UNITED NATIONS - Distr,
. N A/C.138/43
GENERAL i,
s,: EEGLISH

Original: RUSSIAN

COILIITTEE CF THE PEZACEFUL USHES OF THE
SEA-BED AND THE OCEAN FLOOR BEYOND THE
. LIMITS OF NATIONAL JURTISDICTION

"UNION OF SOVIETD SOCTALIST REPUBLICS:
PROVISIONAL DRAFT ARTICLES OF A TREATY ON THE USE
OF TEE SEA-BED FOR PEACEFUL PURPOSES

The States Partiss to this Treaty,

Attaching great ilmportance to the :éﬁional and orderly use of the sea~bed and
the subsoll thereof beyond the limits of the continental shelf exclusively for
poacelul purposes and for the benefit ofhthe peoples of all countries,
| ‘Gonéiééring that co-operation in this field bebween States, on the basis of .
a breaty, would con{ribute tb fhe'maihteaance of international peace and securdty
and to the development of international co-operation, and would also promote
the utilizstion of the resources of the sea-bed in the interests of economic
progress, including the iaterests of the economies of the peoples of the
develcping countries, ; . . _ |

Hoting the great importancéan the-Treaty on the Prohibition of the Emplace-
ment of Nuclear VWeapous andlofher'Weapons_of Mass Destruction on the Sea~bed and
che Gcean Floor and in the éubsoil Théredf, as an imppftanﬁ'step towards the
exclusion of the sea-bed ahd the ocesn Floor from the arms race, - 7

Recalliing General Asscably resolublon:2749 (XXV) approving the Declaragtion
of* Principles Governing.the Sea-Bed and the Ocgan Floor and the Subsoil Thereof
beyond the Limits of Nétional Jurisdiction, which prdvides inter alias that an
international régime applying to the sea-bed and the subsoll thereof shgll be
established'by "an International Truaty of a universal character, generally agreed
upon', . R _ ,-. o
Convinced that the conciusion of a Treaty on the Use of the Sea-Bed foﬁ _

Peaceful Purposes will conbribute to the realization of the Purpoges and Principles

of the United 'Nations Charter and to the strengthening of the principles of inter-
© ~~zabional law governing the fresdom of the seas, including the freedom of research,
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Have agreed as follows:
article 1

The gea-bed and the subsoll theoreol within the Limits specified in articles 2 and

3 of this Treaty shall be open to use exclusively for peaceful purpeses by all States,

whether cosstal or land-locked, wibhout any discriminatiorn whatsoever.

Article 2

The provisiong of this Treaty shall apply to the sea-bed of the high seas and the
subsoil thereof beyond the limits of the continental shelf. In areas where there is
no continental shelf, the provisions of this Treaty shell apply to the sea~bed of the

high seas, beginning at the demarcation line provided for in article 3 of this Treaty.

Article 3
(Question of the limits of the sea-bad)
Article 4

The use of the sed-bcd and the subsoll thereof for the purpose of explorlﬂg and
exploiting its regources shall not conflict with the principles of freedon of

ngvigation, flshln g, research and ouher act1v1tles or the high séas,
N :

Article 5

B Ho State shall claim or exercise soverelgniy or sovereign rights over any vard

1.
of the sea~bed or bthe subsoll *thereof, States Parties to this Treaty shall not

recognine any-sﬁbh clain of exercise of soveraignlty or soverelgn rights.

2, Similar“y the gsea-bed and the subsoll thereof shall not be subject to appreopriation
by any means, bv States ox persons, natural or Ju di cal

5331016 5

i The usce of the sea-bed and the subsoil thereof. for military purmoses shall Dbe

doo

prohibited.

2. Hone of the provisicns of this Trealy may be applied or construed 1n a manner
prejudicial to any measures which have been or may be agreed upon in the coatext of
international disarmsment negobiations and whlch may be appliceble to an ares 1afger

than that specified in erticles 2 and 3 of this Treaty. _
provisions of this Treaby may be regarded as an impediment

£ L

'3, Similarly, none of th
to the conclusion or sppiication of disarmament agreements relating to the sea-bed,

&

inclTdiFg the application of the Tresty on the‘?“ﬁki%ition of tie BEmplacement-of Nuclear -
Weapone and Obhewr Weapons of Macs Destruction on the ‘Sea-Bed and “ho Gewan Floor and’

in the Suibsoil Theraeof,
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4e  With a view to the effective implementation of the provisions of paregraph 1 and
of the measures provided for in paragraph 2 of this article; and also with a view to
the exclusicn of the sea-bed and the subkscil thereof from the arms race, the Stales
Parties to this Treaty undertake to conclude further international agreements as soon,
as possible.

In regard to the sea-bed and the subsoll thereof, States shall act in accordance
with the principles and rules of international law, inciuding the Charter of the
United Nationg and the Declaration on Principles of International Law concerning
Friendly Relations and Co-cperaticon among States, and alsc in accordance with the
Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, in the
interegts of maintaining international peace and security and in the interests of the
peaceful co-existence of States with different sceiel gystems and the promotion of
international co-operstion and mutual uvnderstanding. '

' Article 8

The industrisl exploration of the sea-bed and the subsoil thereof and the
exploitation of their resources shall be carried out for the benefit of mankind as a
whole, irrespective of the geographical location of States, whether coastal or land-
locked, and taking into particular consideration the interests and needs of the
developing countries. '

Erticle 9

(Question of licences for industrial exploration
and exploitation of sea-bed resources)

Article 10
1. With a view to the industrial exploration and exploitation of the resources of .
the sea~bed and the subseil theréof, stationary and mobile instsllations may be
sracted and emplaced.
2. The installations referred te in paragraph 1 of this article shall not be placed
in straits and at points wherc they mey obstruet passage on sea~ianes of vital
importance for international shipping or at points of intense fishing activities. Such
installations shall be erected, emplaced and operated In accordance with article 12 of
this Treaty., Safety zones shall be established around these ingtallations, With'

appropriate navigational markings to ensure the safety both of the installations

themgelves and of shipping.
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3. The safely zones referred to in paragraph 2 of th ié article may extend for a
distance of 500 met:es around the installations srected, measured from sach pdiﬁt of
their periphery. The configuration and location of the zafely zones in each srea of

the wofld's oceans shall be guch that they do not together form a belt barring the
access of shipving to particular maritime zones or cutting across irternational sea-
lanes.

b Installations for the exploitation of the rescurces of the sea-bed and the subsoil
thereof .shall be erected and emplaced by States within the Iimits of the sectors of the
sea~bed used by them. On the expiry of the period for which a gsector has bsen allocated
to a State, such imstaliaticns shall be dismantled and removed, unless another State to
which the seme sector has been allocated under She proceﬂure specified in this Treaty
acquires the said instellaticns for the purpose of exploiting the rescurces of the
sechor, | '

5. The construction or emplacement of any under-water or surface instail&tions.for

the exploration and exploitetion of the reéourbes of the ssa~bed and the subsoil
thereof, and alsc the removal of such 1nsta11at10ns, shall immedistely be notified by
Notices. to Mariners or other genurellj rrcognlzed means of motlflcaulon. Meaaureu shall
also be taken to malntalﬁ means of warning nhrlners of the presence of such 1nstgllatlons.
6.  Such instellations shall not possess the status of islands and ;hall_have no
territorial sea, and thelr presence shall not affect the determiﬂation of the limits of

the territorial sea or cf the limits of the ses-bed in accerdaence with article 3 of this

Treaty. _
Chrticle 11
1. L4112 types of activities by States on the sea-bed and in the gubsoil thereof, as

provided for in this Treaby, shall be undertaken in complisnce with the rules for the
protection of human life at sea.

2. States engaged in the industrizl explorablion or exploltation of the rescurces of
the sea~bed and the subsoll thereof shall take appropriate measures and couopera e with
one another to prevent pollubicn and contaminaticn of the marine enviromment and also
to prevent interferencse with its ecological balance as a result of activities on the
Sea—bed. Furthermors, such activitles must not cause damsge to the flora and fauna of
the marine environment.

3. The efcrementioned States shall establish rules for the opesrational safety of the
installations referred to in_ article 11 of thie Treaty, and shall co-operats with one

another in this regard.
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hrticle 12
1. The indusgtrial exploration and expioltation of the resources of the sea-bed and
the subsoil thereof shall not craate any unjustifiable obstacles vo :ctiviﬁies in the
marine envircument which are conducted in accordance with the generally recognlzed
principles of international law,
2.  Accordingly, the dimensions and,ooﬂfiguration of sectors of the sea-bed used for
the exploitation of the resources of the sea-bed and the subsoil tharscf, the Iocation
of these sectors in relation to one another and the number of sedtors in a particular
area of the world's oceans shall not be such that the sectors {even with spaces betwezen
them) together form a belt across maritime zones through which the vessels of States
having no coastline on the Atlantic, Pacific or Indian Oceans make their Uaj to the
waters of these oceans or to the inbernational sea~lanes crogssing them, o
3. The foregoing provielon shall apply eliso to areas in which the industrial expliorstion
‘of the resources of the sea-bed and the subsoil thereof is being undertaken and to the -
number and location of the installations erected for the industrial exploration of ‘the -
resources of the sea-bed and the subscil thereof. N K
4y Installations erected for the industrial exploration or exploitation of the
resources of ths sea-bed and the subsoil thersof shall not be used for miiitaﬁy purposes
of any kind. In particular, they shall not be used for the emplacement, storage or
testing of any military equipment or weapons,
5, - Shipping and other activiiies in the marine enviromment in the areas ir guestion
shall be exercised with reasonable regard for the industrial exploration anc exploitation
of the aforementioned resources, provided that activities on the sea-bed and in the sub-

soll thereof are conducted.in sccordance with the provisions of paragraphs. 1-4 of this

article.

Avticle 13

~-Stgtes Parties shall, in accordance with the provisions of this Treaty, take steps

for ﬁhe orderly and yational exy _01tuﬁ10n of the resources of the see~bed and the sub-
soil thereofs . - '

Article 14

{Question of the distribution of benefits)

Article 15
L« A State Party ta this Treaty, which has grounds for believing that activities on
the sea-bed by another State Party are contrary to the provisions .of this Treaby, may

request That consultations be held on the subject of those activilties.
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2. States Parties to the Treaty shall not, as a rule, refuse requests for consultations
as provided for in paragraph 1L of this article.
3. In the event thet a reguest for consultations is refused,'the States concerned shall
setble their dispute in accordence with the procedure provided for in article 22,
paregraph 2 (i), of this Treaty.
Article 16
1. A& State Pafty to the Treaty shall be responsible for ensuring that actlivities
cormected with the industrial exploration and exploitation of the rescurces of the
sea~bed, including the actiﬁities of natural and juridical perscns imder its jurisdiction
or acting on its behelf, are conducted in accordance with this Treaty. _
2. A State Party to the Treaty shall bé fesponsible for any damage caused toc another
State Party tc the Treaty as a result of activities on the seas~bed.
 Article 17 '
L. The International Sea-Bed Resources Agency, of which States Parties to this Treaty
may becoms members, is hereby established.
2s  The principal orgahs of the Internationsl Agency shall be the Conference of States
members of the Agency and the Execuiilve Board. |
3. The administrative and technicel servicing of the activities of the Agency =nd its
organs shall be undeftaken by the Secretariat, headed by the Executlve Secretary.
| Article 18 | |
1. The Conference of the iAgency shall he composed of gll States members of the Agency.
2. The functicng of the Conference shall he to:

(a) . Bstablish the Executive Board;

(b) Consider and approve the Agency's administrative budget;

(¢) Consider general questions relebting to the exploitation of the resources of
the sea-bed and the subsocil thereof;

(d) Adopt resolutions, on the recommendation of the Executive Board, depriving
States of the rights and privileges arising from membership of the Agency, in
the event of systematic viclations of the provisions of this Tréaty, and adopt
regolutions, depriving States of the sald rights and privileges on the
recommendation of the United Nations Security Council;

Conslder the reporis of the Executive Board;

Myt St

o 0

Appoint, on the recommendstion of the Executive Board, the Executive Secrebary

of the Agency, and consider questions concerning the staff of the Secretariat;
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Draft seneral principles and also recommendations to Stetes concerning the

[

prevention of pollution and contamination of the marine environment as a
result of the expleration and exploiteticn of sea-bed resources;
{(h) Consider other questions which may arise in_connexioﬁ with application of
this Treafy, uﬂléss they come within the competence of the Executive Board.
_ Articls 19 '
Regular sessilons of the Conference shall be convened svery twoc years. Extraordinary
~sesslons may be held an the request of the Executlve Board or a majority of the Pax ~ties
to this Treaty.
Article 20
1. Each State participating in the Conference shell have one vcte.
2. DeCLSlonS by the Conference on questlons of substance shell be made by a two-thirds
"majorlcv of the nembers of the Agency Uresent and voting; decislons on nrocedural

Jquesulons uhall be made oy a, 81nole magorltj.
_ CArticle 21

1. The Bxecutive Board shail consist of thirty States. The Board shall»accordingly
include five States from each cf the followlng groups of coantrle ST

() the socialist countrﬂes, ' -

(b) ihe. countries of Asia,

(éj':the countrlea,oz Af1lcq,

(a) . thg count les of Latln Amerlca, L , N o

(s)- ﬁﬁq wastern uuropean and other counnrﬂes not comlng wlthln the categorleq

épeclfled in gub-par aﬂprhsr(a) to, (d) of thls paragraph

and (f' ons. land-Woc ed counury from each of Lhe aforemeatloned grouns of States.' S
,4e ected for a term of four years.

e Menoers of the mxecutlve Boaru shal
o \ o Artlcle 22
l.‘1 The Board uﬂ&ll be the execuulve organ of the Internatlonal Anency

2. The functions of the Board shall be to:

Qa), Superv;se the 1mplementatlon of'the U rovisions OL thls Treaty by - Sbates Parties
to tne Treetj, and erv1se mCthltleS in connexzon w1ﬁh the industrial
exnlorstion and exp}oitaﬁion of the resources of uhe gea—oec aﬂd the.uubsoll
thereof , ‘ R . 'H
(b) Co_ordlnate he aet1v1t;e"‘oﬁ Sﬁo tes ;artleo to this Treaty in the industrial

_ Yplofatlon of the resources of Lhe sea—oed und the subgoil thereof and maks

:a general evaluatlon, on the bap is of da ta ogtalﬂed from Stwtes, of the

reserves of provern esources “of the area over which Lhey.exiend_and_ﬁhelr

weogfaphlcaH dlstf1QUb10h on the sea~ved, and alsgo of the depth at which they

ocbur 1p tbe SuDSOll§
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(c) (Functlons in. ﬁeward to uhe 1S$ue of llcences),gp;jlh
(). (Functions in regerd.to: the dlstrlputlen of beneflts},
(e)'zSupervlve comp11anCy withthe! plov1516ns of: SLblcleS 1O and l° of’s this Traaty;
'(f) “Consider spec1flc pfobTems arlﬁAn”Lf ey laﬂ&—locged countrles in connex1on w1th
' the explaratlon and: exp101tatlon of; he reaources of tﬂe sea—bedJand the '

Subs@lT thereof;

(glngromote -8 cnaﬁges o~ 331ent1flc 1d
"anﬁ exml@mﬁatlﬂﬂ G

T _tha explofaﬁ;on

"Adopt recommendatlons to States Paxtles.to this T“eamy coneefﬁﬂh ?ways of

“ 415 preventing pollution lofi-fhe marine_envxronmea TEra &amaﬂe te- the 11v1ng
resoupcssof the: sed. as ! a_refult\_f he,lndustrlalwexplerat 'aad- exploitation
st sof the Iﬁesowr-Qes~'ﬁ;¢ﬁz_;;féhe s_éa:-—béd; an'*d._ he éubs'oilffﬁﬁ'ereb V: -
(i) -Apsist dn eettling. daspu&ns between St&tes aoncernlﬁg 1mplemsnwatlon of thls
o . Treaky, by applying the, means. for peaceful. sattlemenh llsted A Artlcle 33 -
of the United Natlons Charter; * and establlsh, at the request ef;partles to a

dispute, organs. of conciliation, arbltratlon, etc., For settllng the dispute;

(3) Gon51der 0uher questlonp arlslng out of the prov131ons of. thls Treaty.

Artlcle 2§

1. DeclSlons of the Executlve Board on ouestlons of substance shall be made by
agreemenu, d60131ons ‘on procedural quesﬁlons shall be maae by nne magorlty of . the
members of the Board present and voblng._ _:73' . h' '  7 . _,'_  R
2, - Decisions relating to article 22, péﬁavrapn 2 (1) s#qgl_bg qonsidereﬁﬁgggadcpﬁédﬁﬁ
only if the partiss to the dispite so agree. . I SR

3. 59931ons of the Execuﬁlve Boaxd shall b 

'aid.@ot‘less:tb%ndQngarawwe@EE

o Any Stqte Parny to the Treaty whlch 1s-n03 represented on the Ekecutive Board may
ir the questlon under con51derat10n dlrectlv ffects its 1nterests, partlcipate in the

dlscu5510ns 1n the uxecutlve Board, without. _the- riOht ﬁo vote.hrj
S . | Arbicle 25 |
' Heltner thls Treaty nov any rlghts granted or - exerczsed pursuant thereto snall
”fect the 1egal Suatus of the supergacent waters of! the hlgh seas, or the 1egal status

of the alr space above those vaters.-

Artlc;e 26

lone of the provisions of this Treaty or the rlghtg granted to- uheflnternatlonal

Sea»Bed Resources Abency or its orgams, and similarly none of the functions exercised by
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Eo

the Arency or its organs, shall mean that the Agency has jurisdicilon over the sea-bed

41,

and the subsoil thersof or shall give the Agency rvights or legal grounds to consider
the sea-~bed and the subsoil thersof as owmed, posssssed or used by it, or at its disposas
Article 27
1.  Heither this Treaty nor any rights graated or exercised pursuant thereto shall
affect the freedom of research on the sea-bed and the subsoil thereof.
2. Without prejudice to the freedom of research referred to in paragraph 1 of this
article, the States Perties to the Treaty agres, in the interests of the effectlve
exploitation of the resources of the sea~bed and the subsoil thereof, to promole
international co-operstion in reseawrch cn the resources of the sea~bed and the subsoil
thersol, in particular by:
{2) participating in international programmes and encouraging co-operation
between scientists of different comtries in the conduct of research;
(b) publishing programmes and disseminabing the resultes of research, through
international as well az other channels;
(¢} co-operating in meesures to expsnd the research facilities of the developing
countries, including messures to increase the participation of the natlonals
of those countries in ressarch. v
Article 28
This Treaty shall be open for signature by all States. Any Stete which does not
sign the Treaty before it enters into force may accede to it at any time thereafter.

Article 29

(Other final clauses)
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