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The present report is submitted in accordance with operative paragraph 2 of 
• ... 

General Assembly resolution 3029 (LIVII) of 18 December !972. 
: • . . 

Since the session .• , covered in this report represent the latest phase in the 

work of preparation for a third United Nations Law of the Sea Conference and in 
.. 

order to place the latest developments in perspective, the Committee considers it 

appropriate to include, as the first part of its report, a brief historical review 

of its work as well a£ of the work of the preceding Ad Hoc Con~ittee to Study the 

Peaceful Uses of the Sea-bed and the Ocean Floor beyond %he LJJnits of National 

Jurisdiction. 

I. The item concerning the peaceful uses of the sea-bed beyond national jurisdiction 

was first included in the agenda of the General Assembly in 1967. The General Xssemb!y 

examined °%his item at its twenty-second session and adopted resolution 2340 (XXII) 

• .° ~ _ . . estaolzshzno an ad boo Committee~ comDosed of 35 States, to study the peacful uses of 

the sea-bed and the ocean floor beyond the limits of national jurisdiction. In this 

connexion, the ad ho_ c Committeewas requested to prepare a study which would include 

a survey of past and present activities of the United Nations, and other 
.. 

intergovel~qmental bodies with regard to the sea-bed and ocean floor, and of existing 

internaiional agreements,concernir~ those areas~ an account of the s.oientific~ 

technical, economic, legal and other aspects of the item~ and an indication as to 

practical means of promoting international co-operation in the exploration~ conservation 

and use of the sea-bed and the ocean floor~ and the subsoil %hereof~ as contemplated 

in the title of the item~ and of their resources. 
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The ad hoe.  Committee a.t i t s  f irst ; . : ."Session i-n ,.March 1968~ e s t a b l i s t i e ( t  t£ro w o r k i n g  " 
• . . . . .  

groups of the wh61e, dealing respectively wi~h economic and technical ma~-ters, and ..~ .. 
. . . .  

with legal aspects. I% proceeded on the basis of consensus among its members although 
• . . . . 

no formal decision was taken to that effect . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

In its report i~ the ad hoc Committee informed the Assembly that all delegations 
.. 

had a g r e e d  t h a t  the  i tem as  a whole r e q u i r e d  f u r t h e r  s t u d y  and t h a t  ± n s t i t u t i o n a l  

arrangements Should be made by the General Assembly for that purpose. The report 

r e f e r r e d  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  to the  s u p p o r t  e : . p r e s s e d  f o r  t h e  i d e a  o f  e s % a b l i s h i r ~  a 

standing committee which should be a focal point for study of the various related 

aspects of the item. The adh00 - Co~i%tee also reported on its endeavours to secure 

agreement on a draf~Declaration of Principles which was intended for submission to 
.. 

the General Assembly. Final agreement on this issue, however~ could not be reached 
• 

by the close of the final session of the ad hoc Committee's work. 

At its tWenty-third session, on 2i December 1968, the General Assembly adopted 
• . . 

four resolutions, resolution 2467 A, B, C and D (XXIII), establishing the Committee 

on the Peaceful Uses of .the Sea-Bed and the Ocean Floor beyond the Limits of National 
h @ 

"k . . . .  . 

J u r i s d i c t i o n a n d  o u t l i r ~ ~ .  i n  e f f e c t  i t s  f u t u r e  work .  
' : 

The Committee, as established by resolution 2467 A (XXIII), Was composed of the 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  42 Member S t a t e s ,  At i t s  f i r s t  s e s s i o n  i n  1969~ the  Committee 

decided to organize its work essentially on the same basis as the .... ~d hoc.~ic-~mmittee~ • 

w i t h  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  t h a t  a L e g a l  Sub-Cormnittee and an  Economic and Techr~ca]_ 
. . ~  

Sub-Committee were established to replace th6':earlier Working Groups of the id hoc 
.. 

Committee. : 

• . 

At its three sessions that year~ as reported to the twenty-f0urth session of 

the General Assembly~ 2~ the Committee dealt :primarily with the questions posed in 
. . . 

resolution 2467 A and C: the elaboration df"iegal principles and no.~ims, for the 

exploration and exploitation of the sea-bed beyond national jurisdiction~ and the 

establishment of an appropriate international machinery %o promote such exploration 

and exploitsrich for the benefit of ma_~/~ind - For this second"topic~ the Committee 
• 7 .  

~ ~_ -q ," . 3 /  received a study prepared by the oecreualy--Ceneral pursuant to resolution 

2467 C (XX!il). 

i_/ _0ffigia~!=~ Records o f the ~,,rent~r-third session o f the _ ~@engrs~l - Assembl,z (A/7 230 ). 

2_/ Official Records of the T?,<en%~9:~fp_U~th sessionpf %heGeneral Assemb_~.~-~ 
Sup~p~!e_men% ~fo. 22 ~ ~  

I, bid,~ Annex II. 
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A third subject considered by the committee in 1969 was %he question of the 

reservation exclus±veiy f0.r.-peaceful 'purposes. of the sea,bed beyond national 

jurisd±ct,ion. Due accoun~ was paid --to the concurrent ±nternationa.1 negotiations 

in the field of disarmament as reuuested .by resolUti0n 2467 A-(.XXIII).-.l.n this 
o !  

connexion an addendum to-its. r.eport to the Assembly 4-/ Was .submitted .in November 1969., 

covering meetings on. thiS:. subject., :-. 

The Committee continue-d"~.%o work in close co-operation:,with the specialized " 

agencies and intergovernmental bodies dealing With problems referred ,to .in this same 

resolution. • • " 

During 1970 the Committee .worked intensively on the elaboration of, a Draft 

Declaration to govern the ..area of the sea-bed and the ocean floor, beyond the limits 

of ~ation~l jurisdiction, "TheGeneral Assembly~ in resolution 2574 B (XXIVi' had- 

requested particularly that the Committee expedite its preparation .of a comprehensive 

and balanced statement of .principles designed to :promote international co-oPeration. :. 

in the exploration and use of the area, However~ the Co~ittee was unabl~..,to....rea.c h .. 
... 

c0mple-%e 'agreemen~ before the submission of its report to the 25$hsessi.on.of the.., 
.; . 

General Assembly J A consensus, howeVer~ Was achieved on that draft-in the course 
e - . • • L :. • 

.. 

of informal consultations during the General .Assembly and. at the .initia.tive of..the 
b 

Chairman of the Committee the text was-submitted to the .-Chairman . of the....... -....... 

First Committee of the General Assembly, It. Was.subsequently adopted -as.. .. 

General Assemblyresolution 2749. (XXV), ... ...... 

The other matters the. Committee dealt with that year included .the economic. .. ~. 

and technical Conditions~ z~zlesand requirements for the r~gime. in order.-to meet 

the. interests of humanity asa whole,. The Committ.ee decided to...r.e.ques%, the. ... 

Secretariat.- to prepare an 8ddi%ional study on me%hods ~nd criteria for ..the sharing .... 

of benefitS..to be derived from. exploitation of the area beyond national j.urisdiction. 

It also reviewed questions of exploration and research in the are.a~ and co,operation 

in prevent marine pollution-which might result from exploration and exploitation, 

... ........... . ................... . ...~. . .. . 

4~- I b i d . ,  _S~l~2_!emen_ - t N o . 2 2 A  ( A / 7 6 2 2 / A d d . 1 )  
: . .  

0ff i_cia!__R_eco.rds...  o f  . t h e  Gen_e:rs, l__Ag_semblyg_~_Twenty, f i _ f t h  s e s s . i o n  " .. " 
Supp:.l. ,.e. m_ en~[.~fo .,_ 2 1  ( A/SO 2 i  ) .... ;:~.:..L .,-:.: :.- 

• 

. .  

. .  . -  - 
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The C0mmi.i%ee .included in .i%s-.r.!epor% %-o the 25%h session of the General A:ssembl-~ 

an acconn% 0f i%s consideration o.f. She,.repor% submitted .~o it. by the Secrelary-Gene.i-a.l 

on international-.machiner~ ~(-/ in acco15dsanc.e with General Assembly resolution .... 
.. 

2574 C (XXXV). ThiS:mesolu%ion had requested %he Secretary-General. %o .... prepare, a 

study, fur%her %o %ha% of !969~ on various %~pes of international m achinery~ wibh 

details as-%o status, structure, .func%ions and powers~ including %he power %0 

regulate, :coordinate~ supervise and co:ntrol .all activities relating• %o the emplora%ion 

of its resources for the benefit of mankind as a whole. At its summer session in 1970, 

the Committee had received-.a number of working papers in this. connexion. .. 

iAt its twenty-fourth session, the General Assembly adopted several resolutions. 

in connexion with the sea-bed and ocean !.floor item. One of those resolutions~ . '- 

2574A~ requested %he Secre%ary-Cener~l. %0 ascertain %he vfews of member. S%a%es .... 

on:the :desirability of convening a% an early da%e a [c6nference on %he !awof %he sea 

and %0 report his findings %0 '%he General Assembly a% its %wen%y-fifth Session... 
• ... -. . 

In ano%her resolu%ion~ resolu%ion 2574 9, %he Assembly declared %hat, pending %he 

establishment of an international "~" ' • re~ime including appropria%:e fn%erna%ional 
/ 

machinery, states and persons, physical and juridical, ~ere bo:und $-o. refrain from 
b 

all acbivi%ies of e~p!oi%~%ion of %he resources of %he area and%ha% no claim %o .. 

any par% of %he area of its .resources would be recognized. . .: .... 

Ln %he conclusion of its reioor% %o %he %wen$~r--fif%h session~ 8-/ %he Committee • 

s%a%ed"%ha% al$h0ugh progmess over %he previous %woyears had been. slower. %hart i% 

had hoped~ %he progTess haibeen sufficient ~0 main%ain confidence i~ %he emergence 

of a general agTeemen% On %he requiremenbs of%he in%@rna%ional r4gime which would 

be embodied in a fu%~e•%rea%y. I% was"obliged %0 addi however~. %ha% many questions 

of gTea$ imporSance had no% been resolved and"%ha% 9o do so would necessarily 

require more time and errorS. " • " - 

• ~. , .. ~-.... 

..... ~...,÷ .......... 

8/Official Records o2' %he General A ssembl3<~ T~bnbz=fif%h session~ 
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At its twenty-fifth session, theGeneral Assembly considered three additional 
. 

i t e m s w h ± c h  were combined  w i t h  t h e  s e a - b e d  and ocean  f l o o r  i tem~ one . .o f  w h i c h . d e a l t  

with the Seoretary-Generai's report 9-/ on the views of Member-States. regarding .the • 

desirability of convening a O'onference on the Law of the Sea, in accordance .with 

Resolution 2574 A (XXIV). " .-.- 

In addition to the De clara% i0n of Principles adopted at its twenty-fifth. 

l-~the Assembly adon%ed. Resolution 2750 C under which it decided %0 convene session~ ~ . . .  

. 

in 1975, in accordance with the provisions of paragraph 3 of that resolution~ cited 

below,  a c o n f e r e n c e  on t h e  law o f  t h e  s ea  which would d_eal w i t h  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  an 
• . 

an equitable international r6gime - including 8n international machinery- for the 

area and the reSoUrces of" the sea-bed and the ocean floor~ and the subsoil thereof,- 
. . • .. 

beyond t he  l i m i t s  o f  n a t i o n a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n ,  a p r e c i s e  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  t he  a r e a ,  a n d  a 
- . 

broad range of related, issues including those concerning the r4gimes .of the ~igh 
• . .  - 

s e a s ,  ~he C o n t i n e n t a l  s h e l f ,  t h e  t e r r i t o r i a l  s ea  ( i n c l u d i n g  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  i t s  

breadth and the"!"qu~stion of international straits) and contiguous zone~ fishing" and 
• . 

conservation of the living resources of the high seas (including the question of ..the 

preferential rights of coastal States)~ the i~reservation of the marine environment 
• (".. 

(including, i n S e r = a l ~ a  ~ the prevention of pollution) and ~cientific research. . ..- 

i n  the same"resolution the Assembly decided to review, at its twenty-sixth. - ... 

session and twenty-seventh session~ the reports which it instructed the Committee. 

to  make on the  p r o g r e s s  o f  i t s  p r e p a r a t o r y  work w i t h  a v iew to  d e t e ~ l i n i n g  t h e  

precise, agenda of the conference on the law of the sea, its definitive date~ ..... ]]6c~{%~[6n 
. . ;  

and .duration~ .and. related, arrangements. If the Assembly, at its. twen%y-seven.th 
• o 

• .. 

sessioin~ determined the pro,_g~ess ofthe preparatory work of the Committee to be .... 
• : • .  . 

i n s u f f i c i e n t ,  i t  migh.~, d e c i d e ,  t o  p o s t p o n e ,  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e .  
• ~.o:. 

Offlc.la_ Records of tne Genera_! Assg_mb!y~9_ TweDty-fifth session~ 

Su~plemen$ N0;28 , resolutioh 2749 (XXV). 
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The General Assembly re-.affirmed the msmdate of the Commi.t.te.e on the Peaceful 

Uses of the Sea-Bed and the Ocean Floor beyond the Limits of National Jurisdiction 

set forth in General Asse~iy resolution 2467 A (2~XIII) as supplemented by 

resolution 2750 (XXV)° Y.k~rthermore~ it decided to enlarge the Committee N~ 

44 membersl-i/~ appointed b ~ the Chairman of the 9-'irst Committee of the ¢~nera! " J 

Assembly in consultation with regional groups and taking into account equitable 

geographical representation ~h~ereon. 

The enlarged-Committee was instructed to hold two sessions in Ceneva~ in 

March and in July-Aug%~st 1971, in order to prepare for the conference on the law 

of the sea draft treaty articles embodying the international r4gime -- including an 

international machinery-- for the area and the resources of the sea-bed and the • 

ocean floor, and the subsoil thereof, beyond the 1traits of national 'jurisdiction~ 

taking into accotrnt the equitable sharing by ai-l:S%a%es in the benefits %0 ,be .- 

d e r i v e d  therefrom, bearing" in mind the specia.l"im~erests and needs ofdevel0ping 

countries, whether coast~l or land-.locked~ on the basis of the Declaration of 

Principles Governing %he Ses~-Bed and the Ocean Floor~ and the Subsoil Thei~eof~ 

beyond the Limits of National Jurisdiction, and a comprehensive list-of subjects 

and issues relating %o %he law of the sea referred %o in parag%_?aph 1..sbove~ which 

should be dealt with by the conference, and draft s~rticles on such subjects and 

issues. 

l! / The following States were members of= the enlarged Committee under, this 
decision: Afghs_nis%an~ Algeria, Argentina~ ~_us%ralia~ Austria~ Belgium, ~olivia, " 
Brazil, Zulgaria, Byeloi~ussis~ Soviet Socia!ist Republic~ Cameroon, Canada~ Chile~ 
Colombia~ Cyprus~ Czechosiovakia~ Denmark~ Ecuador, Egypt, El Ss~Ivador~ EthioPia~ 
France, Gabon~ Ghana, Greece~ Guatemala~ Guinea~ Guysma, Humgary~ ioe!snd, India, 
Indonesia~ Iran, Iraq~ l%a]_y, Ivory Coast~ Jamaica~ Japan~ Kenya~ Ifuwait~ Lebanon~ 
Liberia~ Libyan Arab Republic, }dadagascar, Malaysia~ Malt, Maita~ Mauritania~ 
Mauritius~ Mexico~ Morocco~ Nepal, Netherlands~ New Zealand~ Nigeria, Norway9 ........... 
Pakistan~ Panama~ People's Repuol._c of the Congo~ Peru,. Philippine s~ Poland~ Romania, 
Senegal~ Sierra Leone~ Singapore~ Somalia, Spain~ Sri Lamka, Sudsm, Sweden~ 
Thailand~ Trinidad snd Tobago~ Tunisia, Turkey, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic~ 

.................... 

Union of Soviet Socisiist Republics~ uniteRKin~b~ OfGreat B~itain and .... 
Northern Ireland~ United Republic of Tanzania, United States of America~ Urug.~ay.~. 
Venezueia~ Yemen, Yugoslavia and Zaire. One seat on the Committee, allocated to 
the Group of Eastern European States was unfilled so that the total number of 
members remained at 85. 
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' • .] The Committee :was au~horzze~ to ests?olish such subsidiary organs s.s i% deemed 

necessa.ry for the efficient performance of its fumctions~ beax'ing in mind the scien$ific~ 

economic~ legal and technical aspects of' %he issues involved~ and was requested %o 

prepa,re~ s.s a,ppropriate~ reports to the Geners.l Assembly on i_:he prog~ess of its work. 

The Seoretaa~y--Genera.l was requested to circula:~e-bhose reports-bo Member Sta.bes and 

to observers to the United ~Ta.tions for their comments and observa.%ions.. He was also 

requested ~o render %he Con~ti%tee al! the a, ssisbance it might require in lega.l~ 

"~ J . economic~ %ethnical a.nd scz~n~ific ms.tters~ including the relevant records of %he 

General /Lssembly and specia,lized agencies for the efficient performance of its 

func-b ions. 

The Assembly decided to invite obher ~,lember States which were no.% appointed %o 
.. 

the Co n~mittee %o participate a.s observers and to be hes.rd on specific poin-~s. 

Finally~ %he Assembly.invited the United Nations Educa.-bional, Scienbific and 

Cultural Orga~mizs.i;ion and i-bs Intergoverlmmental Oceano.~aphic Commission~ %he Food and 

Agriculture 0rgsniza.tion of the United Nations and its Committee on Fisheries~ the 

World Hea.l%h 0rganiza.tion, the Inber-Governmen-bal Maritime Consul-ha.tire Organiza,tion, 

%he World Meteorological Orgsniza.tion~ the I~rbernational A-bomic Energy Agency sad 

other intergovei_~r~uenba.l bodies snd specialized agencies concerned to co-opera.re fully 

wibh the Comn~ittee in the implementation of the present resolu-bion~ in particular by 

preparing such scientific a-nd ~echrLica,l doctmlentation as the Commit-bee might request. 

• ~'T -the Co lmnittee adopted the A~ its first session held in Geneva in march 1971~ 

te~t of the follOwing agreement on the organization of its work~ 

"The Co~~ittee shall form three Sub--Cormmit~cees of the whole. 

"~he allocation of subjects and functions-bo %he Sub-Committees 
• .. 

shall in the firs% instance be !imi~ed %0 %,hose i%ems on which %here is 

o on r~aon a0greemen%. 
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• "Treatmen% amd a.lloc-.+~on of ~.ml ou%s anding su{Jjec%s inc!uding~ 

i.n%e.r a.].ia,~ (i)%he precise definition,.-<..? %he a.rea-oz~: ~he sea.-bed and ~he 

ocean floor and the subsoil %hereof beyond %he limigs of national 

jurisdiction and (2) pea,ceful uses of %ha.~ a.rea sha.li be left for 

determns.~mon" "" "" ~-,JS' %he Co~.mr~i-~teeo I% is um_c,.ers ~ood' ~ .... ~ns.%~ %he Sub-Commi%%ees~ 
• . - 

in cob]~exion Wi%h -he .... ~- ~ egn all a,ted 9o ~ ~ . . . .  ~.::a.~u .._ co tne.m~ maw consider #~e precise 

: J " . .I " 

defini%ion of the ares. o£ [;he see,-,bed and-~he ocean £1o.dr~ azlo. %he subsoil 

@hereof~ beyond %he limi%s Of na%ional jurisdic%iono I% is Clearly 
• 

u]Iders'~ood %ha + %he ma,-~ier of reoo~It.,~enda.~ions concerlling %he precise 

defini%ion of the aa~ea, is %o be reCm.rded a,s a. con-[;roversial issue on ~-gnioh 
• . .. - 

• bhe Co~mi%tee i,~Suld ~.~rono~uice. :The Co~mi'~%ee shsll also deoide on ~he 
• .. . , . - . . .  

_ ~ ~ ~ " including -~he in%erna%iona,l. ques%ion Of -,JriOri%y o, 'pa.r%icula.r s,aojec%s 
• 

r6glme ~ ~he in%~rna.~$ons,l m achiner,v , ~, "~ a,_o. %he economic mmplzca;~ions of 

e-.~plo__~a.~ion of %he resoumce£ o£ %he sea.-be¢, and 9he oc.-~am floor~ an~ 9he 

" "  procee d£~.~{ s u b s o i l  b h e ~ e o f ~  . . . . . . .  oeyonc~ %he ! i m i % s  o f  n~-~,4on.al  j u r l s o . z o - ~ < "  " - " "  ~" o n  
• 

£rom~l'esol~bion 2750 <~(V) an.d %n~ relevant explana,%ions made on behalf 

o.f "'- m o s co-..spo~lsoi~s, 

"On %his m%dei~s-~anding a~d z]": accordance wi%h %he manda.ue o£ %he 

Co-e~mi%%e ,~ a.s [:ezlned in reso!u%io~.l 27'50 C (XXV)~ ~._e following" subjec%s 

and ftmc%ions sha,l! be ali!oca.-~ed %0 %he %hree Sub .... Coumni%%ees resnec%ively: 

"Subi.Oon~ni%bee I 

, ~ .~ . 

including an inbe_cna, uioioa.] .ms,ohine-~y • • ..fo:: %he ares. ano. %he resources of 
• 

_. ~e~,,--~e~: and. bhe ocea,n .,-°"~oOz,~ a~d 1;h~- ~.~ subsoil -bhereof~ u~yonct %he 
- . . 

_lml-cs of na.%iona~ juriudio;;io~.~ i~a!cinA" in%o a.oco~u~..~ ~he equi%a.b!e shaming 
., 

b~,r ~] ~n " ber e:ti%s o bea~n..~ in mind %he . . . .  1 S % a . % e s  _ .. de.:,.~ive,~_ % h e ~ _ ~ .  ~m~ 5.o.e [; 7-o "~ -"~-~-~"~ .... 

smecia.! " ~-ere °* an.d .~. _o xn~ ~,,s nee ..... o_, o.eve].oping coun-~z-ies~ whe%her coas%s.l or 

land.-] ocked ~ on the ~ '-: [O.e ,~a,~_,.s of %he c] ~rabi on o:[' ?ri~oio!es Governin@ %he 

o ~ , .  ~ e c  . . . . . . . . . . . .  ~ , ~ - - e o z  ~ o e y o n o .  % h e  L i m i - b s  

of: iTs.%ions,i gar~_sdic% ~_,_o--~_~ econom_i c im~lics.tions_ resu.l@ing from the 

e],']]] ~ .,- ~- {'v~.r" ,'h O-.Ua. uiol! Of +~-~ ~ ,~  r::- s o u r c e  ~' ,-~f bhe  a r e a  [~.~so]u,bion 2750 A t ~ v ; ]  a.s 

,~-,~etz-' a.s %he pa..,_-~ic-~t!a.r ..... n:~e,:):.s an.:" ~-<',,])] ~,:'¢' o f  l a n d - l o c h e d  c o u r t @ t i e s  

/ v-,~.- ] 
[regolugion_ 2 7 5 0 .  !:,-,, ~u~,:, ) j, 
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"Sub Co~v~ittee II ~ . . . .  

To prepare a. comprehensive list of subjects and issues relating to 

the la.w of the sea, including those crucerning the rggimJs of .the high seas,. 
• . .• 

the continenta.l shelf, the territorial sea. (including %he question of its .. 

breadth and the question of inte.~a.tional sirs.its) a~d contiguous zone, 

fishing and conservation of the living resources of the high seas (including . 
. .  

the question of the preferential rights of coastal states) and to prepame 

draft treaty articles %hereon. It is understood that the Sub-Committee may 

decide %o draft a.rticles before completing the comprehensive . list of subjects:- 

and issues related %o the la.w of %.he sea . . . . .  

,'Sub-Committee III ~ . . -  . . ,  - -  

• . 

To deal with. the preserva,tion of the marine environment (including ' . 

,i._n.te.r. #~ia:~ the prevention of pollution) and scientific resea,rch, and %o . ..:. ..... 

prepa.z~a dra~ t.. trea.ty art icle s there on. . • ~., . 

...... "The Bureat~.: sha,ll consist of a. total of 25 members on the ,principle. 
. . . .  . . . . 

. . .  

of equi'~bl e geogra.phical distribution~ the distribution being a.s follows: 

"Main Con~ni%tee . Chairman; Asia. • • 

"Sub-Committee I - 

"Sub--C ommi%%e e II! 

Vice-Cha.ii~men: Africa. (2) 

Ra.ppo: ~eur~ 

Chairman: 

ViCe-Cha,irmen: Asia 
• . 

.. 

• , 

L a t i n  A m e r i c a .  ( 2 )  " " : " 

Western Etu'opean amd others: (!) 
Eastern European (I) 
yu -osZa.via. ( z )  - " 

• - - 1  : ' " . ' - .  " 

Wostez~ .,uro.oean and Others 

. , } . , f r i c  a, " • '" 

Latin Ame_~ica ...... 
Eastern European 

.. 

Ra.pporteur~ Western Eurooean and others 
/ " 

Cha.iz~na/% ~ La/~in America. 

Vice--Chairmen" Africa, 
' " A s i a ,  " 
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"TI; w n n  -~" - . . . . . . . . .  ~SO a . ~ r e e d  [,ha-'~_ ,. a.-b ~d~e f o r m a l  r,,.~ebinGo~...,; t h e  f i r s - u  i t e m  w o u l d  

be the election of the Chai.rman of ~ .... '~ " ; a ~' ~, there,,z-Get %he election _ ~.',~.~ ! . ta .zn C6~!i ' b t ~ e  

oz. ~ %ii0. ":-~Y ~o.~--C._~..z±~-," -~;;~o--,-, . . . . . .  an...,." "~ Ro£~iJoz . . . . . .  ~ o e u r  ~ f o l l o w e d  l : , y  b h e  e i e c % i _ o n _  o f  b h e  o f f i c e r s  

of %he-bhree  Sub--Comrait%ees," . 

' ~ . . . .  un,:ers~ancL~ng r e a c n e o ,  in the closing This ~g~reemen~ wa,s sup-oiemented by a. zur-~her ;, " ~- ~" ~ 

s%a,ge of its sua~mie9 session held in Genevs in July/_A_ugus% 3.971 o::_, cer%s..in points which 

had no% been resolved m~der %he terms of %he above s.g~_~eemen-bo- The s.ddi%ional %ex-h 
.. 

w a s  a.s f o l l o w s  . . . . .  " . . . .  

• . . .  ~ - J - "  

"The question of inberna.bzonel z'@gime should receive a, cerba.in priority a.s 

e~piained ]3 2- %he co-.sponsors of %he ori~ina,l dra,f% resolution later a.dop%ed a.s 

resolution 2750 C (KXV) and as implied in %he %ermS of that i~esolution, TI:LiS would 

meen~ in %he. firs%, ins%aace~ %he. allocation of more time-be Sub-.Con~ni%%ee I, 

'"~{hile each Sub-Committee will have the right %o discuss and record, its conclusions 

on the question of limits so far a.s i% is relevant %0 the subjects a,lloca%ed %0 i9~ 

-- . ~ n , the main CoLmmit%ee will not -peach ~. decision on %he final reconmqend.a.-6ion wi%~i regard 

%o limits m~ull %i~e recomu,enua.~ions r~f Sub-Commit-bee ±_ on %he. precise defirai%ion of 

the a,i~ea, have ]3een received~ which sheuld constitute basic proposals for.the 

consideration of the main Co1~nit%ee, 
k. 

"The question of peaceful uses J.s a.lloca.%ed %0 the main Co.mm~it%ee~ i% being 

undersbood %ha.b each of .the Sub-Conm~ittees is free %0 consider i% in so fa.r as "bhis 

question is 3?eleven% %0 its mantis,re," 

The Con~ni%%ee held a. ~eneral debate in %he course of lO7 ! and received a. series 

of working" 10s,,~er-s~ ctr~.~% conven%ions~ ancL c,-~az~ ~rea.-by article rela.%ing 9o va,rious 

_ .  _ . 
:oa,r%s of its ~,.or_,:. I% also ha.d be±'ore it the re;corD ~3reps.red by %he 

'e ~ _ Secre%a,z<F--G hera,± -oursuan% %o Genera,l Assembly resolutions 2750 A and 9~ which 
. 

respectively des.l% wi%h %he possible ±mi~a . c t  of sea-bed mineral production in %he ames .  

beyond na.%iona,1 jurisdiction on world ms,rkets~ wi%h specia,i reference %0 %he problems 

of developing' cotu%tries~ and with-~he ques~ion of free access %o the sea. of land-locked 

cotu%tries and of %he speci_,~c proo±em~, of Ismd-locked countries rels,ting" to the 

exploration and exp!oi%a,%ion of-~he resources of %he ares,° 
.,.. 
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The report of the Committee for 1971 ~-~ comprised sections dealing ~rith the 

subjects and functions allocated %o each of the three Sub-Committees~ which for the 

most part dealt with the debates held in the Sub-Co~m~ittees as well as with the 

pertinent documentation, Armexed to the report were a series of draftconven~ions~ • 

draft treaty articles, working papers and draft lists of subjects and issues submitted 

to the Committee in the course of that year~ as ~rell as a number of other documents. 

At its 26th session the General Assembly, after considering the report of the ~ 

Committee, adopted resolution 2881 of 21 December in which it noted with satisfaction 

the encouraging progress of the preparatory ~ork of %he Committee to,cards a 

comprehensive conference on %he l&w of the sea~ particularly with regard to %he 

elaboration of an international r4gime and machinery for the area beyond the limits of 

national jurisdiction. • 

The Assembly decided to add China %o %he membership of %he Conmlittee and t0 have 

four additional members appointed by the Chairman of the First Committee in 

consultation with regional groups and with due regard to the interests of tlnder- 
1.4_/ 

r ep re S ente d gro up s. 

.~The Committee was requested to hold two sessions, one in New York during" ~.~aroh 
• . ~, 

and April and one"in Geneva during July and August 1972. : : 
'b 

/In 1972 the Committee continued its work in accordance ~i~i%h %he agreement's' 
"~ : " " . . I concluded in 1971%oi Which ' reference has been made above Its report ~ submi%~ed to 

the General Assembly at its t}~en%y-seven%h session c0n%ained the list of subjects and 

issues. 

; - { . . . .  

: . .: : . 

, I_3 / Official Records of the General issembl~r~ Twenty-sixth session~ 
I ement'l~o'. 2-~-~~-2,~i ........................................................................ .. 

_14/ Fiji~ Finland~ Nicaragu.a and Zambia. The membership of the Cormmi%-bee was 
thus increased to 91~ one seat remaining unfilled. 

Official Records of the Twentlf-sevendi~.__%'esszo " ~ " . " nor ~he Ge_ne~al A_sse:mbl2(~ 
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~. urk of the Committee in 19715 

Under resolution ~.029 A (~IXVIi" of 18 December 1972,~ the General Assembly 

rea~i~,med the mandat ~ of %he Con~nittee s,n.~ ~ requested it to hold t~ro Tur~her sessions 

in 1973~ one of five weeks in New York beginning' in e~.rly Ma?~ch~ and the other of 

b~g._ ~_!~ _ early Ju!y~ ~7~_,~a a view to completing its eight weeks in Geneva ~-oJn.i~ in "~ 

~. ~°-" """ con~nendations %o the General Assembly preparatory work; and to submit a r,~po_ o wm-~m re 
• .. 

at its 28th session and~ in the light of the decision %o be tsken following the review 

of the progress of-the preparatory work~ to the Conference, The resolution requested 

the Secretary-General to convene the first session of' the ~-~',~nmr~ United Nations 
.. 

Conference on the La~.~ of %he Sea in I{ew ~brk for a period of approximately two weeks~ 

in November and December 1 9:3~'v- for the pu~mose_ of deal' ~," _ ]n~ with organizational matters~ 

including the election of officers, the adoption of the agenda and the rules of 

procedure of the Conference~ the establishment of subsidiary organs and the allocation 

of work to those organs,. The Assembly decided %o convene a second session of-the • 
.. 

Conference~ for the purpose of dealing with substantive work at Santiago, Chile, for 

a period of eight weeks in April and May 1974, and subsequent sessions~ if necessa.~#, 

as might be decided by the Conference and approved, by the General Assembly~ bearing 

] J- . . . .  ~- in mind %l_a~ %he Gove~rmleno of Austria had offered Vienna as a. site for the 
• L 

Conference for the succeeding year, I-~ fur%her decided to review at its 28%h session 

the progress of the prepara.iLory work of %he Conrail%tee and~ if neoess~l~j~ to take 

measures %o faoi!i%a%e completion of %he subs%an%ire work for %he Conference and ~ny 

other action that might be appropria%e~ 

C ~ r The reso!u%ior~ authorized the Se.~reta~-Geners.l~ in consultation with %he 

Chairman of %he Committee~ to make such &rrangemen%s as might be necessary for the 

efficient organization and a6~inis%ration of %he Conference and the Committee, 

~-~ _ ~a-~ a% his dispos&l~ %o utilizing to the fullest extent possible ~:~_e resources o{ s + ~ 

-~ ~-~ equ±re in feuder to the Conference and the Con~mi%tee all the assistance they 1~_gn~ r 

__ em ~:.~_c matters ~.egal~ economic~ technical and sci ~ t "='~ and to provide them with all 

relevant documentation of the United Nations~ the specialized agencies ~nd the 

_n~ernational Atomic EnergD~ Anent k 

The Assembl Z decided %o consider as a ms~%%er of priority at its 28th session any 

further matters requiring a decision in connexion ~..~ith the Conferenoe~ inoluding:%he 

participation of the States in the Conference~ and ~-o .include in the provisional agenda 
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of that session~ the item entitled "Reservation exclmsively for peaceful purposes of 

the sea-bed and the ocean floor, and the subsoil thereof, underlying the high seas 

beyond the limits of present national jurisdiction and use of their resources in the 

interests of mankind~ and the convening of a conference on the law of the sea '~. 

The Assembly invited the specialized agencies~ the International Atomic Ener~r 

Agency, and other intergovernmenta! organizations to co-operate fully with the 

Secretary-General in the preparations for the Conference and to send observers to the 

conference. It requested the Secretary-General~ subject to approval by the conference, 

to invite interested non-governmental organizations having consultative stat~s with the 

Economic and Social Council to send observers to the conference. 

At its 27th session~ the General Assembly adopted two other resolutions 

(3029 B and C (XXVII)), both of which dealt with studies to be prepared by the • 

Secretary-General. Under the operative section of resolution 3029 B, it requested 

the Secretary, General ~o prepare, on the basis of data and information at his 8isposal, 

a comparative Study of the extent and the economic significance, in terms of 

resources, of the international area that would result from each of the various 

proposals on limits of national jurisdiction submitted so far to the Committee. 

Under resolution C a similar request was made to the o ~ecretary-General, in 

connexion with the study %0 be submitted under resolution B for preparation~of a 

comparative study of the potential economic significance for riparianStates~ in terms 

of re sources~ of each of %he proposals. 

In the case of the first study~ the Assembly invited States, the United Nations 

Conference on Trade and Development~ the specialized agencies and other competent 

organizations of the United }[ations system %o co-operate with the Seoretar~-C-eneral in 

the preparation of such a st.ady. Under both of the resolutions, %he Assembly requested 

the Secretary-General to submit the stu@~ no later than the opening date of the sun, her 

session of %1%e Committee. It declared that nothing in the resolutions or in the 

studies would prejudice the position of any State concerting limits~ the nature of the 

r6gime and machinery or any I other matter to be disct~.ssed a%: the forthcoming conference. 
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The Committee ..... held ........ two sessions. ~o- : . in .!9.7]~ the first in New York~ from 5 }larch %o 

6 April~ ~ud %he seco.nd in Geneva from 2 July to 24 August,. 
• 

• ... .. , ... 

The Committee held ...... meeiings during %his period, 
• . 

The offioers of the Committee during" 1973 were as follows~ 

• . •.-... ~ 

The membership Of ihe Committee remained the same as in 1972. 

~ne £011owing Member States participated in the work of the Committee as 

observers: Bahrain~ Barbados~ Bhutan~ Botswana, Burma, Central African Republic, 

Costa _Rica, Cuba~ Democratic Yemen~ Dominican Republic~ Equatorial Guinea, Haiti~ 

Honduras, Ireland, Israel~ Jordan~ Khmer Republic~ Laos~ _~.{alawi~ ~ongolia, Niger~ 
• . 

Oman, Portugal~ Qatar, Saudi Arabia~ South Africa~ Swaziland, Syrian Arab Republic, 

Togo, Uganda and United Arab Emirates. 

The meetings of the C0mmittee were attended by representatives of the 

Interna'tidnal Atomic Energy Agency and of the specialized agencies- the International 
. . . . .  

Labour Organisation~ the Food and Agriculture Organization. of the United Nations and 

its Committee on Fisheries~ the United Nations Educational~ Scientific and Cultural 

Organization and its Intergoverrm~ental Oceanographic Commission~ the Inter-Governmental 
.. 

Maritime Consultative Organization and the World Meteorological Organization, as well as 

of the Unit6d Nations Conference on Trade and Development and the United Nations 
.:,. .... 

Environment Programme. Representatives of several of these organizations made statements 
• , .. ~ 

to the Committee. 
, 

Mr. Consts~tin A. Stavropoulos~ Under-Secretary'General and Legal Counsel~ was 

present at the meetings of tl~e Committee. 

• Pursuant %o an invitation extended by the Committee~ the representative of the 

International Hydrographic Organization attended meetings of the Committee and made 

a statement %o the Committee. 

At the 98%h meeting on 30 July 19739 the Secretary-General of the Permanent 

Commission of the South. Pacific made a statement to the Committee. 
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In accordance with requests made by the General Assembly at its 27th session~ and 

contained in resolution 3029 B and Ca the Secretary-General submitted a report on the 

economic significance~ in terms of sea-bed mineral resources~ Of the various limits 

proposed for national jurisdictiono I-~ 

Pursuant to operative paragraphs 2 and 3 of resolution 2750 A (X~vV)~ the 

Secretary-General submitted a progress re_Dort on recent developments relating to 

sea-bed mineral resources, l ~  
.. 

In accordance with a request made at the 93rd meeting of the Committee~ the 

Secretary-General also submitted to the Committee at its summer session a report on 

examples of precedents of provisional application, pending their entry into force~ of 

multilateral treaties~ especially treaties which have established international 

organizations and/or r4gimes. I-~ 

In accordance with a-further request made at the 93rd meeting of the Conm~ittee~ 

the Secretariat prepared a master file of documents pertaining to the Committee, 

together with relevsm_% documents of the specialized agencies. 

Also, at the request of the Committee~ the following reports and studies were 
! 

made available by FA0 to the members~ Review of the statUS of some heavily exploited 

fish stocks (FA0 Fisheries Circular ~o. 313)~ sedentary9 ~igratory and 

intermingling species, their habitat and distribution (FAO Fisheries Circular No. 148 - 

Revision I)& Limits and status of the territorial sea, exclusive fishing areas~ fish 

conservation areas and the continental shelf (FA0 Fisheries Circular No. 127/Rev. i). 

At the beginning of its first session in 1973, the Committee discussed certain 

proposals and suggestions of its Chairman regarding the organization of its work. As 

summed up by the 6~airman~ the discussion produced a consensus to ~he effect that the 

existing terms of reference of the Sub'Committees should remain essentially unchanged, 

and that the Committee itself would exercise overall political guidance and ~ake the 

final decisions in any matter related to %he co-ordina-tion of the wo~'k of the 

Sub-Committees. In accordance with this decision~ a revised version of the Chairman's 

proposals and suggestions (A/AC.158/L.13/Rev.!) provided the basis for the allocation 

of items on the list of subjects and issues. 

A/ACoI38/87 and Corr.l 

a/Ac . 3s/ss 
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Ln the course of its first session, the Committee held weekly meetings to hear 

progress reports on the work being carried out by the Sub-Committees and their 

Working Groups. It also heard a number of general statements, several of which 

appraised the development of the preparato~j work and the prospects for the 

Conference~ in addition to offering various suggestions in this regard. At the end 

of the session, the Committee requested its Chairman to undertake informal 

consultations with the various regional gTOUpS~ and with Sndividual members~ on 

questions relating to arrangements for the Conference. 

The Committee proceeded in similar fashion at the second session. At its 

94th meeting~ it decided to reproduce as a Committee document the "Deolaratian of 

Addis ~baba" (A/AC.138/89) on questions of the law of the sea adopted by the 

Organization of African Unity on 24 I~y 1973. It heard further general statements on 

the subject of preparations for the Conference and on various issues involved in the 

preparato17 work. It also heard statements on the relationship of that work, 

particularly as regards prevention of pollution~ to developments in the Council of 

the Inter-Governmer~tal Maritime Consultative Organization (IMCO)~ on the reports of 

the Secretary-General under resolutions 3029 B and C (A/AC.138/87)~ on nuclear tests 

held in the South Pacific a~d elsewhere~ and statements introducing new texts of 

draft treaty article s. 

L~ 

i .. 
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