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C@'~.'IITTEE 0N TF~ PEACEFUL USES OF TH8 
SEA-BED AND THE OCEAN FLOOR BEYOND TI~ 
L~.~ITS OF NATIONAL JURISDICTION 

~EQD~ST FOR A STJDY ON THE DIFFERENT ECONOHIC ]KPLICATIONS OF 
TBE VARIOUS PROPOSALS FOR L~oIITS OF _E ~.TTEP~IATI@TAL SEA-BED APSA 

submi~ted b,Z_A~l~_a=nis%an,_~Aus%riaz__~umj Bolivia, Czechoslov~ia~ 
H~_~ar~[ep_%l uyetherland._S .a_%in~re_z_~ Zaire and Zambi_a 

• . . ... 

1% is proposed %hat the Secretary-General be requested $o prepare a study on %he 

economic implications for %he area under the authority of' %he international machinery~ 

as resulting from each of 9he various suggested limits for national jurisdiction, The 

suggested limits are %he following: 

(a) 200 meters isobath~ 

(b) 500 meters isoba~h~ ~ 

(c) 40 nau~ica! miles ~ . . . .  

(d) 200 nautical miles, 

(e) edge of con%_nen~al margin. 

E)[PLAK&TORY STATE~;~NT 

The question of %he !imi~s of national jurisdiction is important no% only for %he 

coastal States but is equally important for the internationa£ r4gime~ whose exten-~ would 

have to depend on %he limits so established. Fur~her~ %he charac-~er and fm-~c-~ions of 

the organs of ~he international machinery must necessarily depend on %he actual e~xtent 

and nature of the ares, oi'-~he international r4gime which ultimately accrues ~o m~mkind 

as a whole. 

Several proposals hs;~e been presented~ both formally and ora!!y~ by de!egatious on 

the question of the limi.~s of ns,-~ional jurisdiction~ The economic significance and %he 

-.'.o~-.~ wou].d vary according to the li~its ul-hims, te~y ad_opted extent of the international ; r e ~ . ~ - ~ e  , , - . . . .  
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In order to have a fm,~i%fu! discussion and apprsisal of the question i.% is 
, _I -L " 

necessary/ to understa~%d ann a@preciaSe ,,he economic s i g n i f i c a n c e  a~.d impl ica%ions  of 

-bhe differen~ proposals on limi-~s, Irff'ormation{on this is no% yet available 90-bhis 

Committee and for this reason %he sponsors have c:onsidered it highly desirable s~_d 

useful to have a Study of %he kind requested of +he Secret ary-Gener~_l, Such a study 

would naturally have to be based on exi.s%ing data and Icnowledge. "1% ,would also 
• . 

.. 

complement the ~ ~ _ . ~ x~,por~s ~repared oy %he Secretary-General on "Possible ~Da, o% of sea-bed 
... 

mineral production,• in the area beyond national jurisdiction on world markets ~,ith 

special reference tO %he problems of developing co~n%ries '' .(A/AC,138/56) and 
. . . .  

• . .  . - . . . . .  

"Additional notes on %he ~possibie eoon01~c implications of mir_~eral production from the 

international s..e.9~b.ed .a.rea!!.. :(~&/AC, 1}8/7.3..) .,. in..tho.~e ...i~epor%s 'i.%-wa.s noted .ilia:% such 
iapact, i£ s~.y, Would de6end on [,he £inai&el~"i~,~%ion of She ares,, 

• ~ne P.roposals. for .limits en%unerated i-n:%hiSrequest for ~ study s~re~ not necessarily 
. .: 

exhaus.%ive, The s~onsors would be prepared. %o a0cep% any suggested additions t0 %hose 
t: 

already, .listed. 
.. :.i 

.: ~he sponsors also wish %o state %ha% +,,his reques$ is made in acoord.ance wi~h 
{ 

General Assembly resolution 2750C }[XV where in !~ars~'raph II %he-Score%saT-General was 

rec~esbed "%o render  %he Co.~.~a2%$ee ~'~1 She assistm-'xce i t  m~y req~. . re  in  iega!~ @conor~c~ 
. . ~  . 

technical and scientific matters," 
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