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I-ntroduction: The present working-paper contains suggestions with respect to a 
• , .. .. 

number of specific matters to be regulated, intgr alia, in an 

• International Sea-bed Convention. 

I. Lim~'ts'aud status of the international area: 
_ :  . . . . . .  , . .  , ~ - ~ = :  - ~ _  _ _  _ - . . . .  

A. The international area shall comprise all sea-bed and subsoil outside the 

area of the territorial sea (the. maximum breadth of which is 12 miles measured 
• • ' k ~  

from the base'line)and beyond the' submarine areas adjacent to the coasts of 

States. For the purpose of. %his article submarine areas are considered to be 

adjacent to the coast of a particular State if 

- either their • depth does not exceed 200 metres, 

-or they underl2 a belt of sea the breadsh of which is 40 ~iles measured from 
". - 

the base-line of the territorial sea~ according to the choice between the two 
. . . . . . . . .  . . . . .  

methods of delimitation to be made by that.particulam State ~t the moment of 

ratification. The choice shall be final and the method of • delimitation chosen 

shall apply to the ~.~ole of the coastline of that particular State. 

B, ~ In the international area all powers relatingto the exploration and 

exploitation of its mineral resources are exercised either by or on behalf of 

the Internatio~l Authority. "On behalf of the International Authority" means 

that (a) any State powers Within the international area are based on and defined 

in a licence given by the International Authority and (b) are exercised under 

supervision of the International Authority, while (c) disputes relating to 
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existence ~md exercise of these po:rers are to be settled by sm .impartial 

tribunal at the request of sm~ member State or the Interna~ionsl Authority. 
• 

C. l/ithin the international area s. belt of sea-oed an~. subsoil c0nti~~.ous 

tothe adjacent, subnmrine area ~.s dete~nined in accordance with para~Taph ~:~ 

above, and having a breadth oi ~ ~.O miles measured from the outer limit o.~ such 

~ ~.t. . " _. -~ " adjacent subr~m.rine area, o~al.] con itutc the coastal State ~rio-,'it~ zone 

In this zone the intexaaational AuthorAty cannot either exDlore and e]<~?loit 

directly (see point III below or license exploration and e]~ploitation by a .. 

State, without consent of the coastal State. 

II. Rgpresent~ti0n , , 
• t 

Nember States to be di-~ided into t:~o categories, (~ate~/:ory A consists of 

primarily coastal State~" catego~'y L of primarily non-coastal Status. Es.ch 
• , 

menfoer State shall indic~-~.te at the moincnt of ratification to Wl~ich cate~'ory it 
, 

belongs In any o~.gsm of the Internationb.1 Authority, in ~,rhich not all States 

members are represented (sucl~ as the Cotmci!) there should be an esual ntu~:ber 

of representatives of cs, tecory , ~n£ of category D. ?~ithin 'each cate{~]ol~ 
• 

developing countries shouig be s, dec.Uately represented. 

III. Poi~yers of" the Inteiuastional Luthority 

TheAssembly r m, y upon reco:om~.endation of the Council decide to estabiish 

a body charged ~:rith direct explo~s.tion, iexploitation sl~d n~,r'xetin n (including 

the direct licensing of a pri.~..te or ~i!blic. enterprise, joint-ventures e~d 
• 

service-contracts) of a. specified ps.rt of' the inteluaational area. 
, 

I ". Faci!ities for landloc~:ed St~tes • 

k%en theCouncil of the intelmational Authority licenses a lsndloched 

State, acting:, alone or together with smother State, to e:,~pioit a particular 
.. 

part of the intel~u%tional area it shall- in accordence with the -~'ight of free 

access of land-locked cotmtries to the sea- recor~mlend arr~gements bett:een 

the landloc1~-ed State and on~ oz' ,.:ore other member States d6~,].&m,~d to ensure 

effective freedom of colz:]unication between the landloC:ed State sad the area 

under licence, for the purpose of exploration, exploitation, ±ncludin~ storage 

sad processing ~ud mar.'._'eting of the mineral resources of that are°. 
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In the exercise of its powers the Intern&tional Authority shall at all 

times take duly in to  accom'lt the pl~imaI3r " ~ o s e  of p romot i r~ . t he  development 
. .  

of developing Countries, inter alia .by (a)~avoiding .or compensating, ~lhere 
-. .. 

necessary, possible adverse effects ofexploitation of any part of the 

international area on such development (2) contributing an appropriate part 

of its revenues to such development, an~ .(c) furthering participation of 

~eVeloping~"cbuntr±es in the activitie~ unde rtsl~en by .it or on itsbehalf. 

Sharing of b e n e f i t s  s l ~ l l  be equi tab le  and, in p r i n c i p l e ,  r e l a t e d  to need, 

talcing into consideration the stage Of economic development of each 

member State. 

.o ;. 
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