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COMMITTEE ON THE PEACEFUL USES OF THE SRA-IED
AND TH¥ OCEAN FLOOR BEYOND THE LIMITS OF
NATTONAL JURISDICTION

QRGANIZATION OF AFRICAN UNITY DECLARATION ON THE ISSUES OF THE
LAW OF THE SEA ~ CM/Res,289 (XIX)

The Council of Ministers of the Organization of African Unity, wmeeting in its
Twenty-~first Ordinery Sesgion in Aﬂdis Ababa, Bithiopia, from 17 to 24 Mpy 1973{
L. Considering that in accordance with the Charter of the Organization of African
Unity, it is "our responsibility to harness the natural and ﬁﬁman regsources of ourr
continent for the total advancement_of our peonles in all spherestof human
endeavour"
2.  Recalling resblgtions ?M/Res‘245 (XVIT) and CM/Res.250 (XVII)} of the Seventeenth
Session of the Council of Ministers of 0AU on the Perwmanent Sovereigmty of African
Countrieg over their natural resourcas;
3. Recaliing the OAU Council of Ministers' resclution CM/R@S,QSQ (X1X); and

decision No. CM/Dec.236 (XX);
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4.  Recalling also rgsoiution 2750 (XX&j5ﬁ§,§Q29ua.(XXVII) ai the Uhi?ed Ngﬂ%o@sé
Gener315ASSembly§ =
5. éﬂgﬁg that many African countrics did not participate iﬁ the’1958-and71960."‘
Law of the Sea Conferences;

6. Aware that Africa, on the bLagis of zolidarity, needs to harmonize her position

on various issues helore the'forthcoﬁing’ﬁnited'Nations‘Conferenoe on the Lav of the
Sea due to be held in Santiago, Chile in 1974, and to benefit therefrom;
Recdmnizing that the marine onvironment and the living and mineral resources

I )

thevein are of vital impoftandé to hummand Gy ané are not ﬁnlimitea;:
- | ‘\‘ .- .

8. loting that these marine resources ore currently being exﬁlbitéd by only a

few States for the sconomic benefit of their neonle;

9. Convinced that Africon countries Lhove a right to exploit thg marine resources

aroﬁhﬁ the ‘African continent for the'ecﬁnomié.beﬁefit'of Af;icanrﬁeoﬁiés; -

10. Recopnizing that the capacity of the Sec to assimilate wastes and render them

harmless and its ability to regenerate natural resources are not unlim;ﬁedji

11. HBoting the pﬁfential of the séa for use Tox non-peaceful purﬁosesy and:

convinced that the submarine environmisent should be used exclusively foi peaceful =

purposes
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1z, | Recomizing fhe position of archipelagic States;

13.  Recopriizing that Africa has many dia;dvat&ngedlStates including those that
are landleccked or shelf-locked and those vhose access to ocean snace depénds
czclusively on passage throush sctraits;

14. Hoting the recent trends in the extension of coastal States jurisdictions
over the area adjacent to their coastas;

15. Having noted the positions and the views of other States and regiongs

LECLARES:

i

1. Pending the successful negoti&fion and general adoption of a mew regime to be
ostablished in these areas by the for:hcominﬁ-United Nations Conference on the Lew
of the Sea, this position prejudices neithor the‘présént limité of the territorial
sea or any State nor the existing rishts of States;

2. That the African Stafes endoroe the nrincinle of the right. of dcceés to and

from the séa by the landiocked African countries, and the inclusion of such a

provision in the universal treaty to be negotiated at the Law of the Sea

T Confererce;
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3.  That the African States in view of the imnortance of internatip?a; navigatiop
through straits used as such endor;e the remime oflinnooent passage_ip-prinqiple but.
recognize the need for further precision of the regime;

a4, That the African Stetes endorse the principle th&t the base~lines of any
archipelagic State may be drawn by éonneoting the outermost points pf thg,aq?ermost

islands of the archipelagzo for the nurvoses of determining the territorial sea of

the archipelagic State.

REGIME OF ISTANDS
. . - . .
5. That the African States recogn;ze the ge§Q:for %‘p?oper determination of
ﬁhe nature of maritimé spaceé of islandg ;nd recommend that‘such detefmination should
be made according to equitable principles taking account of all relevant factors.and
special circumstances including:
fa) The size of islands
{(b) Their population ox the absence thereof
_ (c) Their contiguity to the »principal territory
(d4) Tbgir zeological confifuration

(¢) e special intercst of islands States and archipelagic States.
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EXCLUSIVE ECONOMIC ZCNE CONCEPT THCLUDING EXCLUSIVE FISHERY ZONE

[

5. That the Africaﬁ States recommize the right of each coastal State to establish
an exclusive economic zone beyoqd ﬁhcir territorial seas whose limits sﬁall not
exceed 200 nautical miles, wmeagsured from the baseline establishing their ferritorial
Seas s
7. VThat in such zoges the coastal Siates ghall exercise permanent savereignty over
all the living and mi?eral rescources and shall managé the Zone withcut undue
interference with the other legitimate uses of the sea: 4name1y; freedom of

f

navigation, overflight and laying of cablez and nipelines;

8. That the Afvican countriep consider that scientific research and the contr?l
of marine pollution in the Eooﬁomic Zone suall Bbe subject to the jurisdiction of
the coastal States;
G. That the African countries recognize, in ofder thgt the resources ol the
region may benefit g;l neoples therein, that the landlocked and other disadvantaged
countries are entitled to share in the exploitation of living resources of

;

neighbouring economic zones on equnl bacis ag nationals of coastal States on bhases

of African solidarity and under such vegicnal or bilateral agreements as may be

worked outs
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10, That nothing in the propositions set herein should be consirued as recogni;ing
rights of tersitorics undéfrﬁdioﬂigi,'fﬁreigntér'racist abminafion_to‘ﬁﬁg.foregoin£§
D
REGIONAL, ARRANGEMENTS
11; That the Afriéén States inlarder to develop and manage the rgsdurqes of the
rggion take all possible weasures including‘po-operation'in the conservation and
maﬁagement of the 1iﬁing reséurces and the »revention and bopfrol of pollﬁtién to

conserve the marine enviromment, establich such regional institutions as may be

necessa and settle disvwutes hetween them in accordance with regional arrangements.
Ea [}

i

=

FISHING_ACTTVITIES TN THE HIGH SEAS
12, Thaf the African States recognize that fiching activities iﬁ the high éeas
have a direcﬁ effect on the figheriers within the territériél'sea and in the}economié
zone. Consequently, such aotifities mist be regulafed espécially having regafd to
the highly %igraﬁory and éna@rdmous fish 5pecies. The African States»fheréfore
favour the setting up of an interﬁationél gea fisherieé regiﬁe or authority with
sufficient powers to makg States'comply to widely aécepted fisheries management

principles or dlternativély, the atrengthening of the'éxistiﬂérFAO Fisheries
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Comeissions or other fisheries regulatory bodies to enable them to formilate

appropriate regulations applicable in all the areas of the high seas.

TRATNING AD TRANSFER OF TECHNOLOGY
13, That the African Sta£es in order to henefit in explofation and exploifation
of the resources of thé seabed and subsoil thereof*shail intensify national and
regional efforts, in the training'apd assiétance of ‘their persohnel in a1l aspeété
of marine science and technology. Furthermore théy shall urge the appropriaté-
United Nations Agencies and the technologically advanced.countries to aécelerate

the process of transfer of marine science and technology, inqluding’the training
of personnel. G
SCIFNTIFIC_RESEARCH
14, “ L£1]1 States regardiess of their geographical-situation have the right to carxry
out sciéntific reseérch in the marine environment.  The research must be for
peaceful purposes and should not cause anyaharm to thermarine environment.
Scientific research in the territorial sea or in the exclusive ecdnomic zone

shall ohly be carried oult with the consent of the coastal state concerned,
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States agree to promote [international conoperation in mgrine.scientifié,
research in areas beyond limits of national Jurisdiqtign., Suchksééentific rgsearch
shall be carried out in sccordznce wiﬁh,rules and procedures laid down by the
interﬁational machinery.m = «.x .

a

PRESERVATION OF THE MARINE ENVIRONMENT

15. That African States recognize that every Sfate has a right to.@anage its
regources pursuant to its environmental -nolicies and has an obligﬁfion in the
prevention and control of pollution of the 1;.‘1zwim—3_env;'L:::'onrnen“l:7.b
16. ifConsequently,—African States ghall take_alllpossible meaguyes,-ininidually
or jointly, so that activities carried out under their jurisdiciion or cont#@l do
not cause poliution damage to other S#até? an& to the marine environment as a whole.
i7. In formulating such measures, States shall iake maximum agcount of ﬁhe
provigions of existing international or regicnal pollutéon:coptrol conveétions

and of relevant principles and recommendations nroposed by competent international

or regional organiszationa.
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INTERNATICNAL REGIME AND INTERNATTIONAL MACHINERY FOR THE SEABED AND

i e i P

OCEAN FLOOR AND SUBSOIL THEREOF BEYGHD THE LIMITS OF NATTIOHAL JURISDICTIQN

18. That African States reaffirm their belief in the Declaration of Principleé,
embodied in resolufion 2749 (XXV) of the United Wations General Aséembly aﬁd that -
in order to realize its objectives these princinles éhall be translated into

treaty articles to govern the area.

19. In particular éhe Afyican Sfates reaffirm.their belief in the principles of
Common Heritage of Mankind, which pfinciplé ﬁhould in no way be limited in‘its
scope by restrictive internretations.

20, That with feéara to the International Seabed area, African’States affirm that
until the establishment of the international regime and inte?national machinery the
applicable regime in the area is the Declaration of Princiﬁles, résolution 2749 (XXV)
and the meratorium regolutions; and that in accordgnce wiih the nrovisions of the
Declaration and the resolutions no State or person, natural, or juridiéal, shall
engage in any activities aimed at commercial exploifation of the érea;

21. Withou£ prejudice to paragraphc 1 and 6 above, the African Stgtes support a

1imit of the international area determined by cistance from appronriate baselines.
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22. That the African States affirm that:
(a) The compe tence of_the.internatiOXai machinery shall extend over the seébéd
androcean floor and tﬁe subzsoil fhereof, beyond the limits of natioﬁéiy
Jurisdiction.
(b) The machinery shall‘péssess full legal personality with functional
privilegen and immunities. It mey have some working relationship with
the Tnited Wations system but it shall ﬁaintain considerable pﬁlitical
and financial indepeﬁdence.
(c¢) The ﬁachinery shall be invested with strong aﬁd bomprehensive bowers.
Among others it shall have right to explore‘and exploit the area, to handle
equitable distribution of benefits and to winimize any adverse economic
effects by the flucfuation of pricgc of raw materials resulting.frmﬁ
activities carriéd out in the area; to distribute‘equitably among all
developing countries the proceeds frowm any taﬁ (#iscal impﬁéitionj leviéd
in connexion with activities relating to the exploitation of the arga;
to protect’ the marine environment; 1o regulate and conduct scientific

research and in this way give full meaning %o the concept of the commen

neritage of mankind.
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(i) There shall be an assembly of all members which shali be the:repository
of all powers and a council cf limited membership whose cdmposition'shall
reflect the principle of eduitable geographical distribution and shall
exercise, in a demccratic manmner, most of the functions of the maéhinery.
There shall also be a seoreta%iaﬁ to servicg all the orgéns and a tribgnal
for.the setflement of dismutes. The Assembly and the Council would be‘
competent to establich as copronriate subsidiary ofgané:for smeciglized

DPUrpOses.
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