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THE L~,~ITS OF NATIONAL JURISDICTION 

Al~eria..Brazil~ .C]~ile~ China, Ire, q, Kenya, ]{U~.}[ai__t, .... Lib,yan A rs~ Republic , 
Mexico, Pe,ru,..Vene.zue!a t yemen and._.Y.ugo.sl.avia: draft decision 

T]~e _Con~nitt_ee _On_, the .Peaceful Uses of..the .Sea-Bed end the 0ces~] Floor_beyond the 

Limits of .National. J~risdiction ~ 

Recaliin~ General Assembly resolution 2574 D (XXIV), of 15 December 1969, in which 

the Assembly declares that, pending the establis?nnent of an.international r4gime for 

the sea-bed and the ocean floor, States and persons, physical or juridical, are bound 

to refrain from all activities of exploitation of the resources of the area, 

Bearin~ in mind the provisions of th@ Declaration of Principles Governing the 

Sea-Bed and the Ocean Floor, and the Subsoil thereof, beyond the Limits of National 

Jurisdiction~ contained in General Assembly resolution 2749 (XXV) of 17 .December i970 

which declares that the area shall not be subject to appropriationby any means by 

States or persons, natural or juridical, and that no State shall claim or exercise 

sovereignty or sovereign rights over any part thereof" and that no State or person, 

natural or juridical, shall claim, exercise or acquire rights ~th respect to the area 

or its resources incompatible ~,.~th the international r4gime to be established and the 

principles of the Declaration, 

G_ravel3r .conc@rned over the evidence that a number of States, orga_uizations and 

consortia are already engaged in operational activities in the area, 

CaI.!s upon all States engaged in activities in the sea-bed area~ beyond the limits 

of national jlzrisdiction, in conformity ~-~th the provisions of the two resoiutions cited 

above, to cease and desist from all activities aiming at co_~m~ercial exploitation in the 

sea-bed area and to refrain., f~om engaging directly or through their nationals in any 

operations aimed at the exploitation of the area before th@: establishment of %he 

international r4gime 

Reaffirms that prior to the estab!isb_ment of the international r4gime~ no claims on 

aa~y part of the area or its resources, based on past, present or fut~re ac~tivities will 

be recognized. 
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