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f " " 9. '' in Ne~,..r..Yor:k, I. The Economic and Technical Sr.o-Commxttee held mee~zngs 
. . . ., 

from 9 to 23 March 1970 and 5 meetings in Geneva from ii to 21 August 1.9.70,, .. ,The 

" meetings were attended by the representatives of the forty-two member countries 
.. 

of the Committee. 'Also present were the observers of the following cotmtries: 

• Bs~bados, Bumma, Cuba, Denmark, Ecuador, Finland, Guyana, Jamaica, Morocco, 

• ~ "~"- ~ South Africa, Spain, Netherls~%ds-, New Zealsmd, Nicarag~.a~ Phili~pines, zortugal, 

I j , 
Sweden, Tunisia, Turkey, b]crainian S.SR and Venezuela, andthe reoresentaoIves 

• of the ILO, FAO, U]~SC0 and its 10C, ]-~MO, IMC0 end l J~i. • 

2. The Btroeau of the Economic and Technical Sub-Committee was composed of the 
:. 

following members: " .',. 
. . .. 

Chairman: Mr. Roger Denorme (Belgium) • i.' . 

Vice-Chairmsm: Mr. J.S. Teja (India) dt~cing the Session in New York 

Fro. C.V. Ranganathsm (India) du~ing the Session in 
Geneva 

Raoporteur: Mr. Jmton Prohaska (Austria) 

3 im interim report (A/AC _38/~U 2/L 6) was ado oted at the nd of its 

thirty-foumth meeting held on23 Momch 1970. The Sub-Committee adopted its 

final report at the end of its meeting (i,/&C.138/SC.2/L.). 
• . - 

• . ... 
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4 .  F o l l o w i n g  p r o p o s a l s  made  b y  t h e  C h a i r m a n  ( A / A C ° 1 3 8 / S C . 2 / i , . 2  a n d  A / A C . 1 3 8 / S C . 2 / L . 8 ) ~  
. .  

the Economic and Technical Sub-,Committee considered th.e ecouGa~c and technical 
• . . 

.. 

• ~ ~ : " "  " " , ~ "  " l " ~  ~ . - 

....... ..r..-y.quT.r~me.~..~s s_nd ruJ, es for the ex~_oLvat.Lon o-C-bhe resources of the sea--bed and the 
" . . . . . . . .  ~ . ,  . . . . .  " . : Z " . , ' . . . " "  " .  

'~:ii!.]:s~-b~o&.l::%~ereof I :~v ~.," t1~e l i m i t s  " .  . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  o~,,, o . ,~ . o f  nat-:.o.nm..1 j u - ~  sd~ o+ . ion  i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  t h e  

~,--!~i:~+,mme - " t o  b e  s e t  i n  .............. ~=.+ .............. J:x:.. ,up  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  t e r m s  o f  r e f e r e n c e  a s  ! a i d  do~.m i n  
":T..-'ffJ.'.'.~.,'~_':fi'~.2..-:".:. - . . . .  " "  ' " " " " ~ r  " ~ "  T " • " " " 

.......... ~Jffe2al 7[ssembi--y resolution 2467 L.', (z..Xlz~) ~ ~ '~ ~,.t~ pu~_'su.ant to, t h e  par~5~-cu ls~- .mand~te  
• ' . . . . .  * ' "  .- " • " " . :. . "  , i .  , " -  : , ': 

• 

contained in Geneze.l Assembly resolution..2~$ B, (XXIV) (A/ACo138/SC, 2/L,3 e~d 
. . . - 

A/Ac ZSS/S0 + • : • . 2 / ~ o 7 )  • ' " .  : " Y ' " :  ~ • . " " - ' . .  ' . .  t r  + . . ' .  - . . .  " . . - :  - ; ." ,. ¢,  .. . :....~ ,... 5.. _ . .  ::,:..,,.+- .- 

• . • . . . . -  +. ,. : , - ' . . . , . . .  : . . - , . . . . , . ' . . .  , .  . ~ . "  . . . . ,  

5 ' ~  ~ . . e  " ~ r ,  . . . .  - . ~  . . .  . . "" Smo.--+o,m.r.,..,.ttee h:aS!:t..+q.~, fo]_~ow".,_n-g,,:8.~"c;ii~d~.£.s at :Lts disposal: The review ,..+ 
:- . . ;  . f . . . .  . '  

p r e p a r e d  b y  t h e  S e c r . a t a z - i a t  on g o v e r ~ e n ~ : h ' ~ e ! ~ . ~ e S  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  th@ d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  " :" 

~. - inem:~ r.e-s..o.N.rces, on t h e  c o n g i n e n t a ~ . s h e l f  ( 7 + / A C . 1 3 8 / 2 i  and C o r r o l ) ;  t h e  S t u d i e ~  o_,."'~ 

• d i  .... Macn.m. n e r y  .~...,.:~/±:.p o . , : .  the Secreta~y-Gener.a~--,on International "' ~" "s ~,~ 13 ..,2~-Add,l~ .C,:o~zr...~-and 
- . . . .  . . . :.. ,. 

A / A C . 1 3 8 / 2 3 ) ~  t h e  R e p o r t  o f  t h e  S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l o n  M & r i n e  p o l l u t i o n  .- ~ d  o t i ] e r  
. . .  

hazardous and harmi'ul effects which might arise from .gh~ e,.~ploration-m~d exploitation 
. . . .  

cf the sea-bed and the ocean floor~ andthe subsoil t, hereof~ beyond the limits of 
.. 

• ... 

national jurisdiction (A/7924)~ the reievs.nt p a r b e  of the Report of the Sea-Bed 

Committee (A/7622)to the.~General Asse.mbly at its twenty-fourth Session. It.also took 

into account the comments made during that session on this item (A/C.1/PV.1673-1783) 

am.d A/C'.l/PV~lT08-1?lo) and on tble comments-during the debated in the. Main Cozmnittee 
.. 

" 

( ~ , , ' ~ c + i s S / ; s ~ : i : ' . . ~ 4  . ~  , s i ~ : 2 : ~ - .  ) , ,  • : .  , : ,  . ,  
• . -  . . 

6+ : In i additioi% the :S~b.-Oemz~ittee had be.fore-i.t a paper-of the Secretariat on the 
• . . , . : • . 

• . . ~ . .  

. ' . . ~  - . 

quesuion 0fl~Ossibie r~ethods stud crlteria?.£o~", the shari~?g by the internettional 
• 

..... ~ ~ .... .+ oenefi.,,~ ¢."~l._ve~ f.!'om .the ex-oloitation of the resource ~. com:.,,m%zty :o f  p'dOC~--/is ~nd O t h e r  ~ "-+":~- ~ .~ ~ . . . . . .  
• ' . ~ ;  - : t .  : . "  . . .  • . .  

of this .~rd~.:whicF~"it rkqu~sted at its..M~i'ch sessio~:~ though some representatives 
.. 

{ . • ; . f .  . . . .  • . .,_ 

~-'~essed l;]2e mbst"- sdriotis: d0obts ~ ~- . ... , .... ~ . . . . . .  aoouu the t~nel~l~ess an d appropriaoene.ss of such a 
- 

paper Co:,:" the ~plementat:ion by the, Sub-Committee of its mandate 

7. On the 0~ning of ~ "  " ~ ~ . . . .  " ~;he iG.~'u:s'd s e s s i o n " . o f  t h e  oEb.-C_mmzstes~ e:~ i t s  t h i r t y - . f i f " t h  
. .  

me eting~ the Under--Secretary. General for Economic and :Social Affairs made a statemen~ 

Whicl~ .o I " . . . . . . . .  ~ • .._ zo-,lo~<,zng a d e c i s i o n  ~V the So.o-Comz.n].boee, was r e p r o d u c e d  in document 

~+/AC ° ~:  " +  " __.~8 /SCo2/L .9 .  " . .  
• . 

" .~ " ' . '  ~ . . . . .  I " 8. Unde5 operative- Far_gz:,a-::-n 6 of General Assembly rasolu-bion 2574 B (XXIV), the 

Commit-be,B is requested~ in particular~ to formulLate"}.:'-gcormnendations regarding the 
, , - . 

economic and technical reau[r,~ents ~n.d "~ ~ "~ . ~ .  ....... ~ne ]rules :.o._ exo!oitatib~" of the resot[rces 
. . . . . .  . . . I ^ . ,  ~.~ ,~ of ~his area i n  :~:s contex% o-r th+~, :cegzme ~o +..,,~-s.:~,., "~', " .,. . . . . . . . .  '~:.~ In response to bn_s request~ 

~ , : . .. .... : 
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it was suggeS[ted that  i:t~-wou!d b~' aPprbpriat~ in a l i t s t  phase to identify and 
• . . • . • 

exsmine systematically the problems and issues of an economic and technical nature 
, 

. . ." 

regarding the exploration and exploitation of marine mineral resources beyond the 
• . . • . 

limits of national jurisdiction] 

9. ]~Wnile the Sub-Con~nittee recognized that something is to be learned from existing 

national rulesand Practices relating to resource ek[plorati0n and exploitation in 
• . . . 

all countries, it rec0gnized also that none of these existing systems is directly 

applicable to resource development in this environment under an appropriate r@gime 

internationally agreed upon. 

I0. The Sub-Committee further recognized that when considering economic and tec~mical 

conditions and rules for activities of exploration and exploitation of the r esot~ces 

in this area, it would also have to study the alternative questions as to which economic 

and technical requirements and rules might need to be specified and in what detail in 

the convention establishing the r~gime~ and which of them might require international 

machinery or might be left for determination by States. In this connexion, it was 

stressed by some representatives that consideration of such alternatives would not 
% .  

prejudice their future position with regard to international machinery or international 

institutional arrangeraent s. 

ii. During the debate, several representatives indicated their vi'ews as to the 

economic and technical rules and requirements of exploitation, the nature and scope 

of the r~gime to be established, and the principles to be reflected in this r~gime, 

as well as to the international machinery which will be responsible for management 

of the area and its resources. Several topics were suggested with regard to the 

economic and technical conditions and rules for the exploitation of the resources of 

this area which might~ int@r alia ~ be usefully considered in the context of the 

international r4gime to be set up. A nl~aber of considerations were expressed on various 

approaches and possible forras of solution. They are listed in Annex I to this Report. 

12. The Sub-Committee proposed for its future sessions, keeping in mind the concurrent 

studies of the main Committee and of the Legal Sub-Conmlittee and taking into account 

the (two)reports of the Secretary-General on the international mach~mery~ to study 

further systematically the alternatives and identify the most suitable solutions to 

the issues raised, 

13. Various proposals emerged which might also be usefully considered during future 

sessions of the Economic and Teclmical Sub-Committee in accordance ~ith its terms of 

reference. They ere contained in working papers smnexed to this report. 
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14, The Sub-Committee recommended that it be instructed to pursue its consideration 

of the topics relating to the economic and technical rules and requirements for the 

exploration and exploitation of the resources of the area with a vie~,.r to formulating 

acceptable draft provisions for the convention establishing an international r6gime 

in .the area.. 
: 

... . .... 

15. Responding-to the General Assembly's request in operative p~ragTapla 6 ef its 

resolution-2754 B ..(XXIV), the Sub-Committee adopted the following recommendations: 

'; ! 

• . • 

:.o" 
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