Time limits for such rights;

Performance requiremcents upon which the grants are based;

JSIRN ]

Paynents to be made to the Authority;

e e

[0}

L A N

Rules to be obgerved in order to minimize interference with navigation,

fishing and other marine activities, submarine cables, and pipelines; and
{f) Anti-pollution standards. '

(5) The Council shall have the Authority subject to Arvticle 21 to remind or suspend a

licence of any member who violates its conditions.

(6) Opportunities to apply for licences and information about all licences and

information about sll licences allocated shall be publicized fo all States and to the’

Prass,
Article 30

Individual States or groups of States receiving licences mﬁy themselves engage in
authorized activities, or they may transfer their rights to individuals or to private or
public enterprises within thelr jurisdiction. They may not, however, transfer their
rights to other States without the conseht of the Authority. States receiwving licences
remain responsible for the ﬁerformance of their conditions. o
The Secretariat
Article 31
(1} The Secretariat shall consist of a Secrqtary—Genoralrelected by the Aséembly and

such staff as the Authority mey require. .

(2) The Secretary-General shall prepare the Authority's budget"and.shall present it to
the Couneil which shall then submit it, with its recommendations, to the Assembly for
its approval. o h

{3) Thé Secretory-General shall raportrbiannually to the Aséembly, and shall have the
powar to preopose itens for the agenda of the Assembly and the éouﬂcil.

(4) The Secretary-Genersl shall serve for a tern of five years which may be extended or
renewed by the Assembly. '

(5) The:Secretarquoneral may, subject té financisal provisiohs, recruit such staff as
may e necessary to carry out the aims of the Authority. ' |

(6) Members of the staflf, designated by the Secretary-General, shall, at ell reascnable

tines, have access to the installations, facilitles, and activities of members relabing

to the area and its resocurces, for inspection and enforcement purposes.
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Article 32 , _ _
The Authority shall co-operate with the Uhiﬁed Nations, the specialized agencies,

and other agencies related to the United Nations, in canylng out its functions,
especially in those areas vhere previcusly existing asgencies are alres dy conductlng

significant programmes relating to the acrea and its rescurces,

Hevenue ~ Sharing

Article 33

(1) Members of the Autnorltj ongaﬂed in exploring and explod inv the areg and its
reeources or who have authorigzed such activities to be carried out within thelr
jurisdiction agree to pay whatever nonies ars due to the Authority according to scales
established by the Council and specified in each licence.

(2) After administretive costs and the costs of the Authoriiy's own prograrmes are
met, -income reeceived by the Authority shall be made available, on the basls of
equitable sharing to be determined by the Assembly, to member States for their

development. . : ' el
(3) Until the Authority becomes self-sufficient, admlnlutratlve costs will be et by

members of the Authorily in-conformity with the United Nations'- ecale of contrlbu“,ons.
Article 34 - . : o ‘ 'ui -
(l) For the purpooes specified in Article 33 (2) the Authority ehalluestablishre
Distribition ugency and a Stobilization Board. o
(2) The Dieﬁribuiion Agency shall be compesed of three to five persone'anpoiﬁted by
the Aseeﬂol" whose task UllT he to ‘assess 811 the income available to the. &uthorlty from
the sale of rav maLOfLaJe, from 1lconce fees, royaltlee °ﬂd any other chargeg. or
payncnts ond on the basisz of such agsessnent, to recommend to the s eeﬂbly the equltable
sharing of such income among menbers according to the inverse ratic of thelr regpective
contributions o the annual budge? of the United Nationsg. In the case of members‘efi'
the Authority who are not Members of the United Nations, their share of income shéll:be
determined Ty the‘Agency according to their stage. of development, Upon approval by
the Assembly of its recommendations, the Agency shall euperviee the distribution: of
such incame, |

Frice Stebilization

Article 35

{1} Tn exercisc of the powers conferved in Article 16 {4 s the Authority shall establish

S

a Stabilization Board.
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(2) The Stabilization Board shall be composed of three to five persons appointed by the
Assembly whose ftask will be to investigate the current conditions of supply and demand
and the price rates regarding raw materials obtained from the international sea-bed and
those obtained on land, The Board.shail have the power to fix the price rates at which
shall be sold all raw materials obtained from the International Sea~bed Area and to
determine the quantities of such materials ihich may at any given time be sold or made
available to those desiring them, In considering what prices shall be fixed and what
guantities shall be sold or made available, the Board shall balance the need of the '
world community.fof raw materials and the need for stability of the economies of the
produceré of Tand minerals, parbticularly when such producers are among the developing
countries. '
drticle 36 _

If = dispule arises bhetween the Agency or the Board and o member or group of
members regording the distribution of income or the price or the marketing of raw
materials obtained from the International Sea~bed Ares, such dispute shall be settled

according to the procedure set out in Article 39 (2).

Headouarters and Regilonal Centres
. A"

Article 37

(1) In order to fulfil its role the Authority shall establish and maintain in addition
%o a headquarters, four regional sub-headquarters or centres for the direction of
scientific training and research progrommes and the performance of such administrative
functions as may be assigned by the Authority.

(2) The location of the headquarters shall be AN a o+ « o v « a o s o o o o » « » and of
the regionﬂi sub-headquarters or centres shall be ; P S 234 o
Legal Personality

Article 38

(1) The Authority shall have legol personality and may sue or be used in its own name,

(2) Staff members of the futhority when engaged in the execution of its functions, shall
have in the country of each merber such privileges and immunities as may be necessary for

the performance of their duties,
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Settlement of Digputes

Article 39

(1) The members agree that any dispute between them in regard to the meaning or the

scope of a licence which cannot be settled by negotiation, mediation or arbitration
shall be subnitted for decision to the International'Court of Justice. .
(2) Any dispute between the duthority and a member shall be submitted'ifmﬁég5ﬁiatioh,

mediation or arbitration fall to the Internaticnal Court of Justice.

Sugvension

Article A0
(1) If any member is found by the Assembly io persist in a pblicy that is contrary to

. the fundamental ains of the Authority or to the Charter of the United Nations, the
Assenbly may, by a resolution adopted by = majority of two-thirds of members present
and voting, suspend such member fronm cxercising the rights and enjoying the privileges
of membership.

(2) The suspension shall remain in force until a change of such policy is recognized
by the Assgembly.

Withdrawal

Article /1 5

Any nmember nay withdraw from the Authority on the expiry of one year's notdce in
) 7 b

writing to the Secretary-Genersl. 4 member withdrawing shall be liable for asscgsnmente
on a pro rata basis up to the time the withdrawal becomes effective, '
Loss of Voting Privileges '

CArticle 42

A member which 1s in arrears in the poyment of its financiol contribution to the

futhority's expenditure shall be deprived of the privilegss enjoyed by the menbers of
voting in the Assembly or founcil if the amount of its arrscrs equals or exceeds the
ariount of the contribution due fron it for the preceding two financial years..
Languages

Article 43

The official language of the Authority shall be English, French, Spanish and
Russian, The working languages of the regional sub-hendquarters or centres may be any

languages agreed upon by the nerbers in the area concerned,
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Review

Article A/

The Contracting Parties shall review this Statubte every five years. The Statute

may be amended by consent of two~thirds of the membors,

Entry inte Force . .
Article 45

This Convention shall enter into force when ratified BY sesersseesses States..
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