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This document has been drafted with-the intention to contribute to the work of 

the Committee in adopting various articles relating to land-10cked States. Since 

the right of free access to and from the sea is the established principle of 

iniernational law~ much care has been taken to include the special provisions 

regarding this rigl~t of the !and--locked States, This document also contains~ in the 

form of general guidelines~ certain articles vTith regard to the participation of 
'b 

land-locked States in the exploration and exploitation of the sea-bed and its 

resources, . ' " 

These draft articles are not intended %o s%8/qd, alonebut shall form an . 

inseparable part of. the la~r of the sea to be fitted ,at-appropriate places into a 

comprehensive Convention ~lating %0 %he law of-the sea. 
• . 

~reambl.e 

, Recogni.z.in ~ that the righ% of free access .to and from the sea of ls~%d-locked 
.. 

S%s, tes 'is One of the essential principles of the la~.r of the sea and forms sm integrs~l 
• . .  

part of the established principles of international law~ as the right of free ~ccess 

to and from the sea of land-~locked States derives from the application of the ..... 

fundamental principles of f~eedom of high seas and has further been strengthened 

by the principle of the A,~iea of the se~,-bed as the common herita, ge of mankindo 
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AR~!CLE i 

Definitions : 

For the purpose of %his Convention: 

(a) "land-looked State" ~neans any State which has no sea coast:~ 

(b) (i) "tr f °io in of 

and means of transport across the territory of one O r more.trs~usit- . • 

S%a%es~ -when %he passage across such territory, with or without trans- 

shipmen%~ w~ehousing~ bre~king bulk or change in the mode of transport 

is only a poi~tion of a complete journey which, begins or terminates within 

the territory of the land-locked S%ate~ 

(ii) for the purpose of traffic in transit "person in transit" means the 

:passage of .person whose movement is not prejudicial to s.e:curity~ law and 

order of %he transit State~ .. : 

(c) the term "transit State" means any State with .or without . :.a sea-coast~ • .. 

situated between .a la/%d-locked State ea%d the sea~ through whose territory 

: the land, locked State shall have access %o and from the se-a~. • 

(d.) .the term '.'means of transport,' includes: .... : .... . 
• h. . 

(i) -any railws/# stock~ seagoing and river vess.e!s and road vehicles~ 

(ii) where the local situation so requires, porter and pack animals~ 

(iii) pipelines~ gaslines~ and storage- tanks when they are used for traffic 

~ in.%ransi% .a~md..o%her means of transport, subject to appropriate . : 

arrangements as and %,~hen necessary~ < .. 

I~TICLE Ii 

Right of free acc@ss %o and from %he sea 

I. The right of land-locked States to free access %o and from the sea ~ is: One of %he 

basic principles of the law of the sea ar_d forms an integral part of the -principles 
: , ;. . 

• . .-. ; ~ ,... 
• . 

of international law. 

2. In 0rder %o enjoy the freedom of the seas and %0 ParticiPate in %he exploration 
.. . . . .  . 

a/%d exploitation of the sea-..bed and its resources on equal terms with coastal S%a%es ~ 
• . . -. 

land-looked States irrespective of the origin and characteristics of %heir land-locked 

condi%ions~ shall have the right cf free access %0 si%d from the sea in accordance with 

%he provisions of %his Convention, 

5. The right of free. access to and from %he sea of land-locked States shall be %he 

concern of %he international community as a whole and %he exercise of such right shall 

not depend exclusively on the transit States, - .......................... 
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ARTICLE III 

Freefiom .of transit 

Transit States shall :a0.cord f~ee. an@. unrestric.ted transit for traffic An transit 

Of-land-locked St.ates~ ~-~i.thout discrimination among them, tO and from the sea by all 

means of transpo-rt and communication~ in accordance with the provisions: of this. 

Convention. , . 

' ' ARTICLE IV 
.. 

.. Ri~ht of_ _flaglan_d_ equal treatm@nt - .. 

Io A land-locked State shall have~ equally with coastal States~ the right to fly.. 

its flag on vessels which are duly i..registered .in its territory. 

2. On the high seas~ ves"S.e..~.S flying t:he. flag. of_ a land-locked State shall have 

identical rights to those enjoyed by vessels of coastal States. ,. 

5- ~ in the .territOrial sea.and in internal ~,rater.s~ vessels flying the flag of 

land-locked States-shall have identical rights .sm8 enjoy treatmentequal to that . 

enjoyed by vessels flying the flag of coastal States. 

• " ARTICLE V 

Right t o us e ~,~arit ime Port s 

1. Vessels flying the flag of a land-~locked Sts..-~te shall have the right to use 

maritime port S. .... ! ...... . .. . 

2. Vessels of land-locked States are entitled to the most favoured treatment ~d 

shall under.no circumstances receive a treatment less favourable than that accorded 

to vessels of coastal States as regards access to and exit from the maritime ports, 

3. The use of these ports~ facilities.~ installations and equipments of any kind 

shall be pro.v.ided under.'..the, same. conditions .as ..for coastal-States... . 

" ' ARTICLE VI , 

Customs Duties and other Charg_9_~ 

1 " Traffic in transit shall not be subject to any customs duties~ taxes or other 

charges except .charges levied for specific services rendered in connexion ~,~th such 

traffic. 

2. If the port installations and equipments or the means of .transpor~ .and 

communication or both existing in a transit State are primarily .used by one. or more 

land-locked 3tates~ tari££s~ fees. o.r. other char.gels, for services rendered shall be 

subject So agreement bet~,~een the States concerned:. . . • .. 

3. Means of transport in-transit used. by the land-locked State shall not be. subject 

to taxes~ tariffs or charges higher than those leviedi_f0r___the .... use ofmeans of 
. . . . . . . .  

transport of the transit, State,, ~ .. -.. 
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. - • ARTICLE VII 

~ree Zone or Cther facilities: . 
. . . .  ,-~.~, . . . .  ~ ,..w~.~..~.. . • 

• " . ° • .L.~ ,. I For convenience of trafZic in transit~ free zonesl and/or other facz!~:o:~es may. be 

provided at the p or.ts of entry and. exi~ in the -transit States, by agreemen.t between 

those States and the land-locked States. : .. 

2. Such zones shall be exempted from the .customs regulations of the coastal Sta-'~es. 

They remain~ however~ subj.e.ct $.o/~-~he jul.~isdiction...tf.tHose States with regard to police 

and public health regulations. . . . . . .  - " 

. . . .  ARTICLE V III . ...... 

R iFht to i~p~oi_nA Customs 0 f f i c i a l s  - 

L a n d - l o c k e d  S t a t e s  :shall .  have t h e  r i g h t  t o  a p p o i n t  Customs O f f i c i a l s  of  thei.r.~o~.m 

i n  the  p o r t s  of  t r a n s i t  or  f r e e  zones empowered i n  a c c o r d a n c e  With p r a c t i c e  of  S%a~es~ 

t o  a r r a n g e  t h e b e r t h i n g  of  v e s s e l s  whose cargo i s  bound f o r  or  coming from .the...land~ 

locked  S t a t e  and t o  make a r r angemen t s  f o r  and s u p e r v i s e  l o a d i n g  and u n l o a d i n g . . .  .... 

o p e r a t i o n s  f o r  such v e s s e l s  as we l l  as d o c u m e n t a t i o n  and o t h e r  neces sa rY  s e r v i c e s  

f o r  t h e  speedy  and smooth movement, of  t r a f f i c  i n  t r a n s i t .  

Transportation .~_~Han__8~d_ _~t_o_r_a~o~__~..g09ds in_ t~rans_$_%.. ~ ' • 

Transit states shall provide adequate means of transport~ storage and ,handling 

facilities at the points of entry and exit~ and at intermediate stages for the smooth 

movement Qf traffic in transit. 

ARTICLE X .. 

_Im_p.rovement : 9f< the }deans of Transport an_d .... C0mmu!t!cat/~o-ns_ 

~,~en means of transport and communication in the transit States are insufficient 

to give effect to the rights of land-locked States of free access to and from the sea 
. . . . . . . . . . . .  . . , 

or when the aforesaid means of trsmsport and comm~naica%ion or the :,port installations 

and equipment are inadequate or may be improved in any respect~ the land-locked States 

shall have the right to construct~ modify or improve them in agreement with the transit 

State or States concerned, 

ARTICLE X! . , 

De!s~s or difficulties in traffic in transit 

I. Except in cases of force ma__jeure all measures shall be taken by transit states 

tO avoid delays in or ;restrictions on traffic in transit. 

2. ....... Shou!d delays or other difficulties occur in traffic in transit~ the competent 

CJ ' ,  authorities of the transit State or States and of land-locked o%ates shall Coo-operate 

towards their expeditious elimination. 
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ARTICLE XII 

Right of access to and from the sea _through rivers 

A ! s n d - l o c k e d  S t a t e  s h a l l  hs,ve t h e  righ% of a c c e s s  t o  and from t h e  s ea  t h r o u g h  
• . .  : . .  

. . .  

navigable rivers which pass through its territory and the territory of .transit States 
.. 

• 

or  form a common bounda ry  be tween  t h o s e  S t a t e s  and t h e  l a n d - l o c k e d  S t a t e ,  : 
. . 

ARTICLE XIII 

A l t e r n a t i v e  r o u t e s  

Land-locked States shall have the"right to use one or more of the alternative 
. .  

routes or means of transport for purposes of access to and from the sea. 

ARTICLE X~r 
• . .  

R_i_ghts of2r~ansi3_S~tates , . 
• . 

The transit State~ while maintaining full sovereignty over its territory~ shall 

have t h e  r i g h t  to  t a k e  a l l  i n d i s p e n s a b l e  measures  to  e n s u r e  t h a t  t h e  e x e r c i s e  of  t h e  

right of free and unrestricted transit Sha!l ' in no way infringe its legitimate 
. .  

interests. This provisi.on Shall not be construed as prejudicing territorial disputes 

of any kind. 
• . 

~IRT IC LE XV 
• . 

T~ora_%~y__devi_%tio_n .in exceptional cases . . . .  

The measures of a general or particular character which a contracting.State is 

obliged to take in case of an emergency affecting the security of the State or .the. • 
: . . . 

• : 

vital interests of the co~mtry may in exceptional cases and for as short a period as 
.. , . • 

poss~bie~ involve a deviation from the prov.isions of the above Articles, it being 
< - . 

understood that the principle of freedom of transit must be observed to the u.tmost 
., 

p o s s i b l e  e x t e n t ,  

ARTICLE XVI 

Since free transit Of land~-Ibcked States forms part of their right of free 

a c c e s s  t o  and from the  sea  which b e l o n g s  to  them i n  view of  t h e i r  s p e c i a l  g e o g r a p h i c a l  

position~ reciprocity shall no% be a Condition of free transit of land-locked States 

r e q u i r e d  by t r a n s i t  S t a t e s  but  may be a g r e e d  be tween  the  p a r t i e s  conce rned ,  

ARTICLE XVII 
• . . . . . .  

Access t.o and " fr6m 't he Sea-bed Area 
. "  

(I) Lsmd-locked States shall have the ri.ght of free access to and from the Arce, of the 

s e a - b e d  i n  order: to  enab le  them to  p a r t i c i p a t e •  i n  t he  e x p l o r a t i o n :  .sxld e ~ l o _ t a t i o n  - q 

of the Area and its resources and to derive benefits therefrom in accordance with 

the provisions of this Conven~ion-o ...... : ..... 

(2) For  t h i s  p u r p o s e  t h e  l a n d - l o c k e d  S t a t e s  s h a l l  have t he  r i g h t  t o  use  a l l  means and. 

facilities provided for in this Convention with regard to traffic in transit. 
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R_ep~esenta%ion of Land .... locked States 
. . . . .  

.. 

In any organ, of ~he International. . _ Soa-bed~ Nachinery in which not all ~lember 

States wil ! be represen%ed~ in particular in i-~s Counc i l ,~ - - the re . . : . sh~I I  be an adeg~.ate 
... 

.. 

smd.prop0r%ionate ntmuber..of I p.nd-!ocked States~ both developing.and developed ~. '' 
.. ,.. ..... 

.. 

" ~ T  T ~ ' . r  . .  . , - • . . . .  "ARTIC~ ~_,~:.- . . . . .  ; : .  • . .  

])_e c i sio. ~-_- i ' f ~  
• . . 

( 1 )  i n  a n y  o r g a n  o f  t h e  ~ i a c h i n e r y ~  dec i s ions  on, .q.ues%ions o f  s u b s t a n c e  s h a l l  b e  made 

w i t h  due  r e g a r d  %0.. :~he s p e c i s , !  n e e d s  and  p r o b l e m s  o f  l s ~ n d - l o c k e d " : S $ a t e s , .  ' 
.~ . . .  ~ . . . . . .  

~ O .,~ ~.. • 

(2) On questions of suos~a~:~ce which affect %he .interests-of lanu.-,locked es~ . 0 u . ~ 2 ,  O " 

• . 

decisions shall be made with their participation° 
.... 

~d~T IC.LE )0{ • 
.-------~ . - ~ . ~ - - - ~ - ~ - - ~ -  . ... '. 

ilelation to Previous A~reemen%s : .  

i~) " • ,- ~.- ................. ( The  provisions o f  % h i s  Convention which g o v e r n - ~ h e  r.igh% o f  free a c c e s s  o f , l a n d ~ :  
. .  . . . . . .  . - . ~  ] . .  . , . 

. - .  . .  

locked S~ates %o and from the Sea shall no%- abr..oga~e e~i:stin~..:-special~ agreements 
• ....~ • . "  ~ -• 

between two or more States concerning, the matters which :are regul.a%ed in this.-. ~ 
• , 

.. 

Convention~ nor shall %hey-raise an obstacle as regards the conclusion of such 
b 

agreement s in the future. 

(2) In case such existing agreements provide, less• _~°avourab!e.: conditions than those 
... . , ." •_ . .  •- ..., 

• . . . . . . . . .  . ....... 

contained in this Convention~ %he States concerned undertake that %hey shall ormn~ 

them in accord with the present provisions a% the earliest.:~.Q¢casiono : ::. 
• .: .. : 

(7,):, The p r o v i s i o n s  c o n t a i n e d  i n  t h e  p r e c e d i n g  p a r a g r a p h ,  • s h a l l •  no.%.~ afIec-c° ' e x i  s t  "~, " rs . ". 

bilateral, or muit~-]st~rai_ _.,~ ~ ~.~ agreements relating to air transport, .: ' :: i~.~.," 
• . 

• ... .. 

, , .. 

F ~ ~ c c l u s i o n  o f  _ a p ~ l _ c a t i o n  o f  F b s t - F c : v o u r e d - N a t i o n  C l a u s e  

Provisions of this Conven%ion~ as well a,s special agreements which regulate %he 
.. 

e x e r c i s e  o f  t h e  r i g h t  o f  f r e e  a c c e s s  %o a..nd f r o m  t h e  s e a  and  t h e  A r e a  o f  t h e  Sea~.bed~ 

establishing rights and facilities on .account of special geographical-position of 

l a n d - l o c k e d  S%ates~ a r e  e x c l u d e d  . f rom t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  m o s t - f a v o u r e d - . - n a t i o m  c l a u s e .  

ARTICLE •Yd<! i 
.. 

..:.. • 

Settlement of Dis~a~ute s 
• -•. : • . 

Any dispute arisir~g from %he interpretation and s/pplication of %he provisions o£ 
. . . . . .  

%~ ~ .,_ . _: ,_ . . . . .  t h e  f o r e g o i n g  A r t i c l e s  sl_,al7 be  s u b j e c t  -~io t_be . t?roced.ures  : for  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  o f  
• .• . • .  

. . . .  
. :  . . . . . .  

disputes provided for in-the Conv ention~ 
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