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Addendum

Add at the end of paragraph 13 of document A/AC.138/L.1:

The outcome of these consultations is covered in the report of the Legal
Sub-Committee.
14, At its third session on ____ August, the Committee approved the respective
reports of the Legal Sub-Committee (A/AC.138/18) and of the Fconomic and
Technical Sub-Committee (A4/AC.138/17). 1In view of the detailed consideration
and discussion that went intc the preparation and adoption of the reports of
the two Sub-Committees, they are incorporated in the present report.
15. The reports of the two Sub-Committeés clearly demonstrate the extent of the
work involved and the time necessary for the formulation of specific
recommendations to the General Assembly, as called for under cperative
paragraph 4 (b) of General Assembly resolution 2467 A (XXIII). The time
available to the Committee was necessarily limited and the subject before it
extremely complex. In spite of intensive discussions, it was not found possible
to arrive at the stage of making specific recommendations on the substantive
matters before the Committee. The synthesis contained at the end of the report
of the Legal Sub-Committee reflects the measure of progress achieved in the
sustained attempt to arrive at a formulation of principles, which was one of
the main preoccupations of the members of the Committee. The Committee considers
that these efforts should be continued with a view to the formulation of
recomrendations during future sessions.
16, The report of the Economic and Technical Sub-Committee reflects the detailed
consideration given, in accordance with operative paragraph 2 (b} of

resolution 2467 A (X{III), to the ways and means of promoting the explcitation and
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use of the resources of this area, and cf international co-operation to that
end, taking into account the foresgeeable development of technology and the
economic implications of such exploitation and bearing in mind the fact that

_ su&h éxploitatidn should benefit mankind as a whole. A preliminary exchange

of views alsc took place in'this_Sub—Committee in connexion with the examination
of the economic ahd technical aspects of the draft comprehensive outline of the
scope of the long-term programme of oceanic exploration. Comments and suggestions
were made which it was agreed would be brought to the attention of the TOC for its
consideration when the final outline of the scope of the long-term programme was
elaborated. ) |

1{. The Committee hopes to be in a position in the coming year to give further
attention to the matters entrusted to it under operative paragraphs 2 (c) and (d)
of resoiution 2467 A (XXIII) in the light of the reports and studies expected

to be available.

18. The Committee-heard a number of statements with reference to operative
paragraph 3 of resoliution 2467 A (XXIII), under which the Assembly, inter alia,
called upon it to.study the reservation of the area exclusively for peaceful .
purposes, taking into account the studies and international ncgotiations belng
undertaken in the field .of disarmament. The Committee ncted that it was alsQ'
requested, in accordance with operative paragraph 4 (a) of the same rescluticn,
to work inelose co-operation with other intergovernmental bodies working within
its area of activity. ~In this connexion the hope was expressed that the
Committee would be kept informed of the progress of the current negotiations in
the Conference of the Committee on Disarmament.

15, 1In the very limited time at its disposal, the Commitiee was unable to
finalize its study in detail of all the various aspects of the report of the
Secretary~General (A/AC.138/12 and Corr.} and Add.l and Add.l/Corr.l) relating
to the guestion of establishing in dus time appropriate international machinery
for the promotion of the exploration and exploitation of the resources of the
sea-bed and the ccean floor beyond the limits of naticnal jurisdiction and the
use of their rescurces in the interests of mankind - an item which by virtue of
resolution 2h67 ¢ (XXITI) was accorded a degree of priority. The Economic and-
‘Technical Sub-Committee was however able, as its report indicates, To devote

close attention to those aspects of'the report falling within its competence.

/..



A/AC.138/L.1/nad. 1
Fnglizh
Page 3

Statements in connexion with the Secretary-General's report were also made in the
main Committee during the ciosing stages of its work. The Committee considers
that it should place on record the view, expressed by a number of delegations in
the Economic and Technical Sub-Committee, thet the report of the Secretary-feneral
constitutes a useful point of departure which can form a basis for further
detailed consideration, although a number of delegations took the position that,
because of the complexity and the inter-related aspects of the issues involved,
Gevernments might require additional time to study the report. The Committee
therefore proposes to consider this question further during its sessions in 197C.
20. The Committee considers that it wcould be desirable in future that it be
allowed more time to carry cut its programme of work under the terms of reference
given to it by the Assembly, and suggests that it should be allotted two sessicns

of four weeks each during 1970.
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DRAFD ADDENDUM TO TUE REFORT OF THE COMMITTED

ON THE PEACEFUL USES OF THE SEA-BED AND THE

OCEAN FLGOR BEYOND 'MHE LIMITS OF NATIOWAL

JURTSDICTION

i The Committsee on the Peaceful Usaes of the Sea-RBed and the Ocean Floor
beyond the Linits of Nationsl Jurisdiction, which had already Tinaiized its
reporbi/ and submitted it to the Genersal Asspembly, held additicnal meeﬁings.on L1,
12, 16 and 19 November 1909 to consider, in accordance with its mandate under
paragraphs 3 and 4 of Gensrel Assembly resolution 2LET A (XXIIT) of 21 December
lyé&, the regeyvation exclusively for peaceful purposes of the sea-bsd and the
ocean Tloor, taking into account the studies and internationsl negotiations belag
undertaken in the field of dissrmament. _ .
2, These meetings were convensad in view of the svailatility of the sasccount
of the relevant international' negobtiations contained in i;_hé raport of the
Commithes of the Jonfersnce on Disarmament submitted to the Genersl Asgsemoly
on % November {A/TT4l). The Cowmittee discugsed, in particular, the implications
of  the Draft Treaty on the Prohibition of the Emplacement of Nuclear Weapous
and Other Wespons of Mass Destruction on the Sea-Bed and the Ocean Floor and
in the Bubsoil thereof, submitted to the CCD by 1ts two Co-Chalruen and
reproduced in sanex A of the report to the General Assembly.
by Thé Comnlttee on the Jea-RBed heard explanatory statements by the
representatives of the Union off Soviet Socialist Republics and the United States
concerning the Draft Treaty in dits relation to the Commities's nmandate and
programne of work. These statements pointed out that the proposed Trealy was
still din dyaft form and that revisions wmighit be forﬁhcwming in the light of the

i/ Official Records of the (sneral Assembly, Twenty-fourth Session,
Supplement No. 22 (A/7022) and Corr.l {(Fnglish and Russiso only).
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dizmcussicn to bve held in the Flrgt Cowmaittee on the

exchange of views was welcomed in the expectation thot the Treaty which finally
esulted would wmaterially assist the Committee in the discharge of its

responsibiiities and would represent s wmejor step forward towasrds the reservation

of the ocean floor exclusively for peace=ful purboses, arnd the atilization

oTf 1ts resources in the ioterests of mankind. With this objective in wind,

members would no doubt wish to ensure that a treaty enjoying broad iaternational

=1

support would be signed and brought inte forece as scon as possible.
2 g ¥

b, The Coumittes had a prelimivary exchsange of views on the subjeet under
discussicn. Various meubers stated thab their Govermments nad not had adequata
time te study the repart and the Draft Treaty, bubt welcomed the initiative of
the USSH and the United States in preparing and submitting the Draft Treaty

and sxpressed appreclation for the measurs of agresment schicved. The view

was stated that further negotiaticns were degirable to extend thes zcone of

the prohibition of wilitary activities, in order to attain a wider realivation
of the cobjective of reserving the ocean floor exclusively for peaceful
purposes; in this congexion attention was drawn to the suggestic; mede Dy
Sweden to the CCD {CCD/271) for the inclusion in the tresty of an additional
article to that effect.

Seome delegations, taking into account the broasd wmandate of the Sea-Bed

ha]

Comnlittee, revisved the implications of certain provisionsg in ths Draft Treaity
in the lignt of the work already carried cut by the Commitiee. The importsance
of safeguarding the consensus on common areas of agreement reachsad in th

Commithee was gtressed. In this connexlon, reference was made to the Committesls
2

work in formulating legal principles, in peartioular to the concept accept

Ly meny States of the ccean [loor beyond national jurisdiction belng a comumon

heritage of mankind and consequently belung reserved swxelusively for p

purnoses, as well ss Lo the concept of the use of this arsa for Lhe benelit

of 2ll merkind, taking Into account the specizl needs of
]

merts which would be incorporated in an
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. In their comments on various provisions of the Draft Treaty, which in a
nunber of Instances were stated to ke preliwminary, delsgstions raised some

specific considerations, among them the following: the lepal iwmplications of
the Draft Yrenty arising from its reference to the Geneva Convention on the
Territorial Sea and the Contiguous Zone, which up to tThe present time had not
been adhered to by & majority of Members and, in this connexion, suggestions

were wade to eliminate this difficulty; the preservation of the rights of

States recognized Ly customary international law and existing Conventions

on the Law of the Sea; the desirability of defining the types of weapons and
activities covered in the Draft Treaty, and their relationship to thea protection
of the living and wmineral resources of the msrine environment,; siress was laid

on the need for adequate verification procedures, on which references were

made to thz proposals wade in the CCD by Brazil (C(,D/”’U,‘) and Canada {CC D/E‘ {O)

in this connexion attention was alsc drawn to the pessibility of verification

by an international agency which might be established, as well as to the need

for safeguarding recogunized rights of coastel States; the suggestion was made

that it would be useful to distinguish, in view of the chawrscteristics of the

marine environment,; vetween observation, verification and inspection proceduras;
the need was also stressed to reserve the maximum possible aresa of the oeasn Tloor
for peaceful purposes, and consequently to use a formulation which would not
comvey the impression that coastal States are expected to emplace weapons where
prohitition is not contemplated by the terms of the proposed drafﬁ,

T Beveral members of the Committee, conscious of the importsnce, urgency
and couplexity of the wmatter, expressed the hope that the impliczations of the

wroposed Draft Treoty would be considered in greater depth at a later stage, and
hat suggestions made would e given careful consideration.

5. S8ince the Committee's consideration of the question was of s limited and

oreliminary charactesr, the views expresged do not reflect the considered opinion
i Y 5 T

it

of the Comwifttee as a whole, nor 4o the points mentionad above reprssant a

2/
detailed summary of the views expressed, vhich are shown in the summary records™]
2/ These consist of the records of the 12th to 15th weetings of the

v £ 20 e -
Comuittee {(A/AC. ;bfbﬁ.lﬁmlb).
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