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- INTRODUCTION

1. During the digcussions at the-General'AésembIV's ﬁwenﬁy*second session of'ﬁhe
item oroposed by Malba (A/6/95),g/ sevérél delegations favoured the enunc1at¢an
by the General Assembly of certain basic principles either in the form of a
declaration or of a resolution to apply to the use by States of the area '

_ envisaged in the title of the item. Such principles; it was stated, could guide
whatever body the Assembly decided te establish to study the matter further.

On the.other hand, it was recognized that this question required careful'study"
and some delegations felt that to adopt hastily a set of legal principles without
hgving first congidered all aspects of the quégtion“would only create further
difficulties. ' ' B

2. The Assembly in resolution 2340 (XXII), unanimously adopted on

18 Decenber 1967, recognized in the preamble to the regolution "the common
interest of wankind in the sea-bed and the ocean floor”™ and "that the exploratlon
and use of the sea—bed and the ocean floor, and the sub501l thereof, as
contemplated in the title of the item, should be conducted in accordance with the
principies and purposes of the Charter of the United Natiotis, in the interest of
maintaining internatiohnal peace and security and for bthe benefit of mankind". _it
regquested the Ad Hoc Gommittee which it established by that resclution to.submit
to it a study which'would include, inter alia,'"an.indicatioﬁ regarding practical
meansg to promote internaticnal po—operatlon in the ez ploratlon, conservation and

use of the gea-bed and ocean floor, and the subsoil thereof «es and of their

TES0OUrCES ...,

3. The Ad Hoc Committee, in considering this part of its mandate, received
proposals from various member States of.thé.committee for a draft declaration of
nprihciples (see below). In its report to:thé Generai Assenbly at the twenty-third
session, it set forth two Sets of proposals which had received support in the

Ad Hoc Committee: {a) Draft declaration- of gener al pr1nc:ples proposed fom
submission to the General Assembly; and {b) Drafu-statement of sgreed principles
proposed for submission tc the General Assembly (A/?250? para. 88). It was stabed
in the Committee's report that it had been_emphasized_"that the gquestion of the

elaboration of a set of principles needed'further Consideration and study and that

__g/- The title of the item as dlscussed was as Tfollows: "Txamination of the

question of thé rescrvation exclusively ror péaceful purposes of the sza<bed
and the ocean floor, and the sub501l thereor, beyond the limits of pxegent

national jurisdiction',
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at.the prezgent time this would be prémature"c It vas also stated that it vas
believed "that the progress so far achieved would be most useful in faciliteting
the attainment of final agreement on more poq1t ive action by the Genera¢ Asseribly
at its twenty-third session® (A/7230, paras. u9 and 90) '

L. During congideration of the Ad Hoc Committee's report by the General Assembly
at its twenty-third session, varioué draft resolutions relating to the adontizn

of a declaration of prlnc1ples were submitted to the General Agsembly (uee bel LW)
With the agreement of the sponsors of these dvafi resolutions, it was decided to
traﬁsmit them for congideration o the staﬁding committee which it was proposed
to establish (A/7477, para. 16). It was stated in the First Committee by the
representative of the ﬁnited States (A/C.l/PV.lSMB) and in the plenary meeting

by the representative of India (A/PV.1752) that it was understood that those
propogals submittéd to the Ad Hoc Committee would also be referred to the
Standing Committee. | .

5e In the preamble to resolution oL6T A {3 III)g establishing the Standing
Committee, the General Assembly, inter alis, reaflirmed the objectives of its
resolution 2340 (XXIT), recognized "that it ig in the interest of mankind as a
whole To favour the exploration and use of the sea-bed and the ocean floor ang the
subsoii thereof, beyond the limits of national Jurisdiction, for peaceful
purposes”, congidered that Yit is important to promote 1nternatlonal co~operation
for the ex@loration and exploitation of the rescurceg of this area” and stated that_ 
it was convinced that "such exploitation should be carried out for the benefit.of'
mankind as a whole, irregpective of the geographical location of States, taking

into account the special interests and needs o0 the developing countries”.
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IT. PROPOSALS 5UBMITTED IN R‘ “"lOF T“ PRI NCIPIES

6. The texts of the proposals submitted in the gd Hoe Committee and at the
twénty—fhird session of fhe Geﬁeral Agsembly in relatioﬁ to'principlés for ﬁhe
use of:the sea#bed and the ocean floor beyond the limits_bf maﬁioﬁal]juile”1CL1Jn
are annexed to the present paper, exéept that vhere the text of proposals are-
identical. save-for a few VdTlathﬂS they are only reproduced once, with an
indication of changes and with the relevant reierences under subsequent hea ings.

7. ™e following formal proposals were'submiuued {in chronological Qrder).

(a) In the Ad Hoc Committee

(1) India: draft declération of legal principles governing-the regservatiocn
exclusively for peaceful pu poses of the sgea~bed and the Qcéan fioOr;.énd-the
subsoil therecf, underlying the high scas beyond the limits of present national
jurisdiction, and the uses of their resources in the interests of manlkingd |
(A/AC.135/21 of 20 June 19668 ). 7 |

{2) TUnited States of America: araft regslution containing statement of
principles concéfning the deep ocean Tloor (A/AC.135/25 ofb28'June'l968).

(3) Working paper on the draft declarabion of general principles bfopbsed
by Argentlpa, Brazil, Céylon, Chile, Ecuador, £l Salvador, India, Kenya, Liberia,
Libya, PakiStan,_Peru; Thailand, United Arab Republic, and Uhited,Républic of
Tanzania._concerning the item "Examination of the questlon of the reservatlon
exclusively for peaceful purposes of the sea~§e4 and the Ocean floor, and Hhe
subsoil tnpreof undcrlylnc the hlgh seas bcvonﬂ the llmlts of presen* natlbnal :
jurisdiction, and the use of their resources in the interests of mankind® '
(A/AC;155/36 of 28 August 1968). |

(i) Draft decleration of general. principles proposed for submiszsion to the
General Agsembly (Jnco po;atej in the ég_ﬁgp Committee's report to the General
Agsenbly, A/7230, para. 88 gene1a¢ly referred to as "the A princi pL&c") The
text of this draft uecldratlon is in substance icentical with that of the woriiing

(3) above.é/

{5) Draft gtatenent of agireed principles propoSed for submissicn to the

paper referred to under

General Assembly (inccrporated in the Ad Hoc Committee's report to the Generai

Assembly (A/72%0, peara. 88, generally referred 5 as "the B principles")). .

é/ For textual wvariationsg, zee annex. . : SRR : -



Fom

L

AJAC.158/7
S Bnglish
Page 5

(b) In the First Committee at the General Assembly's twenty-third session

(6) Mexico: draft resclution {(A/C.1/L.B50 of 4 Wovember 1968 ).

(7) Cyprus: draft resslution (A/C.1/L.452 of 5 November 1968), laber
revised and co-gponsored by Uruguay and subseguently by Liberia:(Acsl/i.h52/Rev.l
and Add.l of 7 and & NoVembér 1668 ). . o :

(8) Malta,:M@uritius and United Repﬁblic 55,Taazania: draft resolution
(4/C.1/1.433 and Corr.l of 5 and 6 Wovenber 1963)= . , . _ . _

(9) Iiveria: -draft resolutien (A/C.1/L.13L and Ref.l of 6 November 1260 ).
This was later withdrawn bj’Liberia, which becanme instead a co~gsponsor of Jdraflt
resolution A/C.1/T.432/Rev.l (See (6)). | o

_ (10) Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Ecuadof, El Salvédorj Libya, Peru and Spain:
draft resolution, subsequently co~sponsofed by Costa Rica, Honduras, Nicaragua and
Trinidad and Tobago snd by Cuatemala and Haiti (4/C.1/1.. 437 and Add.1 and 2 of
6, f -and 8 November ). The text of this draft vesslution is almost identical to

that referred to under (3) and (&) above.g/

m

/ For' wariaticns, sse anncis

foaEs
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ITI. PRINCIPLES CONEAENFD IN THE P”OPO ALS TRANSMITIED TO THE.
STANDING COMMITTLE

_8. The propogals transmitted Lo the Standing Comittee contaln varlous'cox on
concepts, certain variations of these_conceptw_aﬁd ccrtaln dlffertnt combunmtlans: f
and'formulatidﬁs of the concepts. Taking ag-a-bsglsuthe two sets of principles
incorporated in paragraph 38 of the r&port of the I Joc Committee {which, for
convenience, are referred to ag the mpt pr1n0lples_and.the np principles), .an
~attempt iu m@dé here to group the common EIEmegts in all the proposals and ta
'indicéfe differences in formulation. In order to do so0, it has been necessary
to take certain.phrases out of their exact context and a_certéin amount of |
dupiication has.also'proved inevitable. It should be emphasized, however, that
dgiegaﬁions submitting proposals stressed the unity of their proposals. Relerence
should therefore also be made to.the texts of the proposals, which are annexed to
the pregent paper. It should be emphasized thét the order in Which the comon
‘elements have been grouped,, and the headings employed for this'purpose are purely’
for the sake of convenience. Where references are made to the "A" principles, ;
they should be baken as applying also to docunent A/AC.135/%6 (submitted in the
Ad Hoc Committee by Argentina, Bragzil, Ceylon, Chile, Ecuador, El Salvador, India,
Kenya, Liberia, Libya, Pakistan, Peru, Thailand, United Arab Republic and United
Republic'of Tanzania) and document A/C.1/L.U37 and Ad4d.l and 2 (submitted in
the First Committee by Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Costa Ricab Ecﬁador, El Sclvador,
Guatemala, Haiti, Honduras, Libya, Nicafagua, Perug Sméin and Trinidad and Tobago)u
9. In.addition to the differences in the Tormmletion of various concepts, there
are also differences in their mode of presentation. Thus, the A" principles |
(end documents A/ACg155/56 and A/C.1/L.437), the "B principles and the proposals
submitted by India {A.ﬁ04135/21) and Mexico fﬁ’C.l/L.M5G) envisaged a declaration
to be aq0pted by the General Assemoly) whereas - the r"oposaés of the United Sbates
\_/AC 155/2)) and of Malta, Mauritius and the United Republlc of Tanzania
C{8/C.1/1.433 ) would have the Assembly commniS” the principles to States end
the proposal of Cyprus, Liberia and Uruguay \A/C 1/1.532/Rev.]l) was in the form of
.,;a ﬂré G TuSOlHthﬂ ol c;rcaln sgpecific aSpECbS o; the guegtion.

- 10. The following points are taken from the ng1ous pr1nc1ples EHHDCL&tEuj no

attemut oelng made bo include preambular Luﬂq“

/o
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(1) Existence of the area

There is an area. of the sea~bed and ocean ¥lcor and the subsoil thereof,
cudderlying the high seas, which liES.beYODd the limits of national jurisdiction,

hereafter described as "this area” {"BY¥ principle 1).

(2) Tnternational character of the area

The sea-béd and ocean floor,.and the subsoll thereof, as referred_to in the
title of the ifem, are the common heritage of mankind ... ("A" principle 1;
India, principle 2). -
There shall be no discrimination in the availability of the déep ocean
floor for exploration and use by all States and their nationals in accordance
with international law (United States, A/AC.135/21, principle 1). '
The international submerine zone belongs to all mankind (Mexico, A/C l/L.UJO

_principle 1).

-

(3) Question of clarifying the boundary of the area

Taking into account relevant'diépositions of interhational law, there should
be agreed a precise boundary for thig area ("s" princiﬁle 2}, :

Taking into account ithe Geneva Convention-of 1953 on the Continental Shelrf,
there shall be eétablished,'as soon as practicable, an internationally & feed
precise boundary for the deep oéeaﬁ floor =- the sea-~bed and subsoilfbeyond that
over which coastal States may exercise sovereign rlghts for the purpose oil
exploration and exploitation of its natural TESOUUCERS

Exploitation of the natural resources of the ocean fioor that dccdrs ﬁrior to
establighment of the boundary shall be understood not to prejudice its lécationj
regardless of whether the coastal Sfate congiders the exploitation tc have
occcurred bn itg "continental. shelf" (Unlteﬂ States, A/AC.135/25, principle 3).

/The General Assembly eesf ' '

EEEEE all States to glve high priority to the quesgtion of clarifying Llé
definition of the "continental shelf® in articls 1 of the Convention on the
~Continental Shelf, in accordance with the relevant onroprlate proc edure (Cyprus,

A/C 1/1.532/Rev.l, operative para. l)




'A/Ac.;as/?
En igh
.be 8

flL} pregervation of the international cheracter of the ares

Ko Stats may clﬂim vy exerclse sovereignug IVer any part of the area
e ntloncﬂ in resolution o340 (¥XIT) ("AY princi gle 1), | .

o State may_clalm or ex erc1se sovereign rights over dny'part of thlh cirea,
and nc part of it 1is subject to nabional approv: au¢on by claim of “DVETEl.nu '
by use of occupatlon, or by any other -means (" principle k).

Lﬁs the common heritage of manklnd the aree and itls subc01_/ are not
subject to national anproprlaflon (T ndla, A/AC l)5/°l principle 2).

" No State may claim o exercise SOVGTQISQL” or sovereign rlghts oer ain:r nart
of the deep ccean floor (United States, A/AC. 1)5/25, principle 1).

. Zﬁhe intefnatianal submarine zone belongg to all mankind and consequentlg?

c Btate may lay claim'to-J‘ exer01se sover ei'nuJ over any part of it' noxr shéll
it be subject to nat10na1 sppr oprlatlon in any Zovm (Mexico, A/C. l/L hBO
principle 1).

1fhe General Assenbly ,hJT :

Requests all States *v efrain from claining or exercising sovereign rig hts
over any part of the sea”oed and the ocean fioor, and thé subsoil thereof, beyond
the limitsg of national jurisdiction, pending the =aid clarlflcatlon of tbh
Convention on the Continental Shelf and w1tbouL prejudice to any existing claius
‘concern*ng the limits of the terrluorlal ges or the continental shelf; .

Declares that no acts or act1v1tles of a State, or un&er its autboriﬁv
in the seawbed or the ocean floor, or the subsoil thereof, beyond the limits of -
national jurisdiction which take place pending the clarlflcatlon of the Convention
on the Continental Shelf shall be deemed to constitube a ba51s for aqsertlnb'any

claime to those areas \CVD?US Liberia and ULUPJayj A/C 1/L h52/Rev 1 and Aha 1,

operative paras. 2 and 3 ).

&

That no Stabe may claim or exercise over asny part of this area sovereipgniy,

Jjurisdiction or any excluSiveﬁrights and that no part of this area is subject to
naticnal appchrlatlon by, any, means WbdtSOEVC_ {tielta, Mauritiug and United

Republic of Tanzania, A/C.lfL,L33, principle 1).
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{5} Principle of peaceful use

- The exploration, use and explﬁltatlon ol the sea*bed and occean floor; aind
the gubgoll thereof, as referred to in the title of the 1tem3 shall be carried
on exclusively for peaceful purposes ("A”_lenc;ple 2)e

| This area shall be reserved exclusively Jor peaceful pufposes'
(”B"-principle:6).

iﬁé the common heritage of mankind, the'arc_7 'shaii be used.exclusively
foT peaceful purposes (Iandia, A/AC 155/21, principle 2)

The. exploratlon use and explcitation of the ¢ntcrnat10nal submarine zone
shall be carried out exclusively for peaceful nurposes (MEXicoj A/C.l/L,QBO;
pringipie-E); ’ ' ' -

That this area shall be used exclusively Ior peaceful purposes (Malta,

Mauritius and United Republic of Tanzania, A/C.l/L.hﬁﬁ, principle 3).

(5) Use of the area for the benefit and in the interegt of all manking

=

The exploration, use and exploitation of this areé and the subscil thereof,
as referred to in the title of the item, shall be carried out for the benefit
and in the interest of mankind (A" principle 3 ).

ExpiOration and use of this area shall be.carried on for the benefit and in
the interests of all mankihd {"B" principle 5; Malta, Mauritius and United
Republic of Tenzania, A/C.1/L.433, principle 2). |

The exploration and use of the sea;bed and ocean floor and the gubzoll
theréaf, beyond the limits of present national 4u“isdiction, shall be carried
on for the benefit and in the interests of mankind (India, A/AC 155/21 -
principle 1). '

lAs the common heritage of manklnd the area ghall he used fo_/ the benefilt
of all countvies {India, A/AC. 195/21, principle 2).

The exploratlon, use end exploitaticn of she international submarine zone
ghall be cafpied out for the benefit of all manlking (Mexico, A/C.l/LJ@OJ

principle 3 ).

/n‘n
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'(7) Attention to the needs of develcping countries

fThe exploratloﬂ ani use of the area and its subsoil and the explbitation off

_ their resources shell be carried on in accordance with an 1nternatlonal régine ﬁo
be establishe§7‘ ﬂith the purpose of contribuving to «.. the promotion of -
Ceconomic development, particﬁl- ~ly that of developing countrles whether coas =tel.
or landlocked ("A" principle 4). _

The-international régime to be established shall also congider the way Lor
the mbst a@propfiate and equitable applicétibn of benefits oBtained from the
exploration, use and exploitation of the sea-bed and ccean ﬂloof and the'subsoil
'ﬁhereof, as feferred to in the title of the iter, through a suitable internciional
machinery, for the economic, social, Scientific'and technological progress of
the deveioping countries ("A" principle 5)r

Exploratibn and use of this area shall be carfiéd on ...'taking into account
the speéial needé of the developing countriee ("B" principles, No. 5; Malta,
Mauritius- and United Republic of Tanzania, A/C. 1/1..433, principle 2).

Lﬁs the common heritage of mankind the aree shall be used for the bencflt
of all countrle_/ particularly the developlng countries (Indla A/AC 155/21
principle 2). _

The explorabtion, vse and exploitation of the international submerine zone
ghall be carried'out ... baking into account thc'qnecial needs and interests of

‘the developing countries {L@xlco AfC. l/L L)O P rinciple 3).

(8) Activities in accordance with the Charter endf/or with international law

| mhe &xp1orat¢on and use of the sea—beg and ocean.fioor aﬂd'thé_subsoil
.thELths as referred to in the title of . the itém, and the exploitation of'théir'
resources. ghall be carried -cn in accordancc with the pflnﬂlples and purquC ok
the Charter of the United Nations. ("A“ principle L), |

Activities in this avea shall he conductea in accordance with,intérnational
law, including the Cherter of the United Nations ("BY principle 7).

The activities of States in the expioration and use of the sea~bed and ocean
Tloor shall be carried out in accordance with international iaw, including the =

Charter of'the_ﬂnited Nations \Indla A/AC )5/215 plln01p]e 3)e

Jnn
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States ana their.nationals shall conduct thelr activities on the deep ocean
floor in accordance with international law, including the Chafter'of the Uniteﬁ.
Nations (United States, A/AC.135/25, principle 4).

That all activities in this area Shall be conducted in accordahce with
international law, including the Charter of the United Nations (Malta, Mauritius

and United Republic of Tanzania, A/C.l/L.hBi, principle 4).

(9} P"International régime"” or Minternationally agreed arrangements”

The exploration and use of the sea-bed and ocean [loor and the sub-soil
therecf, as referred to in the title of the itven, and the exploitation of their
resources shall be carried on in accordance uith an international régime to be
established ... ("A" principle 4) (see also points 10 and 11 below).

' There should be agreed, as soon as practicable, an international régine
governing the exploitation of resources of this aresz ("B" principle 3).

There shall be established, as socon as praciicable, internationally agrceed

arréngements governing the exploitation of resgources of the deep océan fioor

(United States, A/AC.1%5/25, principle 2) (see also point 11 below).

(10) General cobjectives to govern activities

Zﬁkploration and uge of the area and exploitation of its resocurces shéll be
cerried out in accordance with an international régime to be establisheg7lwith the
purpose of contribubting to:- the'maintenance of international peace and secucity,
the resgpect for the territorial inﬁegrity of Utates and the interests of the -
coastal States, and the promotion of economic development, particularly that
of the developing countrieg, whether coastal or lendlocked (A" principle h).

Activities of States in the exploration and use of the sgea-bed and ccean
floo~ shall be carried out ... in the interests of maintaining inﬁérnational
peace and security and fow promoting'intérnational co-operation and undersgtanding
{India, A/AC.135/21, principle 3).

States and their nabisnals shell conduct their activities con the deep scean
flooF ... in the interest of maintaining international peace and security and
promoting international co-operation, sciénﬁific-knowledge, and economic

development (United States, A/AC~1§5/25, principle 4),
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(11} Matters to e covered by an "international wvégime" or "internabionally

agreed arrangerents’

The international fégime to be established shall alse consider the way for
the mﬁﬁt'apprépriate and equitable application of benefits obtained from.the
exploration, use and eyﬁloitatioﬁ.of the sea-bed and ocean flowr and the subssil
thereo?, as referred to in the title of the iﬁem, through a suitable '
international machinery, for the edonomic, soéia15 scientific”and technological
progréss of the.dévelopihg Qountries_("A",principle 5). -

Internétionally agreéd'arrangemEnts ees £hall dinclude provision for:

(a) The orderly gevelopment of resources of the deep ocean floor in a
manner reflecting the intérest of the interpasisnal communify in the development
of these resources;' .

(v) Conditions conducive to the making of investments necessary for the
exploration and exploitation of resources of the desp ocean floor;

(c) Dedication as feasible and practicable of a portion of the value of
the resources recovered from the deep ocean £loor to international community.
purposes; and ' . ' L

(d) Accommodationiamomg she commercial and other uses of the deepn ocean

fioor and marine epnvironment (United Btates, A/AC.135/21, principle 2).

(12) safeguarding of other interecsts and activities

ALL activities in the sea~bed and ocean floor and the subsoil thereof, as
referied to in the title of.the item, shall conform to the following guidelimesJ
at prdtecting the vightful interests of sther States:

-(9} No impedinment shall be created to navigation and fishing nor ghall there
be undue interference with the layimg_and the .sintensnce of submarine caﬁl&s and
pipelines; o

b} Coastal States closest %o the area in uihich any activities occour shall

be consulted lest their rightful interests be harm&i; |

{c) Any such activity muet take intc sccount the economic interests of the

m

developing countries £o asg not £o be detrimenial, in particular, to the activities

und=rtaken within the natiocnal Jurisdiction of those countriess

foos,
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Lu) Appropriate saﬁeay'mbasures ghall be a'DDL€d in all aCﬁ1VLtlee af

international COmeerav_;

_eXploratiQn, uge and exploitation of the arce. and
for assistance in case of mishap shali be'facilitabvi;

(e} Poliution of the waters of the marine enVironment, gpeclally.
“radicactive ccnfaminafion, ghall be avoided b neass of international
eyl g o B

co-operation;

_(f) "No damange'shall be caused to aniinal and p+ent llfe in thé marine’

environment;

(g) Damages. cauges by any such activitiers entall liability
("AY principle 6).

ess Activities in. this area shall not inTringe upon the freedoms of the high

seas ("B" principle Y)
Internatlonallj agrcea arrvangements shall include pr0v131on for_.,a

accomuodation among the commercial and obher uses of the deep ocean floor and

marine environment (United States, A/AC.135/25, principle 2 (d)).

In the exploratlﬂn and use of the deep ocean floor States and their

nationals:
AN .
{a) Shall have reasonable regard for the interests of other States and

their nationals; _
() Shall aveold unjustiflable interference with the exercise of the

freedom of the high seas by other States and their nationals, or with the
conservation of the living resources of the sees, and any interference with

fundamental sc1ent1fﬂc research carried oub uith the jntention of open

publlcat1on,
' (¢) Shall adopt appropriate safeguards o as to minimize pdllution of the

seas and disturbance of the existing biclogiéalz chemical and physical processes

and balances.
Fach State shall provide timely announcecernt and any ﬁeceSbarv amplifring

information of any'marlnc activity or expemlﬁ,nt plannej by it or its nationals

that could harmfully interfere with the activities of any other State or itz

nationals in the exploration and use of the deep ocean floor. A Stabte which
hag reason to believe that a marine activity or experiment planned by another

State or 1ts ndtﬂﬁnals could harmfully interfere with its activi%ies'dr those

I
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of its nétidhals in the evploration and ‘use of the deep ocean flcor may réquesf
consultation concerning the act1v1ty or expe;éwcnt. _ ' .

States and their nationals shall rendcr all 90351ble agslstance to one
another in the event of accident, dlstress or emergency arising out of activivies’
on the deep ocean floor (United States,,A/AC@lﬁB/éS, principles 6 and 7). |

That all activities in this area ... shall not cause any unjustifiable

1nte;ference wltb the freedomg of the high seag, (Malta, Maurltlus and United

Republlc of Tanzanla A/C 1/L H5§, principle ))

(13)  Freedom of and co=operation in gcientific investigation

The sea~bed and ocean floor, and the subsoil thereof, as referred to in
the title of the item, shall be open to sciéh%ific investigation, without
dlScrlmlnatlon, and States shall foster international co—operatlon in this
1nvest1gat10n so as to enable all States to have access to it, dlssemlnate 1ts :
results and provide technical assistance to the developing countrles

("A" principle T)

Tn order to further 1nternatlonal co~ ope;atlun in the sc1ent1f1c

invegtigation of the deep ocean floor, States Shall v

(a) Dlssemlnaue, in & tlmely fashion, pWans for and regults. of national .

sclentific programmes concerning the deep ocean floor;

(v) 'Encourage their nationals to follov gimilar practices coneerning

dissemination of guch :Lnlarmaulon3
{¢) Encourage co-operative scientific act1v1t1es regarding the deep ocean

floor by personnel of dlfferent States (Unluc Suateh, A/AC 155/25, principle 5)

(1) Funétion'of the United Nabtions

The United Nationg, in co=-cperation with' the spe01a 1zed agencies anﬁ TAEA,
shall'téke adequate'mﬁasures tc ensure the observaHCE'Qf these general principles
and guidelinés_and the implementation of the-objectives set forth in this
declaration with the aim of promoting interhatioﬁal cé-bpeﬁation in this fiéld'
("A“ principle &) '

Taking into account the work currently being performed by other both _

the Unlted Nations shall endeavour to provide direction and purpose to

_international and 1ntergovernmental act1v1tles w1th regard to the sea—bed and

ocean floor and the sub-s0il thereof, beyond . the limits of present natloﬂal

juriedication (India, A/AC.135/21, principle h)
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Iv. VIEWS OF MEMBER GOVERNMENTS IN REIATTON TC THE ADOPTION OF A STATEMENT.
- OF PRINCIPLES 5/

1l. During the discussions in the Ad Hoc Committee on the Peaceful Uses of the
Sea-Bed and. the Ccean Floor bevchd the Limits of Natibnal Turisdiction, a numper
of members stressed the desirability of the adoptlon of a statement of principles
to apply to the peaceful use of the sea-bed and the ccean Floor and the subsoil
thereof béyond the limits of present naticnal jurisdicfion (seé report of the .

Ad Foc Committee, A/7230, paras. 68-TC and annex IT, pafas. L2 and 4k4; see also
A/AC.135/55); it.was also emphasized that the question needed further cohsideration
(4/7230, para. 89). | | S
12. When the report of the Ad Hoc Committee was discussed in the First Committee
at the Assembly's twenty-third session, a number of delegationsg expressed
_ themselves in favour of ‘the adoption by the General Assembly at that session of
general principles relating to the area (Afghanistan, 1595th mtg. ;
Austria, 159lst mtg.; Belgium, 1596th mtg.; Cameroon, 160lst mtg.; Canada,

1599th mtg.; Ceylon, 1588th mtg.; China, (Taiwan), 1591st mtg.; Colombia,

1600th mtg. ; Cyprus, 1599th mtg.; France, 1591st mtg.; Ghana, 1594kth mtg.;

India, 1591st mtg.. Iraq, 1599th mtg.; Jamaica, 1601st mtg.ﬁ Japan, 1592nd mtg. ;
Kenya, 1599th mtg. ; Liberia,'l6ooth mtg.; Libya, 1597th mtg.; Malta, 1589th,
1601st mtgs.; Mexico, 1598th mtg.; Netherlands, 1595th mtg., New Zealand,

1597th mtg.; Norway, 159%rd mtg.; Pak_isﬁan,' 16015_1; mtg.; Rwanda, 1595th mig.;
Sierra Leone, 1600th mtg.; Sweden, 1596th mtg.; Turkey, 1596th mtg.; United Arab

j/ For a summary of views of Member Governments expressed at the twenty-second
sesgion of the General Assembly and at the first session of the Ad Hoc '
Commitiee and communicated to the Secretary-General in document A ?AC )5/1
and Addenda, see document A/AC.135/12. The summary contained here relates
to the relevani portions of the views expressed on the iltem during the
twenty-third session of the General Assembly, the parenthetical references
belng to statements made at meetings of the First Committee.

In this brief summary made tc assist the mémbers of the Committee, an
attempt has been made to give a general indication of the views expressed
with regard to particular asspects of the question: it should not be. taken,
as an exhaustive statement of the principles involved or as proposing or
endorsing any particular formulation of principles. So asg to provide a
‘balahced treatment, comments with regard to the various concepts involved
have been included although they may not always have been directed to the

. question of principles ag such. It has obviously been impossible to give
.an exhaustive treatment to _the views of delegations or to indicate the

exact context in which a view was expressed. Reference should ther@fore
alsc be made to the verbatim records of the First Committee.
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Republic 1593xd mtg.; United Kingdom, 1594th mtg B Unlted States} lSOOtb mtg [
XugOQlav1a, 1593rd mtg. ) -

13. Some delegations considéred that agreement on a Qtatémen-t of principles need
not be deferred until actlon to deflne the limits of the area was initiated
(Ceylon, 1588th mtg. ; Pakistan, 1601st mtg., Yugoslavia, 1593rd mbg.). If it were
necessary to delimit the aréa, the logicel time to do so wcﬁld be-aftér'pr1nc1ples
relating to.the activities of States in the area had been established'(chile,
16018t mtg.).  Although the delimitation of the area would be necessary in the
future, it was not a necessary conditioh.fOr the formulation of a bedy of ruiés”

to promote international co- operatlon in the area (Sudan, 1598th mtg.). It might’
be possible to meke progress on’ dellmltatlon of the area after further progress’

on other aspects of the work and after the d681rab1e arrangements had been =
clarified and agreed further (Unlted Klngdom, 1594th mtg.). On the other band

it was stated that while declarations of pr1n01ple were approprlate their intention
might be frustrated if there were not a prlor, clear-cut agreement in the
international community which dlfferentlath between the precise fielids of _
'appllcatlon of the standards to be established; nor would it be advisable to make
declarations which skirted the crux of the matter because_tﬁis might lead to
decisions being taken which wOuid no longer be applicable or which might not have
“been taken had there been a priqr-deClaratiCh on the precise limits of national -
and international jurisdiction (Uruguay, 1593rd mbg.). . |

14. The hope was expressed that it w-ould be possible at least to adopt a minimum
set of necessary principles which were less controversial, and whlch could serve

as a basis for future action (Afghanistan, 1595th mtg.; China (Taiwan), 159lst mtg H
Cyprus, 1599th mtg.; Ghana, 1594th mtg.; Iceland, 1589th mtg.; India, lSlet mtg. ;-
Japan, 1592nd mtg.; Libya, 1597th mtg. ; Malta, 1&01st mtg.j Mexico, 1598th mtg.;
Netherlands, 1595th mtg. ). As a first step in the need for establishing hew'legai
principles, suppert was expresséd for any acceptable declaration to the effect
that the sea-bed and the ocean floQt are the common heritage of mankind (Sudan,
1558th mtg. ). ' _

15. The importance of unanimity in the adoption by the Geﬁeral Assembly of a
declaration of principles was stressed by a number of delegations (Argeptina,

1594th mtg.; Australia, 1604th mtg. ;- Bulgaria, 1598th mtg.; Byelorussian SSR,

1602nd wtg.; France, 1591lst mtg.; Ghana, 1594th mtg.;.Hungary, 1509th mtg.;
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Pakistan, 16018t mtg.; Phillipines, 159Ttb mtg. ; Ukrainian 85R, 1596th mtg. ;.
USSR, 1603%rd and 1604th mtgs.; United Kingdom, 159hkth mtg.j'United Statés, '
'15%0th mbg.). The adoption by the General Assembly of principies.er'the
bfoclaiming or decliaring of these principles, ii-was stated, would have positive
valte only if it were unanimous. Principles should not be considered_in.ordef'

to cause a schism'in the General Assembly or divide States intb:those'which
recognize .and those which do not.recognize.principles governing activities on the
sea~-bed ané'ocean-floor._ This would compromise the entire idea and make ‘the
principles completeiy uarealistic and unapplicable. On the basis of ugahimity,
an over-all system of principles could be devised (USSR, 160kth mtg.). The
search for a consensus was required as rules on the use of the deep ocean floor
could be effective only if very wide agreement among 1ntereuted States could be
obtained {United States, 1580th mtg.). Unanimity on certain minimum principles,
it was held,.would guarantee respect for such principles arnd would therefore be
preferable to a majority vote on more ambitious directives (France;'159lst mtg. ;
Pakistan, 1601st mtg»). A body of principles, 1t was stated, that was supported )
only by certain sectors would not be effective (Argentina,,1594th mtg.;
Byelorussian SSR, 1602nd mtg‘); it was 1ndlspeﬂqable at the initisl stage to take
account in the most exhaustive manner of all the different opinions {Ukrainian SSR,
1596th mtg.); the interests of socialist, developing and western countries must
te taken info account {Byelorussian SSR, 160Znd mtg. ). 'Suppdrt was expressed-
for the adoption of a statement of principles as sQon.as general agreement on
such a statement could be obtained (New Zealand, 1597th mtg.).

16. At least, it was stated, a substantial majority of countries:must sgree on
such & statement of ﬁrinciples (Argentina, 15%9Ltk mtg.; Philippines,<1597th mtg. ;
Yugoslavia, 1593rd mig.) and these should include particularly the great maritime
Powers and those countries which possess specific maritime interesté (Argentina,
lSthh'mtg.). The view;was expressed that while unanimity was not necessarily
always essential, it-was desirable to proceed as far as possible -in breoad sgreement
(Melta, 1589th wte.). ' '

17. A number of delegatlonc vointed out that a large measure of agreement in
relation to principles had been reached in the Ad Hoc Comm_lttee. Furthe'r efforts,.

it was stated, should be made to reach a common text on the basis of the "A™ and
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"B" propogals (CeylonJ 1588th mbg. ; Cyprus, 1599th ntg.; France, 159lét mtg ; _
India, 1591st mtg.,_Traq, 1599th mtg 3 leya, 1597th mtg. 3 New Zealand 1597th mtg H
Philippines, 1597th mtg.; Sierra Leone, léOOth-mtg.,_Sweden, 1596th mtgf, Turkey, -
1596th mtg. ). The attempts to reach agreement in- the Ad Hoc Cemmittee, it was
stated, had been conetructlve and served to clarlfy p051t10ns and reveal areas
of ‘agreement and dlcagreement there- were common ideas and at the same time
1mportant differences between the ”A“ and the "B” principles; negotiations on‘-.
these prlnc1ples ghould be continued (Brazil, 159lst mtg. ; Pakistan, 160ist mfg{);
The principles imcorporated in the Ad Hoc Cdmmittee's report, it was stated;_could
usefully serve as the basis for the elaboration of 1egal'nerms and regulations.
for the peaceful uses of the area (Argentina, 1594th mtg.).
18. A number of delegations in the course of the debate felt that it -would be
premature'to.adopt a declaration of principles et the twenty-third session of the
General Assembly or that further study was needed in order to arrive at general
agreement Qh a statement of prirciples (Australia, 160hth mtg.; Byelorussian SSR,
~1602nd mtg.; Bulgaria, 1598th mtg.;_Ireland 1595th mtg.; Italy, lS95ﬁd mtg. ;
USSR., 1592nd, 1603rd mtgs. ). There were serious divergengies and differences
concerning the scope and content of a declaration (Byelorussian SSR, 1602nd mtg.;
"~ BEecuador, l594th.mtg.; USSR 160 3rd mtg.)._'It‘waSISuggested that  the study of |
principles'should be entrusted to the:standing COmmittee (Bulgeria, l598th'mtg.,
_'Chile; 1588th mtg.; Czechoslovakia, 1568th mtg.; Ecuador, 159hﬁh mtg.; Ireland,
1595th mtg.; Italy, 1593rd mtg.; Poland,.1597th mtg. ; Spain, léolet mtg.). it
might be a.good idesa, it was suggested, toxeﬂtfust to the standing committee a
study of principles to serve as a basis for'the elaboretion of arrangemenﬁs and '
agreemenfs to preserve the resources of the area for the good of mankind; such a
" study could also be carried out by the International Law Commission or with its
asgistance (Bulgarla, 1598+th mtg ). The time had come, it vas stated, to
undertake a syctematlzatlon of the work ‘to be done and-a preparatlon of prlnclples:
_ and ruleq to govern the exploration. and exp101tatlon of the cea-bed and the ocean
floor; support was therefore expressed for the establishment of a standing
committee (Spaln, 1601lst mbtg. ). The view was expressed that while some of the "A”
pr1n01p1es and some of the "B" principles were acceptable it would he more

eatlsfactery if the standing commlttee.elaborated-a_separate set of principles

/o.-
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which would command unanimous support if Possible'than if a few pfinciples wéré
adopted now and perhsps more later on. - Also, cértain Governménts not.members

of the.Ad Hoc Committee needed more time to digest the consequences.of the
principies proposed fof adoption (Ireland, 1595th mtg.)}. A large area of common
ground had been achieved in the definition of a body of principles, it was stated,
that could serve as a guide,.tO-the work of the standing committee (Chile,

1601st mtg. ). _ | _ ' -

19. The need for careful study or for further study of certain aspects was
recognized by'délegations supperting thé statement of principles by the Assembly

at its current session. While it would be desirable to reach agreement on the
principles at the current session, it was stated, they required therough, deliberate
and mature consideration in view of their far-reaching importance (Philippines,
1597th mtg;). The view was expressed that .the formulation of legal-and.t.echnical
principles governing the exploration and exploitation of the ocecan floor and the
demilitarization of the aress in question should be pursued further (Iceland,
1589th mtg.), and that the standing committee would be able to éarry forward the
work undertaken by the Ad Hoc Committee to develop the ru%es and nbrms for the
cohduct of activities in this area (India, 159lst mtg.). Efforts through informal
consultations would result in agreement on other than the minimum principles 1t

had suggested, one delegation stated. At a later stage these would have to be
expanded upon because at a later stage all of these could serve as a basis for
declarations or other internaticnal instruments; this must be one of the prior
tasks of the standing commi ttee (Yugoslevia, 1593rd mtg.). The work of the standing
committee would be helped, it was urged, . if the General Assembly officially
recorded agreement on principles; this would not preclude the standing committee
from proclaiming in due course a full get of principles and norms (Mﬂlta,

1601st mtg.). Different interpretations of various principles might be made, e.g.
of "peaceful purposes”, it was pointed out; the standing committee should tfy to
find acceptable solutions which in due course wbuld.allow a more detailed definition
of the contents on the principles (Mexico, 1598th mtg.).

26. Various general views were expressed regarding the objectives of a statement
of principles. A declaration of prihciples.adopted by the General Assembly might5 

it was stated, some day serve as the basis for an international instrument

S
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and. further progress in the codification of internatiohal law on the subject
(Belgium,'1596th mtg. ; Libya, 1597th mtg. ; Netherlénds, 1595th mtg. ; Sweden,
1596th mtg. }, and serve as guidelines until internationally agreed arrangements
are concluded (Unlted States, 15%0+th mtg. }. - Conventional rules of a preﬁlse
nature, grouped in one or more conventlons open to signature for Stdted_shoula be,
cdnsidered Tor the future, but 1n_the mesntime certain prlnczples should be defined
which would not only form a basis but would serve to prevent the appropriation.of_'-
submarine regions by any Pover and preserﬁe'the area for purely péaéeful purpoées
{(Belgium, 1596th mtg.). The principleé, it was stated, should be désigned to
prevent dévelopment that may be detrimental to the interests of mankind cr be
prejudicial to international co-operation (Ceylon, 1588th mtg.). The view wad
expressed that the establishment of detailed guidelines fer activities might not '
be of too great importance; in the past such guidelines had been freguently o
ignored; if detailed guidelines, as distinct frbm g limited number of legal
prineciples formulated in such a way as to form a basls for future internationally
biﬁding agreements, were necessary they should be carefully studied (Malta,

1589th mtg.). They should conform to certain basic criterig, including consiétehcy.
and a realistic appreciaﬁion of -present and pfobable future.cfiteria With regard
to the undefined area invblved (Malta, 1589th_mtg.; Netherlands, 1595th mtg. ).

The aim, it wes stated, should be to work out legal principles that will foster
the development of internaticnal co-operation, on én'equal footing, in thé _
exploration and exploitation of the sea-bed in the interest of all peoples, while
ensuring the legitimate rights and interesfs of all States and taking duly into’
account the needs of the developing countries. Such principles must guarantee_that
the-resoufces of the sea-bed are used exélusively'for peacéful puUrposes -

(USSR 1592nd mtg.). General principles must be predicated upon a feeling of
human solldarlty, a desire for 1nternat10nal co-operation and the 1eg1t1mate
asplxatlons of the developlng countries to share in the benefits from the pvogresq
of medern science.and technology (Cameroén, 1601lst mtg. ). General principles fqr
peaceful co~operatibn and international scientific research for the benefit of ‘
menkind needed to bé set down and mutually agreed upon {Indonesia, l601lst mtg.).
International.co«operation in the utilization.df the ares could only be_based on

principleg that would ensure access by all States, in a spirit of eguality, to ite-
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resources'(PCmaniag 1596th ntg. ). Conei&eretion should be given.to striking s
balance between the general prlnc*plee affecting the welfare ¢f mankind as = wrcve
and those pr1nc1plen which more speclflcally related to the 1ncrea51ng needs cf

the developing ccuntries and the lend-locked nations (Peru, 1597th mtg.), A
declaration of principles'cannot overlook the interesﬁs of the.develcping couﬁ%ries,
and particularly it cannot bar From the benefits Qf future exploitation beyond

the naﬁional jurisdicticns'those countries that do not.pcesess ccaetline5° nof can
the interests of developing countrles that might be affected by future expl loitation
be overlocked (Chile, 16020d whg. ). Principles shouid be based on reglism and

an over=-all view and legalisms should be confined to essential guarantees cf
legitimate rights, particularly of under-developed countries (A Lgeria,; 1599th mtg. )
Agreement must be sought on bread principles and guidelines to govern activity in
the area, but such principles must be treated as legal fules not as mere political
exhortations and must serve as a fcundation fbr a preocess of authoritative decision;
procedures for their implementation were also necessary (Iran 1597th mtg Ve

21,  Bome delegatlons drew attention to eX1nt1ng international law, 1noludlng the
Geneva Conventions, which, they saild, could serve as a basis for future legal work
retating to the sea-bed (Argentiha, 1594th mtg.; Australia, 1589th mﬁg.;
Byelorussian SSR; 1602nd mtg.; Canada, 1599th mtg.; HChdures, 1600th mtg.;

Ireiand, 1595tﬁ mtg.; Portugal.; 1597th mtg.; Romania, 1596th mtg;;.USSR, 1592nd mtg,;
United States, 1550th mbg.s, Urcguay,.1595rd mtg.), Principles to be worked out, it
was etated, should not igncre legal principles applying to +the area but should
rather supplement them (USSR, L59?nd mtg.), As long as knowledge of the subject
provided no realistic basis for a Thorough regulation) any further activify should
be based on the unanimocsly accepted rules of Internaticnal law, especially the
provisicns of the Charter (Hungafy,.1599th whg. ). Other delegations emphasized
that ekisting international law did nct enswer the questiens that would have_to be
congldered in”reletioﬁ tc the area (Belgium, 1596th mtg.: Brazii, 1591st mtg.:
Chile, 160lst mfg}; Ecuador, lSthh mtg.;'Iraq, 1590th mtg.; Malay51a,_1600th mtg,;
Sudan, 1598th.ﬁtg ). Some delegations alsc cited the precedents and experience
gained in the adoption of the Antarctica Trealy (A“gentlna, 159hth mtg. ; Ireland
1595th mtg.; Slerra Leone, 1600%h mtg. Sweden , 1596th wtg. ) and the Treaty on the
Peaceful Uses of OQuter Space (““gentlna, 1594th mtg.; Canade, 1599th mEg.
China (Taﬂwan), 159¢st mtg;, Ireland, 1595th mtg., Sierra Leone, J600th mtg ;

bweden,“i596th mtg j* ST _ T - /p.
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22, Pertaln genersr reservatlnns to a declaratlon of prlnc1ples were alsc
'expressed rt was difficult to oelleve, it was stated uhat *he legal problems

t could be solved by a mere declaratlon, certaln prlncmpres were Very difficult to
. define (Hondureg, 1600tH mtg.). As a consequence of limited knowledge of the area,
a declaration of internationaliy binding prlncrples would create the_danger of |
imposing certain rules upon fietitious'or imaginary situations. Mbreover,'any
resolntlon or deelaratlon of general prlnc1p1es must be prepared in. such a way
as to enable all States to take part in its formuWatlon, to accept and support 1t.
Ihe effectiveness of all decisions in this field would be greatly enhanced if
the; principle of unlversallty of the United Natlons could prevall (Hnngary, l599tn

- mtge)}., No declaration adopted or principle proclaimed.by the General Assembly,
S it was stated;IShould be taken as constituting acknowledgement of a diminution of
the limits of national.Jurisdiction in the sea world (Iran, 1597th mtg.).

2%, In regard to the content of a statement of principles,_some delegations
expressed support for the “A" or the "B" principles as providing a'sound basis.
Those expllcltly expre551ng support for the Tt set of pr1n01p1es included
Argentina, 159hth mtg.; Chile, 1601st mtg.; Cyprus, 1599th mtg., Ghana, 1594th mtg.,
Peru, 1597th mtg., and Yugoslavia, 1593rd mtg.; those expllcztly expre551ng support
Tfor the "B" principles included Australia, 1589th mtg. Canada, 1599th mtg.; New
Zealand; 1597th'mtg.; United Kingdom, 1594th mtg}”and United States, 1590th mtg.
Agreement, it was stated, would be facilitated if what was attempted was a succlnct
statement of essentials and therefore the "B" pr1n01ples could form a useful
starting polnt if they were not acceptable as they stood (New Zealand 159Tth mtge
United K1ngdom,_159hth mtg.)f One delegatlon gaid that while 1t had supported “the
"B set of principles in the Ad Hoc Committee, it shared the view that this
represented a minimum and that it would be de51rab le to find a broader ground of
common agreement slnce efforts in further organlzlng 1nternatlonal co-operatlon would
remain fragmentary if a comprenenelve body of principles was not adopted _
(Austrla, 15918t mtg,). Another delegation stated that while the "A" set of
principles was comprehensive, it had become apperent in the Ad.Hbc Committee_that
to seeure_agreement it was necessary to make the Statement as concise ag posgible,
emphasizing'only_the most fundamental prineiples; giten'time; it'considered tnere

was every poSsibilityuof finding aoeeptable'solutions_(India, 159ist mtg. ). Certain
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delegations expressed support fof parts of both sets of principles, - Most of the
roints it had put forward, one delegatlon stated, were included in the "B" .
principles; some were also in the "A" principles (France, 159lst mtEge ). One
delegation expressed support for principles 1, 2 and 4 of the "A" pr1nc1ples and
4, 5 and 6 of the "B"Jprlnc1ples (Tunlsla 1601st mtg }e
2k, Support was also expressed for the other proposals. One delegation stéted
that it could agree with almost all the prinéiplés and criteria in the draft.
resolutions appearing in the feport of the ég;EQS:Committee and its annexes -and
except in a few rare instanées would have no difficulty in suppérting them
immediately (Mexicé, 1598th mtg.). Orie delegation considered that the draft
.principles submitted by India and the "A" principles embodied most of the principles
that_must be reconciled with other viewpoints.which were. divergent even if not
contradictofy.(Cameroon, 1601et mtg.); Support.was also expressed for the proposal
of Malta, Mauritius and the United Republic of Tanzania (Méldive Islands;

1602nd mtg,;.Bwénda, 1603rd mtg.), and for the Mexican proposal (Tunisia,

16015t mtg.). The sponsors.of these two propoéals in introducing them gtated that
their drafts were the minimum which might,be generally accgptabie at that stage
(Malta, 1601st mtg.; Mexico, 1598th mtg.). Mény délegations endorsed individual '
principles which were included in the varioué propdéals (see below, para.'ES),

25. Some general criticisms were expréSsed of the proposale., It was stated that
the various proposals presented to the Ad Hoc Committee had some merit and that norie
vag entirely satisfactory; none deslt with the imporfant point of the'néed to
restrain in some ﬁay claims of_exclusive'jurisdiction 5eyond the present limits cf
-naticnal jurisdiction until a clear andlgenerally acceptable definition of the
continental shelf was formulated (Malta,'1589th mtg.). The draft declaration of
general principles ("A" principles), it was stated, was too general to permit of
its applicability to particular cases and the draft statement of agreed:principles.
("B" principles) was neither agreed nor capable of practical agreement (Malaysia,
1600th mtg.). Many of' the propoéals for declarations by thé General Assembly, it
was said. were expressged in formulee which were too wide to be effective and.toof

flexible tc escape the possnb1llty of amblgulty and confiict (Trlnldad and Tobago ;
l60lst mtg. ). '
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26, A number of delegatibns suggested or endursed particulér principles for
inclusion in » statement .of principles, thher as c¢ mman@ing génaral acceptance
or as belng of speclal importance, or expzesqed agreement cr. dlsagreement with
parbicular concepts. Certesin delegations concerned with the drafting of the "B"
- set of principles in the Ad Hoc Comuittee reaffirmed and cowmented upon these

seven principles (Austrialis, 1589th mtg.; Canada, 1599%h mtg.; Norway, 1593rd mtg.;
United Kingdem, 159Lth mig.). Those members which had sﬁbmitted_proﬁoSals also |
stated and commented upon the_prinéiples cohtéined in these propossls (Chile, ot
behalf of the sponsors of 4/C.1/L.437, 1602nd mtg.; Indie, 1591st mbe.; |

Malta, o behalf of the sponsors of A/C l/L,&jB 1601lst mtg.; Mexico, 1598th mtg.,
United %%ates, 1590th mtg.). The folliowing were the-pr1n01ples most frequently '
suggested or commented upon: ' ' .

(l) That there dces exist an area of submerged land underlying the high

seas beyond the limits of national jurisdiction (Argentine, 1594th mig.;

Australia, 1589th mtg.; Canada, 1599th mtg.; Ceylon, 1588th mtg.; Finland, 1597fh
wtg.; France, 156lst mbg.; Italy, 1593rd mtg,;ILihya, 1597£h mig, ; Malta; l589th mhgag
New Zealand, 1597th mtg., Norway, 1593rd mtg.; Peru, 159Tth mbg.; Portugal, 1597th
mtg.; Fomania, 1596th mtg.; Swedeh; 1596th mtg.; Turkey , lS?Eth mtg.; Uﬁited
Kingdom, 1594th mbg.; United States, 150th mbg.). This, it wes stated was a

basic concept, recognized by, all (Ceylon, l588th mhg.: France, 15918t mtg.,

Tnited Kingdom, 1594th mtg. ).

f2) That the area was a coinmon heritav¥ of Hankind or ccrmon patrimony _

(Afghanistan, ;5 95th wtg.; Argentina, 1594th mug., Folivia, 1600th mtg.; Brazil, 159¢s
1591st mtg.; Cameroon, 1601st mtg.; Ceylon, $588Lh ntg. Cleu, 1602nd mtg.

China (Taiwan), 1591lst wtg. Cyprus;'¢599th mtg.; Finland 597th mtg.; 1ndoneq1a,
1601st mtg.; Jameice, 160ist mbtg.; Malta, 1589th mhg. ; Mex1ﬂo, 1598th wtg.;

Norway , 1593rd mtg.; Philippineg, 1597th wig.; Rwands; 1.595th mtg.; Sudan,

1595th mtg.; Sweden, 1596th mtg.; Trinidad and'ﬁbbago, 16CLet mtg.; Tunisia,
1601st wtg.; Turkey, 1596th mbg.; Yugoslavia, 1593rd mtg.); the right of all

States tc the exploration and the exploitation of the:sea—bed.(FTanceg 15915t mtga);_
there shoulid be no discriminaﬁion in the availability of.the deep ocean flecor for
exploration and use by ail Sfatég and their pationals in szccordance with

international law {United States, 1590th wtg.). The besic importance of the common.

T B . T . . T S Cwee / -
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heritage concept as & new legal principle was stressed: .this conpept impiied
the principie of peacéful use, freedom of access;:regﬁlation of use to conssrve the
heritage and avolid infringement of the rights of others and equitable.distribution_
of the benéfits of exploitation (Malta; 1589th mtg,), On the cher harnd, opposiﬁion
was expressed to the concept of a " common heritage” or cowmmon ownefship 6f the
resources of thé area and to an international or supranational régime of common
cownership béséd on this concept (Byelorussian SSR}.1602nd mtg.j Pdlaﬁd,f1597th ntg.
Ukrainian SSR, 1596th mtg.; USSR, 1592nd, 1603rd migs.; (see also under {8) below)).
This concept, 1t was étated, was'utopian and disregardec the existence of States.
with differing soccial systems and differing systems for the ownership of property;
the establishment of some sort of commen ownership would merély become a new
source of neo-colonialist prbfits_and_exploitation. InStead, the aim should bhe to
work out legal priﬁciples Which would foster the development of interﬁational
co-operation, on an equal footlng, in exploratlon and exploltation of the area in
the interests of all peoples (USSR, 1593r4d mtg Ve

(3) That the limits of this area should be defined (Austrlalla, 1589th mtg.,
Belgium, 1596th mtg.; Byelovussian SSR, 1602nd mtg.; Canada, 1599th mtg.;
Ceylon, 1588th mbg.; China (Taiwan), 1591st mtg.; Cyprus, 1599th mtg.;
Czechoslovakia, 1598th mtg.; Finlapd, 1597tk mtg.; France, 159ist mtg.; Iceland,
1589th mitg.; Indonesia, 160lst mtg.; Irag, 1599th mtg.; Jamaica, 1601st mtg. s
Japan, 1592nd wtg.; Kenya, 1599th mtg.; Libya, 1597th mtg.; Malaysia, 160Cth mtg.;
Malta, 1589th mbtg.; Netherlands, 1595th mtg.; New Zealand, 1597th mtg.; Norway,
1593rd wmtg.; Pakistan, 1601st mtg,; Portugal, 1597th mtg.j Eomania, 1596th mtg.:
Rvanda, 1603rd mtg.; Sierra Leone, 160Cth mtg.; Sweden, 1596th mtg.; Trinidad and
Tobago, 1601st mtg.; Turkey, 1596th mtg.; Ukrainian SSR, 1596th mtg.; USSR,
1592nd mtg.; Uﬁited Kingdom, 1594%th mtg.; United States, 1590th mtg.; Yemen,
1602nd mteg.); that, pending such a definitlion countries shculd not exténd thelr
claims (Chine (Taiwan), 1591st mbtg.; Cyprus, 1599th mtg.; Jamaica, 160lst mbg.;
Malta; 1589th mtg.: Swéden, 1596th mtg.; Trinidad and Tobago, 160lst mtg.); and
that exploitation which.had-occurred prior to the 1océtion of the boundafies should
nct prejudice the location of the boundarles (¢ eylon, 1588th mtg.; United States,
1590th mtg,.). A set of principles, it was stated, should derive from. reCﬁgnlflon
of the fact that there does ex1st this area and the need for a precise deflnltlon

of ity limits \Ceylon l588tb mﬁg., France; 1591st mtg. ). The view was exprggséd““

[aos
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.tﬂaf i£ should nct preve too difficult ﬁo.reach unanimoug sgreement on'the minimum
extent of the area beyond present national jurisdiction (Malta, 1589th.mtgt).
The'area,'it was stated, could never eehieye geographical reality until an effective
attempt vas made to cordon off the territorial eea“within.en internationally uniform
width (Malaysia, 1600th mtg.). Doubt was expressed whether.it was necessary’to
"delimit the area as Geﬁera Assembly resclution 2340 \XXII) ‘had obv1ously referred
to ‘the zone beyond the jurisdiction of each State (ChlLe, 160rst mtg.). A
sufflclently defined limit of the gurlsdletlon of the coastal State, 1t was stated,
might be obtained by applying the two concepts of superjaeency and exploitation,
contained in the Geneva Convention on the Continental Shelf (Argentina, 1594th
mtg,), The view was expressed that the limits of the jurisdiction of ccastal States
had been decided by the Geneva Convention and by contemporary internatianal'law
(Honduras , 1600th wtg.). One delegation stated that it could not accept any -
Gelimiting criteria and that it'was:not'possible to- establish limits at this time;
all it could'aecept was the existence of the zone and fhe need for-further studies
on the question (Ecuader, 1594th mtg. ). Consideration now of the delimitation

of the area would, it was stated be premature and it was nor appropriate for the
standlng comnittee to enter 1nto substantive con51derat10n of this aspect (South
Africa., 1602nd mtg,), On the other hand, it was suggested that the standing
.committee, in the light of all the concepte_adduced, should examine the
delimitation ofjthe regibn (Perug 1597th mtg.). Although this question raiped
juridical difficulties, it was stated, they were not insurmountable (Colombia,
1600th mtg.). - The matter however, it was_nofed; reéuired careful. study. (Canada ,
1589th mtg.; China tTawain),_159lst mtg.; Colombia, 1600th mtg.; Peru, 1597th mtg.
Ukreihien SBR; . 1596th-mtg,, USSRﬁ 502nd mtg. , United Klngdom l59hth mtge) o

(k) That no State might claim or exercise soverelgnty over the area

(Afghaulatan, 1595th, mtg., Argentina, 159hth mtg. ; Australia, 1589th mtg.;

Cameroon, 16Cist mtg,; Canada, 1599tk wtg.; Ceylon, 1588th mtg.; Chile, 1602nd
mtg.; China (Taiwan), 159ist mtg.; Oyprus, 1599th atg.; Finiand,_1597th'mtg.;
Italy; 1593rd-mfg,5'Japan, 1592ﬁd'mtg,;_Liberia, 1600th mbg.; Mexico, 1598th mtg.;
Worway , 1595rd_mtg.; Ewanda; 1595th mtg.; Turkey,-1596th mtg{;'Uhited'Kingdom,-
:159#th mtg.: United States, 1590th mbe.); or even jurisdiction (Cahada, 1599th

mtg.); and thaf the area was not subject tc national apprdpriatien'by any means
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(Australia, 1586%h mtg. ; Canada, 1599th mtg.; Ceylon, 1588th mtg;; China {Taiwan),
‘1591st mt.; France, 159lst mtg.;'India, l5915t mt.; Libya, 1597th mtg.; Mexico,
1598th mtg.; New Zealand, 1597tk mtg.; Norway, 15%3rd wtg.; Romania, 1596th'mtg.;“
United Kingdom, 1594th mtg.; Yugoslavia, 1593rd mtg J In the absénce cf any
legal structure, no clainms of ownership to the resources of the area recultlng
from any status quo, it was stated, could be considered valid (Tunizis,

1601st mbg. ). Until the area had been Gelimited, it was stated on the other hand,
every State had thé right to clainm stereignty_for'ex?loration and exploitatibn

of the resources of the continental shelf adjacent.ﬁo its coast to a distancé_such
as that stipulated by the Geneva Convention (Iceland, 1539th mtg.; Philippines,

| 1589th mtg.; South Africa, léOEnd.mtg,). It followed that any claim to sovereignty
thus established could not without the consent of the countries concerned be
prejudiced by any future boundary delimitation {(South Africa, 1602nd mtg.). A |
number of delegations emphasized that the existing sovereignty and Jurisdiction

of coastal States over the continental shelf end/or tﬁe territorial sea was not
involved in consideration of the item {Argentina, 1594th mtg.; Chile, 1f0lst mtg.;
Costa Rica, 1602hd mtg.; Ecuador, l59hthg; Horduras, 16CQtQ mtg. ; Peru, .
1597th mtg. ).

(5) That the exploration, use and exploitation of the area should be carried
on exclusively for peaceful purposes.é/ (Afghanistan, 1595th mtg.; Algeris,
1599th mtg. ; Argentina, 159Lth mtg.; Australia, l589th mtg.; Austria, 1597th mtg.;
Belgium, 1596th mtg.; Bulgaria, 1598th wtg.; Byeloru scian.SSR, 1602nd mte. ;
Cameroon, 160lst mtg.; Canada, 1599th mtg.; Ceylon, 1588th mtg.; Chile, 1588th,
16015t mtgs.; China (Taiwan), 1591st mbg.; Colombia, 16CCth mtg.; Cyprus,
1599th mtg.; Czechoslovakia, 1598th mtg.: Finland, 1597th mtg.; France, 159let mbg.;

é/ -In diecussing the report of the Ad Hoc Committee, the First Committee had
before it proposals made in the following resolutions and amendments submitted
to the Ad Hoc Committee: USSR draft resolution on the prohibition of the use
of the sea-bed and the ccean floor beyond the limits of territorial waters
“for military purposcs {A/AC 125/c0 United States - draft resolution on-
‘preventing the emplacement of weapons of mass destructicn on the sez-bed and

- ocean floor {(A/AC. lJS/ch United chubllr of Tanzania - amendments to the
USSR draft resolution A/AC 135/26) and amendments to the United States draft
- resolution. (A/AC.135/27}. These documénts'wére not specifically referred to
the Standing Committee, but certain expression of view in regard to their
.propogals are summarized here in go far as they relate to the prlnClple of

_peaceful use and its application. - — -

/o
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Ghana,_159hth mtg,; Honduras, 16CCth mtg.; Bungary, 1599th mtg.; Iceland,
1589£h mtg.; India, 1591st mtg.; Indonesia, 180lst mtg.; Trag, 1599th mtg.j
Ireland, 1595th mtg.; Jameice, 1€0lst mtg.; Jaban4 1592nd mtg.; Kenya, 1599th mtg.}
Kuvait, 1598th mtg.; Liberia, 1600th mtg.; Libya, 1597th mtg.; Malta, 1580th mbg.;
Mexico, 1598th mtg.; New Zealand, 1597th mtg.; Norway, 1595rd mtg. ; Pakistan, .
1601st mtg.; Philippines, 1597th mtg.; Poland, 1597th mtg. ; Roﬁania, 1596th'mtg:;] 
Rwanda, 1595th mtg.; Sudan, 1598%h mtg.;.Sweden; 15%th mtg.; Trinidad and_ibbago, o
1601st mbg.: Tunisia,.1601st ﬁtg.; Turkey, 1596th mtg.; Ukrainian SSR, 1596th'mtg;;
United Arab Republic; 1593rd mtg.;-USSR,~1592nd3 160%rd and 1605th mtgs.; United
Kingdom, 1594£h mﬁg.; United States, lSQOth mtg.; Yemen, 1602nd mtg.; Yugoslaﬁia,
1593rd mtg. ). Some delegations, while éhdorsing_the principle of exclusively
peaceful use of the ares, stated_différing_intéfpretations of this principle. A
number of delegations considered that military activity must be excluded entirely
(Bulgaria, 1598th mtg.;_Byelorussian SSR, 1602nd mtg. ; Cameroon, 1601st mtg. ;

Chile, 160lst mtg.; Czechoslovakia,. 1598tk mtg. ; Honduras, 1600th mtg.; Hungary,
1599th mtg.; Indis, 1591st mtg.; Irag, 1599th ﬁtg.;_Ireland, 1595th mtg.; Jamaica,
1601st mtg.; Libya, lSQTth mtg.; Nbrﬁay, 159%rd mtg. Polang,_1597th mtgﬂ; Romanis,
1596th mtg.; Rwanda, 1595th mtg. ; Sweden, 1596th mtg,; Tunisia, 1601st mtg.; USSR,
1592nd, 1603rd and 1605th mtgs.; United Arab Republic, 1593rd mtg.; Yugoslavia, '
15%3rd m.v':.gt)T in particular, a number of delegations emphasirzed, weapons 6f'.

mess destruction shouwld not be installed in the area (Bulgaria, 1598th mtg.; -
Colombia, 1600th mtg.; India, 159lst mtg.; Iraq, 1599th mtg.; Mexico, 1598th mtg.; -
New Zeaiand? 1597th mtz. ; Philippines,_l597th mtg. ; Uhited Arab Republic, i
1595rd atg.; Uhited States, 1590th mtg. 3 Yugoslavia, 1593rd mtg:). It was
egsential, 1t was sgtated, to prchibit all military activities,IOr at least to
vecommend that military activities carried out on the high seas were kept at their
present level or; if poeszible, reduced (Rwanda? 1595th mtg.). As a first'sfep,
zny further exténsion of.military uses of the area.ShQuld be arrested (Céylon;_
1588th mtg.: Netherlands, 1595th mtg.). Some delégations expressed the view .
that the principle of peaceful use would not limit the rights of States to secure -
their own Gefence in sccordance with internatiqnai law and the Charter (Australiain
1589th mtg.; Canada, 1599th mtg;; ﬁnited Kingdom, 15%4th mbtg.): 1t should not be

~taken, it was said, *toc ilmply & blanket pfohibition on all military activity withouf'

foii
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regard to the object of that activity {New Z&alaﬁd,_1597th wtg.); certain military
. uses ghould perhaps be zllovied in ordef to advance gcientific regearch (Philippines,
l59?th'mfg.);.military activities not vrecluded by an arié contrel agreement wpuld
continue %o be conducted in accordance with the prihciplé of the freedom. of the
seas.and_exciusively for peaceful purpéses (United States,‘i590th.mtg.). The -
two approaches;'it Was gtated, must be reconciled (Ceylon;.1588th mtg.),'
Application of the principle of peaceful use, it was stated, must depend -
upon'thé progresé achieved in other fields of disarmament (Francu, 1591st mt )_
and was closely related to other fields of arms control (Unlted Kingdom,
156hth mtg.); it would be necessary, it was stated, to take concrete measures to
prevent the uge of the area for military purposes (China {Tsiwan), 1591ﬂt mtg ).
The big Powers, it was suggeated mlght be asked to proceed with all due dispatch
to the negotiating of a treaty whose object would be to establloh and maintain a
régime of non-militarization on the deep ocean floor (Trinidad and Tobago,
1601st mtg. ). ' ' |
Az to the area of prohibition, some delegations consider fhét there must be
a prohibition of the military uses of the sea-bed beyond tQ@ limits of the
territorial waters of coastal States (Bulgaria, 1598th mtg.; Byelorussian S8R,
1602nd.mtg.; Czechoslovakia, 1598th mtg.; Hungary, 1599th mtg. H Polahd, 1597th mtgg
Ukrainian SSR, 1596th mtg.; USSR, 1592nd, 160%rd, ard 1€05th mtgs.). -
As far as military uéeq of the sea-bed were concerned, 1t was stated the
continental shelf did not come within national jurisdictioh, since the
1958 Continentsl Shelf Conveﬁtion granted to coéstal States_sovéreign rights
only for the- exploration and exploitation of natural resources.(Yugoslavia,
1593rd ntg. ). The aim, it was urged, ~should be to reserve as wide an area
&8 possible for exclus1vely peaceful purposes (prlon 1588th mtg. ; Foland,
1597th mtg., Sweden, 1506th mtg,); the prohibition of all military 1nstallatlons
beyond the limits of the territorial waters of coastal States should be aimed ‘at;
since a common position had not been arrived at as to what should constituté'the

outer limit of the territorial waters of a coastal State, it ‘might be possible to
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provide for demilitarization on & line at a fixed_distance from the coastal base

_ lines {Sweden, 1556th mtg.).; There must, it was_emphesized however, in connexion
with the prineiple of peaeeful use, be firm guarantees of tﬂe territoriel.iﬁtegrity
of .States {Argentina, 159tth mtg.). Agfeemeﬁt on the principle of the reeervatioh
of the area exc1u51vely for non-military purposes wae not p0531ble, it was stated,
in the bsenae of complete understandlng among the major Powerb (Jamalea,

1601st mtg.). The Standing Commi ttee might, it was sugg gegsted, try to find -
acceptable quuthﬂa whlch would allow & more detalled deflnltlon (Mex1co,

1598th ntg. ). ' R '

(6) That tﬁe exploration,-uee and expleiﬁation of the area must be carried
out for the benefit and iﬂ:the interests ef all mankind (Afgh&nistan, l595th mig. ;
Argentina;_l594th mtg.; Australia, 1589th mtg.;'Bolivie, lEOOth'mtg.;.Canada,
1599th mtg.;_Ceylon, 1588th mtg.; Chile, 1588th, 1601st and_léoznd.mtgs.; China,
(Taiwan), 159let mtg 3 Coste Rica, 1602Znd mtg;; Cyprus, 1599th mtg. ; Czeehoslovakia,
1598+th mﬁg. France, 159l=t mtg.; Ghana, 1594th mtg.; Jceland, 1589th ntg.- ; Indla
159lst.mtg., Indon631a, 1601st mtg.; Iraq, 1599th mtg. ; Jamaica, 160let mtg. ;
Kenya, 1599th mtg.; Kuwait, 1598th mtg. ; Liberia, 1£00th mtg.; Libya, 1597th mte, ;
Malta, 1589th mtg.; Mexico, 1508th.mtg ; Norway, l595rd mtg\} Pakistan, 1601st mtg;
Phlllpplnes, 1597th mitg.; Romenla, 1596th mtg.; Rwanda, 1595th mtg ; Blerra Leone
1600th mtg : paln, 1601st mbg.; Sweden, l596th mtg. ; Turkey, 1596th mbg. ;.

United Arabp- Republic; 15%3rd mtg., United Klngdom,_159hth mte. ; Venezuela,

159%rd mtg.; Yemen, 1602nd mtg.; Yugoslavia, 1593rd mtg.); and particularly for
the benefit of developing countries (Argentlna,_lBQch mtg.; Bolivia, 16C0Oth mtg. ;.
Chile, 1588th and 1€01lst mtgs.; Costa Rica, l6OEQd mtg;; Cypris; 1599th; Iceland,
1589th mtg.;IIfaq, 159¢th mtg.; Norway, 1595rd.mtg,; Pekistan, 1601st mtg.;'
Rwanda, 1595th mtg.; Sweden, 159th mtg.; Unitéd Arab Republic, l595rd mtg. ;
Venezuela, 159%rd mtg.; Yemen, 1602nd mtg.; Yugoslavia, 1596th mtg.) or taking.
‘the special inte}ests and needs ef these countriee into aceount (Australie, '
1589th mtg.; Canada, 1599th mte.; Ceylon, 1588th wtg. ; France, l59lst mtg. ;

India, 159lst mtg,,_Kenyd}.1599th mtg, ; Mex1coj_1598th mtg. ;. Romanla_ 1596th mtg.,
United Kingdom;:159hth mtg.); that the wineral fesourpes ef'the area should be o

utilized for the'benefit of mankind, taking intc account the'special aeeds of
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developing countries (Japan, 1592nd mtg.)}; that in exploring, using and exploiting
_the sea-bed and ocean floor beyond the limits of national jurisdiction, States
must be mindful cof the interests of mankind as a.whole, especially the interests
and needs of the developing countries (Yugosliavia, 159%rd mtg.). A pumber of
delegatiohs in endorsing the principle of.the uses of the area for the behefit
of ménkind.specified that this meant in the interests bf all States, whether or not
they possessed a sea-coast; some delegaﬁions emphﬁsiied in particular_thé.equal
rights of land-locked countfies (Afghanistan,.1595th mtg.§ Bolivia 1600th mtg. ;
Cyprus, 1599th mtg.; Czechoslovakia, 1598th mtg.; Ecuador, 1594th mtg.; Hungary,
1599th mtg.). The special interests of coa§tal States should, it wés stated, be
taken info account (Argentina, 1594th mtg.; Chile, 1602nd mtg.; Costa.Ricé,
1602nd mtg.; Greece, 1595th mteg.; Honduras, 1600th mtg.; Indonesia, 160lst mtg.:
Ireland, 1595th mtg.; Kuwait, 1598th mtg. ; Portugal, 1597th mtg. ; Rwanda, _. _
1595th mtg.; Spein, 1601lst mtg.; Sudan, 1598th mtg. ). They-should, it was suggested,
be givén special compefence to regulate and.cgntrol exploitatibn of the resources
of the sea-bed and ocean floor and their subsoll in an area adjacent to the
continental shelf and equal competence for.protecting theif interests in the
conservation of those resources and the prevenfion of abueivé or unreasonable
exploitation (Costa Ricé, 1602nd mtg.); it might be more ?ractical to have their
direct co-operation in the over-all study of the guestion {Honduragz, 1600th mtg;).
The special circumstances deriving from the geogfaphiéal and coastal confilgurations
of certain States such as archipelagos should also be taken_into account (Indonesia,
1601st mtg.; Philippines, 1597th mtg.).  |

| (7) Thatactivities in the area should be carried out in'acpordance with the
Charter and/qr in accordance with international law (Australia, 1589th mtg. ;
Bolivia, 1600+th mtg.; Canada, 1599th mig.; Ceylon, 1588ﬁh mtg.; France, 1591st mbg.;
India, 1591st wtg.; Kenya, 1599th mtg.; Libya, 1597th mtg.; Worway, 1593rd mtg.;
Romania, 15%th mtg.; Turkey, 1596th mtg.; United Kingdom, 159hth mtg. ;
United States, 1550th mitg.; Yugoslavia, lSQBrd mte. ) in the interests'of peace,

security and the promoticn of international co-operation (Yugoslavia, 1593rd mbg. ).
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_ (8) That an international régime shouLd be establlshed fAustralla,

1589th mtg.; Brazil, l59lst mtg iy Bollv1a, léOOth mtg.; Cameroon} lbOlSL mtg.,
Canada, 159Gth mte.; Ceylorn, 1588th mtg.; Chile, 1601st, 1602nd mbgs.; China

(Taiwan),. 15915t mtg . 'co1omhia, 16G0th mtg.; Cyprus, 1599th mtg. ; Finland, '

- 1597th mtg.; Honduras, 1600th mtﬂ.,=Indon651a, 1601st mtg.; Irag, 1599th mtg,,

~Jemaica, 160lst mtg.; Kenya 1599th mtg. ; Kuwalt 1598th mtg.; leerla,

1600th mtg., Libya, 1597th mtg.; Malta, 1589th mtg .3 Netherlands, 1595th mtg.;-

Pakistan, 160lst mtg . ; Swedep, 1596th mtg.: Trinidad and Tobago, 1601lst mtg.;

Turkey, 1595th mtg.; United Kingdom, 159%th mtg.: Venezuela, 1593rd mbtg.;

- Yugoslavia, 1593rd mtg. }; that internationally agreed arrangements shquld bé
established as soon as practicable for the ‘exploitation of resources of the area
(Norway, 1593rd mtg.;_Uﬁited States, 1520th mtg.); that some regulation should

‘be established.as soon as possible for the explbration'and exploitation of g
the area in the interests of menkind (Spain, 160lst mbg.); that there was a
need to agree on en international arrangement to guarantee the'orderly

development of the mineral iésources of the area (Japan, 1592nd wmtg.); that

an attempt to provide a legal framework within Which'state% would be inviﬁéd

- to co-operate in this area should be made in due course (Italy, 1593rd mtg.)s
that the area of the sea-bed outside:ﬁhe limits of national jurisdiction should
be considered_separafely from the supérjacent ﬁéters of the high seas.and the
exploration and use of the area should not affect the legal status of the-'
superjacent waters (Argentina, 159kth mtg.; Libya, 159T7th mtg}; Japan,
i592nd mtg.), or that of thé alr space above those waters (Libya, 1597th mtg.).
It was also stated that the particular problems of inﬁernal and marginal-seés-
should be considered (Finland, 1597th mtg.; Italy} 1593rd mtg.). |

The concept of a common heritagé, it 'was stated, implied some_kiﬁd of
institutionalizéd procedufe for supefvision or regulation of the use by_Statés
of that common heritage (Jamaice, 160lst mtg.; Sweden, 1596th mtg.). It was
also stated.thét it followed from the idea that the'resources must be exﬁloifed“
for the benefit of mankind, paftiéularly in the interest.of the developing

'éountries (Chile, 1601st, 1602nd ﬁtgs.; Cyprus, 1599th mtg.); not only a
legal rcglme but also a reglme for the exploltatlon of the resources in the -

ares shouTG be set up (BelgLum, l596th mtg. ); the question of the 1nteraatlonal'
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legal régime to govern the area Was'closely linked to that of the international
: machlnery to be established for using ‘those resources in the 1nterest of manklnd
egpecially in the interest of the develop1ng countries (Kuwalt, 1598th mtg.).
The view was .also expressed that it followed logically " from the proposltlon
that there ex1sts an area beynnd ‘national Jjurisdicticn that it Would be of _
clear advantage to 1dent1fy the most practical ways of ensuring that_orderly.
progress 1s observed in the use of this area (Australia, 1589th.mtg.); A
number of delegations envisaged a sjstem of international jurisdiction and .
control; the situation called for the internationalization in.the'long TN,
utider the auspices of the United Natlons, of the ocean floor beyond the limits
of national Jurlsdlctlon in the interests of all mankind (Ireland 1595th mtg. }; -
the United Nations should establish, through agreement, 1nternat10nal
Jurisdiction and control over the sea-bed and the ocean floor (Liberia,

1600th mtg.); the sea-bed and its resources should be administered and controlled
by a competent and appropriate world machinery under the auspices of the

United Nations (Libya, lSQ?th mtg. ); it Would'be necessary_if the interests

of the developing countries were to be protected to declare the area to ne the
property of all nations and to create supra-national arrangements for its
exploitation and administration and for the equitable distribution of_iﬁs
wealth (Trinidad and Tobago, 160lst mtg.); it would be advisable to establish
an international régime under'the auspices of the United Nations so that the
resoarces'of the_sea-bed and the ncean floor would be developed with the:
co-operation of a1l Member States, and in particular with the technologieal

and financial co-ocperation of well—developed Member States; the futnre

proceeds from the development and exploitation of these resources should be
fairly distributed for the benefit of menkind (China (Taivan), 1591st mtg. ).

An international régime for the economic exploitation of the area based on

a system of concessions to States which would pay a levy for_the'benefit'of
developing countries was propesed; as a first step a system of_international
registration mighf be-envisaged (Netherlands, 1595th mbtg.). It was envisaged
that royalties for the exploitation of this area should be paid to the
controlllng body for 1nternatlonal communlty purposes, including the economic

growth of the developlng countries, and that all States should be treated

[our
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equélly_end.Without discriminatioﬁ in-its exploration and ekploitetion_
(Irelend, 1595th mtg.). The possibility shouid be eonsidered, it was suggestea,f
that exp101tatlon ‘be supervised 1nternat10nally for the benefit of. manklnd
(Costa Rica, 1602nd mtg.). Activities of States in the area, it was stated,
should be conducted under the direction and purpose prov1ded by the United

" Nations (Indla, 1591st mtg,). Opp081tlon was. expressed to the egstablishment

of an international régime of common ownership, Whlch envisaged a supranatlonal
body (Byelorussian SR, 1602nd mtg.; Poland, 1597th mtg., Ukralnlan SSR,

1596th mtg.; USSR, 1592nd, 1603rd mtgs.(see also under (2) above)) Attempts
'to create at this stage of development of human society, it was stated, an.
;nternatlonal_machlnery based on the principle of common ownershlp of- the
sea;bed could, if they were carried out in preefice, Iead to a cqmplete
breakdown of international eo-operation, or to actual contfol'of the resourees_
_of the sea falling into the hands of large-ecale imperialist monopolies, eveh
if the form. of. that common_ownership_and that international machinery outwardly
scemed to be most democratic (USSR, 1605rd mbg.); to establish a legal régime
with a supranational body vested with the rights to administer the sea-bed

and even sell licenses for its exploitation would depart\Qery dreetically

from the principie of fostering the benefit of all mankind ahd would'let_the
gap between developing and highly developed countries_ﬁiden (Poland, 1597th mtg.);
no international ownership of the area couid eiist_in_view,of'the existence

of States-with'different_economic and social eystems aﬁd_different forms of
‘ownership; to create supranational machiﬁefy to administer'the area would
therefore be completely unrealistic and Would gerve the 1nterests of the
capltallst monopolies of some 1mperlallst States (Ukraln"an SSR, 1596th mtg )3
it would be premature to orient studles ‘towards. the need for creating
international. machlnery for the exploitation of the sea and ocean resources;
such machinery might lead to difficulties for ex1st1ng bodles (Bulgaria,

1598th mtg. ). A number of delegations felt that: further studyi was reguired

before a'typeeof_régime could be decided on; a declaratien.ef_principles_need_

Z/ In this connex1on, attention is also drawn to resolutlon 2@67 C (XXIII)
and. the dlscu551on in relation to its. adoptlon° . S

S
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not, it was stated, ipso facto, lead to a supranational authorlty, the
establlshment of an international . régime would obv1ously requlre most careful
preparation and certalnly the consent of the magor Powers (Paklstan, 1601st mtg. ):
a legal régime would requlre much further study before its precise nature could
be decided (Canada, 1599th mtg.; United Klngdom, l59hth mtg.); the term "legal
régime" was Tlexible and hed been dlfferently interpreted; the standing commltteé_'
'should consider all types of régimes (Canada, 1599£h mtg.)j the qﬁestion of

the creation of 1nternat10nal machinery for the exploration and exploitation

of the’ area needed further study and should be examlned in depth by the standlng
committee (Cameroon, 16015t mtg.); the commlttee should deal with the nature

of the ‘proposed reglme and all sorbs of requlrements, not Jjust economic ones,
whlch-the régime should satisfy (United States, 1550th mtg.). _

(9) That the proposed international régime should have certain stated
functions and objectives. The régime should pfeserve and maintain the
tréditional freedoms of the high seas, respect the territorial integrity of
States, protect the interests of coastal Sﬁates,'promote the economic '
development partlcularly of developlng countries, whether coastal or landlocked,
be responsible for the appropriaste and equitable appllcatlon of beneflts from
the area, assist the social, sclentific anad technologlcal progress of developing
countries; preserve freedom of scientific 1nvest1gat10n and research without
dlscrlmlnatlon and without claim to exclu51ve use arlslng from such activity,
promote 1nternatlona1 co-operation in such research especially with the object
of dlssemlnatlng its results among all States and providing technical assistance
to developlng countrles {Ceylon, l588th mtg.). The requlrements for an_
international legal régime, it was stated, were: (1) use of the area for
exclusively'peéceful purposes; (2) prevehtion of disputes and conflicts;

(3) guarantees for research and investments; (ﬁ)_direct compensation to the
internatlional community to be applied to the.develOpment of developing
countries: (5) régulation of the production of commercialization of ﬁinerals
from the ocean flcor to avoid dumping on marketsj (6) preservation of the
ecological balance of the mariné.environment; and (7) some form cof efficient
intergovernmental action to ensure observance of:all.requirements (Brazil,

 1591st mtg}). The internationai régime should be established with a view to
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oontributing to the maintenance of international peace and seourity,'promotion
of economic development,_eSpecially of the developing countries Whethér thay .
have a sea—coast'or noﬁ (Bolivia,.l600th-ntg.). The proposed_international
régimé must promoté econonic deveiopment, particularly of the developing |
countriés.and_must take into.acoount.anyTadverse efféots'on world market . _
patterns and.prices (Iraq, 1599th mtg. ). In the international régime to be'_; 
set up measures would have to be taken for the most equltable dlstrlbutlon of
the advantages resulting from- the exploratlon, use and exp101tat10n of the
area, through adequate 1nternat10nal machinery to foster economic, social,
gcientific and technical progress of deveioping countries (Turkey, 1596th mtgwj
Venezuela, 1593rd'mtg }e Internatlonally agreed arrangements governlng the ‘
exp101tat10n of the resources of the area should include provision for: the
orderly development of resources in a manner reflectlng the 1nterest of the
international commnity; conditions conducrvo to the maklng of the necessary
investments; dedication as pracficable of a portion of_the value of the
resourcea to intornational community purpoaes and accommodation among the
commercial and other uses of the deep ocean floor and marine env1ronment.

The réglme should provide due protection for the 1ntegr1tywof 1nvestments made
in the exp101tatlon of the area, prior to the establlshment of 1ts boundary
{United States, 1590th mtg. ).

(lO) The need to respect the freedom of the high seas, avoiding an
infringement of traditional maritime act1v1ty (Australla, 1580th mtg.; Canada,
1599th mtg.; France, 159lst mtg.,_Greece,_1595th mtg.; Japan, 1592nd mtg.;
Kenya, 1599th mbtg.; Libya, 1597th mtg.; Malta, 1589th mtg.; Norway, 1593rd mbg.;
Peru, 1597th mtg., Philippines, 1597tn mtgrg Romania, 1596th mtg.; Ruanda, .
1595th mteg.; USSR, 1592nd mtg., United Kingdom, 1594th mbg.; United States,

H
1590th mtg. ).

[ons
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(11.) Thé need . to conserﬁe_and protect the living resources éf the seasg/

(Argentina; 159Mth mtg.} Colémbia, 1600th mtg.; France, lSQléf wtg.; Greece,
1595th mtg.; Iceland, 1589th mtg. ;'Kenya, 1599th mtg.; Libya, 1597th mtg.; "
‘Malta, 1589th mtg.: New Zealand, 159Tth mto., Norway, 1595rd mtg.;'PEru;-

1597Lh mtg. ; Phlllpplnes, 1597th mtg, ; Poland 159Tth mtg.; Romania, 1597th mbe.;
“kwanda, 1595th mtg.; Spaln, 16015t mtg., United States, 1590th mtg. ; Yemen,

1602nd mtg. ). :
. (12) Preservatlon of the freedom of 501ent1f1c research {Iiberia,

1600th mtg.; Libya, 1597th mmg., kaalnlan S8R, 1596th mtg.; United 5tates,
1500th mtg.) the results of which should be disseminated (United Statesﬁ'

1590th mﬁg,) and made available fo all without diserimination (Libya, 1597th mtg.);
that fhe explofation of the area is free and accessible to all countries Without
any discrimination it.being understood that it would be carried out on the basis
and within the framewofk of_certéin approved'principles and that fhe results
of reseerch must be put at the'disposal_of all countries on a basis of equality
(Yugoslavia, 1593rd mtg.). It was emphasized by some delegations that.it must
be eﬁsuréd that scientific investigation did not imply any right to explditation
or provide a basis for a dlaim of sovereignty (Algeria,'f599th ntg.; Argentina,
1594th mtg.; Colombia, 1600th mtg.; Kenya, 1599th mtg.; Libya, 1597th mbg.).
Such reseaxrch, 1t was also stated, must be conducted in such a Wéy as to be

compatible with good order and international responsibiiity (Trinidad and.

Tobago, 160lst mtg.).

§/ In connexion with protection of the 11v1nf resources of the seas, a .
number of delegations expressed their concern that urgent measures should
be taken to combat pollution and expressed their support for a draft_
respilution introduced by Iceland (A/C.1/L.431/Rev.2).. This draft
regolution co-gponsorved by Argentina, Australia; Austria, Belgium; Brazil,
Bulgaria, Canada, Ceylon, Chile, Crechoslovakia, Denmark, BEcuador, -
El Salvador, Finland, France, Iceland, India, Ireland, Italy, Ivory Coast,
Japan, Lebanon, Lesotho, Libya, Madagascar, Mauritius, Mexico, Norway,
Pakistan, Peru, Poland, Romania, Senegal, Sudan; Sweden, Trinidad and
Tobago, Turkey, USSR, United Arab Republ ¢, United Kingdom and United States,

was unanimously adopted :

/i
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ANNEX

PROPOSALS RETATING TO PRINCIPLES SUBMITTED TO THE AD AD HOC
COMMITTEE TO STUDY THE PRACEFUL USES OF THE SEA~ BED_AND
THE OCEAN FLCOOR BEYOND THE LIMITS OF NATIONAL JURISDICTION
OR TO THE FIRST COMMITTEE AT THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY'S '

' TWENTY-THIRD SESSTION

(Transmitted to the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of the
Sea-Bed and the Ocean Floor beyond the Limits of National
Jurisdiction, in accordance w1th the decision of the
First Commlttee ) :

(Proposals are reproduced'inchronological_order).

il

India: draft declaration of legal principles governing

the resérvation exclusively for peaceful purpsses of the

sea-bed and the ocean floor, and the subsoil thereof,

underlying the high seas beyond the limits of present

national jurisdiction, and the uses of their resources
in the interests of mankind (A/AC.lBj/El)

The General Assembly,

Notlng that developlng technology is maklng the sea-bed and the ocean floor
and sub501l thereof acce331ble and exploitable for scientific, economic, military
and other purposes, ' |

Recognizing the common 1nterests of mankind in the sea-bed and the ocean floor,
which constitute the major portion of the area of thlq rlanet, o

Believing that the exploitation and use of the sea-bed and ocean floor and the
subsoil thefeof should be carried out for the betterment of mankin& and for the
benefit of States irrespective of their degree of ecoﬁomic or.scientific
develqpment,

Desiring to contribute to broad international co-operation in the scientific
as weil és in the legal aspects of the exploraticn and uses of the resocurces of the
sga- bed.and ocean floor, '

Bellev1ng that such co-operation will contrlbute to the development of mutual
understandlng and to the strengthenlng of friendly relations between nations and

_peoples., N . , S
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Mindful of the importance of preéerving-thc sea-bed and oceén floor, and fhe
subsoil'thereof from acﬁioﬁs and uses which might be detrimental to the common
interests of mankind ' o k '

_ Recognizing that the exploration and uqe of the sea-bed and the ocean floor
and the subsoil thereof should be conducted in accordance with the principles and_f7
purposes of the United Nations Charter, in the interests of meintaining ' '
interndtional peace and security and for the'benefit of all mankind,

Mindful of the provisions and practice of the law of the sea relating to
this question, | ' '

Recalling its resolution 340 (XXII) of 18 December 1967,

Convinced that, pendlng the conclusicn of a Treaty regulating the
administration and utilization of thelsea-bcd and ocean floor and the subsoll
thereof in the common interests of mankind, it is necessary to set forth the
princ1p1es applicable in this regard '

Declares as follows:

1. The exploration and use of the sea-bed and ocean‘floor and the subsoil

thereof, beyond the limits of present national Jurisdiction, shall be carried on
for the benefit and in the interesté_of mankind; |

_ oz The sea-bed and ocean floor and the subsoil thereof, beyond the limits of
present national jurisdiction, are the common heritage of mankind. As such, they
are not subject to national_appropriation and shall be used exclusively for
peaceful purposes, for the benefit of all cquntries,_particularly the developing
countries; _ '

. The activities of States in the exploration and use of the sea- bed and
ocean floor shall be carried out in accordance with internaticnal law includlng
the Charter of the United Nations, in the interests of maintaining international
peace and security and for promoting internatiohal co-operation and understandiﬁg;

L, Taking into account the work:currcntly being performed by other bodies,.
the United Nations shall endeavour to provide difecﬂicn and purpose to internationél
and intergovernmental activities.with regard to the sea-bed and ocean flocr-énd_

the subsoil thereof, beyond the limits of preSént national jurisdiction.




A/AC.138/7
-English
Annex

Page 3

II
United States of America: - draft resclution contdining

statement of principles concerning the deep ocean floor .

(A/Ac 135/25)

The General Assembly,
Degiring to ‘encourage the exploration, use and development of the deep ocean

floor to- the fullest extent p0551ble for the benefit and in the interest of all
mankind,

Believing that such eﬁplcraﬁion and use of the.deep ocean floor-will
contribute to international cc-cperation and understanding, . _

Convinced that no nation, fegérdiess of geographical location,.level of
economic development, or technologlcal capability, should be denied the opportunlty
to participate in the exploration and use of the deep ocean floorj

Conscious of the 1mportance of promoting the general welfare of ali peoples,
| and of furthering scientific study and the conservation ofl resources,

Reaffirming the .traditional freedoms of the high.qeas under international law,

“Recalling its resolution chO (XXII) of 18 December 1567,

Commends to States for their guldance the following prlnc1ples concefning
the deep oceen ficor: . . o

i. No State may claim or ekercise sovereignty or sovereiga.rights over
any part of the deep ocean floor. There shall ke no discriminaticn in the
availébility*of the deep ocean floor for expioration and use by all States and
their nationals in accordance with international law; ' S |

Z. There shall be eqtabllshed, as soon as practicable, 1nternatlonally
agreed arrangements governing the exploitation cf resources of the deep ocean
floor., - These arrangements shali_reflect the other principles contained in.fhis
Statement of Principles cohcerning thz Deep Ocean Floor and shall include provision
for: _ :

_ (a) the orderly development of resources of the Qeep ocean floor in_a
mannexr reflecting the interest of the international community in the development

of these resources;
{v) conditions conducive to the making of investments necessary for the

_explorationmand—exploi%atieﬂ—ef—feeoufcesmof-the'deep ocean fTloor;
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(c) dedication as feasible and.PractiCable of a portion of the value of
the resources recovered from the deep ocean;fleor to international commhnity-
purpoees; and. _ o | _ _
.'(d) 'aecommodetihn among the commereial and other uses of the deep ocean floor
and marine enviromment; o '
_3.-, Taklng into account the Geneva Convention of 1958 on the Contlnental
-Bhelf, there ghall be eqtabllshed as goon as practicable, an-lnternatlcnally
agreed prec15e boundary for the deep ocean floor - the sea-bed ahd Subsoii beyond
that over which coastal States may exercise soverelign rlghts for the purpose of
exploration and exp101tat10n of its natural resources; '
Exploitation of the natural resources of the ocean floor that oceurs prior to
:establlehment of the boundary shall be understood not to pregudlce its locatlon,
regardless of. whether the coastal State conqlders the exp101tat10n to have occurred
on its "continental shelf
h._' States and their nationals Qhall conduct their act1v1t1es on the deep
ocean floor 1n accordance with 1nternat10nal law, ineluding the Charter of the.
United Netlons, and in the interest of maintaining international peace_and security
and promoting international cowoperatien; scientific knowledge, and.economic
detelopment; - o ' .
5. In order'te further internatihnal co=-operation in the'scientific
investigation of the deep ocean floor, States shall: : | N
_ (a) -disseminate, in a timely fashion, plans for and resulte_bf natienal.h
sc1ent1flc programmes concernlng the deep ocean floor; . '

(b) encourage their natlonale to follow similar pract:ces concernlng

dissemination of euch 1nformat10n,

{c) encourage co-operative 301ent1flc act1v1t1es regarding the deep ocean

floor by peruonnel of different States _

6.  In the exploration and use of the deep ocean floor States and their
nationais: S

(a) shall Have reasoneble regard for the interests of other_Statee and their
nationals; . - ' o )

(b} Qhell avoid unguqtlflable 1nterference with the exef01se of the freedom .

of_the. high seas by, other utates and thelr natlonals, or w1th the conqervatlon of
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the llv1ng resources of’ the seas, and any interference with fundamental sc1enu1flc
research carried out w1th the intenticn of open publication;

(¢) shall adopt approprlate safeguards so as to minimize pollution of the seas
and disturbance of the existing biological, chemicel and physical procésses and
balances; . _ ' ' '

Each State shall provide tiﬂely'ahnouncemeht and ény necessary anplifying
1nformat10n of any marine activity or experlment planned by it or its nationals
that could harmfully interfere with the activities of any other State or its
nationals in the exploration and uze of the deep ocean floor. A State which has’
reason to_believe that.a marine activity or experiment planned by andﬁher State
or its nationals could harmfully interfere with ité activities or those of its
nationals in the exploration and use of the deep océaﬂ floor may request

consultations concerning the activity or experiment;

T States and their nationals shall render all possible assistance to one

another in the event of ac01dent distress or emergency ar1Q1ng out of activities

on the deep ocean floor.

11T

Working paper on the draft Declaration of General Principles proposed
by Argentina, Brazil, Ceylon, Chile, Ecuador, El Salvador, India,
Kenya, Liberia, Libyva, Pakistan, Peru, - Thailand, United Arab Republic
and United Republic of Tanzania concerning the item "Examination of
the guestion of the reservation exclugively for peagceful purposes of
the sea-bed and the ocean floor, and the subscll thereof, underlyving
the high seas beyvond the limits of present national jurisdiction, and
the use of their resources in the interests of mankind” (A/AC.135/30)

The_General Agsenbly, . _ _

Recailing its resolution 2340 (XXII) of 16 Décember 196/, on the "Examination
of the question of the reservation ex clu31velv for: peacelul purposes of the sea-bed
and ocean floor, and the subgoil thereof, underiying the high seas, beyond the
limits of present natlonal Jurlsdlctlon, and the use of their resources in the

interests of mankind"
Bearing in mind the perspectives that technological advances have cpened up

with regard to the sea-bed and ocean floor, and the subsoil thereof, as referred

to in the title of the item, an area which constitutes the major portion of the

garth surface,
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Conéiderinp that the exploration, use and exploitation of the resources of
this area, and the qub501l thereof are a matter of common 1nferest to all mankind,

Convinced that the exploration, use and ex9101tatlon of the sea- ~bed and '
ocean floor, and the sub501l-thereof,_as referred to in the title of the item,
should be carried on for the benefit of all States, whether coastal or land-
locked, and specially for the benefit of the developing countries, taking into :
account the interests of ‘the coastal States in the protection, conservatinn and
exploitation of the resources that lie w1th1q their jurisdiction,

Reeognlzlng that the reservatlon of this ares ex clusively for peeceful
ourpoqeq w111 serve the principles and purposes of the Charter of the Unlted

Nations and thereby the cause of manhlnd
Bellev1nn also that the use of the qea -bed and ocean floor should eontrlbute

to strengthen co-operation and-asgistance among States, _
Firmly convinced that the exploratlon, uqe and exp101tatlon of the fea- bed

and ocean flocor, and the su03011 thereof .as referred to in the title of the
item, should conform to the purposes and prineiples of theJCharter of the
United Nations so as to safeguard international peace and security, ensure the
territorial integrity of States and promote international co- opefation, '

Congidering further that the Unlted Wations has the responsibility for the-

promotion of the cOmmon interest of mankind in the exploration, use and
exploitation of the sea-bed and ocean floor, and the subsoil thereof, as referred
to in the title of the item, | |
Recognizineg the need-for ?romoting scientific investigation on the peaceful

utilizatien of the sea- bed and the oeean'floor, and the subscil thereof, as
referred to in the title of the 1tem, and the importance of furthering 1nternatlonal }
co- opefatlon in such 1nve°t1gat10n, ' -

- Mindful of the necessity of establishing general principles to guide all
activities in the exploration, use and exploitation of the sea-bed and oeean

floor, and the subsoil thereof, zs reférred to in the title of the item,

Declares the following Eeneral.prineiples:

1. The sea-bed and ocean floor, ane the subsgoil thereof, .as referred to

in the title. .of the item, are. tne_eommgn hez;LagemOL mankind and-no States.———.
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may claim or exercise sovereignty over any part of the area mentioned in

resolution 2340 (XXII);

2. The exploratlon, use and exploitaticon of ﬁhe.seawbed and ccean floor,
zind the subsoil'ﬁher_egf3 as referred to in the title of the item, shall be
carried on éxclusively for peaceful purposes;

_ 3. Thé eXploratioan:se' &rdexpioitation of this area,_and the subgoil
thereof, as referred to in the title of the item; chall be carried out for
the benefit and in the interest of mankind; |

HI The exploration and use of the gea-bed and ocesn floor, and the subsoil .
thereof, as referred to in the title of the iter, and the exploitatibn of their
resourcees shall be carried on in accordance with the principles anéd purposes of
the Charter of the United Natiohs_ahd an international régime to be established
with the purpose of cohtributing to the maintenence of internationai peace and
security, the respeét for the territorial integrity of States and the'interests
of the coastal States, and the ‘promotion of economic development., part1cul;r1y that
of the developing countrles, whether cosstal or land- locked;

5. The international reglme to be established shall also consider the
way for the most appropriate and equitable application of benefits obtained from
the exploration, use and exploitation of the sea-bed and ocean floor and the
subscil thereof, as referred to in the title of the item,.through a éuitable
international machinery, for_the.economic, social, scientific and technological
progress of the deveioﬁing éountries;

6. A1l setivities in the sea-bed and ocean fioor and the subscil thereof,
ag referred to in the title of the item, snali conform fo the Tollowing guidelines,
aimed at protecting the rightful intefests of other States:

(a) no impediment shall be.éreated to névigation and fishing nor shall there
be undue interference with the laying and the maintenance of submarine cables
and pipelines; . _

(b) coastal States.closest to the area in which any activities occur shgll
. be consulted lest their righitful interest be harmed; ' .

{c) any such act1v1t” wust take ints account the seconomic infterest of the
developlng countries so as not to he detlwmentaL in particular, to the actlvities

undertaken within the nationsl Jurlﬁdlctlonc of those countries:

[ois
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_ (d). approprlate qafet measures shall be adopted in all. act1v1t1es of -
exploratlon, use and explortatlon of the area and international co- operatlon for
assistance in case of mlshap shalil be facllltated

(e) pollutlon of the waters of the marine env1ronment speca,allv radloactlve
contamlnatlon, enall be avolded by means of 1nternatlonal co- operatlon,

(f) no damage qhall be cauqed to animal and plant llfe in the marine
enviromnent; _ : '

(=) damageq caused by any such act1v1t1es entall llabllltj

T«  The qea beo and ocean flecor, and the aub501l thereof as referred to in
the title of the item, shall be open to scientific 1nvest1gat10n, without
discriminaﬁion, and States shall foster ipternational co-operation in this.
investigation_so as to enable all States to have access Lo it, digsgeminate its
results and provide technical.assistance.to the developing countrie5§

8. The United Natlons in co-operation with the spe01allzed agenc1eq and the

TAEA ghall take adequate measures to ensure the observance of these general
princinles and guidelines and the implementation of the obgeot;ves aet forth in

thig declaration with the aim of promoting international co—operation_in this field.

Iv

{A) Draft declaration of general principles proposed'for
cutm15310n to the Gereral Assembly

(Incorporated in paragraph 88 of the report of the
Ad lioe Conmittee (a/7230))

This text is 1deﬂt1cal with the operative part of the Worklng Paper reproduced
uhder "III” above, ex cept that in paragraph 6 there . are the follow1ng textual
&arlatlonq . _ _

6(b) "Rightful irterest” is replaced by “rightful.intereste”.

6(e) "Nationai jurisdictions® is replaced by "national jurisdiction?.
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(B) Draft statement of agreed principlés proposed.
for submission %0 the General Assemblv

(Incorporated in paragraph 88 of the report of .
the Ad Hoc Committee A/7¢50) :

- 1. There is an area of the.sea—bed and ocean'floar and the subsoil therédf,
underlying the high seas, which lies beyond the limits Qf'naﬁipnal Jurisdiction
(hereinafter described as "this area”); _ .

_ 2. - Taking into account relevant dis?ositions of international law, there’
should be agreed a.precise boundary for this ares; |

"3,  There should be agreed, as soon as practicable, an international
régime gpvérning the exploitation of resources of thig area;

L, No State may claim or exercise sovereign righta over aﬁy part of this
area, and no parf of it is subjéct to national appropriation by claim of
SOVereignty, by use or ceccupation, or by any other means;

| 5. Exploration and use of this area shall be carried on for the benefit

and in the 1nterests of 211 mankind, taking 1nto account the special needs of the

developlng countrles,
6.. This area shall be reserved exclusively for peaceful purposes;

T .Activities in thisg area shall be conducted in accordance with
_international law, including the Charter of the United Nations. Activities in

this area shall not infringe upon the freedoms of the high seas.
VI

Mexico: draft resolution (A/C.1/L.430)

The General Agsembliy, _
Reaffirming that the exploration, use and exploitation of "the sea-bed

and the ocean floor and the subscil thereof beyond the limits of present
natlonal Jurlsdlctlon , an .area which, for .purposes of’ the consideration of the
_1tem by the United Nations, shall henceforward be deQJgnated as "the international

submarine zone", are matters of concern to all’ mankind,
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ggg§jdering that the work of the Ad Hoc Committee'indieatee that there.is
general agreement on some fundamental principles relating to the question,

Pelieving that those prineiples.ehould be gpelled out so that they'may
provide gulddnce to the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of the 1nternatlonal
qubmarlne zZone , w1thout prejudice to the possibility that they may subs equently

be embodled in a more comprehensive declaratlon,

Deolaresz

1. The lnternatlonal qubmarlne .Zone belongq to all mankind and, consequently,
no State may lay claim fo or exercise soverelgnty over any part 01 it, nor shall it .

be subject to national appropriation in any form.

z. The exploration, use and ekp101tat10n of the international submarine zone

shall be cafried out exclusively for'peaceful purposes .

3. The ekpioratidnj use and exploitation of the international submarine zone
shall be carried out for the benefit of all mankind, taking into account the special

needs and interests of the developing countries.

ViX

Cyprus, Liberia and Uruguay: revised draft resolution
(A/C.1/L.432/Rev .1 angd Add. 1)

The Generai Azgembly,
Recalling the item entitled "Examination of the reservation for peaceful

purpeses of the sea-bed aﬁd the ocean floor, and the subsoil thereof, underlying:
the high seas beyend the limits of present national jurisdiction, and the use of"
their resources in the interests of mankind", ' : .
BRecognizing the need for defining with all possible speed the boundaries of  the
area of the sea-bed and the ocean floor, and the subsoil thereof which lie beyond
the limits of nationsl jurisdiction, S |
Anwioug to prevent a race to occupy various areas of the sea-bed beyond the

limit of national JuLledlctlon pendlng the adoptlon of an international reglme for

those areas:

e R S ._;;______m__e“me“__umm ' /-;. b
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_ 1. Urges all States to give high priority'to thé_question of clarifying
the definition of the "continental shelf" in articie 1 of the Convention on
the Continental Shelf, in accoreance with the relevant appropriaté procedureg

2, Requestz all States to refrain from claiming or exercising soverelgn

rights over any part of the.seaubed_and the ocean floor, and the subéoil :
thereof, beyond the limits of national jurisdiction, pending the said
clarification of the Convention on.the'Continental Shelf and without prejudice:
to any existing claims cbnéerning the limits of the territorial sea or the
contirental shelf; ' ' '

| 5. Declares that no acfs or activities of a State, or under its authority,
in the sea-bed or the ocean floor, or the subsoil thereof, heyond the Limits
of nationai jurisdiction which take place pending the clarificaticn of the
Convention on the Continental S8helf shall be deemed to constitute a basis for

asserting any claims to those areas.

ViIT

A"

Malta, Mauritius and United Republic of Tanzania:
dreft resolution (A/C,T/L.433 and Corr.i)

The General Agsembly, .
Recalling its resoltuion 2340 (XXII) of 10 December 1967 on the

"Examination of the guestion of the reservation exclusively for peaceful purposes
of the sea-bed and the ocean floor, and the subsoil thereof, underlying the
high seas beyond the limits'of.present national jurisdiction, and.the use'of
their resources in the interests of mankind”,

Noting with appreciation the report of the Ad Hoc Committee to study the
peaceful uses of the sea~bed and the ocean floor beyond the limits of national
Jurisdiction,

Recognizing that there exists an area of the sea-bed and ocean floor and
the subsoil thereof which liés beyond the limits of national jurisdiction and
which requires fﬁrther definition,-. ' .

Noting that developing technology is making this area accessible and

exploitable for scientific, economic, military and other purposes,

Jooo
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Beiievieg'thaﬁ the exploration, explditatien and use of this area should:
be undertaken for the benefit of mankind as a whole, irrerective of the
geographlcal lOCﬁthﬂ of States, their level of economic development or
technological capablllty‘w1th0ut,'at the same time, 1nfr1ng1ng upon the freedoms of
the high seas, _ ‘ '

Appeals to all States to refrain from any actlon which may impair the extent
of the area beyond limits of national gcrlsdlctlon, before the area_and its
juridical status are more pre01sely defined; o ' B |

Commends to Stateq the following prlnc1pleq with respect to the area, and
its subsoil, which lies beyond the limits of national jurisdiction:

1. That no State may claim or exercise over any part of this area soverelgnty,
Jurisdiction or any. exclueive'rights and that no part of this area is subject to'
national approprlatlon by any means whatsoever; '

z. That the exploration and use of this area shall be carrled out for the
benefiﬁ and in theilnterests of all manklnd, taking into account the Spe01al needs
of develdping countries; o - _ '

3. That this area shall be used exclusively for peaceful purposee;

L. That all activities in this area shall be conducted in accordance with
international léw5 including the Charter of the United Nations, and shall not
cause any unjustifiable interference with the freedoms of the high sees;

Reguests the Committee established under resolution 2L67 (XXIII), to—téke T
into account the above principles in its work and to study and recommend such -
additional principles and norme as may be desirable for the regulatien of .
activities in this area,

Regueste further the Commlttee to report on the progress of its work to the

General Assembly at its twenty—fOurth session,
IX

A¥pentina, Brazil, Chile, Costa Rica, Ecuador, E1 Salvader,
Guatemala, Honduras, Libya, N¢caragua, Peru, Spain, and
Trinidad and Tobago: draft resolution - (A/C l[L h57 and

} Add.] and &)

The text of this draft resolutlon is the same as that of the Worklng Paper

rep;oduced under "III" above, except ‘for the following variations:
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1. The fburth preambular paragraph reads as fbllows:

"Convinced that the exploration, use and exploitation of the séawbed and
ocean flodr, and the subsoil thefeof, as feferred to in the title of the item,
should be carfied.on for the benefit of the developing_countries,_taking into
“account the interests of the coastal States in the protebtionj conservation and
exploitation of the recources that lie within their jur-isdicti'on,"°

Z. In Qpefative paragraph 6, there are the folloﬁing textual variations:

&(a) "No impedimént” is replaced by "no impediuents".

6(c) "FEconomic interests" is replaced by "economic interest"”.

6{e) "Pollution of the waters" is replaced by "pollutiqn of waters".

6(g) "Such activities entail lisbility" is replaced by "such activities

shall entail liability".
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