
UNITED NATIONS 

GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY 

Distr. 

14 A ug~s t 1972 

O r i g i m a l  ~ ~ C L i S H  

COI$~ITTEE ON THE P~'~CEFUL USES OF THE 
SE:~-BED i~D TB~. ~om~~'~'~ FLOOR BEYO~D THE 
LII~ilTS OF NATIONAL JD-RiSDICTION 

DRAFT REPORT 

Introduction 

I Under paragraph 2 of " l '" 
• reso_u-~lom 2750 C()C{V) of 17 December 1970~ the General 

Assembly decided to convene in 1973~ in accordance with the provisions of paragraph- 3 of 

that resolutiom~ cited in paragraph 2 below~ a conference on the law of the sea which 

would deal with the ests, biishment of an equi.table intern, ational r@gime -- including an 

international machinery - for the area and the resources of the sea-bed and the ocean 

• floor~ and the subsoil thereof~ beyond the limits of national jtu~isdiction~ a precise 

definition of the area~ and a broad range of related issues including those concerning 

the r@gime of tl~e high seas~ the continental sheif~ the territorial sea (inc!udimg the 

question of its breadth.,and the question of international straits) and contiguous zone~ 

fishing and conservation of the living resources of the l~gh seas (including the questi0n 

of the preferential rights of coastal States)~ the preserva°tion of the marine env±ronment 

(including~ inter a?=is~ the prevention of pollu~ion) and scientific research° 

2. In the same resolution the Assembly decided to review~ at its twenty-si]~th and 

twenty-seventh sessions~ the reports which it instructed the Commit-bee ~o make on the. 

progress of its preparatory work with a view to deter.mii~ing the precise agenda of the 

conference on the law of the sea~ its definitive d~e~ _ • . ~-~ location and durati on~ and 

related arrangements~ if the Assembly~ at its twenty-seventh session detenmined the 

progress of the preparatory work of the Committee to be insufficient~ it might decide 

to postpone the conference, 

3.. Under resolution 2887_. ~d~~v~)I~'~ ~ the General_ Assemb!v~ noted ~.~ith satisfaction the 

encouraging progu,~ess of the preparatory work of the Committee towards a comprehensive 

conference on .the la~,~ of. the sea~ in.conformity wi~bh its mandate-con-~s~mi~ "ne¢i~ i-n .... 
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elaboration of an international r4gime"~ndma:O.hi~ery.::~, . for the sea-bed~:and~-¢h~@/oo@a~ : ~  ...~ ~... , -, . f~1o~i~,..... ~ , 
• " - • • • : L  " " . . .  " o ~ : . .  " - . . . '  

and the. subsoil thereof~ beyond the iimi~s o ~ national jurisdiction. 
.. 

4-  ...T.h..e.......G..ene.r..a.i .A.s.s...e.mbSy .a lso. .no~.ed.  the .  c o n s i d e r a t i o n . . b y . . t h e  .Commit_tee.. o£ .... the-., r e p o r t . . ~  ...... 

submitted by the Secretary-Genera! I-/pursuant to reso.lu.$ions 2750 A and B (xx~v)..andof 
.. 

the study of possible methods and criteria for the sharing of. benefits derived from-the 
• . . 

e~ploitation of the resources of the area 2-/ undertaken inaccordance with the Committee's 

request of March 1970. .. 
• . 

.. 

5. In the same resolution, She Assembly decided to add to the membership of the 
. .  

Committee China and four other members %0 be appointed by the Chairman of the Firs% 

Committee in.consultation wit-h regional groups with due regard to the inter.ests of. 

under-rep.resented groups. .. 

6. The Committee was requested,, in the discharge of its-mandate in accordance..with.-.- 

resolution 2750-C (XX..V), 1o hold tWO sessions, one in New York dur±ng March-April and one 

at Geneva during.. Ju!y,Au.gus% 1972. • " ' 

7. A% the 2031s% .plenary meeting of the General Assembly on 22 December 1971, the .. 
. .  

Chairman of the First Committee annou~Iced that, in pursuance of the decision in. '. 
• . .  

- % . .  

paragraph 4 .above~ he had appointed .the following States members of. the Commi.~tee: " Fiji, 

Finland, Nicaragua and Zambia. The membership of the Committee. ws:.s thus as follows~-. 

Afghanistan~ Algeria,. Argentina, Australia~ Austria, .Belgium, Bolivia~...Br&zil, Bulgaria4 

Byel0russian Soviet Socia!ist Republic~ Cameroon, Canada, Ceylon, Chile~ China~ Colombia, 
• . 

• .. 

Congo, Cyprus~ Czechoslovakia, Denmark~ Ecuador, Egypt, E1 Salvador, Ethiopia~ Fiji,-Finla/qd~ 

France~ Gabon, C-hana~ Greece~ Cuatemala~ Guinea, Guyana, Hungary,.Iceland,.:India~ Indon.esia, 
.. 

Iran, Iraq~ italY, Ivory Coast~ Jamaica~ Japan, Kenya~ Kuwait, Lebanon~ Liberia, Libyan. 

Arab Republic, Madagascar, 14alaysia~ Mali, Malta, Mauritania , Mauritius, Mexico~ Morocco~ 

Nepal, Netherlands, New Zealand, Nicaragua , Nigeria, Norway~ oPakistan~ Panama~ Peru~ 

Philippines, Poland~ Romania, Senegal~ Sierra Leone, Singapore, Somalia, Spain~ Sudan, 

Sweden~ Thailand~ Trinio.~d and Tohago~ Tunisia, Turkey~ Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, 

I/ A/AC°138/36and A/AC.138/37 and Corr. I and 2, which are summarized in 
O ffi,c/r.a.'.l ~Records~_p_£ thg:~ Ge.ners , !  AS_Sembly~ T w e n t y - . , f i f t h  : . s e s s i o n  Sup-z~!emen_% N_9, 21 ( A / 8 4 2 ! )  
Anne~ Iio 

2_/ A/AC.138/38and Corr. I. 



page 5 

Union of Soviet Socialist Republics~ United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland 

United Republic of Tanzania, United States of America~ Uruguay~ Venezuela, Yemen~ 

Yugoslavia, Zaire and Zambia.i/ 

8. At its twenty-six:%h session~ the General Assembly also decided~ under resolution 284( 

to refer %he question of the creation of an intergovernmental sea service for further 

consideration to the Corami%tee at its session %o be held in July and August 1972 and 

requested the Committee %o report on that question to the General Assembly through the 

Economic and Social Council. 

9. The following Member States have participated as Observers as provided for in 

parag~,aph i0 of resolution 2750 C (XXV): Barbados~ ]3hu%an~ Burma~ Cuba~ Dominican Bepubli( 

Haiti~ Honduras~ Irela.nd~ Israel~ Jords_n~ IQm.~er Republic~ Malawi~ Mongolia~ 

O man 9 People's Democratic Republic of Yemen~ Portugal~ Saudi Arabia~ South Africa and 

Syria. 

I0. Meetings of the Committee were attended by representatives of %he International A%omi( 

Energy Agency and of the specialized agencies %he International Labour OrganisaBion~ 

%he Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations and its Committee on Fisheries~ 

the United Nations Educa%ional~ Scientific and Cultural Organization and its 

Intergovernmen%al Oceanographic Commission~ the Inter-Governmental Maritime Consultative 
, ~. 

Organization and the World Meteorological Orgs~r~ization~ as well as of the Ui~i$ed Nations 

Conference on Trade and Development. 

Ii. At its 75th meeting~ on 25 Maroh~ the Committee heard a statement by 9he Secretary- 

General of the United ,~3aoions. 

12. ~r. Constantin A. Sta~mopoulos~ Under-Secretary-General and Legal Counsel~ 

~JLr. L.N. Kutakov~ Under-Secretary-General for Political and Security Council Affairs~ and 

~ir. P. de Seynes~ Under-Secretary-General for Economic and Social Affairs~ were present 

at various meetings of the Committee and its Sub-Committees. 

13. At its 74th meeting~ on 21 March~ the Committee heard statements by the Secreta<f- 

General of %he United Nations Conference on the Human Environment and by the representa- 

tive of the Food and Agricultttre Organization. 

14. In accordance with the Committee's request at its 66th meeting on 27 August 197!~ the 

~ecretariat prepared a Comparative Table of Draft Treaties~ Working Papers and Draft 

i_/ The total membership of the Committee was increased to 91 of which only 90 
members have been namedo The unfilled seat was allocated %o the Eastern European group 
by the letter dated 8 January 1971 from the Chairman of the First Committee %o %he 
S e cre%az~-Gel~erai (A/827~). 
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15. :~Lrsuant to operat ive  paragraphs 2 and 3 of  r e s o l u t i o n  2750 A(Z~V), the SecretazT- 

General sub.mAtted a d d i t i o n a l  notes on the possib le economic imp l i ca t i ons  o f  minera l  

production from the international sea-bed area (A/AC.138/73). 
16. In accordance ~;~lth requests made by the Committee~ the fo lowing documents were 

prepared by the Food and Agriculture Org~.nization and circulated to the members of the 
.. 

Committee: Report on Re~ulatory Fishery Bodies (A/AC.138/64), Conservation Problems 

wi th  Special  Reference to New Technology (A/AC.138/65) , F ishery  Country .~zof i les ,  A t las  

of the Living Resources of the Seas (F~O Fisheries Circular No. 126/Rev.l)~ Fishing 

methods likely to have adverse effects on the conservation of fishery resources (Fisheries 

Circular No. 147) and Sedentary~ migratory and intermingling species, their habitat and 

distribution (FAO Fisheries Circular No. 148). 

17. Also at the request of the Committee~ the following two reports were made available 

by FAO to the members: Report Of the FA0 Technical Conference on ~{arine Pollution and 

its Effects on Living Resources and Fishing (Rome~ 9-18 December 1970) and Report of 
.. 

the Seventh Session of the Committee on Fisheries (Rome, 6-13 April 1972). 
... 

18. A document entitled "The Activities of the Inter-Governmental Maritime Consu_ta~Ive] ~" 

Organization pertai1~ing to ships, Routeing, Traffic Separation schemes, Areas to be 
b 

avoided by Certain Ships and Related Questions" (Mist(72)8)was circulated by IMCO. 
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