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Introductory Note

‘The present report is submitted in accordance with operative paragraph 2 of
General Assembly resolution 3029 (XXVIT) of 18 December 1972.

Sinée the session, covered in this report represent the latest phase in the
work of preparation for a third United Nations Law of the Sea Conference and in
order to place.the latest developments in perspéctive,‘the Committee considers it
appropriate to include, as the firet part of its report, a brief historical review
of its work as well ad of the work of the preceding Ad Hoc Committee %o Study the
Peéceful Uses cf the Sea-bed and the Ocean Floor beyond the Limits of National
Jurisdiction.

1. Hisborical Background
1. The ifem céhcerning the peaceful uses of the sea~bed beyond national jurisdiction

was first included in the agenda of the General Assembly in 1567. The General Assembly
examihéén%his iten at its twenty-second sesgion and adopted resolution 2340 (KXII)
establishing an ad hoc Committee, composed of 35 Sfates, to study the peacful uses of
the sea-bed and the ocean floor beyond the limits of pational jurisdiction. In this
connexion, the ad hoc Committee.was requested to prepare a siudy which would include

a gurvey of pasi and present activities of the United Nations, and other
intergovernmental bodies with regard to the sea~bed and ocean floor, and of existing
international agreements:concefning (hoge areas; an account of fthe secientific,
technical, economic, legal and other aspects of the item; and an indication as to
practical means of promoting international co-operation in the exploration, conservation
and use of the sea~bed and the acean floor, and the subsoil thereof, as contemplated

in the title of the item, and of their rescurces.
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The 2d hoc Commlttee at its first a0e031on in March 1968, estaollsheé two worxlng
groups of the whole, deallng regpeciively w1th economic and technical ma#ters, and _
with legal aspects. It proceeded on the basis of consensus among its members although
no fbrmal d901810n wag ‘taken to that effect. S ;

In 1ts report;/ the ad hoc Committee informed the Assembljrthat all dQlegations
had agreed that the item as a whole required further study and that insfitﬁtionalv
arrangements 2hould be made by the General Assembly for that purpose. The report
referred in particular to the support expressed for the idea of establishing a
standing committee which should be a focal point for study of the various related
agpects of the item. The ad hog Commlttee aIso reported on its eﬂdeavours to Secure
agreement on o draft Declaration of Pr1n01ples whlch was intended for submlsalon to
the General Assembly. Final agreement on this 1ssue, however, could not be reached
by the close of the final session of the ad hoc Committee's work. '

At its tﬁenfyhfhird sesgion, on 21 December 1968, the General Assambly‘adoptedr
four reéolutions, resolution 2467 A, E ¢ and D (XXIiI), esfablishing the Cémmitfee.
on the Peaceful Uses of the Sea~Bed and the Ocean Floor beyond the Limite of Nat10n31
Jurigdiction and outiining ln effect ite future work. .

The Committee, as established by resolution 2467 A (XXIII), ﬁaé‘coﬁposed of the
representatives of 42 Member Siates., At ite first session in 1969, the Committee
decided to organlze its work essentlally on the game hasis zs the- ad hoo Comm1ttee,
with the difference that a Legal Sub-Committee and an Economic and Technical -
Sub-Committee were established o reéplace the earlier Working Groups of the ad hoe
Commi ttee. | . ' | : i '

At its three sessions that yeir, as reported to the twenty-fourth session of
the General Assemblygg/-the'Committee dealt primarily with the guestions posed in
resolution 2467 A and C: the elaboration df:iegal principles and noims for the
exploration and exploitation of the sea-bed beyond national jurisdictioﬁ; and the
establishment of an appropriate international machinery to promote such explofation
and exploitation for the benefit of manlind, For this second %opic, the Committee
received a study prepared by the Secretarquéﬁeralé/ pursuant to regolution

2467 C (XKITI).

l/ Qfficial Records of the'TwentyhthiId sesgion of the General Aggembly (A/?QEO).

g/ OffTicial Recoxrds of the Twenty-fourth sesgion of the General Assemply,
Supplement No.22 (A/7622).

3/ Ibid., Amnex IT,
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A third subject considered by the commitiee in 1969 was the question of the
‘reservation exclusively for peaceful purposes of the sea-bed beyond national
juriédiction. Due account was paid to the concurrent international negotiations
in the field of disarmament as requested by resolution 2467 A (XXIII) In this
connexion an addendum to -itw Yeport to the Assembly_/ was stubmitted in November 1969,
covering meebings on this ‘subject.

The Committee continued to work in close co-operation with the specializad -
agencies and intergovermmental bodies dealing with problems referred to in this same
resolution. 7

During 1970 the Committee worked intensively on the elaboration of a Drafi
Declaration to govern the area of the sea-bed and the ocean floor-beyond'the‘limits
of aational jurisdiction.  The General Assembly, in resolution 2574 B (XXIV) had-
requested particularly that the Committee expedite its preparation -of a co@prehensive
and balanced statement of principles designed %o promote international'co;operation .
in the exploration and use of the area. However, the Commlttee was unable to reach
complete agreement before the submission of ite report to the 25th 593510n of the.
General Assembly.< A consensus, however, was achieved on that draft in the course
of infommal consultations during the General‘Assembly'and,at therinitiativeféf,tbq
Chairman of the Committee the text was submitted to'the:Chgirman of the .

Pirst Committee of the General Assembly. It was subsequently adopted as-
General Assembly resolution 2749 (XXV), . ‘

-The other matters the. Commitiee dealt with that year included Fhe economicl
and technical conditiéns, rules and requirements for the régime in order to meet
the interests of humanity as a whole, The Committee decided to.reguest the
Secretariat to prepare an additibnal study cn methods and criteria for the sharing .
of benefits. to be derived from exploitation of the area beyond national jurisdiction.‘
It also reviewed questions of exploration and research in the area, and co-operation

in prevent marine pollution which might result from exploration and exploitation.

4/ Ibid., Supplement No.224 (4/7622/4dd.1)

Official Records of the Gensral Assembly, Twentv-llfth SGSSlOn e
Supplement No.21 (A/QOPl) :
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The Committee included in its feport to the 25th session of the General Assemblyé/
an account of its consideration of the report submitted %o it.by the Secretary-Gensral
on international‘machineryj in accordance with General Assembly resolution
2574 ¢ {XXXV). Thiﬂ‘resolutionlhad requested the Secretary-General to.prepare a
study, further to that of 1969, on various types of international wmachinery, with
details =28 to status, structure, funetions and powers, including the power to
regulate, ‘coordinate, supervise and comtrol all activities relating to the exploration
of its resources for the benefit of mankind as a whole. At its summer session in 1970,
the Committee had received a number of working papers in this conmexion.

At its twenty-fourth session, the General Assembly adopted geveral resolutions
in connexion with the sea-bed and ocean floor iteum. One of those resoluticns; . -
2574fﬂg‘requested the Secretary-Ceneral to ascertain the views of mewber States-
on’ the desirability of convening at an early date a-conference on the law’of the sea
and o report his Findings to the General Assembly at its twenty-fifth session. .

In another resolution, resolution 2574 D, the Assewbly declared that, pending the
establishment of an’internétional régime including appropriate international
machinefy, States and péréons; physical and juridical, were bound to refrain from’
all activities of exploitéﬁion.of the reseurces of the area an&?that no claim to .-
any part of the area of its rescurces would be rTecognized. .

In the conclusion of its report to the twenfy-fifth sessioﬁ,§/ the Commitiee -
stated'fhat although progress over the prévious two years had been slower. than it
nad hoped, the progress had been sufficient 0 maintain confidence in the smergence
of a general agreement on the‘reﬁuiremehts of the inteérnational régime which would
be embodied in a future treaty. It was obliged to add, however, that many questions
of great importance had not heen resolved and that to do so would necessarily

require more time and effori.

&/ Tbid. .

7/ Ibid,, Annex 11 | _

§/ Official Recoxds of the Generxal Assembly, Twenty-fifth session,- o
Supplement No.21 (4/8021) '
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At its twenty-fifth session, the General Lssewbly considered three additional
items'whiéh‘were combined with the sea~bed and ocean floof item, one of which dealt
with the Secretary-Generalls report9 on the views of Member States regarding the ‘
desirability of-convening a Conference on the Law of ths Sea, in accordance with
Resolution 2574 & (XX1V).

In addition to the Declaration of Principles adopted at its twenty-fifth
session,lg/éhe Aggembly adopted Resolution 2750 C under which it decided to convene
in 1973, in accordance with the provisions of paragraph 3 of that resolution, cited
below, a conference on the law of the sea which would deal with the establishment of an
an eQuitable‘international régime - including an international machinery - for the
area and the resources of the sea~bed and the ocean floor, and the subsoil thereof,
beyond the 1iﬁits of ﬁa%ional jurisdiction, a precise definition of the area, and a
broad range of related issues including those concerning the régimes of the high o
seas;ufhe continental shelf, the territorial sea (including ‘the question of its
breadth and théiﬁuéstion of intermational straits) and contiguous zone, fishing and
conservation of the Living resources of the high seas (including the ‘question of the
preféréntial righte of coastal States), the preservation of the wmarine environment
(inaiuding, inter él%g, the prevention of polluiion) and wcientific research.

In the same resolution the Assembly decided to weview, at its twenty-sixth -
session and twenty-seventh session, the reports which it instructed the Committee
to make on the progregs of its preparatory work with a view to determining the
prec1se agenda of the conference on the law of the sea, 1ts deflnltlve Qate, ‘location
and duratlon, and related arrangements. If the Assembly, at its. twaafy—seventh
seSSLOn, determ;ned the prozress of the preparatory work of the Commlttee to be

1ﬂsufflclent, 1t mlﬁht decide tc postpone. the conference.

9/ 0/7925 and 4da. 1-3.

10/ Official Records of the General Assembly, Twenty-fifith sessibn,

Supplement No.28, resolution 2749 (XXV),
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The General Assembly we--affirmed the mandate of the Committee on the Peaceful
Uses of the Sea-Bed and the Ocean Moor beyond the Limits of National Jurisdiction
get forth in General Assembly resolution 2467 & (¥XIII) as supplemented by
resolution 2750 (XXV). Furthermore, it decided to enlarge the Coumittes by
44 memberull s appointed by the Chairman of the Firgt Commitiee of the General
Agsenmbly in consultation with regional groups and taking into acecount equitable
geographical representation thereon. '

The enlarged Committee was instructed to hold two sessions in Geneva, in
March and in July-August 1971, in order to prepare for the conference on the law
of the gea draft treaty articles embodying the international régime -- including an
international machinery - for the ares and the resources of the sea~bed and fhe
ocean flooxr, and the subsceil thereof, beyond the limits of national jurisdiction,
taking into account the eguitable sharing by all 'States in the benefits to e
derived therefrom, bearing in mind the sgpecial interests and needs of developing
countries, whether coastal or land—--léclced9 on the Basgis of the Declarafion of
Prihciples Governing the Sea~Bed and the Ocean F Floor; and the Subsoil Thereof,
beyond the Limifs of National-Jurisdiction, and a comp¥ehensive list of subjects
and issues relating to the law of the sea referred to in paragvaph 1 shove, which
should be dealt with by the conierence, and draft articles on such subjects and

isgsves.

__/ The following States were members of the enlarged Committee under this
decision: Afghanistan, Algeria, Argentina, Lvstrallag Augtria, Belgium, Bolivia,
Brazil, Bulgaria, Byelorussian Sovist Socialist Republic, Cameroon, Canada, Chile,
Colombisa, Cyprus, Czechoslovakis, Denmark, Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, Ethiopia,
France, Gabon, Ghana, Greece, Guatemala, Guinea, Guyana, Hungary, Iceland, Inhdia,
Indonesgia, Iran, Irag, Italy, Ivoxry Ccasi, Jamaica, Japan, Kenya, Kuwait, Lebanon,
Liberia, Libyan Arab Republic, Madagascar, Malaysia, Mali, Malta, Mauritania,
Mauritius, Mexico, Morocco, Nepal, Netherlands, Wew Zealand, Nigeria, Norway; -
Pakistan, Panama; People's Republic of the Congo, Peru, Philippines, Poland, Romania,
Senegal, Sierra Leone, Singapore, Somalia, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Sweden,
Thailand, Trinidad and Tobago, TualSla, Turkey, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republlc,
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, United Kingdoi of CGreat Britain and
Northern Ireland, United Republic of Tanzania, United States of America, Uruguay,
Venezuela, Yemen, Yugoslavia and Zaire, Une sgeat on the Committee; allocated to
the Group of Eastern Buropean Siates was unfilled so that the total number of
menbers remained ab 85,
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The Committee was authorized to establish such subsidiazy crgans as it decued
necessary for the efficient performence of its functions, hearing in mind the scientific,
econemic, legal ané technicel espects of the issues involved, and wos regquested to
prepare, as appropriate, reports to the General Assembly on the progress of ite worl,
The Secretary-General was requested to circulate those reports to Member States and
to obhservers to the United llotions for their comments and observations. . He was also
requested fo render the Commitiee all the assistance it might vequire in legel,.
economic, technical and scientific metters, including the relevant records of the
General Assembly and specialized agencics for the efficient performence of its
functions. o _ ‘

The Assembly decided to invite other Member States which were .not appointed to
the Committee to pariticipate as observers snd to be heerd on specific points.

Finally, the Assembly invited the United Nations Bducational, Scientific and
Cultural Organdzation aad its Intergovermmental Qceanographic Commission, the Food and
Agriculture Orgenization of the United Nations and its Committec on Fisheries, the
World Healith Organization; the Inter-Governmental Maritime Consultative Oxgonization,
the World Meiteorological Orgenization, the International Atomic Bnergy Agency and
other intergovermmentel hodies and specialized agencies conéerned to co-operate fully
with the Committee in the implementation of the present resolution, in particulaxr by
prevaring such sclentific and technical Gocumentation as the Committee might reguest.

At its firet session held in Geneva in Msxch 1971, the Comnittee adopted the
text of the following agreement. on the organizetion of its worl:

YThe Committee shall form three Sub-Committees of the whole.
"The alleocatlion of subjects and functions to the Sub-Committees
ghail in the first Iinstance be limited to those items on which there is

common agrecnent.
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"Mreatnent and allocaticon of 211 outstanding SUDJPCbS including,

inter 2iis, (1) the precise definitionef the aves of the sea-bed and the

ocean flocr and the subsoil thereof beyond the Ilimits of national
Jurigdiction and {2} veaceful uses of thab area ghall be left for

determination by the Commitiee. = Tt is understood that the Sub~Committess,
in comnexion with the matters aliocated to ﬁhem, way coungid ar the precise .
definition of the ares of +the sca-bed end the ocesn £lodr, snd the subsoil
thercof, heyond the limits of national Jurisdiction. It is ¢leoxly
undevstocd that the maiter of recomuendations cencerning the precise
definition of the area ia vo he regarded as a controversial lssue on which
the Commnittee would o reriovrice.  The Committee shall also decide on the
question of ﬁ“ic5ity'of'1articular subjects, including thé international
régime, the intérnetional machinery and the cconomic implications of
exploitation of the rTesources of the sca-bed and the occean floor, and the
gubsoll thereof, beyond the limits of naiionsl jurisdiction, proceeding
from vesolution 2750 (XXV) and the relevant explanstions mede on behalf
of its co--gpoNsoTs. '

"0n thid underatanding and in accordance with the mendate of the
Committee 28 defined in resolubicn 2750 ¢ (XXV), the following subjects

1117

te allovsted to the thres Sub-lowmittoes respectively:

o

and functions she,

a3

"Suh~-Cormittes T
To prepare Grafl tresty srticlcs ombodying the internaiional régime -
ineluding an indernatioral mechinery - for the aree and the resources of
the sea~bed and the ocean floor, and the subsoil thereof, beyond the
limits of national‘juri;dioﬁibn, Saking into eccount the eguitable shaying
b all Stebes in vhe heratits to be derived the refrom, bearing in mind the
gpecial interests and nezds of developing countries, whether coasial or
lenc -lecked, o bhe hasiz of the Deelarsebion of Prineiples Governing the
Sea-Bed and the Ccesnn Floor, end tne Subgoill lhereol, beyond the Limits
of Wetional Jurisdichion, cconcmic implissiions resulting frow the
exploitation of the rosources of the area [resoluticn 2750 A (XX?)] a8

of lant--loclhed comtiries

well og the pocticular pesds

olution EYEOZTQKKT)],

o

T
H
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"Sub Committee II:-

To prepare a comprehensive list of subjects and igsues relating to
fhe law of the ses, including those cracerning the régim:s of the high seas,
the continental shelf, the territorial sea (including the guestion of its
breadth and the question. of international straits) and coniiguous zone,
fiéhing end conservation of the living rescurces of the high seas {including
the gquestion of the pieferential righte of coastal States) and to prepare
draft treaty articles thereon. It is understocd that the Sub-Committee may
decide to draft articles before completing the comprehensive list of subjects:
and issﬁes related to the law of the sea.
"Sub-Committee 1I1: L

To deal with the presexvation of the marine environment—(including,-J
inter alia, the prevention of pollution) and scientific research, and to
prepare dreft: treaty articles thereon.

"The Bureauvx, shall consist of a tobal of 25 members on the .principle.

of equ;ﬁgble geographical distribution, the distribution being as follows: .

"Main Committes Chairman:  Asia
Vice-Chairmen: Afvica (2)
 Asiat (1)

Lotin America (2) o
Western Buropean and others (1)
Eastern European (1)

Vice~Chairmen:

Remporteus:

Afpics
Latin Americs

Asisa,

Yugoslavia (1)
Rappo: seurs Western Suropeen and others
"Sub-Cormittee I Chairmans ifrica :
Vice-Chairmen: Asia,
Latin America
Bastern Furopean
Rapporteur: Wegtern Buropean and gﬁhcrs
BSub-Committee IT Chairmans Letin America
‘ ' Vice-Chaizmen: Africa
e Agia,
Bagtern Buropean :
Western Buropean and others
Repporteur: - Africa
"Sub--Committee ITT Chairman; Western Buronean and others
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T4 was glso agreed that, abv the formel wmeeting, the firgt iten would

he the election of the Chaliman of Committe

Th

e
1=

[}

3

a3

1

i
o]

wir , Thereafter the election

the Vice-Chairmen and Renporiteuvr, fsllowed by the election of the officers

=N

e}
of the thres Sub-fommittess."

This agreement wng supplemented by a further understanding reached in the closing
stage of ite swme¥ session held in Geneve in July/ﬁugust 1971 on ceriain points which
had not been résolved wnder the terus of the above sgreemeant. The additional ftext
was ag follows:

"Mhe gquestion of intermationsl régime should receive a cerialn priority as
explained by the co--sponsers of the criginal draft resolution later adopted as
resolution 2750 C (3xv) and =5 implied in the terms of that vesclubtion. This wounld
mean, in the first ingtence, the sllocation of more ftime to Bub-Coumitiee .

"While each Sub--Committee will have the right to discuss and record its conclusions
on the guestion of limits so far as it is relevant to the subjects allocated to it,
the main Committee will not reach & decision on the final recommendation with regard
to limits wntil the recommendationsg of Bub-~-Committee IT on the precise definition of
the sxwes have bheen recelved, vhich sheuld constitute basic proposals for the
coneideration of the main Committec. N

"Phe question of peagefui uses isg allocated to the moin Committee, it being
understood that each of the Sub-Committees is free to congider it in so far as this
guestion is relevent to iis mandaté;”

The Committee held a general debate in the course of 1071 aﬁd received a geries

of worliing mapers, draflt conventions, and draft treaty articles relating to various
L ? 2 £

parts of ite worlk. It also had before it the reportsl“/ prepared by the
Secretery-General pursuant to General Assembly resclutions 2750 A and B, which
respectively dealt with the pessible impsct of sea~Ded winersl production in the arca
beyond.naiional'jurisdiction en world morkets, with smpecial reforence te the problems
£ developing countries, snd with the question of frec access to the sea.of.land«locked
3

commbtries and of the specific probiesme of land-locked countries yelaiting to the

il

exploration and exploitetion of the resources of the avea.

e . mt e 4 e

12/ A/80.138/50.
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The report of the Commiftee for 1971;2/ comprised sections dealing with the
subjects and functions allocated to each of the three Sub-Commitiees, which for the
most part dealt with the debates held in the Sub~Committees as well as with the
pertinent documentation. Annexed to the report were a series of draft convertbions, :
draft treaty articles, working papers and drait lists of subjects and issues submitted
to the Committee in the course of that year, as vell ag a number of other documents.

At its 26th session the General Assembly, after considering the report of the:
Committee, adophed resolution 2881 of 21 December in which it noted with satisfaction
the encouraging progress of the preparatory work of the Committee towards a
comprehensive conference on the law of the sea, particularly with regerd to the
elzboration of an international régime and machinery for the area beyond the limits of
national jurisdiction. -

The Assembly decided to add China to the membership of the Committee and to have
four additional members appointed by the Chairman of the First Committee in
consultation with regional groups and with doe regard to the interests of under-
represented groups.” '

.The Committee was reguested to hold two sessions, one in New York during March
and April and one in Geneva during July and Aongust 1972. o :

: 3In”l972 the Committee continned its work in accordangé with the agreémenfs
concluded in 1971 to which reference has been made above: Its report™ submitied to
the General Assembly at its tweniy—-seventh session contained the list of subjectes and

itosuesd.

13/ Official Records of the General Assembly, Twenty-sixth session,
Supplement No,21 (4/8421; _

14/ Fiji, Finland, Ficarvegua and Zambia. The membership of the Committee was
thus increased to 91, one seat remaining unfilled.

15/ 0fficial Records of the Twenty-gzeventl: session of the General Assembly,
Supplement No.21l (4/8721)
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Work of the Committee in 1977%
9 A {ZAVII; of 18 December 1972, the General Assenmbly

Tnder resolution

07
reaffirmed the mandate of the Committes and requested it to held two further sessions

in 197
eight weeks in Geneva beginaing in ssrly July, with a view to completing its

, one of five weeks in Few York begimning ir eariy March, and the other of

AW

preparatory work, and to submit & report with recommendations to the General Assembly

at its 28th session and, in the 1ight of the decision to be taken following the review
of the progress of the nreparatory work, to the Conference. The resclution requested
the Secretary-General to convene the first session of the third United Hations
Conference on the Law of the Sea ir New York for a period of approximately two weeks,
i Nbvember‘and December 1973, for the purpose of dealing with organizational matters,
including the election of officers, the adopiion of the agenda and the rules of
procedure of the Conference, the estaklishment of subsidiary organs and the allocation
of work to those orgens. The Assembly decidaed to convene a second session of the
Conference, for the purpose of dealing with substantive work at Santiago, Chile, for

a period of eight weeits in April and Mzy 1974, and subsequent segsions, if necesgsary,
as might be decided by the Conference and approved by the General Assembly, bearing

in mind that the Govermment of Austria had offered Viemma as a site for the

Conference for the succéeding year, Iv further decided to reviewbat its 28th session
the progress of fhe preparatory work of the Committee and, if necessary, to take
measures to facilitate completion of the substantive work for the Conference and any
nther action that might be appropriate. '

The resolutiorn authorized the Secretary-General, in consultation with the
Chairman of the Committee, to make such arrangements as might be nscessary for the
efficient organization and administration of the Conference and the Committee,
ptilizing to the fullest extent possible the rescurces of staff a2t his disposal, to
render to the Conference and the Committee all the assistance they might require in
legal, economic, technical and scientific matters and to provide Them with all
relevant documentation of the United Nationg, the specialized agencies and the
International Atomic Fnergy Agency.

The Aggembly decided to consider as a masier of priority at iis 28th session any
further matters requiring e decislon in commexion with the Conference, Including. the

participation of the States in the Conference, and to-include in the provisional agenda
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of that session, the item entitled "Heservation exclusively for peaceful purposes of
the gea~bed and the ocean floow, and the subsoil thereof, underlying the high seas
beyond the limits of present national jurisdiction and use of their resources in the
interests of mankind, and the convening of a conference on the law of the sea't.

The Assembly invited the specialized agencies, the International Atomic Energy
Agency, and other intergovermmental organizations fo co-operate fully with the
Secretary-General Iin the preparations for the Conference and to send obsexvers to the
conference. It reguested the Secrefary-General, subject to approval by the conference,
to invite interegted non-governmental crganiszations having consultative status with the
Bconomic and Social Council to send obsexvers to the conference.

At its 27%h session, the General Assembly adopted two other resolutions
(3029 B and ¢ (XXVII)), both of which dealt with studies to be prepared by the
Secretary-General. Under the operative section of resolution 3029 B, it reguested
the Secrétary—Generél to prepare, on the basis of data and information at his disposal,
a comparative study of the extent and the economic significance, in teims ol
resources, of the international arca that would result from cach of the various
proposals on limits of maticnal jurisdiction submitted so far to the Committee.

Under resolution C a similar request was made to the Segcretary-General, in
cornexion with the study to be submitted under resolution B for preparation of a
cdmparative study of the potential ecorcmic significance fbr riparian'States, in terms
of rescurces, of each of the proposals.

| In the case of the first study, the Assembly invited States, the United Nations
Conference on Trade and Development, the specizlized agencies and ofher competent
organizations of the United Fations system to co-operate with the Secretary-General in
the preparation of such a study. Under both of the resolutions, ihe Assembly requested
the Secretary-General to submit the siudy no later than the opening date of the summer
session of the Committee., It declared that nothing in the resolutions or in the
studies would nrejudice the poéition of any State concerning limits, the nature of the

régime and machirery or any other matier to be discussed at the fortheoming conference.
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. The Lommlttge held two sessions in 1973, tho first in New York, from 5 March to
6 April, ané the uecond in Gcneva from 2 July to. 24 August.
The Commlttee held e meetlnge during thls period.

The offlcers of the Commlttee during 1973 were ag follows:

The memﬁérship of the Committee remained the same as in 1972.

The fdllbﬁing tember States participated in the work of the Committee as
observers: Bshrain, Rarbados, Bhutan, Botswana, Burma, Central African Repuﬁlic,‘
Costa Rica, Cuba, Democratic Yemen, Dominican Republic9 Equatorial Guineé, Haiti,
Honduras, Irelaﬁd, Israel, Jordan, Ehmer Republic, Laos, Malawi, Mongolia, Niger,

Oman, Portugélg Qatar, Saudi Arabia, South Africa, Swaziland, Syrian Arab Republic,
Togo, Uganda and United Arab Emirates.

_ The meetings 6f the Committee were attended by representatfves of the
Interna¥idﬂal Atomic Inergy Agency and of the specialized agencies - the International
Labour Organiéation? the Food and Agriculture Organization. of %he United Nations and
its Committee on Fisheries; the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization and its Intergovermmental Oceanographic Commission, the Inter—-Governmental
Maritime Consultative Organization and the World Meteoroclogical Organization, as well as
of the Unitéd Nations Conference on Trade and Development and the United Nations
Fnvirvonment Programme. Representatives of severai éf these organizations made statements
£6 “the Committee. ' h | S

Mr. Constantin A. Stavropoulos, UhderuSecretaIy¥Genéral and legal Counsel, was
present at the meetings of the Committee. ) '

Pursuant to an inwviitation extended by the Committee, the representative of the
International Hydrographic Organization attended meetings of the Committee and made
a statement to the Committee.

At the 98th mesting on 30 July 1973, the Secretary-General of the Permanent

Comnission of the South. Pacific made a statement to the Commitiee.
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In sccordance with requests made by the General Assembly at its 27th session, and
contained in resoluticn 3029 B and C, the Secrsetary-General submitted a report on the
economic significance, in terms of sea-bed mineral resources, of the various limits
provosed for naticnal jurisdiction,éé/

Pursuant to operative paragraphe 2 and 3 of resolution 2750 & (XXV), the
Secretary-General submitted a progress report.on recent developments relafing'to
sea~bed mineral resources. '

Tn accordance with a request made at the 93rd meeting of the Committee; the
Secretary-General alsc submitted to the Committes at ite summer session a report on
examples of precedents of provisional application, pending their entry into force, of
multilateral treaties, especi?iiy treaties which have established internstional '
organizations and/or régimes. 8 A

In accordance withra~further regquest made at the 93rd meeting of the Committee,
the Secretariat prepared a master file of docuﬂents pertaining to the Committee,
together with relevant‘documents of the specialized agencies.

Alsoc, at therrequest of the Committee, the following reports and studies were
made available by FAO. to the members: Review of the status of some heavily exploited
fish atocks (FAO Fishéries Circular No. 313); Sédentary, nigratory and
intermingling species, their habitat and distribution (FAQ Fisheries Circular No. 148 -
Revision 1); Limits and status of the territorial sea, exclusive fishing areas, fish
conservation areas and the continental shelf (FAO Fisheries Circular ¥o. 127/Rev.l).

' At the beginning of its first session in 1973, the Committee discussed certain
proposals and suggestions of ite Chairman regarding the organization of its work. As
summed up by the Chairman, the discussion produced a consensus to the effect that the
exigting terms of reference of the Sub-Committees should remain essentially unchanged,
and that the Committee itself would exercise overall political guidance and take the
final decisions in any matbter related to the co-ordination of the work of the
Sub-Committees, ITn accordance with this decision, a revised version of the Chsirman's
proposals and suggestions (A/AC.l%B/L.l}/Rev.l) provided the basis for the allocation

of items on the list of subjects and issues.

SRR

16/ A/AC.138/87 and Corr.l
17/ A/40.138/50 '
18/ 4/AC.138/88



4/AC.138/L.14
page 16

Tn the course of its first ssssion, the Committes held weekly meestings to hear
progress reperts on the woerk being carried cut by the Bub-lommitiees and their
Working Groups. It also heard a mumber of general statements, several of which
appraizged the development of the preparatory work and the prospects for the 7
Conference, in addition to offering various suggestions in this regard. At the end
of the segsion, the Committee requesied its Chairman to undertake informal
congultations with the various regional groups, and with individual members, on
guestions relating %o arrangements for the Confarence. -

The Committée. proceeded in similar fashion at the second session. At its
94th -mesting, it decided to reproduce as a Commitise document the ”Deciaration of
Addis Abapa" (A/4C.138/89) on questions of the law of the sea adopted by the
Organization of African Unity on 24 Mey 1973. It besrd further general statements on
the subject of preparations for the Conference and on various issues invoived in the
preparatory work. It also heard statements on ﬁhe;relatipnshiplof that work,
particularly as regards prevention of pollution; to developments in the Council of
the Inter-Governmental Maritime Consultative Organization;(IMCQ); on the reports of
the Secretary-Gensgral under resolutions 3029 B and C (A/ACW138/87)3 on nuolear‘tests
held in the South Pacific and elsewhere; and statements introdwcing new ftexts of

draft treaty articles.
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