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THE SFECIALIZED- CONFERENCE OF THE. CARIBREAN.
COUNTRIES ON PROBIEMS OF THE SEA

. RECALLING::

That the International American Conferences held in Bogoté in_l948,'and in
peoples of the Americag depend on the natural

Caracas in 1954, recognized that the
rgsourcés as a means of subsistence, a2nd proclaimed the'right'té ﬁrotecf, conserve

aﬁ&,develop those resources, as well as the'right to ensure their uge and utilization.

That the 'Principlés of MExido or the.Légal Regime of the Séai waich were
adopted in 1956 and whlch were recognized "as the exnresslon of the Jurldlcal
conscience of the Contlnent and as applicable, by the American States“, establighed
the basis for the evolution of the lLaw of .ihe Sea which culminated, that year, with
the amunciation by the Specializéd.ConfereﬁceIin the Capital of the Dominican
Republic of concepts which deserved endorzement by the United Nations Conference on
the Law of the Sea, Gepeva; 1958. | |

That the General Assembly of the United Hations, in 1ts Regolution 2750 (X&I)
decided to convoke in 1973 a Conférence on_the Law of the Sea, and recognized "the

need for early and progressive development of the law of the sea";

GE.72-14508
Te=-2712k



© b /ACA36/80
page 2

That it is desirable to'defineg'through’uhiversal norms, the nature aﬁd:eeope
of the rights of States, as well as their obllgatlone and reepons1blllﬁ1es relatlnw
to the various. ocganic aones, without prejudice to regional or sub~reg10na1
agreements, based on the said norms.

That the Caribbean countries, on account of their pecullar condltlons, requlre
special criteria for the application of the Law of the Sea,s; while at,ihe same time
the co-ordination of Latin America is necessary for the'pﬁrpose of joint action in
the future; . L o .

Thajjfhe;eeeﬁemie?aﬁd‘SDEielfﬁeﬁeiqpment“of all the ﬁeeﬁies_eq&:tﬁeféseuyance
of equal opportunities for all human beings. are essential oconditionsg for peace;

That the renewable and nbn7reneweb;e resources of the sea contribute to improve
the standard-of Iiving of the develdping countries end to -stimlate -dnd acdelerate
their progress; - . ‘ _ | ) I '

That such resources are~hot:inexhauStible”sincefeven.the living species may be
depleted or extinguished as a eonsequence of irrational exploitation or pollution;

' That the law of the sea ehould harmonlze the needs and 1nterests of States and

those of the Internatlonal Communlty, _ _

That lnternatlonal co-operatlon is 1ndlspensable to ensure the probectlon of
‘the marlne env1ronment and its better utlllzatlon, ) v .

That as Santo Domingo is the po;nt of departure of the nmerlcan clv1llzatlon,l
as well as the site of the Tirst Conference of the Law of the Sea in Latln Amerlca_
in 1956 it is historically 51gn1f1cant that the new prlnclples Yo advance the '
progreselve develo)ment of the Law of the Sea be proclaimed in this cliy.

Formulate the following Declaratlon of'Prieciples:
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TERRITORIAL SEA

1. . Thé soverelgnty of a State extendé, beyond its land territbfy
and its internal waters, to_én aréalof the sea adjaceﬁf-fo its coast,
designated as the derritorial sea, including tﬁe superjacent air space as
well as the subjacent seawbed and subéoil. |

2, The breadth of the territorial sea and the marner of its
delimitation should be the subject of an iﬁternationél agTeément, preferably
of a‘worldwide.scdpe. In fhe meantime, each State has the righf to
establish the breadth of its territorial sea up to a limit of 12 nautical
mileg to be méasured from Fhe applicable baseligg. 7

5. Shipslof all States, whether coaétal or not, should enjoy the
right-ofrinnbﬁent pasgsage through the territorial sea,‘;p accordance with

International Law.
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1., The coagtal State has sovereign rights over the renewable and
non-renewable natural rescurces, Which are found in the waters, in the
seabed and inlthe sﬁbsoil of an area adjacent to the territorial sea
calle@ fhé patriﬁonial sed.

2. The coastal State has the duty to promote and the right to
regulate the conduct of scientific research within the p%triﬁonial'se;;
ag well is the right to adopt the necessary measures to prevent marine
pollution and to ensure its sovereignty over the resdurces of the area.

3, The breadith of this zéne should be the subject of an
international agreement, ﬁreférably of a worldwidé scope. The whble of
the area of both the territofial sea and the patrimdnial sea, taking into
account geograpﬁic ciréumstances, should not exceed a maximum of 200 |

neutical miles.

4. The.delimitatiqn of this zone between two or more States, should
be carried out in acéordancé with the peaceful procedures stipulated in the
Charter of the United Nations.

5. In this zoﬁe ships and aircraft oflall States, whether coastal or
not, should enjoy the right éf freedcom of névigation and overflight ﬁith no
restrictioné cther than those resulting from the exercise by the Coastal
Btate of its rights within the areé, Subject only to these limitations,

there will also be freedom for the laying of submarine cables and pipelines.
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CONTINENTAL SHELF

1. The coastal State exercises over %he continental shelf sovereign rights for
the purpose of exploring it and exploiting its natural resources. '

2. The continental shelf includes the geswbed and subseil of the submarine areas
adjacent to the coast, but outside the area of the territorial sea, to a depth of
200 metres or, beyond that limit, to where the depfh of the superjacent waters admits
the exploitation of the natural resources of the said areas. h

3. In addition, the Stétes;participéting in $this Conference consider that the
Iatin American Delegations in the Committee on the Sea~bed and Ocean Floor of the
United Nations should promote a étudy concerning the advisability and timing for the
establishﬁent of precise outer limits of the continental shelf takiﬁg into account the
outer 1imits of the continental rise. o i

4. I that part of the continental shélf_covered by the patrimonial sea the
legal regime provided for this ares shall apply. With respect to the part beyond the
patrimonial sea, the regime established for the continental shelf by International Law

shall apply.
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INTERNATIONAL SEA-BED

1. The sea~bed and its résources, beyond the patrimonial sea and Beyond the
continental shelf not covered by the former, afe the common heritage of merkind, in
accordsnce with the Declarsbion adopted by the General Assembly of the United Fations
in Resolution 2749 (XXV) of Decembexr 17, 197C. '

2. This aresa shall be subject to the regime to be established by international
agresment, which should create an international amthority empowered 1o underfake all
activities in the area, particularly the exploration, exploitation, protection of
the marine environment and scientific research, either on its‘own, or through third

parties, in the manner and under the conditions that may be established by common

agreement.
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HIGH SEAS

The waters sittated beyond the outer limits of the patrironial sea constitute an
international area designated as high seas, in which there exists freedom of navigation,
of .overflight and of laying submarine cables and pipelines. Fishing in this zone should
be neither mnrestricted nor indiscriminate and should be the subject of adequate

international regulation, @feferably of worldwide scope and general acceptance.
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MARINE POLLUTION

-~

1.  Is the duty of every 3tate %o refrain from perfoxﬁing acts whioh may
nollute the sea and its seabed, either inside or outside its respective
jurisdictions? _ A

2. The internafional responsibility of physical or juridical‘persons daméging
the marine environment is recognizéd. With regard.to this matter the drawing up of

an international agreement, preferably of a worldwide scope, is desirable.
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REGIONAL CO-OPERATION

3, Recognizing the need for the countries in the area to unite their efforte
and adopt a common policy vis-3-vis the problems peculiar to the Caribbean Sea
reiating mainly to‘scientific_research, rollution of the marine environmenﬁ,
conservation, exploration, saféguarding and exploitation of the resources of the sea;

24 Decides to hold perlodlc meetings, if p0551b1e once & year, of senior
governmental officials, for the purpose of co-ordinating and harmonizing national
efforts and policies in all aspects of oceanic space with a view to ensuring
maximum utilization of resources by all the éeoples of the region.

The first meeting may be convoked by any of the States éarticijating in this
Conference.

‘ —0=—0~0=0=0=0—0—

Finally, the feelings of peace and respect for international law which have
always inspired the latin American countries are hereby reaffirmed. It is within
this spirit of harmony and solidarity, and for.the strengthening 6f the norms of the
inter-american system, that the principles of this document ﬁhall.be realized.

The present Declaration shall be called: "Declaration of Santo Domingo".

Done in Santo Domingo de Guzmdn, Dominican Republic, this ninth day of June
one thousand nine hundred and seventy-two (1972), in a single copy in the English,

French and Spanish languages, each text being equally authentic.
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