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Distr, 
LIMITED. . =.[:•--~_ ::;' .•:-,:. ~ 

24 August 1970 - 

O r i g i n a l -  ENGLIS]P - " ':'. ~ 
( 

COMMITTEE ON THE PEACEFUL USES OF T_m~ SEA-BED 
~A~D THEOCEAN FLOOR BEYOND THE•L~{iTS OF 
NAT ION-~L JURISDICTION 

. . 

Legal Sub-Co~aitte e 

DECLAPj-~TION OF PRINCIPLES GOVERNING THE ACTIVITIES 
OF STATES k~ITH ~SPECT TOTHE SEA-BED !~YD T~E OCEAN 
FLOOR~ A~D THE SUBSOIL THEREOF~ UIVDERLYING T~E~ H!GH 
" SEAS BEYOND THE LIMITS OF NATION~% JURISDICTION 

., 

No i~wa~: draft resolution 

..::. 

,,. ,. 

-- . :• 

The General A s s e m b l K ~ . .  ,, i 

Recallin i &ts.resolutions 2340 (XXII) off8 December 1967~ 2467. (XXIII)".i! : i l r ~  
. . . . .  

. . .  

::. of 21 December 1968, a n d  2574. (XX~g) of 15 December 1969 concerning the.area .:. , . "  
.. 

to which the title Of the items refars~ . .. . . . . . . : - ,  
.. 

• . . . . 

Reaffirmin~ that there iSan area of. the sea-bed and the ocean floor and ..... ~. 
... 

• . 

t h e  s u b s o i l  t h e r e o f  t h a t :  l i e s  beyond  t h e  l i m i t s  o f  n a t i o n a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n .  
. . .  . . 

(herein-after collectively' referred to as the area,)~ the precise l~.,uits of 

which are yet to bs datei~qined~ . . . .  

• ConVinced  ..of t h e  n e e d  f o r  in t e ,  r n s , t i o n a l  co .... o p e r s t i o n  i n . r . e . s e r v i n g  the.... 
. .  

area exclusively.for peaceful purposes and in reserving the explorat$o% 
• . , . 

conservation~ use and e]qploits,tion of that area s.nd its resources for the , 
- . ~,, 

benefit .of maMdnd as a whola~ irrespective of %he geographicsl location of 
- .  

* a k i n g  i n t o  p s r t i c u l a r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  t h e  states~ whether land-locked or Coastal~ . . . . .  
... 

inter.ests and needs of the •developing countrias~ 

Believin~ it essential that a~_ international reg~'ae inclu~.ing s.n appropria.t' e 
. . . . . .  

• . \ - 

international--~_~.__~ r~nrnT~'~ ~ " " should be ests ~n~ . . . .  ish~d for this area and its resources- 

as soon as poss.ible~ . 

<' '-~i" 
• ....,. 

. <  -, 

- c  " " 
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R~eco~nizin~ that this regime shall not affect the legal status of, ~he.. ' 

anaper jacent  w a t e r s  of  t h e  a r e a  and of t he  a i r s p a c e  above t h e s e  wa te r s~  

:..-' 

).. 

-- ~fiindful of the threat to tHe marine environment caused by pollution and other 

. h a z a r d o u s  and h a r m f u l  e f f e c t s  which migh t  r e s u l t  f r o m  such a c t i v i t i e s  and 
. .  

" D.esiring to promote effective measures, international and •national, for the 

effective control and prevention of such pollution and to allay and repair the seriousi 

. damage which might be caused to the marine environment by such pollution, 

/.: Seekin__z~ to enrich the knowledge of all mankind by encouraging the free flow and . 

., dissemination of-information on these areas and the ocean as a whole. 

.. Solemnly declares" . 
~-:. , , . - 

.:;i:"::.I~ .. The a r e a  and i t s  r e s o u r c e s  i s  the .  common h e r i t a g e  o f  a l l  mankind and as . such  

]i:(iii/ Shall enjoy a special status ±n accordance with the present Declaration and the 

~;!:) international regime to be established. - ' 

]i;":].12~. The area shall not be subject to appropriation by any means by-States or by 

:i~:):.i" :persons, ' natural or juridicsm, and no. State shall cls.im Or exercise sgvereignty or. 
( 

!!,!:!!::.sovereign rights over any part .of it. 

!ij~ii :: .... ..... ... NO State or person, natural or juridical, shall claim~ exercise.or acquire. 

i:i!::~].:irights with respect to the area or its resources incompatible with .the regime to be 

!-J: eS~abiished._ _ and the principles of this Declaration. " ' : 

)i"i(/,.:3. ..The r eg ime  a p p l y i n g  t o  t h e  a r e a  and i t s  r e s o u r c e s  S h a l l . b e  e s t a b l i s h e d  by a. 
I : .~ / :U  • • . . . . . .  

:)i:/..iilbasic international instrument gener~/ly agreed upon, inter asia, reflecting applicab'~ 

i})i!:,.:i:'/principi,es of ~nternational law ,and the principles of this Declaration. , 

!i;:}i::"/4. Without pr.ejudice to .any wider limits which may be agreed upon or any other. 

.-;i;!.i .-.measures which have been or may be agreed upon in the context-of international .i 

..!, : .... ' 

::.i?i.i~:..negbtiations u n d e r t a k e n  i n  t h e  f i e l d  of  d i s a r m a m e n t ,  t h e  s e a , b e d  a n d  t h e  ocean  f l o o r  :i 
:.'.-.."-...-'i . .: .' ' " " • 

!}i li: i! !] : and the subsoil thereof beyond the liraits of national jurisdiction shall be reserved ~. 

ili)i.-: i exClusively for._ peaceful purposes. 

if!( : - ~:. ..... . Internati6nal agreement or agreements shall be concluded as soon as possible in 
.::: t ..:. / " " " 

ili!:)i::/.o, rder toll implement effectively-this principle and to prevent an armaments race on 

}!]:'i'~ the sea-bed, the ocean floor and the subsoil thereof. 

i/b 15. • The exploration of the area and the exploitation of its resources shall be 
1. : ~].: - , . 

:'-~ .... carried out for the benefit of mankind as a whole, irrespective of the geographical 
j : ( . . .  , 

. . . <  • . . _  . 

/ii/i:'location of states, whether, coastal or landlocked, taking into particular considerati~ 
:~... 

]~i!ii::i::-the needs and interests of the developing-countries, Efforts should be made to 

)../fmmrmm~ze. fluc~uations.,in prices:of rm~ materials that may result from the ek~oloitatiQ~_ . 
L(.:,:./ .,,. . • " - . • " , 

:ii!~]:::!::;f.~::the resourcesof the area . . . . . . . . . .  
" .: - , ./ . . _[ . " ::. : , .. • , •. 
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~i--- Nothing herein shall affect the !egs.l status of the waters superjacent to the- 
. .  

~.re.a as h i g h  s e a s  o r  t h a t  o f  t h e  a i r  s p a c e  above  t h e s e  w a t e r . s ;  i n  p a r t i c u 2 a r  , t h e r e  ~- 
~ _ .  - . .  . .  

r , 2 ,  .-- • , ,  

~shall be no infringement of the recognized freedoms of the high seas nor shall ..- 

i~.ctivities in the area .interfere unjustifiably.with the. exercise of these freedoms. i 
k " ;  

~7. In their activities in the area States ~hall take appropriate measures and shal~./: 

~o .~ope ra t e  i n  t h e  a d o p t i o n  and  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  of  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  r u l e s ,  s tandaa~ds 

and procedures for:.. . .. 

" (a) prevention of pollution~ contamination and other harmful effects . 

and hazards ..%o the area and the marine environment including the 
.. 

• . 

..- coastlines.conCerned and Of interference with the ecological 
. . 

• balance Of. the. inarine envirorLment. " 
... 

, .. 

(b) Protection mud conservation of the resou_rces 0f.t~e area and 
• • , . ; . 

preventionof damage to flora and fauna, of the marine environment. 
.. 

!~18- States shall t.E.~e appropriate measures to ensure that activities carried oU.t. 
• . •. 

i~if0n the sea-bed~ the-ocean floor and .in the subsoil thereof, both within and Outside-..] :. 
.. . . . .: . . . . . . . . ~ • .  m 

ili~he area shsll not infringe uponthe rights and legitimate, interests of other sta~esi:~i!~ 
• •- . _ .. ' ,..,:~..-- 

~!~n particular those of coastal States. " • " :161 
• ~ 

• . . • 

Consultations should b.e held in particular with "the coastal states concerned-flf~ 

~ ith a view to avoiding i~.ringeme'nt O f.. such rights and interests. ~ .... ii i[:. fl-ii[:il 

. States shall, have the obligation to ensure that activities in the area whether,:[ i./: 
• . . . . . .  : . . . . . .  ; . . , ~  

~dertaken by governmental agencies or by non-governmental entities .or persons Un.der.]_[ 

'~t;heir jurisdiction Or acuing on their behalf shall be carried out in conformity " :[:~i:ii:i' 
.. .?. :"--  ...~ [~ . . 

~ith the international regime to b e  established. '.'~ 

The same obligation applies to internationa~l organizations and their members • "i 
• . . . : . .  : . ' , - ' . i : ; : [ -  

~#f activities undertaken by such organizations Or on their behalf ... ...... :.:: 

• anal i:/j:~.i Damage caused by activities undertaken in the' area shall entail liabilitY "~'::::" 

~fhe obligation to make effective reps.ration. '...~..' 
, . . . ..- L - - U  ~ ' -  

~0,. The area shall be open to scientific research exclusively fo r peaceful purposes ...... i!~.. 

~ or on behalf of a!.i states without discrJ~,~ination, 

S t a t e s  s h a l l  p r o m o t e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  C o - o p e r a t i o n  i n  s u c h  r e s e a r c h  .... 
• . ..-.. :~. 

(a) By participation in international progrsmmes and by encouraging Co-oPe~ation-: 
.. 

-_ 

in scientific research by. personnel of different countries. . ..... " 
. . . . . .  

--. 

• • •. 

... 
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. .  

. 
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i - . ( - b )  'through effective dissemination-of research programmes and.the 

: " results of such programmes through international channe!s~ 

~.ic) byco-operation in measures to strengthen the research capabilit:ies 

• ] " - %  Of developing countries including the participation-of thei'r " 
:., ... - . . 

• .-, . .  nationals in research _ programmes. 
: ' ~ .  . - . . 

~ii:,i!~uC.h activity-shall form the legal basis for any claims in respect to any part-. 

~f~!~ii~he area and its resources. " " . . 

~i~ii:ii!:i:'!i.":The regime to be esgablished shail~ inter alia., provide for: . 

:'/is) the orderly development and the rational management of the area 
• . .. 

,ii..."..".. and i t s  r e s o u r c e s ,  
; . " . . . 7 . .  

• . 

'i if(b) the equitable sharing by the international community in the proceeds 
. . . . . . .  ' ' I 

j~.~:.,...., and other benefits %0 be derived from the exploration and exploitation 
. . . . 

.:!~ii;i::- of the resources of the area taking, into..particular account the 
i.?:: .... :... 

/ . 

~!iii.:,:i,~: ::::. interests., and needs of the developing countries, whether coastal or 
¢ " : 2 : . : : . . . . :  ! ~ . "  " ": ' .  " 

<).":-. ;.- " ~ landlocked, -- 

ii!:..~{C ) international.arrangements concerning the international machinery 
<-,..?::~. .. . _ 

!!~.]~:..i.~ : :i] endowed with the .necessary authority and jurisdiction for re. gulating , " 

:iii:::!:'/:. y "co-ordinating, and supervising activities, in the .area. ' : 
.,..:.... ...... 

!i~ili}i~;!~IThe~,;:..s,~,,¥.<.-~ .:,- .parties to any disputerelating to-activities in the area shall., resolve 

~g~N'ii:~dispute by the memns mentioned inarticle 33 of the united Nations Charter 

~;i;'i::s~6h ~=.....,._,_._... .__ .procedures for settling disputes as may be agreed, upon in the regime to be 
~:~,~. , . . .~,~ .~+~<~:~:¢,<,: . - ' :<. , : . '  . . . . 
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