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18. At its .session in August 1970, reports of the d~nping of nerve gas by the 

United states in the A.~lantic Ocean were dra~,m to the CommitteeJs attention. 

Following a dis.cussion~ during which the United .States representative gave an 

accoo.nt of.the safety measures taken. by his .Govermnent. in this..ca:se, the Committee, . 

at .its 38th:meeting on .20 August, .without ob.jection adopted the following 

st.at ~m~nt : .. ~... 

: :~The Comr~i.ttee on the Peaceful Uses. of. the Sea-bed .mad the. Ocean F!oor~ . 

meeting in Geneva~ today requested its Chairmm~ to convey to the Secretary, 

General of the United Nation.s its con.Cern at the. practice of using the sea-bed and .the 

oSem%-floor for the. purpose..of ;dumping toxic, radioaotive and other n oz~ious materials, 

which has ..b@en brought.to public, attention by. the decision, since, implemented, of the 
,~ • 

United-~tates to dump a certain quantity .of nerve gas in .the Atlantic Oces~q.. .... 

" ~in expressing this. Concer.n"the Committee had in n~ind the General Assemblyts 

desire, as stated inresolution 2.340 '(XXII), to preserve the sea-bed .~%d.th:e oc-ean 

floor mud the .subsoil thereof from actions, and.uses which might be de~trimental:...~ . 

to the cobb_on in%crest of mankind. ..- ~ 

:~The C0mmittee was conscious of. its special responsibility undei -. .the 

mandate entrus.ted, to it by:.the General Assembly of the.united Nations in .. .. 

• reso!Ution~-2467A (2f£ilI), paragraph 2(d) 50 examine proposed me asui~es of co,.. ... 

operation to -be adopted by the-int~rnational commmnity in order .to. pz'~vent 

the marine pollution T] ° ~nzch may result from the exploration m~d exploitation 

of the resources of this area. 
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"The C6mmilt%ee a~so~.d.elemed i t  oppo)tune~:%6 a d d r e s s  a g e n e r a l  a p p 6 a i ~ ~ o  '~ a l i  . . . . . .  " ' 
. . . .  . . ,  

Goverrm~ents to refrain fi~ora using the sea,bed ea~.~d the .... 0c.ean floor as a dumpin.g..gr0un d 

for toy_ic~ radioactive and other noxious ma,cerials which migh~cau, se sel~ious damage 
• .~ 

%o the marine enviror~en~, " 

"The Committee has noted the assurances given by the delegation ofthe Oni%ed 

States that effective precautions had been . taken, by the Govermilent of the United 

States to mitigate any harmful consequences arising from this particulai ~ action and 

that such action will not be tak.en again '~ '~ . . . .  
• ' ..~-...:.....-~,~-.-~-..~t,...-.',....t...,..--~.;~;. ;::~ J", " ...... -,-.÷:..~i ....... :.~!ii),..i...-..~.~..:.~..,: .... .... . ;  . . . . .  . .  

19. The concern of the members of the Committee with tb-e'~,~desp.l~ead and urgent 
. 

-... :.. • . . ~. . 

probleras of p011Uti0n Was also expressed in various stat@ments in the Economic - 
f 

o 
• .f . 

and. Technical Sub-Committee as Well as in a discussion in the main committee at the 
- . . - . ,  ,., . . .  . "  ~ . .  . . . : . . ;  . . ~ • 

August session, onthe basis~of the Secretary-General's report-(A/7924). :The"i:rebort 
~[ . . ,t .~ •. • . . . 

was generally considered a useful preliminary survey though it ~:-~as ~ecognized that 

it could only be of a general and exploratory character in the absence 0fpracti~al 

experience , of the effects of exploitation of the resoui-ces of the sea-bed beyond ,the 
• . . 

limits ofnational jurisdication, However, l~egret was expressed thaian interpretation 

h a d  been  g i v e n  ~o a r t i c l e  24 o-f t h e  C o n V e n t i o n  on t h e  High Seas  which  a p p e a r e d  t o .  : 
~ 4  

m ~ .. - . . .  . • . . 

c o n f l i " c t  w i t h  t h e  p r 6 v i s i o n s  o f  G e n e r a l  Assembly  ~ e s o l u t i o n  2574 D (XX.iV).: T h e n e e d  
- .  - ' . .  : . . ' . . .  . .  . , - 

£o~'-greater scientific "k~owiedge of the ecology Of. the. area and its vulnerability to 
• .. .. . . . .  . . ~ 

~ poilu-~,.ants ~.~ez~e - emphasiz@d as: Well is the need for in-~ernational co-6peration in " 

research and techn010gyand in the d i s s e m i n a t i o n : o f  ~ s uat_stical and technical data to 
• . . . . 

a l l  S t a t e s ~  S.o ;as ..~co m i n i m i z e  t h e  r i s k  o f  p o l l u t i o n . . . - A t % e n t i o n  Was dr:awn i n  t h i s  c o n n e x i o  
• . . . , . .  . . . . .  

to  t h e  emphas i s  b e i n g  " a -~ places in the international Decade o:£ Odean .Exploitation on scientific 

observations with a view to preserving theocean enVironm@nt ~ and preventing depletion of 

valuable species, 

20. It was generally recognized that~ as st)ted in the Secretary-General's report~ it 
.~ .. .. . 

would not be possible to exploit ghe 'res'ou~'ces of the deep 'ocea~-~ floor without some degree 

o f  i n t e - ~ £ e r e n c e w i t J A . t h e  mar ine  envi"~~p~nent ~n~i i-~"was 'iag¢~eed"that a . ' d e f i n i t i o n  o f  t h e  
• . . . . .  

level of interference that Wouldbe: permlssib.le'"~as necesSa~ -:': b m~.a Should e established 
• " . . . . .  " " " .: " " L o-" -" .7 ":" " . . . . .  ' 
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by imternation~_ treaty, it was suggested that appropriate rules might be adopted 

reflec-~ing the bes~ • ~ " '~ ~ pr~ncmp±es applied by the oetroleum industry and laying down the 

exploitation procedures to be fo::.lowed to avoidpollutiono Reference was made to 
, . . 

the definition of pollution by the Group of Exper.ts on the Scientific Aspects of Harine 
• . 

P o l l u t i o n  (GES~,IP) w h i c h  r e a d :  . . . . . .  

"introduction by man~ directly or indirectly~ of substances or energy 
into the ma.~ine enviromuent (including estuaries) resulting in such 

• . 

deleterious effects as harm to living resources~ hazard to hmnan heslth, 
hindra~ce to marine act£vities including fishing~ impairment of quality 
for.. use of sea water and reduction of amenities o ~ 

• . 

It was suggested that this definition might need to be supplemented by research into 

the threshold level-, at which the harm-b the environment occurred- and that this 

might ~vary for different sources O f pollutants. 

21. A nu~oer~of delegations considered that~ while the Committee's specific terms of 
• ., .. 

reference were to consider th e ~question of pollution that might arise from exploitation 

of the resources of t~.e. sea-bed and the ocean f.loo~ ~ beyond the limits of national 
.. 

jurisdic,tion ~ the maid•he environment for the purposes of the prevention and control 

of pollution had to be treated as an integral whole. At present little was known of 
k. 

the pgssib!e effects of po~iutic~ from ,]eep--sea mining} but pollution from the discharge 

of domestic and:industrial waste .(mainly from coastal outlets), the escape or dumping 

~ ° oil spills from ships and f.vom exploitation on the of toxic or radioactive mat,~rmals 

continental shelf presented vast and urgent p~oblems of international concern. The 

pl~oblems. ~equired action on a•worid-wide scs.le since p!~oblems of pollution in different 

areas were related: ocean currents~ for example ~ could carry the effects.of pollution 

hundreds of miles in a compara%ive!v b~'ief time, %Yaile winds could carry~pesticides 
.. 

from lando Some members considered that the international r@gime to be established~- 

£or the area beyond national jurisdictior, should provid e that coastal States had the 

right to adopt the necessary conservation measures to protect theil ~ coastal areas from 

pollution caused by activities in the areas beyond their jurisdiction. It was stated, 

however: that a r egion~! approach should be used only in a wider~ international context 

and international measul~es should b e within the frsumework of agreed scientific programmes 
... 

of inquiry, 
• 

• ~ • 

22 Atten-~ion was drawn by ms ny delegations to General Assembly resolution 2566 (XXIV) 

calling for a ccmprehensive report in ~c .... _,~r± on pollution of the ma~ine environment, to 

'Un~.~.ec] Nations and the spec~/!ized agencies with special reference be prepa~.~.~ed by the " ~ L . 
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to the Conference on the Human Environment5 in 1972. It was suggested that following this 

l, eport there should be a special plenipotentiary confe~ence to conclude a treaty or 

t~:eaties for the .pr ~zention of pollution .... t was recognized that such a conference~ 

• Con~ erence on if held, would have to be co-o1~dinated with the 1972 ~~ the Human 
• . 

Environment and the projected IMC0 conference on pollution from ships to be held in 

1973o Montion was s2[so made of the conference being organized by the Economic 
.. 

Commission for Europe in !971 and the working" papers being prepared for it which were 
. 

to include one on the disposal of waste. Reference was made by various delegations 

to previous conventions relating to marine pollution and to the work of the specialized 

agencies~ in particula-~' the work of IMCO in connexion with pollution from oil spills from 

ships, and slso to-the work of the IOC, FAO and ~0, as well as to that of the IAEA. .It 

was stressed that, while it was important to avoid duplication, it was n~ecessary that 

there should be a more comprehensive approach, embracing all types of pollution. At 

presen.t~ .no-effective international safeguards exist to prevent pollution of the - 

oceans~ apart from cases of~oilspills. There should be co-ordination, not.only among 

the progrannecsof the specialized agencies but also.be%ween .the inte~"national .and the 

various.national programmes of control. 
L. 

23 .... As far as the specific msmdate of the Committee was concel-ned, it was generally 

recognized that some stat..ement should be made in .the declaration of .legal principles, of 

the need ~ to prsvent and control pollution and thaiprovisions should be made in the 

international r4gime.~-including the machinery which would form. part of i%, for adequate 

safeguards ags~inst .:ol!ution. • In this conr .... xion~ references ~.:ere made to the provisions 

relating to pollution contained in the United States Working paper submitted tO the 

Committee (~/AC.138/25) IJ. . Ifwas. also important, membel-s Considered~ toarrive at an 

agreement on provisions for liability for damage... 

(Subseo:uenl. paragr.~phs will be rent~beredo) " '~ 

I/ The United States ~epresentative drew attention in particular %o the 
_ o. i0 ii 12 19 para.2, 23, 27 and provisions of articles I~ para.l~ ~.~ ~ , ~ ~ ~ 

40, sub-paras. (j) and (k) in relation to the prevention and control of 
• . pollution. . ' 
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