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After examining %he reports, conclusions and recommendations of the varioils 
working groups~ which were discussed and amended, the seminar adopted the following 
recommendations: 

I 6  (a) On the territori.al .sea, the contiguous zone and the high seas: 
• .... 

(I) The African States have the right to determine the limits 
of their jurisdiction over theSeas adjacent to their 
coasts in accordance with reasonable criteria which 
particularly ted{e into account their.own geographical, 
geological, biological and national security factors. 

(2) The Territorial Sea should not extend beyond a limit 
of 12 nautical miles. 

(3) The African States have equally the right to establish 
beyond the Territorial Sea an Economic Zone over which 
they will have.an exclusive jurisdiction for the purpose 
of control regulationand national exp!oitation of the 
living resources of the Sea and their reservation for 
the primary benefit of their peoples and their respective 
.ec.onomies,. and for the purpose of the prevention and 
control of pollution. 

The establishment of such• a zone Shall be without prejudice to the following 
freedoms~ Freedom of navigation, Freedom of over-flight, freedom to. lay submarine 
cables and pipelines. 

.-. 

(4) The e x p l o i t a t i o n  o f  the ! i v i m g  resources w i t h i n  the " 
economic zone should be open..to all African States both • .. 

. : 

land-locked and near land-locked, provided that the 
enterprises of these States desiring to exploit these resturces ................... 
are effectively controlled by African capita], and personnel. 
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To be e f f e c t i v e ~  the rights of land-locked States~ 
shall be complemented by the right of transit. 

Thes .~', rights shall be embodi~:d in multilateral or regional 
or b±lateral :~reem~:nts 

..... <.D . . . . . . .  

(5) The limit of the Economic Zone shall be fixed in nautical 
miles in accordance :~ith .:-egionzl considerations taking 
duly into account the resources of the region and the 
rights and interests of the land-locked snd near land- 

=.....I., 4 ~ • -!" 0 . . . . . . . .  locked S%a.: :e :~  v:" ;-!~o~r I .7-;:'-:~ :!. ...... e ~ limits already 
adopted by some States within the region. 

• !':il)i:.:': :.i:/;. 6) T h e  l i m i t s  b e t : , : e c n  t w o  o r  m o r e  S t a t e s  s h a l l  b e  f i x e d , " .  ~ ' ~ .  . 
• . . ,  . . .  

. . . .  : .... i n  c o n f o r m i t y  w i $ ~  %he U n i t e d  . . N a t i o n s  C h a r t e r  a n d  t h a t  ~ " 

of the 0rganizeJ%~a~ of Africsm .D-nity, 
• -: .. .....- . 

• - ..--.2- • ,:. ' "*' :- .. ".. , , 

• , ..... ,..,. ; 

(7) The African s t a t e s  shali,.~tuallyirecognize their . . . .  : .... ; - . . . ' .  : 
• - t':,'~. ':. v..--:,... ~- . . : 4 ] :  

e x i s t i n g  h i s t o r i c  : r i g h t s  ~i)~ :: .: , ...... :: . .  : . .  ' (.; • :: 
• . . . . .  -.~.$!. • . . . . . . . . . . .  • . . 

.. ,, . -, 

However certain participants expressed reservations as to a 12 miles limit for 
the territorial sea and as %o fixing a precise limit. 

. . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. On recommendation No o 5 others %i~ought ii~he:t ~he general principles of ,i 
- . .. .: . .. 

International Law should be referred to in order %o fix maritime limits, ii :~: 
~.. ~ ".~i " 

\.. 

(b) On "Historic Right~:" s:~d ":~istoric Bay:,s",:~: " 

~ , } ; ~  - Si . . . . .  . : .  , ( 1 )  T h a t  t h e  _ ~ . ~ . ~ o r l c  r i g h t  ' a c q u i r e d  b y  c e r t a i n  
n e i g h b o u r i ~ _ g  A f r i c a n  S%a-~es  mn a . p a ~ t  o f  t h e  S e a  w h i c h  . . . . . .  

• - . . . .  ~.. . . . . . . . .  ~ . .  

m a y  f a l l  withi:,:~, t h e  e x e l . u s ~ i v e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  a n o t h e r  
. , . . .  ; . .  • - . .  

State should b e  recognizedand saf.e.gaarded, 
. .. .::... . '" ., 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

, . . .. . . . . .. 

(2) The impossibilit~r ~~ ._ ~ . . . .  ~ ~o.-c a,:o A-::~r~-.can S:~te to province 
evidence oi' an ~izr~e~°Xup-~e& claim over a historic 
bay. should not constitute an obstacle +o the recognition 

:: . . ... . - . . ..... & " :  
o f '  t h e :  r i g } - , ~ q  0 f  t ~ h - b  e . . . . . . . . . .  

• " " .  • " 1 : "  . : "  " ' "  

Adopted ,;.~ithou% x.eservation., 

• -.,....:.- , I 

. .~  - -  . . . .  

, .  [ 

' i .  . . . .  

" " A 
• . : 

. .  : • . , • 

II. On the biologioal re%0.i~j/~ces {o~f %he ;:.~ea. i:ishing and mami%ime pollution, 
.. ". {" 

. .. 
. . . .  ~ • .. 

Recommendations ' 

The Participantls ~ ' , 
<..< 

. ;  . 

Recommend to African States to extend their sovereignty, over all the resources 
of the high sea adjacent to the.4r Territorial Sea wit,bin an economic zone to be 
established and which will include at least the contirien~s,l Shelf. 

• " . :  : . ; ' i  

.-..:~ ~ . : -  . . .  
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Call upon all African States to uphold the principle of this extension 
at the next International Conference on the Law of the Sea. 

.. .'~. : . .'.., ' 

. . . .  l.. : . . . . . . .  

Suggest that African States should promote a new policy of co-operation for. 
the °development of fisheries so as to increase their participation in the 
exploitation of marine reSo~ces. ~ " 

.. 

Recommend -to African States to take all measures to fight, pollution and in 
partlcular~ • 

by establishing national laws to protect their countries from pollution~ 

b y  a d v o c a t i n g  i n  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  O r f f a n i z a t ~ . o n s  . the  c o n c l u s i o n  o f ,  a p p r o p r i a t e  
agreements on control measures against pollution. 

" ' Adopted Without reservation.- 

I I I .  On t h e  c o n t i n e n t a l  s h e l f  a n d  t h e  S e a - b e d :  
.. ° 

Recommendations : . • 
p 

(I). The Economic Zone embodies all economic resources compriSing- :.-:~ .i..' 
both living and non-living resourceS such as oil, natural • .- 
gas and other mineral resources. 

(2) Political and strategic aspects of the sea-bed wer-e 
-- considered. The need ~ouse the .sea-bed exclusively 

for peaceful purposes presupposes the definition of a 
legal rggime to ensure greater security of the sea while 
guaranteeing the respect of the rights of coastal..s.tates..... .... 

(3) The p&rticipants considered that natural resonances outside 
the Economic Zone sho!~ld be managed by the International 
authori ty. 

(4-) The participants stressed the necessity for the Agency 
to function democratically and the need for adequate 
continental representation therein. Representation 
should not be based on the sole criterion of maritime 
strength and account should be taken of the existing 
imbalance between developed and developing countries. 

(5) The Seminar categorically rejected the veto system and 
considered the system of weighted vo~ting undemocratic. 
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IV. Concerning settlement to the conflicts w~ucn~ " ~ ms3 ~ arise between coas0~_' ] States ~ud 
the International Colm~uuity, 

In the light of their discussions the Semin~ ~ approves the principle of setting 
up an international goverz~ng body to manage the colmmon heritage outside the li11~ts of 
national jurisdiction° It considers that -'-~" • o_~s bod~ must conform -with the spirit of 
the resolution w1~ich provided for its creation~ and for this reason must be structured 
and operate in such a way that the developing countries should be the pr~uary con- 
trollers and beneficiaries. 

i 

The Seminar recoi~aends that the international body sho~,d carry out its wishes 
on the Sea-bed and sub-soil for the benefit of the International Community. 

Therefore, it considers that its action will depend onthe desire of States to 
extend their l~mits of jtu~isdiction. The Selmi~a~ ~ noted that it was important for t1~s 
body to avoid being a s~mple administrative apparatus issuing licences and distributing 
royalties. 

It considers that to be efficient the International body must seek the best ways 
and means to i~nvolve the business concerns of developing countries in exploiting the 
resources available in its zone of using tlnese resources to promote the progress of 
man/~ind in the developing coquetries so as to correct the grave imbalance between the 
nations. 

The Seminar considers that sJ.l these objectives can be acl~ieved if the 
participation of developing countries in the planning~ setting up~ and operation of 
this body is assured ~thout restriction. 

The participsm.ts e~ressed the u_usm~mous ~.ish that these recommendations s]not~d 
be notified to all African States m~d to the OAU. 
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