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C " H A P  T E R  "I  
• . . . . .  

Fundamental prinCiples 

A r t .  l ° -  The Sea Bed and Ocean F l o o r  and. the  . subso i l  t h e r e o f  beyond the  l i m i t s  of  
• . 

national jurisdiction (hereinafter referred to as "the area") as well as its 
• . ,.. ~ ,. 

resources are the common ~eritage of mankindo 
• . . , , 

A r t .  2 . -  The a rea  and i t s  rdsourdes  . sha l l  not  be s u b j e c t  t o  a p p r o p r ± a t i o n b y  any" 
, " ,  • . . ,  . . .. . , j . ,  

means Whatsoever by states or' persons, na~urai or juri:dical, ana go sta~e s~ali 
.. 

c la im or e x e r c i s e  s o v e r e i g n t y  over any p a r t  of  the  a rea  and i t s  r e s o u r c e s , " n o r  
. . . .  . .  

shall it claim or exercise any rights except as hereinafter provided. 
,.: ... 

Art. 3o- Exclusive jurisdiction over the area and administration Of its resources 

sh&ll be exercised on behalf of mar~kind by the Authority established under this 
• -.. ,. 

Convention. ~ 
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p~:~ge 2 . "  
• . 

Art 4o The benefits obt ° ~- ~ ~ "" • ~ ~.in~a from exploitation of the resources of the ~z~rea sna~'m be 

~. ' ~ irrespective of their geographic~l location~ distributed equit..:.bly s.~ong all Stat~s~ 

giving special consideration t0 the interests and needs of developing countries~ 

whether coaStal or lomdlocked. 

Art. 5°- Exploitation of the r,~sources of the area shall be carried out in a rational 

.moaner so as to ensu~e th@ir conservation .~md to minimize any fluctuation in the prices 

of minerols and r,_~.w mu.terials from terrestrial sources that may result from such. 

exploitation ~md adversely uffect the exports of the developing countries. 

Art° 6.- All activities in the area shall be c~i~.rried out in Such a m~ner as to protect 
. . . . 

and conserve the uatur~..,l resources Of the :area s~nd to prevent d~age to the f.:T:una .~ud 
-. 

flora of the marine environment. • • 

Art° 7.- The ar~..n shall be used exclusively for peaceful purposes. 

Art. 8.- In the activities carried out in the are~:~ the rights and legitimate interests 

of coastal States shall be respected. Consul~ations sh~:ll be maintained with the 

coastal States concerned with respect to ~ctivities relating to the exploration of the 

area end the exploitation o~f resources with ~, view to avoiding infringement of such 

rights m~d interests. Coastal States shall h~•:~ve the right to adopt such measures as 
. . . . . .  

may be necessary to prevent, mi.tig.~]~te or eliminate grave danger to their coasts or 

related interests that may result from poliution~ the threat of pollution or from any 

other hazardous occurrences resulting from 0r caused by such activities° 
.. 

CH-: P  R 

The Authority. Me.mb-crs. Functions ~.nd Powers. 

Art. 9.- The P.:~r.~1~so ¢,"~ to this Convention do hereby establish .'m Internation~ Authority 

for the Sea bed~ herein referred to ~s "The Authority ~I. 

Art 1O - The seat of The Authority sh~..l.~_ be It may be transferred by the Assem ly on 

the ~firmative vote of two thirds of its members. 

Art.ll~- Membership in the Auth0rity shall be open to all States. 

Art.12.- The Authority shall have such intern.~tioncl legal c~:.p~city as may be n~cessary 

for th~ exercise of its functions and the f°u_Ifilment of its purposes. 

Art.13.- The Authority shall enjdy in the territory of each of its members~ such 

privileges :s~d immunities as ~Lre necess~my for the fulfilment of its purposes. 

Art°14~- The International Seabed Authority~ hereby est~::blished~ is empowered: 

~ ~ . . . . . . .  .... (s,.) ..... %oprov-lde--f-or-the orderly o~d safe deve!opment s~d. rationcl ms.~agement 

of the area ~d its resources for ~he benefit of mankind~ 
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(b) to underte&e scientific research in the area; 
. . 

(c) t o  u n d e r t ~ e  e x p l o r a t i o n  of the  a r e a ,  and e x p l o i t a t i o n  o f i t s ,  r e s o u r c e s .  . 
. .  

:.a s well. as.. ell activities relating to production,, processing rmd ma, rketing~. 
.. . 

. (d) to provide for the equitable sharing~ of benefits deriving from the 
• . ., 

exploration of the area and the exploitation of its resources~ taking into account the 

special interests and needs of the developing countries, whether landlocked or coasts&; 

i n  acco:rd-~ce ~,rith p r e c i s e  c r i t e r i a  t o  be e s t a b l i s h e d  by the  AssemblY)  
- 

:(e)., to take all necessary me.e.sures, including inter olia~ control~ reduction 

or suspension of production or fixing of prices of products obtained from exploitation 

of t h e  area~ whenever  i t  deems t h a t  such p r o d u c t i o n  may have adve r se  e c o n o ~ e  e f f e c t s  

for. developing countries, exporters of r~.~.w ~~teri~:..ls; 

(f) to take measures to prevent ~ mitigate or eliminate polluti.0n or the three.t 

of p o l l u t i o n  as we l l  as o t h e r  haz-..a~pus o c c u r r e n c e s  r e s u l . t i n g  from or .c:-used by e~y. 
. .  . 

• . . . .  

activities in the area; 

(g) to. mgke, on the initiative .of interested Stc.tes or in agreement ~th them~ 

such regional or subregional czTangements~ including the establishment of subsidiary 
. . . .  : .: ..:.. "., • ., •. 

orgcm s. emd regional or subrogiono~ .fc~cilities, as it deems necessary for the exercise 
. . . . . . .  .~ ... : :" 

O f its: functions;-. . , 
• :..... ....~ .. 

• . ..... . 

.(h) to take measures to ensure the implementation of the principles ~a~d 
- .  

provisions of this. convention.. 
.. .. 

Art.15.- The Authority shall itself undertake exp!or~,.tion e~d exploitation activities 
@ 

• .. ~ ...in the, a r e a l  ..:it may~., however~ .... v~,ll . i t s e l f  f o r  t h i s  purpose  of the, s e r v i c e s  of persons~ 
. . .  

0 

• nature1 or juridical, public or private, nc'.tional or international,, by a system of 
... :4 . " • ,.,.. : . - 

.. . ,} :'-.. • 7... ~ l  

• . . . . . .  contracts or by the est:~blishment of joint ventures. The ~uthorlty itself may so 
. . . . .  

, ., .... '.. 

undortake scientific research. It may authorize other persons to carry out or under~ 

take such res~arch~ provided that the Authority me.y supervise ~uy research authorized 

by ito 
,~. .. 

Art.16..-.In order to ensure the participa.ti0n 0f developing countries on terms of 

equality with developed countries in all aspects of the activities carried out in the 

area, the Authority" 

(a) shall establish oceanogr-,.phic institutions on a region~TJ, basis for the 

training of nationals of developing countries in ell aspects of maprine science sad 
• [ .... 

technology; . 
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(b) sh011 provide to developing countries on request technical assistsmce stud 

experts in the field of o~,~,anographic exploration and exploitation~ 

(c) shall adopt all appropriate measures to ensure the employment of qualified 

personnel from developing countries in all aspects of the activities carried out in the 

ares; 

(d) shell give priority to the ~ location in developing countries of processing 

plaints for the resources extracted from the area; 

(e) shall, in the conclusion of contracts ~id the establishment of joint 

ventures, give due consideration to entities from developing countries; shall make 

adequate plcms to promote the creation and development of such entities end reserve 

zones within the area for preferential exploitation by such entities° 

Art.17.- Authorization for scientific research shell be granted to stay entity offering~ 

in the judgment of the Council~ the necessary guarsntees as to its tecbnicsl competence 

and undert~king to assume responsibility for any damage that may be c~.used to the 

marine environment end to comply with the regulations adopted in this regard by the 

Authority Such authori ~" • . zatlon may be denied whenever, in the judgment of the CounCil~ 

there are reasons to believe that the proposed activitiGs do not have a peaceful 

purpose~ or theft they are to be pursued with a view to financial g~in or that they ~ure 

likely to involve risks to the marine environment. 

Authorization may else be revoked at any time for violation of the applicc:ble 

regulations adopted by the Authority. 

Art.18.- The Authority shall at all times have access to all research data as well as 

to interim and final results of research. Such results and data must be communicated 

to the Authority before their publication or communication to other institutions or 

governments. 

Art.19.- The Authority has the right to supervise at all times all stages of stay 

scientific research programme which is carried out in the area or to participate in 

any or all stages Of such research whenever it considers participation desirable. 

C H A P T E R IIl 

ST}{tmTtJm~' 

Organs 

Art.20.- The principal orgs~s of the Authority shall be the Assembly~ the Cou~cil~ the 

International Seabed Enterprise (ISBE)_hereinafter referred to as the Enterprisa~_~and .... 

the Secretariat. 
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SECTION i 
. . . .  

. . . .  

Art 21 The Assembly"shall be the supreme orgmu of the inteauaationa! Seabed ~ ~' -'~ • ° -- . .. ~ t l  u~orl uy 
• . 

• .. , • .. 

and shall consist of all States members of the Authority. -.- 

Art.22.- The Asserably shall meet in ordinary .session annually. Extraordinary sessions 
. . . .  .. 

of  t h e  Assembly s h a l l  be convoked by the  s e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l  a t  t h e  re, q u e s t  of  t he  Counc i l  

or of a s~pie majority of the members. .. 

A simple ~jorityof the members shall constitute a quorum at meetings of the 

Assembly .  Each S t a t e  member of  the  Assembly s h a l l  have  one v o t e .  

• Decisions ofthe Assembly shall be taken by a majority of the members presen-~ and 
. . . 

voting o 
• 

Art.23. The Acsembly may discuss emd decide on any questions or easy matters within 
,. 

• . . 

the scope of the" present Convention or relating to the powers eaad fm~ctions of the 

A::.thority as embodied in Article i4~ andgive directions to the Council and other organs 

of the Authority on any of those questions or matters. 

Art 24. The ~' ~ " • - ~-,~ssemozy s~.all inter alia be empowered- 

(a) to elect its President and other officers 
-. 

( b ) t o  e l e c t  t h e  members of t he  Counc i l  a f t e r  h a v i n g  d e t e r ~ n e d  the  g roup  t o  

which each Contracting Party ~ll belong for the purpose of those elections, in 

accordance with the terms Of Article on the distrlout...on- ", 4 of seats; .. 

" (c)tJb deteridle its rules of procedure stud constitute such subsidiary organs 

as it may consider necessary or desirable~ 

' (d) todecide on the question of contribution; 

(e) to approve the Authority r s budget; 
. . . .  ... . . 

(f) to consider the annual i-eports from the ComicAl mud the Secretary~Geners! 

as well as any special ones w.hical it may receive, including, those submitted upon its 

o~n reque st ~ , ' 
• 

(g} to approve the regulations proposed by the Compel! relating to the 
o 

formation of contracts saad joint ventures with juridical persons, duly sponsored by 
• . 

States for the " ~ "~ " expJ.omoatmon of the resources of the area; 
• .. 

' '(h) to approve  the report of the Enterprise, subraitted through the cou_ncil;, 
• . .  

.- 

.. 
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(i) to adopt precise Criteria for the"sharing of benefits'as well as approve 

annually the plan submitted by the Council on the basis of such criteria~ 
( j )  ,= ... ,. . . . ' 

&Questzon. of the powers ~md ftuactions of the &ssembly relating to the 

Enterprise~. " ' 

" (k) ~o decide from time to time which parts of the area are Open to 

exploration and exploitation, and to establish as maybe deemed necessaryf0r the 
• . .  

orderly developtaent of the area and preservation of tile marine environment emd its 
• .. . 

living resourdes, reserve areas free fr0mexploration ~nd exploitation. 
• - .  

Art.25.- The Assemblyshall establish~ as an advisory body to the Council~ a Planning 
• . . . .  

Commission to draw up plans and make recommendations~ as may be necessary, for :the 

deve lopmen t  and use  of  t he  a r e a  and i t s  r e s o u r c e s ,  i nc lud . ing  a p p r o p r i a t e  measures  f o r "  ' 
. .  

the strengthening of the technological capability of developing countries and for 

• preventing stay fluctuation in t~e~ prices of raw materials that may adversely ~ffect the 
• . . .  

economy of developing countries® 

SECTION 2 

COUNCIL ' 

Art.26.- The Council shall~comprise 35 members emd Shall meet as often as necessary 
• ... 

for the~performance of its fmnctionso 
• 

A r t . 2 7 . -  Members  of  t he  C o u n c i l  s h a l l  be e l e c t e d  by t he  Assembly~ f rom t h e  l i s t s  , 

prepared in accordance with Article... having due regard to the principle of equitable 
. . . .  

geographical repre sentati0n ~ 

Art 28 - The members of the Council o ~ • . sh~l~ serve for a term Of three years ea~d shall be 

e l i g i b l e  f o r  r e - e l e c t i o n .  E l e c t i o n s  sh.~...~l be h e l d  e v e r y  y e a r .  The Assembly s h a l l  

determine~ by drawi~ag lots~ after the first election~ that the mandate of twelve members 

shall ex~oire at the end Of one year and that Of twelve other members at the end of two 
.. , .. 

years. ' 

A r t ° 2 9 ° -  Each member of  t h e  Counci l  s h ~ l  have one v o t e °  Subs teaa t ive  d e c ~ . s i o n s 0 f  
• . 

the Council shall be made by a two-thirds majority .of themembers of the Council 
• ~ 

present and voting. " Procedural decisions (including the question as to whether a 
.a 

particular decision is substentive) shall be made by a simple majority of members of the 

Council ~ present end Voting, .... ' 

Art. 30°- The uouncl_~ "i shall electits Chairmem~ three Vice-Ch&irmen and one Rapporteur 

for a term of one year. 

.................... The-~hairman~ or in case of his inoapacity~-the-Vice~Chairm~m~ appointed by him ....... 

s h a l l :  

Convene and conduct the meetings of the Council and carry out such other 

functions as may be assigned to him by the Council° 
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Art.31.- Any Contracting Party not represented on the Co~ci! may participate wi-bhout 
rl ~ ' ]  vote in the consideration by the ooun~L of ~ny question which is of particular interest 

to it, " 
... .- . 

Art.32,- The powers ~ud duties of the Council shall be to: 
• . 

.,. 

(a) submit ,annual reports tO the Assembly as well: as special reports which 

it may deem necessary or when requested by the Assembly; 

(b) determine its rules of procedure~ . 

i c) propose %o the Assembly the estabiish_mm~t of subsidiary org~s, as may 
• . . 

~ ] " . 

be necessary or deslrao_e i m~d the definition of their duties~ . 

.. 

(d) to  make recommendations to  the  Assembly as t o  the  c o n t r i b u t i o n  of  member 
" i ' .  " • 

States; ..- 

(e) submit proposed budgets to the Assembly for its approve, and supervise 
• . 

their execution 

( f )  i s s u e  r e g u l a t i o n s  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  s ] i  a c t i v i t i e s  unde r t aken  i n  the area~ 

including ~h0se related tothe resources thereof, and supervise those activities, in 

accorde~ce with such Criteria s.s may be laid dram by the Assembly~ 

(g) su~mit:to the Assembly proposed rules 2.ud regulations on the for~ation of 
.. . . - .~ . 

joint ventures w~.ith juridic~& persons~ duly sponsored by Stabes~ for the e~ploration 

-and e ~ p l o i t a t i o n  of the  r e s o u r c e s  of the a r e a ;  

(h) submit to the Asse~oly the scale of distribution among Contracting Parties 
, 

of oenez_ts from activities in the area~ 

( i )  a u t h o r i z e  s c i e n t i f i c  r e s e a r c h  i n  the  are-~.; 
• . 

(j) set l~l]es e~d st~md~ras for the prevention of pollution . and contam~uation 

of the  mar ine  mavirol~ment from seabed a c t i v i t i e s ~  

(k) ~.o.opt,~, for the benefit of developing countries~ measures designed to 
. . 

attain the aims set forth in ,Art. 16. 

(i) to make recommendations to the Assembly with respect to reserve areas as 

provided for inArt.24j 

/_rm) (question of the powers and fm~ctions Of the Council with regaEl to the 
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. .,.. 

SECTION 3 
.. 

THE IENTERPRISE 

Art.33.- The Enterorise is the organ of th Authority empowered to m~dertake all 
. .. 

tecbmicai, industrial or commerci~_l activities relating to the exploration of the area 
: 

and s~[pioitation of its resources (by itself, Or in joint ventures with jurlalcs,=" "~" " 

persons duly sponsored by States). 

Art.34o- The Enterprise shall have m~ independent legal personality and such legal 
• . 

capacity as maybe necessary for the exercise of its functions and the fulfilment Of its 
• . . 

, . • - 

purpose s, 

Art.35.- (Questions relating to the structure and functiOns of the Enterprise). 

SECTION 4 

' THE SECP~TARIAT 

Art,36.- There shall be a Secretary-General, elected by the Assembly for a term Of 

five ~ ~rs The Secretary-General shall be the chief administrative officer of the 
.[ . 

Authority. ~. 
" . • 

Art 37,- The Secre' ~ ~ - ' ~  . -oary-Gener:~l sn;.~.±_, act in that caps, city in all meetings of the 

Assembly m%d the Council and shall perform such other duties as are enT.rusted to him by 
. .  

these organs° He shall ms/~e ~,~ s_nnual report to the Assembly on the work of the 

Authority° .. 

Art.3g.- The Secretary-General shs~i act in an advisory capacity to the Enterprise. 
• . .c .. ... 

Art,59,~ The Secret ary-Geners~ shall be responsible for the distribution of ~" -- ~o.~_~ 

information obtained from scientific research in the area. 

o o "  ~ "I _.. Art 40 The Secretarzr-General oh:.l_, draw the attention 6f the Council to any matter 
.. 

• 

which in his opinion ~my require its urgent consideration. 

Art../+]..- !n +;he perfolnuance of their duties the Secretary-Genersl and the staff sh~i 

not seek or receive instructions from ca ly Government or from any other authority 

e~.~.~n~l to the Authority., They shall refrain from any action which might reflect on 
.. 

their position as international officials responsible onlyto the Authority. 

Art.42.- Each Member of the Authority tmdertakes to respect the exclusively inter- 

national cha~acter of the responsibilities of the Secretary-Geners3_ and the sts_ff and 

shall not seek to influence them in the discharge of their responsibilities. 

o " "  " ' ;  "~" 1 ... Art.43 The st,_~f shall be appointed by the Secretary-General under regulations 

established by the-issemb~,?,- ..................................................... 
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Art°44.- Appz~opriate st~,ffs shs21 be p~rmane~it].y assigned to the Asscmbiy stud the 

t Council~ s~d~ as required~ o other orgsms of the Authority, These staffs shall fonm 

a part of the Secretariat. 

Art.45.- The par~1ount consider~tion in the employment of the st s2f m~d in the 

determination of the conditions of service shall be the necessity of securing the 

highest sts~dards of efficiency, competence, and integrity. Due regard sh~ll be paid 

to the importsi~ce of recruiting the staff on ~s wide a geographical basis ~s possible. 

t, -' CHAPTER IV 

SETTLEMENT OF DISPUTES 

C~PTER V 

FINAL PROVISIONS 

(Questions relating to o]nendalents 7 ratifiCation, accessions 3 reservations~ entry into 

force~ etc.) 


	MAIN MENU
	PREVIOUS MENU
	---------------------------------
	Search CD-ROM
	Search Results
	Print

