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The Committee on the Peaceful Uses of the Sea-bed and the Ocesn Floor beyond
the Limits of Uational Jurisdiction,

Recalling Geperal Assembly resolution o5Th o {¥XTV), which declares that
pending the establishment of an international régime for the sea-bed area States
and persons, physical or Juridicasl, are bound to refrain from all gotbivities of
exploitation of the rescurces of the area,

Bearine in mind the vrovisions of the Declaration of Principles contained in
General Aszembly resolution 2749 (XXV), which declares that the area shall not be
subject to appropriation by any means by Stetes or persons, natural or Juridical,
and that no State shall clsim or exercise sovereignty or sovereign rights over
any part therecf, and that no State or person shall claim, exercise or acquire
rights with respect to the srea or its rescurces incompatible with the international
régime to be established snd the principles of the Declaration,

Cravely concerned over the svidence adduced before Sub-Committee I which
revealed that a number of nations, organizetions and consortia were already engaged
in operational activities in the area,

Hsving noted the assurances that some of these companies or consortia were
engaged in experiments and were not aciing as a commercial enterprise,

Recopnizing that scientific research and experimental activities in the ares
are necessary for the development of technology and the promotion of the
exploration of the area and its resources,

Decides in conformity with the provisions of the two aforecited resolution§ to
call upon all States engaged in activities in the sea-bed ares to cease and desist

from all commercial activities therein and to refrain from enggging dirgctly or
through their nationals in any operations aimed at the commercial exploitation

of the ares before the establishment of the régime,

Decides alsc that all arrangements made or to be made for the commercial
exploitation of the resources of the area prior to the establishment of the régine
shall have no legal validity and shall not form the legal basis for any claims
with respect to any part of the area or its resources.
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