UNITED NATIONS

GENERAL
ASSEMBLY

Digtzr.
GENERAL

A/AC.138/81
9 Angust 1972

Original: EUCLISH

COMMITTEE QN THE PREACEFUL USES OF THS
SEA-BED AND THE OCEAN FLOCR BEYCORD THE
LIMITS OF WATIONAL JURISDICTION

REQUEST FOR A STUDY ON THE DIFFERENT ECONCMIC IMPLICATIONS CF
THE VARTOUS PROPOSALS FOR LIMITS OF THE INTERNATICNAL SEA-BED AREA

supmitted by Afehanistan, Austria, Belsium, Bolivia, Czechéslovaki@,
Hungary, Nepal, Netherlands, Singapore, Zaire and ZFambig

It is proposed that the Secretafy«Genéral be vequested to prepare a study on the
economic implications for the area under the authority of the international machinery,
as resulting from each of the varicus suggested limits for national jurisdiction. The
suggested 1iﬁits are the following:

(a) 200 meters isohaih;

{b) 500 meters isobath;

(¢) 40 nantical miles;

(d) 200 nautical miles;

(e) edge of continental margin.

BAPLANATORY STATEMENT

The question of the limits of nationsl Jurisdiction is importanﬁ_not only for the
coastal States but is egually important for the international régime, whose extent would
have to depend on the limits so established. TFurther, the characler and functions of
the orgens of the international machinery must necessarily depend on the actual extent
and nature of the ares of the internstional régime which ultimately accrues o mankind
as a whole.

Jeversl proposals have heen presented, both formally and orally, by delegations on
the question of the limits of national jurisdiction. The economic significance and the

I ’ . -, - - . R - ge e . 3
extent of the intewpational wégime would vary according to the limits ultimetely adopbed.



In order to have & fruitful discussion and eppraisal of the question if is
necessary to understand.ahdlappreciaie the sconomic significance and implicatioﬁs of
the different proposals on limits. Information. on this is not yet available‘to this
Commities and for this reason the gponsors havé‘considered it highly desirvable and
useful to have a study of the kind reqguested of the Secretary~General. Such & study
would natorally have to be based on existing data and knowledge. 5It-would alac |
corplement the yeports prepared by the Secretary—Generél on "Pogeible impget of seg;bed
mineral production in the area beyond national Jjurisdiction on world merkets with
gpecial reference to. the problems of developing covntries" (A/AC.158/36) and
"Additional notes on the possiﬁie gconomic implicaticons of rineral production from the
international sea~bed arsal (A/AC.138/73).. Infihqééﬂxeporfsrii;w&s noted thal such
a ! j fon of the area.

impect, if any, would depend on the finsl delimitat
- The proposals, for limits enumerated in this request for a study are not necessarily
exhaustive. The sponsors weuld be prepared to accept any suggested additions to those
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already listed. |
. The sponsors slec wish to state that this request is made in accordance with

General Agsenmbly resoclution 27500 XXV where in parsgraph 11 the Secretary-General was
reguested "to render the Committee all the assistance it migy require in legal, economic,

technicsl and scientific matters.!
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