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‘GOMMITTEE ON THE PEACEFUL USES OF THE SEA-BED
AND - THE OCEAN FLOOR BEYOND THE LIMITS OF
NATIONAL JURISPICTION

Legal Sub-Committes

DECLARATION OF PRINGCIPLES GOVERNING THE ACTIVITIES

OF STATES WITH RESPECT TO THE SEA-BED AND THE OCEAN

FLOOR, AWD THE SUBSOIL THERSCF, UNDERLYING THz HIGH
SELS BEYOND THE LIMITS OF NATIONAL JURISDICTION

Hosway:s "draft‘resolu%igg :
EEQHQEEQEQ£J£§§§Eh¥Xr.' | _ : o
_ Recalling its vesolutions 2340 (XXII) of 18 December 1967, 2467 (XXIIT)
. of 21 December 1968, énd 2574 (¥XIV) of 15 Decsmber 1969 concerningﬂthslaréa_'f
to which the title of the items refars, _ 4 ' -
Eggiigggigg that there is an area of the ssa~bed and the ocean fleoor and ""1
the subscil thereof that: liss beyond the'limits of national juriédiction LT
(hefeinmafter ébllecﬁively referred to as the area), the precise limits of
which ars yét to e destermined, .
- Convinged -of the nsed for international‘co»operation in rgserving the
Carea ekclusively.fdr paacefvl purposes snd in reéerving the exploration;
conservation, use and gxpioitation of that arsa and its rescurces for ths
benefit of menkind as a whols, irrsspzctivs of the geégraphicél location of
states, whether land-locked or coastal, taking:intd particular bonsidaration the
interastes and nesds of the developing countrias, _ -
Believing it e=ssential that an international ragimne inclﬁﬁing_an appropridté

Taa oo : ) N . - .+ N .
intérnational machinsry should be establishsd for this area and its resourcss

‘as soon as possihls,
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Hegognizing that this regims shall'not_é_ffect the legal status of the.
 4supefjaoent waters of the area and of the airépace above these watsrs,
© Mindful of the threat to the marine enviromment caused by pollution and other
" hazardous and harmful effects which might result from such activities and
Desiring to promote effective heasures, international and national, for the
‘effective control and prevention of such pollution and to allay and repair the serioug]
. damage which might be caused to the marine environment by such pollution, ‘
Secking to enrich the knowledge of all mankind by encouraging the fres flow and |
- @issemination of information on these areas and the ocean as a whole.
Solemnly declares: h

'”'I; The area and its resourceslis.the common heritage of all mankind and as such

\"“shall enjoy a spe01a1 status in- accordance with the present Declaration and the

iﬁﬁernational regime to be establlshed

2i' The area shall not be sub;ect to approprlatlon by any means by States or by
persoﬁs,:natﬁral or juridical, and no State shall claim or exsrcise sovereignty or
ﬁ?fsoverelgn rlghts over any part of it, . '

Yo State or person, natural or juridical, shall clalm, exercise or acqulre

rlghts w1th respect to the area or its respurces 1ncompat1ble with the regime to be

establlshed and the prlnc1ples of this Declaration,

7 The reglme applying to the area snd its resources Shﬁll be’ establlshed by a.

-“ba31c 1nternatlonal instrument generslly sgreed upon, inter slia, reflectlng appllcabf%

: Er1n01plgs of internaticnal law .and the prlnc1plbs of this Declaration,

4.  Without rrejudice to any wider limits which may be agreed upon or any other

Ej'measures which have been or may be agresd upon in the context -of internaticanal :

;négbtiations undertaken in the field of disarmament, the sea-bed and:fhe ocean floor -

_and the subsoil thereof beyond the Zimits of natlonal Jurlsdlctlon shall be reserved
exclu51vely for peaceful purposes. ‘

) Inturnatlonal agreement or agrEPments shall be concluded as soon as possible in

g,jorder to 1mplement effectively this principle and to prevent an armaments race on

i: the sea-bed the ocean floor and the subsoil thereof.
:fﬂ_é. " The exploration of the area and the exploitation of its resources shall be

ffugarr;ed out for the benefit of mankind as a whole, irrespective of ths geographlcal

_oaation of states, whether coastal or landlocked, taking into particular consideratifi
__the needs and-interests of the devoloping'countries. ‘Efforts should be made to
' mlnlmlze fluctuatlons dn prlces of raw materials that may result from the exploltatlig

rof the resources of tho area._
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f. Nothing herein shall affect the legal status of the waters superjacent to the

irea as high seas or that of the air space sbove these waters; in particular there. .

1211 be no infringement of the recognized freedoms of the high eeas nor shall
ctivities in the area,interfere unjustifighly with the exercise of thase freedomsg”
?, In their activities in the area States shall take appfopriaté measurbé and éhali;
co operate in the adomtlon and impiementation of 1nternatlonal rules, standgrds :
and,procedures for: . '
{a} prevention of pollufion, contswination and other harmful effects
and hazards to the areca and tHe marine environment inclnding the
coastlines. concerned and of interference with the ecologlcal
balance ot the marlne snviromment. f
{b) Protectlon and conservatlon of the resources of. the area and .
preventlon of damage 0 flora and fauna of the marlne environment. o
us, ' States shall tske approprlate meaaures to ensure that act1v1tles carrled out c
gon the sea- bed the ocean floor and in the subsoil therecf, both within and out31de_f
tthe area shall not 1nfr1nge upon the rights and legltlmate 1nterests cof other states,
fin particular those of coastal states. . '

Consultatlons should be held in partlcular w1th the cogstal states concerned

With a view to aveiding 1nfr1ngement of such rights and interestd.

States shall have the obllgatlon to ensure that acthltles in the area whether ;

undertﬁken by governmennal agencies or by nom—governnental entltles or perSons under :
#heir jurisdiction or aculng an thelr behalf shall be carrled out in conformlty
with the 1nternat10nal regime to be established. '
The same obligation applies to international organlzatlons and th61r meﬂbers
i6f activities undertsken by such organizations or on their behalf. ;
Danage cansed by activities undertaken in the area shall entail liability ahdl%

fhe obligation to make effective reparation.

B0, The area Shail be open to seientific research exclusively for peacﬁful purposes.-*
BY or on behalf of 211 states without discrimination,

States shall promote international co-operation in such reszearch.

(a) By partl01paclon in international programinss and by encouraglng co- operat10n1

in 501ent1flc research by personnel. of different countrles.
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\{b)“ﬁhrough_effectivexdissemination,of research programes and.the

. résults of such programues through'inﬁernationai channels,
fc).lby“co—operation_in measures to strengthen the research capabilities

"ar developing countries including the participation of their '
nationals in resesrch programmes,

uch act1v1ty shall form the legal basgis for 1ny’cla1ms in respect %o any part

he area and its resources.

.The regime to be established ﬂhall, inter alle, provide for:

an) the orderly development and the rabicnal management of the area

: and its resources, ' ' '

KKB)V the equtable sharing by the 1nternat10nal community in the preeceeds

1 and other beneflts to be derlved from the exploration and exploltatlon

of the_resources of the srea taking into partlcular aceount the

L interests.and needs of ﬁhe developing countriee whather eoastel or
" landlocked, ' -

_'1nternat10nal arrangements concernlng “the 1nternat10nal machlneny

o endowed with the necessary authorlty and jurisdiction for regulatln

"oo—ordlnatlng, ‘and superv151ng act1v1t1es in the area.
he parties to any dlspute relating to activities in the area shall. resolve
lSpdte by the means mentioned in artlcle 33 of the Tnited Nations Charter

”procedures for settllng dlsputes 25 nay be agreed upon in the reglme to be
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