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1. In resolutioh 257/ B (XXIV), the General Assemblj requested the Committee
on the Peaceful Uses of the Sea-Bed énd the Ocean Floor beyond the Limits of
National Jurisdiction to consider_further,.with a view to méking recommendations,
the gquestions entrusted to it in accordance with its terms of reference as sst
out in resclution 2467 A (XXIII). N

2. (Textu to be preparad later)

PART T ~ ORGANIZATION OF THE COMMITTEE DURING 197C

3. The memberéhip of the Committes, as established by the General hasembiy at
its twenty-third session, remained unchanged as follows: Argentina, Australia,
Austria, Belgium, Brazil, Bulgaria, Cameroon, Canada, Ceylon, Chile, Czecho-
giovakia, Hl Salvador, France, Iceland, India,.ItaLy, Japan, Kenya, Kuwait,
Liberia, Libya, Madagascar, Malsysia, Malta, Mauritania, Mexico, Nigeria;'Norway,
Pakistan, Peru, Poiand, Remenia, Sierrs Leome, Sudan, Thailand, Trinidad and
Tchago, United Arab Repubiic, Union or Soviet Sccielist Republics, United Kingdom
of Great Britain and,Nofthern Ireland, United Republic of Tanzania, United States
of Mmerica, Yugoslavia. o |

4. A number of Member States requested accredited observer status as provided
for in the decision of the First Committee at the twenty—thifd session of the
Assembly.&/ ﬁt the close of ﬁhe Committee's second sessiﬁn in 1970, the
following Members had_observer status: Barbados; Burms, Cuba, Demmsrk, Ecuador,
Finland, Guysna, Indoﬁesia,”Iraﬁ, Jamaica, Morocco, Netherlands, New Zealand,
Wicaragua, Philippines, Portugel, South Mwica, Spain, Sweden, Tunisia,:Turkey,

Ukrainian Soviet Scuvialist Republlc, Uruguay, Venezuela.

1/ A/T47T, para.l9.
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5. The officers of the Commilbles during 197G were as follows:

Main Committee.

Chairmarn: Mr. Hamilton Shirley fwerasinghe {Ceylon)
Vice-Chairman: Chile (Mr. Jogé Pinera (first session);

My, Fernando Zegers (second session)).
Horwey (Mr. Bdvard Hambre (first session);

Mr. Jens Fvensen (second session)).
Poland {(Mr. Fugeniusz Kulaga (first session);

Mr. Wledzimierz Natorf (second session)).

United Republic :
of Tanzania (Mr. Salim A. Salim (first sesgion),

Mr. E.E. Seaton {second session)).
Rapporteur: Mr. Charles V. Volla (Malta)

Legal Sub-Committes
Chairman: Mr, Galindo Pohl (El Salvador)

Vice-~Chalrman: Mr. Llexsnder Yenkov (Bulgaria)

Rapporteur: Mr. Abdel Halim Badawi (United Arab Repuiblic)

Beonomic and
Technical Sub-Committes

Chairman: Mr. Roger Denorme (Belgium)
Vice-Chairmen: Mr. J.8. Toja (India) - first session;
My, C.V. Ranganathan (India) ~ second session.

Rapporteur: Mr, Anton Prohaske (fustria).
6, During 1970, the Commitles held an organivational meeting at United Nations
Headquarters in New York on 26 February, and twe sessions: & gpring session at
United Nations Headquarters in New York from 2 to 26 March, and a summer. session in
gensva from 3 to 28 hugust.,
7. Meetings of the Committee were attended by representatives of the International
Atomlc Energy Agency and of the speclaliszed agencies ~ International Labour Organisation,
Food end Agriculture Orgenization of the United Natlons, United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Culturael Organization and its Inter-Govermmental Qcesnographic
Coﬁmiséiog,"Inter—GaVernmehtal Maritime Consultative Organization, and World
Mateorcloglical Organization.
8, 4 list of official documents of the Comuittee is contained in Anmex ITT.
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PART 1T - ACTIVITIES OF TH“ OMMTTTIE

Ao Lepgal pripciple

9. In paragranh Z(d) of rebolutlon 2467 i (*XIII) the ﬁssembly instructed the

Commlttoe to ubuav fhe eﬂaboratlon of the laga] principles and norms which would

n“qmote 1ntefn“+101dl rrwoporqblop in the ﬂxploratlon and use of the Seaébed and the
:ocean ?1oor, Lna, hp sabsoll thereof bevond the limits of naticnal juri sdﬂctlon and
to ensuro tﬂb LypT 1tat‘on of th01r ”esources for tho bengflt of mankind.
10. As relqtbﬁ in thu report of the Legal “ubngnmittee§/2 pra7onga d attenticn was
.ngcn in uban qub Commlbteﬂ dur ing 1969 to the slaboration of legal principles and
norms for a rcvl for the gea-bed and ocean floor beyond the limits of ﬁational
3u“1s61ctloﬂ ka1r use of the nethod of dnformal consulbatiocns between 89551ons,
the uo=Cﬂmm1tLee ﬂadu PI o~rosp in mére cozcvetv forﬂulatlong of legal prlnclples,
and in 1ant11y1n the dlfference anoﬂg Tarious formulatlumo. S In its final -
meutlngs in 1909 the Sub-Comnittee reached 9g¢eement on a report including a. -
synthesza,'on the basis of a text‘prepared by the Sub~Committee's Rappbrteureé/
11. In rééolutioh 2574 B (XXZV) the General‘ﬂssambly noted with interest the
syﬁthesis at the eﬁd of the ?eport ‘of the Legal Sub~éommiﬁtee, which, it stated,
reflected the extent of the werk dbne’in_*le formilation of principles -designed- to -
promete internabional coébpération in the eXﬂloraLﬂon and use of the sea-bed and the
ocesan m¢ook, and the subsoil thefeof beyond the llmAtq of D”t ional jurisdiction and
risurs the bxp101tat10n of *hblr regources for the benefit of mankind, irrespective
of ths ﬂﬁogr phlcal locaﬁlon OL Statas, E¢K1nb intc account the special inﬁerests

end needs of the Aevelopl 17 wountrieg, wha her 7and—locx 2d or coastal.  The Assembly

ragquested the COL¢1 tes to Xped1tu 1L ﬂurﬂ of pra Daanw a. comprebcn51ve and
balanced stabtenent of thease prlncrpLes and o qubdrt a draft declarstion to the
General Agsemily at its twenbty-Tifth sessicon.
12, The Legal Sub-Committee comtinued during 1970 its intensive study of. varlous
formulations of different principles to be centained in ayLéélérati on of legal

prineiples,.

2/ Qfficial Recordsof the General Assonbly, Twe mefoarth session, Supploment No.22
(A/’?{)Q,Q s 1'7&?‘13 Two.

)
3/ Ibid., paras, 95-97.
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B. FEeonomic and technical conditions and rules

13. Paragraph 2 {a} of resclution 2467 A (XXIII) instructed the Committee to study
the economlc and technical requirsments which a régine should satisfy in order o meet
the interests of humanity as a whole, Paragraph 2 {b} of the seme rssolution called
on the Committee to study the ways and means of prometing the exploitation and use of
the resources of this area, and of international co-operation to that end, teking into
account the foreseceable development of technology end the economic implicatiens of such
expioitation and bearing in mind the fact that such exploitation should benefit mankind
as a whols.

14. Themematiers were considered at some length by the Economic and Technical Sub-
Committee during 1969, as described in its report.é/ The suggestions contained in
that report were noted by the General Assembly in resoluticn 2574 B (XXIV), which.
requested the Committee to formulate recommendations regarding the economic and
technical conditions and rules for the explcitation of the resources of this arsa in
the context of the régime to be set up., In accordance with a rsgquest contained in
the third part of the Committee's report to the twenty-fourth session,. the Secretariat
submitted a review of Governmental measures pertaining to the development of mineral
resources on the continental shelf (A/AC.138/21 and Corr.l).

15, At the gession in March 1970, lists of topics were suggested by some delegations
te be studied in preparing economic and technical rules and conditions for such éx-
ploitation. At the request of the Sub-Committee, the Secretarial prepared a
preliminary note on the questicon of possible methods and criteria for the sharing by
the internationel community of proceeds anc other benefits derived from the

exploitation of the rescurces of the area (A/AC.138/24).

~(T0 BE COMPLETED)

C. Exploration and research
16. In sub-paragraph 2 {c) of resolution 2467 & (XXIII), the General Assembly also

asked the Committee to review the studies carried out in the field of explorsiion snd

research in this area and aimed at intensifying international co-operation and
gtimulating the exchange and the widest possible dissemination of scientific knowledge
on the .subject. In a further resolution (2467 D {XXIII)), the General Assembly
requested UNESCO that its Inter-Governmental Qcesnographic Commissgion intensify its

activities in the gcientific field, in particular with regard to co-ordinating the

L/ 4/7622, part Three.
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scientific aspects of o long-term and expanded programme of world-wide exploration of
the oceans and their rasources. At the Auguet sesgion in 19693 the Beonomic and
Technical Sub-~Cormitise considered the draft comprehensive outliqo; wrepared by the IOC
of the scope of the long-term programme of oceanic exploratioﬁ.é/ The records of the
Sub~-Committeels discussions were transmitted to the T0C for consideration 1o preparing

the final draft outline. The report of the I00 was submitied to the General Assembly

at its bwenty-fourth ssesion,

17, Sub-paragraph (d) of paragreph 2 of resolution 2467 4 (XAIII) roquested the
Committee to examine proposed measures of co-operation to be adopted by the
international commniiy in order to prevent the marine pollution which may result fronm
the exploration and exploitation of the resources of this arca. In a further
resolution, 2467 B (XXIIL), the Assembly called for a study from the Secretary-General,
in co~operation with the appropriate and compebent body or bodies presently undertaking
co-ordinated work in the field of marine poilution control. ft report haé accerdingly
been pfepared on the basis of a study by the Joint Group of Experts on the Scientifié'
Aspects of Marine Pollution (GESAMP), and is before the Goneral hssembly at its twenty—
fifth session. The problem of effective measures for controlling pollution, possibly
arising from the exploitation of the resourcss of the sea-bed and ocean floor beyond
the limits of national jurisdiction, has been the subject of various statements in the
Committee and its Beonomic and Technicsl Sub-Committee, all of which have stressed the
urgency of the problem. Tt has been recognized that a number of' speclalized agencles
~¢ working in this field and that close co-ordinaticn is called for.

)

{T0 BE COMPLETED)

. Peaceful uses ,
18. Paragraph 3 of resolution 2467 A (XXIIT) called on the Commitice to study further

i}

within the context <L the title of the ltem and taking into account bhe studies and

nternational ncgotiations being underteken in the fieid of disarmament, the reservation

{5

of the ssa-bed and the ocean floor withoul prejudice

o]

sxelusively for peaceful purposes

o the 1limits which may be agreed upon in this respect,

o

.

cusslon wag given in part Three of the Commlibee's report to
i

-

LIl

1

5/ An account of this di
t t
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19. Lecordingly, the Committee at five additional meefings held in November 1969
after the submission of its report to the Assombly at its twenty-fourth session,
coneglidersd the implications for its work of the report of the Conforsnce of the
Commitbes on Disarmament (A/7741), =nd in parbicular the implications of the draft
Troaty on the Prohibition of the Fmplacemant of Nuclesr Weapons and Other Weapons of
Mase Destructicn on the Sea-Bed and the Ccean Floor and in the Subgoil ithereof,
submitted to the Conference ?f the Committee on Dissymament by its two Co-Chairmen.
In an addendum to it reportg/, the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of the Sca-Bed and
the Ocean Floor beyond the Iimits of National Jurisdiction roported to the Assembly
on its discugsions. l
F. Infernational machinery _ . _

20. In resolution 2467 G (XXTIT), the General issembly requested the Secretery-General

to undertake a study on the question of establishing'in due time appropriate inter-
national machinery for the promotion of the expl&ration and éxploitation of the
regcurces of thls ares, =nd the uge of these resources in the interests of mankind,
irreépéétive of the geographical localtion of States, and taking into speclal cppe_.
gideration the interests and neods of ths develeping countries, and to submitla reﬁdrt
thereon to the Committee for consideration during 1969. :

21, A.repért (1/00.138/12 and £dd.1) wes accordingly prepared, and was discussed in
general terms in the main Commitbee in ﬂugust'lgég and from the point of view of its
economic_and technical aspects in the Economic and Technical Sﬁb»Qommittee at that
Sessieﬁ.z/' Thé Committee suggested that the Secretary—General.be raguested to continue
in depth the study of the establishment in due course of appropriate international
machinery, concentrating on the following arsas: {a) status of the mechine 5

{b) structure of the machinery; (e¢) powers and authority to be given to this

machinery: (d) activities end funcbiong of the machinery.

&/ /7622/838.1. ,
Z/ Mn o agoount of the Sub-Committes's discussion is- contained in part Three of the.
Committee's report o the twenty-fourth session,
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22.  The General iAssembly, bearing this recommendation in mind, requested the
Secretary-General, in resclution 2467 C (IXIII) to prepare a further study on various
typey of internaticnal machinery, pariicularly = study covering in depth the status,
gtructure, functions and powers of an international machinery, having jurisdiction
over the peaceful uses of the sea-bed and the ocean floor, and the subsoil thereof,
beyond the limi®s of national jurlsdiction, including the power to regulate,
co~ordinate, supervise and control all sctivities relating to the exploration and
exploitation of their resources, for the benefit of mankind as a whole, irrespective
of the geographical location of States, taking into account the specilal interests and
needs of the developing countries, whetheor land~-locked or coagtal.

23. A further report {A/AC.13%/23) was accordingly prepared by the Secretary-General,
taking into account the views expressed by Members in the General issembly and at the
sesslon of the Committee In March 1970, and was before the Committee at its August

gession in 1970,

(TO BS COMPLETFD)
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ANNEX

LIST OF DOCUMENTS OF THE COMMITTEL -

- Letter dated 4 Februsry 1969 from. the Permanent Representative of ‘
Belgium addressed to the Secretary-General AfAC.138/1

- Draft programme of work of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses

of the Sea-Bed and the Ocesn Floor beyond the Limits of National.

Jurisdiction - Submitted by Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Bl Salvador, - ‘
Mexlco, Peru, and Trinidad and Tobago /dated 5 Februaxy,'l96_/ AfAC,138/2

- Draft programme of work of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses
of the Ses-Bed and the Ocean Floor beyond the Limits of National
Jurisdiction - Submitted by*?ulgm¢1a, Czechosglovakia, Poland,
Romania, and the Union of 50v1et uOCldllSt Republlco [dated

6 Februsry 1969/ L 4/86.138/3

- Outlins of programme of work of the Commitfee on the Psaceful

Uses of the Sea-Bed and the Ccean Floor beyond the Limits of

Netional Jurisdiction -~ Sutmitied by the Unlted auates of o

Mmerica /dated 6 February 1963/ - - - A/AC.138/4

— Programme of work for 1969 of the Committee on the Peaceful

Uses of the Sea-Bed and ths Ocean Floor beyond the Limits ‘of

National Jurladiction - Submitited by India, Kenya, Kuwait,

Liberia, Libya, Madagascar, Malaysia, Sierra Leone, Squn,

Thailand, United Arab Republic and Yugoslavia éaated , . o
7 babraary 1969/ . , . o A/ACI38/5

- Economlc considerations conducive to promoting the development

of the resources of the sea-bed and ocean floor beyond: the limits

of national jurisdiction in the interests of mankind - Prellmlnary

note by the Secretariat /dated 4 March 1969/ ' A/AC.138/6

-~ Proposals and views relating Lo thie adopticn of principies_- A/AC.lBS/?-L
Working paper prepared by the Secretariat édated 5 Mdrch 19627 and Corr,l-i4

- Organization of work - Proposals by the Chalrman presentpd in

accordance with the agreement reached at the meeting of the
Committee held on 7 February 1969 /dated 7. Harch 96_/ i} A/AC.138/8

- wupolement to the survey of national legls7ut10n conceraing

the sea=bed and the ocean floor, and the subsoil thereof underlying

the high seas beyond the limits of present nabionsl. Jurzsdlctlon

(4/4C.135/11, and Corr.l and 4dd, 1) - Doctment pfepafcd by the

QQCf?tarlaL Zdabed 11 March 1063/ - - AFAC.138/9

GE . 70-18493



A/8C.138/L.5
Annex
page 2

- Letter dated 27 Februasry 1969 from the Chairmsn of the IOC

addressed to the Secretsry-General (Girculated at the reguest of

the representative of UNESCO)
- Malta : draft resolution iaated 18 March 1969/

- Study on the guestion of establishing in due time appropriate
international machinery for the promoition of the exploration and

exploitaticn of the resources of the sea-bed and the ccean floor.

beyond the limits of natlonal Jurlsdlctlon and the use of their

resources_in the interests of mankind - Report of the Secretary-

General /dated 18 and 30 June 1969/

- (Reproducad in Aonex IT to Report of the - Comm1ttee on the
Peaceful Uses of the Sea-Bed and Ocenn Fibor beyond the
Limits of National Jurisdiction, Officigl Records of the
Genersl ﬂssemblv. Twenty-fourth Sesgicon, Supplement No.22

.:i/ (62;2)

- Study on marine pollution which might ariss from the
exploration and exploltatlon of the sea~bed and the ocean floor
and the gubseil thereof bevond the limits of national S
jurisdiction - Note bj the ecretarf—Genexal Zaated
28 July 1965/ -

- lote by the Secrebary-General éﬁfansmitting the draft-
comprehensive outline of the scope  of the long-term and =~
expanded programme of cceanic exploration and research, "
prepared by the Special Working Group of the T0C on the
Long~Term andAExpanded Programmg/

-~ Note by the Inter-Govermmental Maritime Consultative
Organlzatlon (DMCO) [dated 15 Augast 1962/

- Stabement by the Chaivman at the eighth meetlng of the
Gommlttee on 27 August 1969 -

- Report of the ucongmlc and Technical Sub-Committees
[dated 27 August 1969/

- Reuuru of the Leggal oub—Commlﬁ%ee {covering its March and
August sessiorns) [du+ed 28 Auguet 1962/

~ TLetter 10 October 1969 from the Chalrman of tﬂe Jommattee
addressed to the Secrel afymGemer?l

~ Letter dated 21 October 1969 from the Secrstery-Gensral
addressed to the Chalrman of the Committes

~ Goverment measures periaining. io the development of winsral
resources on the continental shelf - Review prepared by the
Secretariat /dated 27 January 1970/

£/80.138/10
A/Ac;lasfll

A/ AC 138/12
and Corr.i

 and Add,1 and.

Add, 1/Gorr 1

A/AG;lBB/lE

A/AC.138/1¢

and Corr.l

|A/80.138/15

4/40.138/16

E/AC 138/17

AfRC,138/18
and Add.l

- A/AC.138/19

A/AC,138/20

4/AC,138/21

and Cerr.l



~ Letter dated 25 May 1970 from the representative of the
United States of fmerica addressed to the Chairman of the
Committee

~ Study on internstlonsl machinery - Repoii of the Sscretary-
General /dated 26 May 1970/

—~ Possible methods and criteria for the sharing by the
international community of procesds and other benefits derived
from the exploitaticn and the resources of the area beyond
ngtional jurisdiction - Preliminary note by the Secretariat
[dated 9 June 1970/

~ Draft United Nalions Convention on the Internaticnal Sea-Bed
Area - Working paper submitted by the United States /dated
3 August 1970/

- International regime ~ Working paper presented by the United

Kingdom /dated 5 August 1970/

~ Proposals concerning the establishment of a regime for ths
exploration_and the exploitatign of the sea-bed - Submitted
by France /dated 5 August 1970/

- Letter dated 14 August 1970 from the Chairman of the
Delegation of Peru addressed to the Chairman of the Committee
on the Peaceful Uses of the Seca-Bed and Ocean Floor beyond the
Limits of National Jurisdiction.

Limited Documents

- Draft report of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of the
Ses-Bed and the Ocean Floor bheyond the Limits of National
Jurisdiction 125 August 1969/

~ 3tatement by the Chairman at the Twenty-fourth meelting of
+the Committes on 6 March 1970
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&/AC,138/22

4/8C.138/23

A/AC,138/24

A/AC,138/25

A/AC.138/26

A/AC.138/27

A/80.138/28

A/8C.138/L.1

&/AC.138/L.2

Report of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of the Sea~Bed and the Ocean
Floor beyond the Limits of Nationel Jurisdiction (Official Records of the General

Assembly. Twenty-fourth session., Supplement No, 22 (4/7622)7.
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