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.Il..."l‘f'l'..’
CHAPTER T
Fundamental prlnc1ples
Art. 1.~ The Sea Bed and Ocean Floor snd the subsoil thersof beyond the limits of

“national- gurlsdlctlon (herexnafter referred o as "the area“) as well as its

resources are the common herltage of manklnd.
Aft 2 ~ The aresa and its resourced shall not be subject to approprlatlon by any"
neans whatsosver by States or persons, natural or Jurldlcal and rio State shall
claim or exercise soverelgnty over any part of the area and its resources, nor
- shall i% cleaim or exer01se any ‘rights except as herelnafter provided.
Art, 3.~ chlu31ve Jjurisdiction over the area and admlnlstratlon of its reseurces

shall be exercised on behalf of manklnd by the Authority established under this
Conventlon. 7
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Art. 4.- The benefits obt-insd from exploitation of the rosources of the areo shall be
distributed eqpit;bly:among 51l Stotes, irvespective of their ge cographical location,
giving specionl consideration te the interecis and needs of developing countries,
whether coustul or laondlocked. | ' '
Art. 5.- Exploitation of the r@sourceé of the nrean shnll be carried out in o rationcl
monnsr so as te ensure their conservetion ond to minimize cny fluctuation in the prices
of minercls and row moteriazls from terrsstrinl scurces that moy result frqm such -
exploitotion and sdversely offect the éxports of the developing ecountrics.
Arb. 6.~ £13 sebivities in the nren she 11 be earried out in such o L monner as to protect
and conserve the naturcl resources of the ares cnd to prevent domage to the fruna and
flora of tﬁe marine envircnment.
Art. 7.- The zroa ghe ll be used vxclu51vely for perceful purposes.
Art. 8.~ In the activities carried out in the arer, the rights ond legitimate 1ntcrests
of coustal Stutes shall be respected.  Consultations shell be meintained with the
coastal States concerned with respect to obivities relating to the sxploration of the
aren ond the exploitation of resources with & view o nvoiding infringement of such
rights =nd interests. Coastal Stqtes sh:ll h ve the right to adopt such mecsures os
may be necsssary to prevent, mltlg te or olimina e greove danger to their cousts or
reloted interests thot may result froﬁ:ﬁﬁi;ﬁtlon, the threat of pollution or from any
other hozardous occurrences resultlng from or caused by such activities.
| CHAPTER II |
The Authority. Mambers, Functioné and Powers.

irt, 9.« Thz Perties to this Convpntlon do hereby establish on International Auvthority

for the Sesn bed, hercin referred to us WThe Suthorityi. |

Art.10.~ The saat of The Authorlty shell be - It moy bg’trmnsferrvd by the Assembly on

the affirmative vote of two thirds of its members. ‘ '

Art.ll. - Mbmbershlp in the Authorlty sholl bz open to 211 St tes.'

Art.12.~ The Authority shsll hove sueh internctionsl 1vgql cap: welby ns moy be nuceSSqry

for fh@ exercise of its functions and the fulfilment of its purposes.

Art.13.~ The Authority shall enjoy in the territory of each of its members, such

privileges and immunities as ore necessory for the fulfilment of its purﬁoéeé.

Art.ld.~ The Internntioncd Senbed Authority, hereby est-blished, is empowerad:
 (a)mtomprovide-ﬁer the orderly =nd scfe develepment cnd rotionel mencgement

of the ares tnd its resources for the besnefit of mankind;
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(b) to underteke scientific resesrch in the are:; _
(e) to undertake exploration of the ares, rnd expTOLtwtlon of its resources
.as wall as. adl netivities relating to productlon, processing znd marketlng,

(&) bo provids for the equiteble shcrlng of benefiis der1Vﬂnc from the
exploration of the arec and the exploitation of its resources, taking iunto account the
gpecial interests and needs of the developing countries, whether landlocked or cobs+%lj
in accordesnece with precise criteric to be eStubllShpd by the hssembly,

(e), to take all necessery megsures, includlng inter alis, conirol, reductwon
or SuSPensmon of production or fixing of prices of products obtnined from exploitotion
of the aren, whenever it deems that such production may have adverse economidiéffecté
for developing countries, exportors of row meterisls; . -

(£) to tuke measures to prevent, mitigate or ellmlnute pollutlon or the tbreﬁt

of pollution as well =zs othbrhazardmm:occurrences rbsultlng from or e used by oy

setivities in the arec; ‘
(g to m.kc, on the 1n1t1Lt1vu of interested Stotes or in ngeement with them,

such regioncl or subregionai srrongements, 1nclud1ng the esta bllshmEht of sub51alwry
organs ond regional or subruglon.l facilitiss, as 1t deems necessary for the exerclse
of its functlons,; . o . o

A{h) to tzke measures to ensure the implementstion of the princiﬁlés éﬁ&r
provisions of this convention. | | ‘ |
Art.15.,- The Authorit& shéll>itself undertake EXP;orﬁtipn end exploitotion cetivities
An the area; it may, however, avail itself for this DUIrpPose of the services of persons,
:nuturz; or. juridical, public or private, nc tlonql or 1nternﬂtlon<l, by = syst m of
cantrectes or by the estfbllshmsnt of joint v\,nturesv The &uthorlty 1tself may also
undarteke sclentific resehrch. Tt mey suthorize other persons 40 carry oub or undbrm
tcke such research, provided thot the Authority mey supervise ony research authorized
by it. ' , - - |
Art 16.~ In order to ensure the particip;tion pf deﬁéloping-countries on'tefms of
equality with developed countriésiiﬁ ali capacts of the netivities carried out in the
arezy the Authority: o ' _

(a) sholl establish oceanogrephic institutions on o reglonal basis for the
training of notionals of developing countries in #11 aspects of morine sclence nnd

technology; . e —_ , ‘ S
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(v) shall provide to dsvaloping countries on regucst techniCQl'&ssistance and
experts in the field of ozaanograrhie exploration and exploitation;

{e) shall adopt &ll appropriate measures to ensure the employment of quelified
personnel‘from de%eloping countries in all éspects of the setivities carried out in the
aren; ' :

| (a) shrll give priority to the locztion in developing countries of processing.
plants for the resources sxtrncted from the area; '

7 {e) shell, in the conclusion of controets ond the establishment of joint
ventures, give due consideration to entities from developing countries; shall make
adequete plons to promote the creation and development of such entities ‘and reserve
zones within the nres for preferentiasl exploitation by such entiiies.

Art.17.-  Asuthorization for scientific research shall be granted to sny entity offering,
in the judgment of the Council, the necessary guarcntees ss to its technicél competence
and undertcking to assume responsibility for any damage that may be coused to the
morine environment and to comply with the reguldations sdopted in this regard by the
Aufhority._ Such nuthorization msy be denied whenever, in the judgment of the Counecil,
there ore reasons to believe that the proposed setivitics do not have a peacaful
purpose, or thet they are to be pursued with o view to fingneial gein or thet they are
likely to involve risks t0 the marine cnvirenment.
futhorizetion mey also be revoksd ot cny time for violation of the appliceble
regulations adopted by the Authority. |
Art.18.~- The iuthority shell ot all times have access to all research data as well as
to interim and final results of research. Such résﬁlts end data must be communicated
to the Authoritj before their publicafion or comumication to other institutions or
governménts.
ATt.19.~ The Authority has the right to supervise at all times ali stages of eny
scientific research programme which is carried out in the area or ‘o participate in
any or all stages'bf such research whenever it considers participation desirable.
' CHAPTER_III |
STRUCTURE
Crgans
Art.20.- The principal organs of the Authority shell be the Assembly, the Council, the

Internationel Seabed Enterprise (ISBE) hereinafter referred to as the Enterprise, and

the Secretariat.



A/BC.138/49
pags 5

SECTIOV 1
Tn_ﬂAssamle
Art.2l.- The issembly shall be the sunreme organ of the Internstional Seabed Au Oflty
and shall consist of all States members of the Authorltya
Art.22.- The hssembly shall mest in ordlnary session anmually. Extraordinary sessions
of the Assembly shall be convoked by the Secretary—General at the request of the Councdl
or of a slmple najority of the members. ‘
A simple majority of the members shall constitute a quorum at meetings of the
Assembly. Each Stafe member of the Assenbly shall have one vote. '
Decisions of “the Assembly shall be taken by a mgjority of the mumbers present and
voting. o _ | _ ' _
Art.23.~ The Azsembly may discuss and decide on any questions or ény‘mapters within
the scops of the present Convention or reléting to the powers and functions of the
A;thbrity as embodied in Article 14, and glve directions to the Cowncil and other organs
of the Authoflty on any of those QHESblOﬂS or matters. |
Art.24.~ The Assembly shall intsr alia be emppwered:
 (e) %o elect its President and othéfhbfficers;

(b) to elect the members of the‘Géuncil after having determined the group io
which each Contrascting Party will belong for the purpose'of those siections, in
accordance with the terms of Avticle on fhe distribution of saats;

" (c) fo determine 1ts rules of proceduré aﬁd constitute such subsidiary organs
as 1t may consider necessary or desirable;

{@) to decide on the question of contrlbutlone

(e} to approve the Authority's budget;

(f) to consider the amual reports from the Council and the Sec:J:'etau"@ﬂw(‘zezrleI‘a'1
as well as any Sp@gl&l ones which it maj_recelve, 1nc1uu1ng those submitted upon its -
oun reguest; '

' (g) to approve the regulations proposed by thé Council relating to the
formation of contraéts and joint ventures with juridical persons, duly sponsored by
States for the exnioitation of the resources of the area;

(1) to approve the report of the Enterprlse, submitbed. thirough the Coumcily
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(1) to edopt precise oriteris for the sharing of benefits as well as approve
annualiy the plan submltted by the Council on the basis of such crlterla,

(i) Lyuest¢on‘of the povers and fuact;ons of the Assembly relating to the
Enterprise/. | o .

| . (k) to decide from time to time which parts of the area are open to
exploratlon and exploitation; and to sstablish as may be deemed necessary for the
orderly development of the arez and preservation of the marine env1ronmsnt and its
living resourdss, reserve sress free from exploratlon end exploitation.
Art.25,- The Assbmbly shall establish, as an advisory body to the Coun01l, a Plannlng
Commi ssion to drew up plans and mzke recommendations, as may be necessary, for the
development and use of the area and its resources, ineluding appropriata neasures for
the strengthening of the technologlcel capability of developing countries end for
preventlng any‘fluctuatlon in the prices of raw materials that may edversely affect the
economy of developing countries.
SECTION 2
COUNCIT,

Art.26.- The Council shallqcomprise 35 members and shzll meet as often as necessary
for the performsnce of its functions. o
Art.27.- Members of the Council shall be elected by the Assembly, from the lists
prepared in accordance with Article,.. having due regard to the principle of equiﬁablé
geographical féprésentaticn;'m' k o
Art,28.-~ The members of the Council shall serve for o term of three years snd shall be
eligible for rve~election. Elections gholl be held every year. The Assembly shall
determine, by drawing lots, after the first election, that the nmendate of twelve members
shall expire #t the end of one Jsbr and thut of twelve other members at the end of two
years. :
ATt.29,~ Each membsr of the Council shell have one vote. Substantive decisions of
the Council shall be made by & two-thirds mejority of the members of the Councili
present and voting, = Procedursl decisions (including the question es to whether a
particular decision is substantive) she¢? be mede by & simﬁle majority of members of the
Council’ present and voting. ' ' . '
Art.30.~ The Council shell elect its Chalrmen, three Vice-Chaizmen and one Rapporteur

for a term of one year.
The Chalrman, or in case of his incapaeityy the Vice~Chairman, appointed by him.
shall:
Convene and conduct the mestings of the Council end carry out such other

functions as may be assigned to him by the Counecil.



A/40.138/49
nage 7 ‘

Art.3L.~ Any Contra ctlng Perty not reoresented on the Council may participate without
vote in the considsration by the Council of sny guestion which is of particunlar interast
to it, ‘ o
ATt.32,- The powers and duties of the Council shall be to - |

(a) subﬁit”annual reports to the Assembply as well!as special réﬁﬁ%ts_which
it may deem ne¢essary or when requested by the Assembly;

(b) determlne its rules of procedure;

( } propose to the Assembly the establlshmenu of sub31d1ary o;gﬁns, as may
be necessary or a831ramle, and the definition of their duties; ‘

(d) to moke recommendations to the Assembly es to the contribution of member
States; B B
| (e) suﬁmit proposed budge{s to the_Assembly for its approval, and supervise
their execution; o ’ 7 '

- ‘. (f) issue regulations‘pertaining to 211 activities undertaoken in the ares,
including ﬁhﬁée related to'the résources thereof, and supervise those_activitigs, in
accordance with such Crluerl& &8 may be laid down by the Assembly; 7 |

(g) submlt to the Assembly proposed rules and regulstions on the formatlon of
Jomnt ventures wmnh Juridienl persons, duly sponsored by Stsbes, for the exploratlon
and exploitation of the resources of the ares;

‘(h; submit to the Assembly the scale of diétribution among Contracting Parties
of benefits from nctivities in the ares; ' o

(i) suthorize scientific research in the aren;

(j) set rules and standards for the prevention of pollutlon and contamination
of the marine environment from seabed ﬁct1v1t1e5f o )

(k) adopt, for the benefit of developing countrise, measures designed %o
ettain the aims set forth in .4rt. 16.

(1) to meke recommendations to the Assemc;y with respecn to reserve areas as
provided for in Art.’ ?43, '

/() (queleon of the powers sand functions of the Council with regard to the

Enterprise)_/
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SECTION 3

] . : THE ENTERPRISE :
Art.33,~- The Enteravise is the organ of th- Authority empowerﬂd to undertske wlkrl
technicel, industrial or commercisl activiiies relating to the exp;oratlon of the area
and sxploitation of .its rescurces (by itself, or in 301nt antures with Jurlalc_w_
persons duly sponsored by Stetes). ‘
Art.34.~ The Enterprise shall have an Lﬂddp“ndent legn1 personality and such legal
cepacity as may be necessary for the exercise of its functions and the fulfllment of its

2

PUrposes, o .
Art.35.~- (Questions relating to the sﬁfucture and functions of the Enterprise).
SECTION 4
B : THE SECRETARIAT
Art.36.~ There shall be s Secretary-General, clected by the Assembly for = term of
five years. The Secretery-General shall bs the chief administrative officer of the

Authority..

Art.37.- The SecreuﬂrjnGenDr"l gh#1l act in that cnpgc1tv in all meetlngs of the

Assembly and the Council and sheil perform such other duties as are entrusted to h1m by
these organs. He shall meke :un annual report to tha A tssembly on the work of the

Authority. , }

Ar?SQS.»‘ The Secretary-Gensral shell act in n advisory cepacity to the Enterprise.

Art¢39,—. The Secretury-Generai shall be respon31b¢e Tor the dlstrloutlon of =11
informetion obtained from scientific resemrch in the ares. .

£15.40.~ The Secretary-Geueral sholl draw the ot tenticn of the Gouncil to gny mattexr

which in his opinion may reguire its urgent consideration.

Art.fl.— In . the performence of their duties the Secretary-General and the st;ff shall

not seek or receive instrictions from any Government or from any "other authority
erternal to the Authoritys They shell refrain from ény sction which might reflect Qﬁ_:
theiv position es international officials responsible only to the Authority. -

Art.42.~- Each Member of the Aubhority undertskes to respect ths excluqively inteps

national chavactor of the responsibilities of the Sscretary-Goneral and the staff and
shall not seek to infiuence them in the discharge of their responsibilities.

Art,43.~ The stalff shaell be appointed by the Secretary-General under regulatlons

established by the. Assembly.
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Art.44.~ Appropriate stoffs shall be permemently sssigned o the Assembly and the
Council, and, =s required, Lo other organs of the Authority. These staffs shali form
a part of the Secretariat.
Arte45.~ Ths paramount considerstion in the employment of the staff and in the
determination of the conditions of service shall be the necessity of securing the
highest stendords of efficiency, competence, and integrity. Due regard shall be peid
to the imporitence of recruiting the staff om as wide a geographical basis ns possible,
CHAPFTER IV
SETTLEMENT OF DISPUTES

CHAPTER V
FINAL PROVISICNS

(Questions relating to amsndments, retification, sccessions, reservetions, entry into
& ? ’ s ’

foree, etc.)
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