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PRINCIPLES GOVERNING THE ACTIVITIES OF STATES WITH RESFECT TO

. THE SEA-EED AND THE OCEAN FLOOR, AND THE SUBSOIL THEREOF,

UHDERLYING THE HIGH SEAS BEYOND THE LIMITS OF NMATICNAL
JURISDICTICN

Brazil, Cameroon, Ceylon, Chile. Indig, Kenya. Kuwsit, Libys,
Madagascar, Sierra Leone, Sudan, Tanzanias., Thailand, Trinidad
and Tobago. and Yugoslavia: draft resolution :

.
The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions c}hO {XXII) of 18 Duoember 1967, 26T (XXIIT) of
21. December 1968 and 257k (XXIV) of 15 December 1570 concerning the ares to which

the title of the items refers, _

Reafflrming the obJectives set forth in those resolutions,

' Reaffirming that there is an area of the sea-bed and the ocean floor and the
sub501l thereof,-that lies beyond the limits of national Jur;sdletlon,

Recogniziﬁg that iﬁ is in the interests of mankind as & whole that the sea-bed
and the ocean floor, and the sub301l thereof, beyond the limits of natlonal
JUrlSdlCthn be reserved excluslvely for peaceful purposes,

- Convinced of the need for internatlonal co~operation in the explorat1on
coneervatlon use and exp101tat10n of that area and its resources for the beneflit
of mankind as a whole; 1rrespect1ve of the geographucal lccation of States, taking

into specIaI con51dera ion the lnterests and needs of the developlng coun+r1ee,

whether land-locked or coastal,
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Believing it esséntial.to that end to establish within the United Nations

system,‘international machinery with.jurisdiction over the area and its resources.
and having resﬁonsibility for regulating, co—ordinatihg, gupervising and ' B
controlling activities with respect thefeto,

Recognizing that it is in the_common inﬁerest of all nations that the i
exploration, conservation, use and exploitétion of that ares and its resources__
should be cohducted in such a manner as to avoid infringement of the othér
légifimate interests and established rights of natiphs'with respect to the uses
of the sea, . ' ' '

Tak ing into account that the existing legal régime for the hlgh seas is not

“applicable to the sea-bed and the ocean floor, and the sub-soil thereof, beyond
the limits of national jurisdiction, . '

Mindful of the threat to the marlne environment caused by pollutlon and other
hazardous and harmful effects which might result from such activities,

Desiring to promote effective national and international measures for
prevention and control of such pollution and to allay the serious damage which
might be caused to the marine environment and, in particiular, the llving marine
resources which constltute one of mankind's most valuable‘fbod resources,

Seeklng to enrich the knowledge of all mankind by encouraging a free flow and

dissemlnation of 1nformat10n on the oceans to all States,

I

Solemnly declares that the sea~bed and the ocean floor, and the subsoil

thereof, beyond the limits of netional jurisdiction including the resources of
that area (all hereinafter collectively referred to as the "international zone")
are the common Zﬁeritagg7 Zﬁétrimonx7 of mankind, Accordingly, the priﬁcipiés .
hereinafter set forth shell apply with respect to the international zone;. ':

1. The international zone shall net be subject to approprlatlon by any means
by States or by persons, natural or Jurldlcal nor shall any State claim or exercise

sovereignty or sovereign rights over ‘any part of it. Except as may be permltted

pursuant to the régime to be established for the 1nternatlonal zZone, no State or
person, natural or juridical, may claim or exercise’ any rlght with respect to the
resources of that zone; _ ' | B |
Za The international zone shall be feserved exclusivély for peaceful-
purposes. All military uses of the intermational zone and all military activities
within it shall be prohibited. Oné or more_international‘agreements shall Dbe - -

concluded as soon as possible in implementation of this pfinciple;
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Exploration, conservation, use and exploitation of the resources of the

3
international zone shall be carried out in accordance with the provisions of the

régime to be established which shall take into account the applicable rules of
international law, including the relevant provisionsg of the Charter of the Uhited
Nations; ' o _

b. All activities with respect to the international zone, including the

exploration, conservation, use and exploitation thereof, shall be_carried'out-for

the benefit of mankind as & whole, irrespective of the geographical location of

States, taklng into special consideration the 1nterests and needs of the developing
countries, ‘whether lend-locked or coastal;

5. The régime to be established shall prov1de for the orderly development
and rational mahegement of the resources of the international zone,apg for
equitable sharing in the Yroceeds and other benefits dérived therefrdm, taking into

account the paramount need to accelerate thereby the economic growth of the

developing countrles N .
6. As part of the aforesaid régime, there shall be established, within the

United Nations gystem, international machinery with'juris@iction over the
international zone and having reSponsibility for regtlating, co-ordingting
supervising and contfolling exploitation, conservation, use and exploitation of

that zone; _
| 7. . The exploration, conservation, use and exploitatien of the rescurces of
the international zone shall be undertaken in such e manner as to foster healthy
development of the world economy and balanced growth of international trade. In
particular, measures shall be taken to minimize any fluctuation of prices of raw
'materlals that may result from those activities; |

8. The international zone shall be open to seientific research exclu51vely
for peaceful purposes by or on behalf of all States undertaklng,to promote
international co—oﬁeretion in stuch feseerch |

(a) through tlmely prlor publication of research programmes and maklng

available to all without delay or dlscrlmlnatlon, the results thereof
and _ 7
{(b) by collaboration in measures to strengthen the research capabilities of

developing countries, including participation of natioﬁals of other

- States in such research programmes;
provided, however, that no such activity shali form the basis for any claim with

respect to any part of the 1nternat10nal zone; o ' /
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9. Nothing herein shall affect the legal status of the waters superjacent
to  the international zone as high seas or that of the air space.above those waters;
1¢, In regard to énylactivity ﬁith respect to the international zone, States
shall pay- due regard to the rights and interests of all other States, in particular
those of any coastal State adjacent to the area of that activity. Close and.
contlnulng consultations shall be maintained with the coastal State concerned with
a VlEW‘tO av01d1ng any 1nfr1ngement of such rlghts and 1nterests,.
11. States shall also: '
(a) - Adopﬁ and ehsure the applicstion of appropriate measures, lncluding .
“internationally acceptable standards énd procedures, for.
(i) prevention of pollution of, and othef hazards_to,ithe_mariné enviironment;
(ii) "the safety of life and prbperty;_ .
(iii) appllcatlon of sound operatlonal practices;
(iv) protection and conservatlon of the 11v1ng resources of the seas,
(vﬂ' collaboratlon in case of acc1dent distress or danger; and

(b) Ensure that the laying or maintenance of submarlne cables or plpel1nes

of the sea-bed is not 1fpeded
1z, A State shall beayr respon51b111ty for any act1v1ty with rPspect to the .

sea-bed whether carried on by governmental agenqles or non-governmental entities,
and"for'assuring that any such activify-is-carried on in conformity with_the
international régime to be established;
IT
Requests the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of the Sea~bed and the'Ocean'Floor
beyond the Limits of National Jurisdiction to make recommendations to the General ;
Assembly at its twenty-sixth session concerning the establishment as early as
Practicable, by means of an international agreement, of the régime épntemplatéd for
the international zone, ihCluding the  international machiﬁery as spebified in
paragraph 6 of the foregoing Declarstion; :
111
Invites the specialized agencies, the International Atémic Energy Agency . and
other intergoverhmental bodies'including the Intergovernmental Oceanographic
Commission of the United Nations Bducatiornal, Scientific and Cultural ﬁvganization
to co-~operste fully with the ommlttee with a view to ensurlng the observance of

the pringiples set forth in the. foregoing Declarat10ﬂ¢
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