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Addat the end Of paragraph 130_f..document. A/AC,138/L.l.: 

The outcome of these consultations is covered in the report of the Legal 

S ub- Committee. 

14. At its third session on Augusta the Committee approved the respective 

reports of the Legal Sub-Committee (A/AC.138/18) and of the Economic and 

Technical Sub-Committee (A/AC.138/17). In view of the detailed consideration 

and discussion that went into the preparation and adoption of the reports of 

the two Sub-Committees~ they are incorporated in the present report. 

15. The reports of the two Sub-Committees clearly demonstrate the extent of the 

work involved and the time necessary for the formulation of specific 

recommendations to the General Assembly, as called for under operative 

paragraph 4 (b) of General Assembly resolution 2467 A (XXIII). The time 

available to the Committee was necessarily limited and the subject before it 

extremely complex. In spite of intensive discussions, it was not found possible 

to arrive at the stage of making specific recommendations on the substantive 

matters before the Committee. The synthesis contained at the end of the report 

of the Legal Sub-Committee reflects the measure of progress achieved in the 

sustained attempt to arrive at a formulation of principles, which was one of 

the main preoccupations of the members of the Committee. The Committee considers 

that these efforts should be continued with a view to the formulation of 

recommendations during future sessions. 

16. The report of the Economic and Technical Sub-Committee reflects the detailed 

consideration given, in accordance with operative paragraph 2 (b) of 

resolution 2467 A (XXIII), to the ways and means of promoting the exploitation and 
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use of the resources of this area, and of international co-operation to that 

end, taking into account the foreseeable development of technology and the ~ 

economic implications of such exploitation and bearing in mind the fact that 

such exploitation should benefit mankind as a whole. A preliminary exchange 

of views also took place in this Sub-Committee in connexion with the examination 

of the economic and technical aspects of the draft comprehensive outline of the 

scope of the long-term programme of oceanic exploration. Comments and suggestions 

were made which it was agreed would be brought to the attention of the IOC for its 

consideration when the final outline of the scope of the long-term programme was 

elaborated ...... 

17. The Committ~ee hopes to be in a position in the coming year to give further 

attention to the matters entrusted to it under operative paragraphs 2 (c) and (d) 

of resolution 2467 A (XXIII) in the light of the reports and studies expected 

to be available. 

18. The Committee heard a number of statements with reference to operative 

paragraph 3 of resolution 2467 A (XXIII), under which the Assembly~ iLmLter alia, 

called upon £t to-~study the reservation of the area exclusively for peaceful 

purposes, taking i~to a~count the studies and international negotiations being 

undertaken in the ~ldof disarmament. The Committee noted that it ~ was also 

requested, in ~ accordance with operative paragraph 4 (a) of the same resolution~ 

to work in'close co-operation with other intergovernmental bodies working within 

its area of activity In this connexion the hope was expressed that the 

Committee wo~~be kept informed of the progress of the current negotiations in 

the Conference o f  the Committee on Disarmament. 

19. In the ~ very limited time at its disposal~ the Committee was unable to 

finalize its ~study in detail of all the various aspects of the report of the 

Secretary-General (A/AC.138/12 and Corr.l and Add.l and Add.i/Corr.l) relating 

to the question of establishing in due time appropriate international machinery 

for the promotion of the exploration and exploitation of the resources of the 

sea-bed and the ocean floor beyond the limits of national jurisdiction and the 

use of ~heir resources in the interests of mankind - an item which by virtue of 

resolution 2467 C (XXIII) was accorded a degree of priority. The Economic and 

Technical Sub-Committee was however able, as its report indicates, to devote 

close attention to those aspects of the report falling within its competence. 

. . . . . .  o . .  
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Statements in connexion with the Secretary-General's report were also made in the 

main Committee during the closing stages of its work. The Committee considers 

that it should place on record the view~ expressed by a number of delegations in 

the Economic and Technical Sub-Committee, that the report of the Secretary-~eneral 

constitutes a useful point of departure which can form a basis for further 

detailed consideration, although a number of delegations took the position that, 

because of the complexity and the inter-related aspects of the issues involved, 

Governments might require additional time to study the report. The Committee 

therefore proposes to consider this question further during its sessions in 1970. 

20. The Committee considers that it would be desirable in future that it be 

allowed more time to carry out its programme of work under the terms of reference 

given to it by the Assembly~ and suggests that it should be allotted two sessions 

ef four weeks each during 1970. 
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].. The Committee on the Peaceful Uses of the Sea-Bed and ishe Ocean Floor 

beyc)nd the Limits of Na.tione..l Jurisdiction; which had aff.read[,T finalized its 

, I/ ~" held additional meetings on ii., report- a n d  submitted it to the General Assemo.Ly; 

12~ 18 and 19 November 1969 to eonsider~ in accordance w~th_ its mandate under 

v V 2 . "u -paragraphs 5 and 4 of General Assembly reso]:~tion 246]" A (X~II...) of i Decem,oer 

• o' .d. , . ,  . . . . .  i"~"-' the reservation exclusively for peac=fu.l puz'po~e~ of th ~ sea.-~e,d the 

ocean i2'loor; ta~-].n~'~ .... into account the st udi~s.~ and interr~ational negotiations being 

undertaken in the field of disarmament. 

2. These meetings were convened in view of the availability of the account 

of the relevant international ne.8otiations contained in %h$ report of the 

' t General As.se-m01,/ Committee of the Conference o n  Disarmament suomlt,~ed to the .. 

on ~) November (A/7741). The Committee discussed.9 in particula.r~ . . . . .  the implications 

of Tlqe Draft Treaty on the Prohibition of the Emplacement of' Nuclear Weapons 

and Other Weapons of Mass Dsstruetion on the Sea-Bed and the Ocean F]_oor and 

in the S<zbsoil thereof~ submitted to the CCD by its two Co-Chairmen and 

reproduced in annex A of the report to the General Asser~bly. 

15.~. The Commlt~ee on the Sea-Bed heard explanatory statements by the 

representatives of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics and the United States 

concerning the Drs~ft Treaty in its re]_ation-to [.he Committee's -rear, date and 

pz"ogzlam,.ne of work. These statements pointed out that the proposed Treaty was 

sti.ii in dr~i't form and that revisions mi .... ~ " g~t. oe forthcoming in the light of t h e  

i-i r - ,  . ] L 1- i/ Official Records o:.~ the <.~-eneral Assembly Twenty-~our<.~ Session~ 
S.~ .... ~ .,..,- ",.T ,-.,~ 6 2  only u p p l e m e n ~  ]~,o, ~,:: "(A/7 2 )  a n d  "~ " ' "  U o z r  1 [ ~ n o ' ] ' i s h  a n d  . r g ~ . s s i a n  ) 
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discussion to be held in the Fiz's% Committee or~ the re]~::ort of the CCD. An 

exchange of views was ~,~e]_comed in the expectation that the Treaty ":ahich fi~aoli;/ 

resulted would m~terially assist bne Committee in ~h ~ discha.rge of its 

~,.~.~,o~ibi!ities~ and would represent_ a major step forward t<,wards., the_ reservation 

,. ~ .... -1 the ,ati I izatlon of-the ocean .J.loor e:x,.71~.~.sively for pea.cef<~_l p.,,.~rpos=s; ~ ..... ...... 

of its resources in the i~Yberests of mankind. With this objee ~-'-~,.Lv~ ~, in mir. ~d 

me~fDers would no doubt wish to ensure that a treaty enjoying broad internaLiona.l 

support would be signed and "---~r- . . . . .  ~ ~. ._ -~rou~]~o into force as soon as possi.o].~ 

O' " n~.J.,] a prelimir:ar:y exchange of views on the subject und=r z~ The _,om~,zttee ~ ~"~ 

discussic '.-,~: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Va.rious members st~.ted thab their" Governments bad not had s~eq~ .... ..... T~._.~ 

time to study the reDozc and-the Draft Treaty; but welcomed the IL~moia-tive of 

the USSR and the Umi-ted States in preparing and submitting the Draft Treaty 

and expressed appreci~tion_, for the measure of agre=~ent achieved. The view 

was sts, ted .... + -~-h,- .... bn,_ scope urla~ -,..~J'bher negotiations were desir,e£.)ie to extend ~ ~ _. o f  

the prohih].L, lOn'~ " of m..iiita:Q[ activiti~s~ in order to attain a wider realizati on 

of the objective of reserving the ocean floor exclusively for peaceful 

~,ur.poses'. . in this connexion attention was drawn to ~,h~ suggestion made ]::v..,.: 
b 

Sweden to the CCD (CCD/271) for the inclusion in-the tres:ty of' an ~u.dmo,_ona.1 

article to that effect. 

5. Some delegations~ taking into account the broad mandate of' the Sea-Bed 

Co~m~ittee; reviewed the implications of certain provisions in the Draft Treaty 

in-the lighi, of the ~'o~ ~ .. " -'" . ,, .... ~< already carried out by the Comm~t,~ee The importance 

of safeguarding the consensus on common areas of agreement reaelhed in the 

Commz-~,~-~e . . . . . .  was s ore~-ed, In this connexion~ reference was made ~o the oomm.Lttee ....... ' s 

~.,¢ox'k in formulating iesal principles~ in particular to the concept, acceT:'%ed 

,.,~ many S%.e, tes of the ocean floor beyond national jurisdiction being a common 

herita(,<e" o~ .... m~_~<~.~.,dn{"~ and consequently bei~:g reserved exclusively ~.'-r ]:..'.,eacefu! 

}'~ oncep-b of the us = of this area, :['or ~','"~ ber,..efit purposes; a.s well as-to t_:,_, c . . . . . .  -.~ 

O.T." a.z±" .......... U-o.._, ~.~:~ind ~~" tskinR;_ into ~:c~,~;.~t_ .... ..... the special, reeds of ,..~'-~evel op:i,,~.g_. ~ countrirs ~ 

a n d  t o  o b  ~= . . . . . . . . .  .... -~ e ] . e m e n t s  ' ~ _ . .  ~ p o :  :~ , ~ d  i n  i , . - :be  r .u  o n a . 1  -~:"6g .. ~.,~i.ch would be into ......... t= an. "-~.t[ irne 

t o  . . . .  ,,~,r t o  t h e  a r e a  c~#<b" ~0  
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6. In their r, omments, on various provisions, of the DrPrt~.. Treaty. . ~, which in a 

number of ins-bamces were stated to be preliminary~ delegations raised some 

specific consii~erations; among them the followin;:: L- the legal, implications of 

• ~ .  r..~ .4- ~ 

the Dza~ ~, Tremty arising f-~'om its re~eremce to the Geneva Convention on the 

Territorial Sea and +,he Contiguous Zone~ which up to the present time had not 

been adhered to by a majority of Members and j in this connexion; su.ggestions 

were made to eliminate this difficulty' the preservation of-the rights of 

States recognized by customary international law and existing Conventions 

on the Ls;,: of the Sea; the desir'h" _ t~).~ types of' weapons and a,_m].ity of' def'ining ]~ 

activities covered in the Draft Treaty: and their re_].ationship to the protection 

of the living and mineral resources of the marine environment] stress was laid 

on the need for adequate verification procedures., on which refer-ences were 

made to the proposa].s made in-the CCD by Brazil (CCD/267) and Canada (CCD/270) - 

in this connexion attention was also drawn to the possibility of verification 

by an international agency which might be established, as well as to the need 

,, ~oa.tes; the suggestion was m~-~e for safeguarding recognized riahts of coastal o~ 

that it w.oul, ~] be useful to distinguish, in view of the cha,~racteristies of the 

~n~%rJ.ne environment~ between observation~ .. _ verification and inspection procedures" 

the need was also stressed to reserve the maximum possible area of the ocean floor 

.._ ., . I . . . .  l - l y  -" -" , . . . .  foP peaceful purposes~ and conseqLem .... • to use a formulation wm±ch wo~l~! uot 

t . . . e  impress .~ . ~  ._ convey h ion-that coastal States are expected to emplace weapons w}:le~e 

prohibition is not con-temp!ated by the terms of the proposed draft.. 

] ' .  Several members of the Commitbee~ conscious of the importar~ce ~ ~rgency 

and comp.].exity of the matter; expressed the hope that the implications of the 

proposed. Draft. Treo, ty would be considered_ in greater depth ~b-~ a l~_~ber" ..... ~:~"~'~~ ~,. ~ and 

~,h.at suggestions made would be given careful consideration, 

~" ~' " -" ~ n d  ~. Since ±,he Committee's consideration of the question w a s  o~ a l~n ..... ted a._ 

t h e  v i e w s  e x p r e s s e d  d o  n o t  r e e l  . . . .  -t + h e  cc,- , -o -~.- p r e l i m i r . ~ a - r [ , /  c h a r . : a ,  c t e . r : ,  _ . ,_ .  . . . .  ,~.I.,~:L : r e d  o p i n i o n  • , J  U .  <.. 

o f  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  a s  a w h o l e . ,  n o r  c l o  t h e  p o i n t s  m:emt io : , :~_ed a b o v e  z ' e p r e s e - r ~ t  s, 

o/ 
c! ....... " .~mmm~ry of-th~ views ex-oressed~ which are shown in the su.mmaT\y records .... . 

o/ "Obese consist ~f the record ~- of the. 12th to iSth meetings of the 

C o m m i t t e e  ( ~ \ / : ~ ' ~  . , . - L 2 - 1  , 
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