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1. By resolution 2750 C (XXV) of 17 December 1970, the Goneral hLssembly reaffirmed
the nandate of the Commitfea onn the Peaceful Uses of the Sea-Bed and the Ocean Floor
beyend the Limits of Noticnal Juriediction set forth in General Assembly resolution _
2467 i (¥XIII) as supplomented by resolution 2750 (XXV). TPurbhermore, it decided
to enlarge the Committee by forty—four members, appointed by the Chairmen of the
Pirst Committee of the General Assembly in consulbtstion with regional groups aﬁd taking
inte acccunt equitable geographical representation therecn.
2. Under the operative part of resolution 2750 C (XKV), the General Assembly.
decided to convene in 1973 & conference on the law of the sea and it further decided
to review, 2t its twenty-sixth snd twenty-seventh sessions, the reports which 1t
instructed the Commiftee to make on the progress of 1ts preparatory work with a view
to determining the precise agenda of the conference on the law of the sea, its

- definitive date, ldcation and duration, anc related arrengemeats; with the proviso
that if the Lssembly, at its twenty;seventh session, deternined the progreés of the
preparatory work to bhe insufficient, it might decide to postpone the conference. The
conforence would deal with the establishment of an equitable internaticnal régime -
including an international machinery - for the area and the resources of fthe sea-bed
and the ocean floor, and the subsoil thercof, beyond the limits of national
Jurisdiction, a precige definition of the area, and a broad range of related issues

including those concerning the régimes of the high seas, the continental shelf, the
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territorial ses (including the questioni' ‘bréed%h and the quest*on‘b 

straite) andICOﬂ%iEuous zone, fishing and; ns rvation of the 11v1ng‘reseurces ei the;h'gh
seas (including the guestion of the preforontlal rlghts of coastal Dtab@S), the pTeservan"
tion of the marine environment (1nclud1ng, inter alia, the_pxevegﬁ%oproﬁ_polluﬁlonl and .
geientific research, : H“;i;. \ 

3. The Asgembly further decided to review, at its;twenty—sixth an& twentyfseventhiﬁ .
gesgions, the report which it instructed the Comnities to make on the progress of its
preparatory work with a view to determining the précigze agenda of the conference on the
law of the sea, its definitive date, location and duration, and related arrangements;

if the Aeeembly; at 1ts twenty-seventh seesion? determined the progress of the preparatory
work of the Commlttee to he ins ufflclent, it might decide to postpone the con;erence. ’

4, The en1argea Committee was instructed to hold two sesgions in Geneva, in March and

in July-ﬁugust 1971,71n or@er_to vrepare for the conference on the law of the see draft
tfeaty articles embeodying the-intefnational régime - including an internatioﬁai ﬁachiﬁery -
for the ares and the resoufeee of the sea-bed and the ocean floor, and the subsoil thereofl,
beyond the limits of national JurlSdlCt+OH, takln@ into account the oaultable gharing by
all States in the benef¢ts to be derived therefrom, bearlng in mlnd the epeclal lntereste
and needs of developing countrles, whether coastal ox 1and«locked, on the basis of the
Declaration of Principles Governing the Sea-Bed and the Ocean Floer, and ﬁhe Subsoll
Thereof, bheyond the Liﬁits of National Jurisdiction; and a coﬁprehensive list of eubjecte
and issues releting'to the 1aw‘of the sea referred to in paragraph 2 above, which should
be dealt with by the eonference, and draft articles on such uubjeefe and issues. o

5. The Commlttee Was authorlaed to establish such subsld1arj organg as 1t deemed
necessary for the efficient performance of itg fan0u¢on¢,_bearlng in mind the oclentifiej
ecoaeﬁic; 19933 amd,technica1 agpects of the'issues inVolved. and we“ reguested to
preyare, as approprlate, rcports to the Genfr al Lseombly on the progress cf its work.

The Secretary-General wag requasted to c1rcuiato those repor% to Member States and to
observers to the United Nations for their comments and obeervatlon He'was also requested
to render the Committee all the aselotance it might TQQUITO in legal, econofiic, teohnlcal
and uClPﬂblflC matters, 1n01uu1ng the rélevant records of the Gencral Lssembly and
gpeclalized agencieg for the efficient perlformance of its Tunctions.

6, The Assembly decided to invite other Member States which were not appointed to

the Committee to participate as observers and to be heard on specific points.
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7. The United Nations Bducational, Scientific and Culfural Organization and its
Intergovernmental Qceanographic Commission, the Feod and Agriculture Organizatioﬁ of the.
United Nations and its Committee on Fisheries, the World Health Organization, the Tnter-
Governmental Maritime Consultative Crganization, the World Meteorclogical Organization, -
the International Atomic Energy Agency and other intergovermmental bodies and specialiuzed
agencies concerned were invited to co-operate fully with the enlarged Commitiee on the
Peaceful Uses of the Sea-Bed and the Ocean Floor beyond the Linits of National Jurisdice
tion in the implementation of the present resolution, in particular by preparing such
sclentific and technical documentation as the Committes might request.

8. At its twenly-fifth session the General Assembly also adopted, as resclution

2749 (XXV) of 17 December 1970, the Declaration of Principles governing the Sea-Bed andi
the Ceean Floor, and the Subsoil Thereof, bheyond the Tinits of National Jurisdiction.

9. Under the opervative gectlion of resolution 2750 A (XXV), the Assenbly requested the
Secretary-General to co-operetecwith the United Nations Conference on Trade and Develop-
ment, speclalized sgencies and other competent organizations of the United Nations systenm
in order to: (a) didentify the problenms arising from the production of certain minerals
from the area beyond the limits of national Jjurisdiction and examine the impact they
would have on the economic well-being of the develoning countries, in particular on
prices of mineral exporbts on the world market; (b)) study these problems in the light of
the scale of possible exploitation of the sea-bed, toking into account the world demand
for raw materiasls and the evolution of cogte and orices; {(c) propose effective solutions
for &ealing with these problems. The Secretary-General was reguested to gubmit his '
report thereon to the Committes for consideration during one of its sessions in 1971 and
for making its recommendations, as appfopriate, to foster the healthy development of the
world economy and balanced growth of international trade, and to miﬁiﬁize any adverse
effects caused by the fluctuation of prices of raﬁ materials regulting from such
aotivi%ies. .The Becretary-General was alsd‘roquested, in co-operation with the United
Natione Conference on Trade and Developnent, sﬁecialized agencles and other competent
organizations of the United Nations syaten, to keen this matfer under constant review

go as to submit supplenmentary information annually or whenever 1t was necegaary and
recommend additional measures in.the light of economic, scientific and technolegical
developmenta, The hAsgembly called upon the Comnittee to gubmit a report on $his gquestion

to the Genexal fAsgembly at its twenity-sixth session.
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10, Under the operative part of resclution 2750 B (XXV), the General Assembly
requested the Secretény—Genérél to prepare, in collaboration with the United Nations
Conference on Trade and Development and other competent bodies, an up~to-date study of
the matters referred to in the memcerandum dated 14 January 1958, prepared by the
Secretariaﬁl on the guestion of free accese to the sea of land-locked countries and

to supplement that document, in the light of events which had occourred in the meantime,
with a report on the apecial probleme of land-locked coﬁntfies reiating to the
exploration and exploitation of the rescurces of the sea-bed and the ocean floor, and
the subscil therccof, beyond the limits of natioral jurisdiction. The Socretarj—General
was requesied fo submit the study to the Committee for consideration at one of its

1971 sessidns, so that appropriate measures might be evolved within the general framework
of the law of the sea, to resolve the problenms of lan&—looked countries. The Assembly
alsc requested the Commitiee to report on this question to the General Assembly.at its
twenty—-sixth session.

11. Pursuant to the decisions of the General fAssembly referred fo in paragraphs‘9 and
10 above, the Secretary-General submitted the following reports to the Cormitteet
Poggible impact of sea~bed mineral production in the area beyond national jurisdiction
on world markets, ﬁith special reference to the problenms of developing counftries: a
preiiminary assessment (A/AC.138/36)9'Study of the question of free access to the gea
of land-locked countries and of the gpecial problems of land-locked countries reolating
to the exploration and exﬁloitation of the.resouroes of the sesa-bed and the ocean floor
beyond the limits of national Jurisdiction [4/AC.138/37 and Corr.l (English only) and
Corr.2 (Engligh only)}].

12. In accordance with the above-mentioned decision of the General Asgembly in
resolution 2750 ¢ (XXV) to enlarge the Committee by forty-four members, the Chairman
of the First Commities of the General Assenbly by o letter daved 8 January 19712
informed the Secretary-General of the forty-three additionsl members of the Committee
but siated that he wag not yet in a position to anncunce the name of the additicnal
menber who would repreosent the group of Eastern Lurcpean States. The membershin of

the Committec was thug as follows:

;/ United Wations Conference on'the Low of the Sea, 0fficial Recoxrds, vol. T:
Preparatory Documents (Uhited Nationg publication, Sales No.: 58.V.4, vol.l),
document A/CONF.13/29 and 4dd.1

2/ See L/8377
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Afghanistan, Algeria, Argentina, Australia, Austria, Belgium, Bolivia, Brazil, Bulgaria,
Byelorusaian S8R, Camercon, Canada, Ceylon, Chile, Colombiz, Congo (Democratic Republic of),
Cyprus, Crzechosiovekia, Denmark, Ecuadcr, El Salvador, Bthiopia, Franqe; Gabon, Ghana,
Greece, (natemala, Guinea, Guyana, Hungary, lceland, India, Tndonesia, Iran, Irag, Italy,
Ivory Coast, Jameica, Japan, Kenya, Kuwait, Lebancn, Liberia, Libya, Madagascar, Malaysia,
Mali, Malte, Mauritania, Mauritius, México; Nbréccog Nenal Wetherlands, Hew Zealand,
Nigeria, Norway, Paklstﬂns Panzma, People's Republie of the Congo, Peru, Phlllpplnes,
Poland, Romania, Senegal, Sierrs Leone9 Singapore, Somalia, Spain, Sudan, Sveden, Thailand,
Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Turkey, Ukrainisn Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of
Soviet'Socialiét Republics, United Areb Republic, United Kingdom, United Republic of
Tanzaniz, United States, Urnguay, Venezuela, Yemen and Yugoslavia. o
13, The following Member States have participated as observers as provided for in
paragraph 10 of resolution 2750 C (XXV)° B-.rbados9 Burme, China, Cubs, Dominican
Republic, Fljl, Pinjand, Ireland, Israel, Malawi, Hloaragua9 TPortupal , Seudi Arabia
and South Afrlca. ' _
14, N@otlngs of the Commitieec were attended by representatives of the Imternatlonal
Atomic Energy Agency and of the specialized agencies - Intexnat;onal Lahour Organlsution9
Food and AgriculturelOrganizaﬁion of the United Nations and its Committee on Fisheries,
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Ovganization and its Intergovernmental
Oceanographic Commission, Inter-Governmental Maritime Consultative Organization and
Woerld Meteorological Orgenization, as well as of the United Naticng Gonference on
Trade and Development
15. At the opening meetings of its spring and swmer sessions on 12 March and 18 July,
the Committee heard messages from the Secretary-General of the United Nations, conveyed
%o 1t respectively by Mr. Winspéare-Cuicciardi, Director—General of the European Office of
the United Fations, and Mr. L. N. Kutakov, Under-Secretary-General Tor Political and
Securiﬁy Council Affairs. Mr. Winspeare-Cuicciardi served as temporary Chairman of the
Committee at the opening meeting of the March session (forty—fifth meeting). IMr. Kutakov
and Mr. Stavrepoulos, the Legai Counsel and Under-Secrebary-General for Cenersl Asgembly
Affairs, wére present at various meetings of the Committec and ite Sub-Committees.
16, At its 6let meeting on 19 July, ithe Committee heard a shatement by the Secretary—
Ceneral of the Asian-African Legal Consultative Commitfee. |
PART I - WORK OF THR COMMITTER IN 1971
17. After intensive informal consultations in Februery and the first part of March 1971,
the Committee met from 12 to 26 March 1971 in Ceneva. ITts second gession wag also held
in Geneva, from 19 July ‘o 27 August.

18. The Committee held __ meetings.
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19, At the forty-fifth meeting of the Committee on 12 March 1971, the Committee re-
elected Ambassador H.S. Amerasinghe az Chairman. The Chairmsn read out, and the

ComMittee adopted, the text of the following agreement reached on organization of works
"The Committes ghall form three Sub-Committees of the Whole,

"The allocation of subjects and functions to the Sub-Committees shall in the
first ingtance be limited to those items on which there is common agreement .

"Treatment and allocation of all outstanding subjscts including, inter alia,
(1) the precise definition of the area of the sea-bed and the ocean floor and the
subsoil thereof beyond the limits of national jurisdiction and {2) peaceful uses
of that area shall be left for determination by the Committee, It ig understood
that the Sub-Committees, in connexion with the matfers allocated to them, may
consider the precise definiftion of the area of the sea-bed and the ocean floor and -
the subsoil thereof beyond the limits of natiomal jurisdiction, It is clearly
understood that the matter of recommendations concerning the precise definition of
the area is to be regarded as a controversial issue on which the Commitfee would
pronounce, The Committee shall =lso decide on the question of priority of
particular subjects, including the international régime, the international machinery
and the economiec implications of exploitation of the resources of the sea-bed and
the ocean floor and the subsoil thereof beyond the limits of national jurisdiction,
proceeding from resolution 2750 (XXV) and the relevant explanations made on
behalf of its co-sponsors.

"On this mpderstanding and in accordance with the mandaté of the Committes as
defined in resolution 2750 C (XXV), the following subjects and functions shall be
allocated to the three Sub-Committfees respectively:

oub-Committee I 3 Te prepare draft treaty articles embodying the
international régime - including an international
machinery — for the area and the resources of the
pea~bed and the ocean floor, and the subscil
therecf, beyond the limits of national jurisdiction,
- talting into account the equitable sharing by all
States in the benafits to be derived therefrom,
. bearing in mind the gpecial interests and needs of
developing couniries, whether ccasgtal or land-
" locked, on the basis of the Declaration of
Principles Governing the Sea-Bed and the Ocean
Floor and the Subsoil Thereof beyond the Limits of
National Jurisdiction, ecconomic implications
resulting from the exploitation of the rescurces
of the area [resolution 2750 4 (XXV)] as well as
the particular needs and problems of land-locked
countries [resolution 2750 B (XXV)]
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"Sub-Committee IT : To prepare a comprehensive list of subjects and
issues relating to the law of the sea, including
those concerning the régimes of the high seas,
the continental shelf, the territorial sea
(including the question of ite breadth and the
question of internationsl straits) and contiguous
zone, fishing and conservaticn of the living
resources of the high seas (including the
question of the prelersntial rights of coastal
States) and to prepare draft treaty articles
“thereon, I3 is wnderstood that the Sub- _
Committee may decide to draft articles before
completing the comprehensive list of subjects and
issueg related to the law of the zea.

"3ub-Commitiee II1 : To deal with the preservation of the marine
environment (including, inter alia, the
prevention of pollution) and scientific research
and to prepare draft treaty articles thereon.

"The Bureaux shall consist of a ftotal of 25 members on the principle of
equitable geographical distribution, the distribution being as follows:

"Main Committee Chairmans Agia
‘ Vice-Chairmen: Africa (2)
Asia (1)

Latin America (2)
Wegtern Iuropean and
Others (1)
Fastern Duropean {1)
Yugoslavia (1)

Rapporteur: Western Burcopean and Others
"Sub-Committes T Chairman: Africa
Vice-~Chairmens Asia

Latin America
Tastern European

Rapporieur: Western European and Qthers.
"Sub=-Committee IT Cheirmean: Latin Americsa
Vice-Chairmen: Africa
Agia

Bastern Buropean
Western Iuropean and Othérs

Rapporteur: Africa



A4/AC.138/L.4
_page 8

"Sub~Committee ITI Chairman: Western Furopean and Others

Vice~Chairmen: Africa
Latin America

Rapporteur: Asis
"It was also agreéd that, at the formal meeting, the first item would be the
election of the Chairman of the Main Committse, thereafter the election of the
. Vice=Chairmen and Rapporteur, followed by the election of the Duresux of the three
Sub-Committeas,"

20, The officers of the Commitiee during 1971 were as follows:

Mzin Committee

Chairman: ¥r, Hamilton Shirley Amerasinghe (Ceylon)
Vice-Chairmeny Democratic Republic M. T, Tdzumbuir (first session) |
of the Congo Mr, B, Kalonji-Tshikala {second
session)
" Mauritius M, Ramphul (first session)

T.
Mr, R, Lallah (second session)

Kuwait ¥Mr, §. Khanachet (first session)
Mr, S,N. Al-Sabah (second session)

Chile Mr. ¥. Zegers

Trinidad and Tobago . Me, P.V,J. Sclomon
Rorwey M, J. Dvengen
Fcland | Mr. W, Hatorf
Tugoslavia _ Mr, L. Mojsov

Rapporteurs Mr, Charles V. Vella (Malta)

‘Sub—Committee I
Chadirmar : Dr, £.E, Seaton (United Republic of Tanzania)
Vice-Chairmen: Mr. €.V, Ranganathan (Indiz)

Mr. M, Thompson-Flores (Brazil)
YMr, G. Feketa (Hungary)

Rapporteur: M, A. Prohaska (Austria)
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dub-Committes IT i
Chairman Mr, R, Calindo Pohl (Ll Salvador)
Vice-Chairmen; Mr, B, Holder (Liberia)
Me, A, Massoud Ansari {Tran)
M, L. Yankov {Bulgaria)
Mr, ¥, Tuncel {Turkey)
Rapporteur: Mr, 8, Abdel-Hamid (United Arab Republié)
Sub~fommittes TIT
Chairman: Mr. A. van der Pesen (Belgium)
Vice-Chairmen: Mr, M, Gebre-~Kidan (Fthiopia)
Mr. A, Bepinosa (Colombia)
‘Rapporteur: Mr., T, Ignchi {Japan)
21. Following the preliminary nole by the Secretary-General (4/Ac,1%8/24)on the question of

possible methods and eriteris Tor the sharing by the international community of proceeds
and other benefits derived from the exploitation of the resources of the area, reguested
by the Committee at its March 1970 session and in accordance with the decision of the
Committee as contained in paragraph 16 of its report to the twenty-fifth session
(A/8021)9 & more comprehensive report was prepared by the Secrotary-General and was
before the Committes at its July-Augusl session (A/AC.lBB/BB and Corr.l), Other
documents prepared by the Secretariat are included in the lizt in Annex ...

o, In accordance with requests made by the Committee al ils G6Cth meeting held on

26 March 1971, the Committee also had before it an illustrative atlas on the living
rescurces cof the sea, prepared by the Food and Agriculture Organization (A/AC.138/47)
and a publication up-dated by that Crpanization entitied "Limits and status of the

territorial sea, oxeclusive fighing zoneg, fisheryv conservation zones and the
5 of

¢

continental shelf (with particular reference to Fisherics) (4/AC.138/50).



	MAIN MENU
	PREVIOUS MENU
	---------------------------------
	Search CD-ROM
	Search Results
	Print

