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Drafy Report

1. The Economic and Technical'Sub:Committee held 9 meetings in New York - . -
froh G to 23 March 1970 and 5 meetings in Geneva from 11 to 21 August 1970, The
'méetings were attended by the representatives of the forty-two membel countries
of the Committes. Also présent were the obgervers of the followlng countriss:
‘Barbados, Burma, Cuba, Demmark, Ecusdor, Finland, Guyana, Jamaica, Morocco,
Netherlands, New Zealend; Wicaragus, Philippines; Portugal, South Africa, Spainm,
Sweden, Tunisia, Tﬁrkey, Ukrainian S3R and Verezuela, and the reprasentavives
of the ILO, FAO, UNESGO snd its IOC, WMO, IMCO and IAEA.- _
_2. lie Bureau of the Economic and Technical Sub-Committse was composed of the
‘“folloﬁihg members : _ '
. :“: Chairman : Mr. Roger Denormeé (Bélgium) _ .
Vice-Chaixmen: Mr. J.S5. Teja (India) during the Session in New York

Mr. C.V. Renganathen {India) during the Session in
Geneva,

Rapporteur: Mr, snton Prohasks (iustria)
3. in interim report (£/4C.138/3C.2/L.6) was edopted at the snd of its
thirty-fourth meeting held on 23 March 1970. The Sub~Committee adopted its

final report at the end of its meeting (4/4C.138/5.2/L. ).
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b Followvng proposals made by the uhalrﬂan (ﬁ/AG 138/8C.,2/1.,2 and A/AD.LBS/SG 2/L, 8}

the Economic and Technical Sub-Committee con81dered the economic and tecbnlcal

1rﬂqu’remenus and rules for the ezploitation of the resources of the seanbed ‘and the

Hereof buyond the Iimits of national jurisdieticn in the context of the

‘be set . up in accordahce with the terms of reference as laid down in

Gorieral Asgembiy resolution 2467 A (X¥III) and pavsuant to thc parumcu Lo nanda vbe

contained in General Assembly resolution 2574 B. (xxzn (AJAL,?BS/SC ?/L
A/AC,138/8C.2/T ). v . "L b
5. The Sab-Committeéd had the followim 5o ts at 1%s dlsposali The rev1ew Wy

prepered by the Secrstaxriat on government meaSL es pertaining to the development of .

rineral resources on the conilnentai _shelf (A/AC 138/21 and Corr.l); the Studies of
the Secrebary-General on Inteznational Machinery (L/\C 138/»~, Add,l,_GQnr.l,and.
8/4C.138/23); the Report of the Secret tary-General on Marina pollu tion:éﬁd'qther__
hazardous and harmiul effects which might arise from the explorati on<aﬁd eﬁploitation
cf the ssa-bed and the ocean floor, and the sube 01] thereof beyond the limits of o
naticnal juirisdietion (Af???A)* the relevsut paruﬁ of the Report of the Sea«Bad
Committee {A4/7622) to the Gensral %asembly at 1ts bwenEwaourth Session. It also took
into secount the comments made durlng thet uess¢on on this item {4/C. l/PV 1673wl783)
and ﬁ/Cui/?V 708—1710} arid on the comments aurlnb tne debateu‘ln the. Maln Comm:tune

(A,Ac 128/SR17-24 ang SR.R%- ). _ . < o ,
6. In uault;oﬁi the Sub-Comnitiee had before it a paper of the Secretariat on the
.quééulon of- powslbie methods and criteriasfor. ‘the sharing by The internstional

ccﬂ;unlty of pﬂoceeds and other benefids irived from the ehwiowtatﬂon cf the TESoUrCes

of Lh:q arga wh¢ Gh T requzsied at its.March sessicn though some-representaulves-
+

serlousldOUbts'about'the timeliness and ﬁbprOpriﬁueness of’. such a

QprPSSGd the roe
pannx rTor The 1anementatl0u by tﬂ“ Sub-Committee of ite mandateu

7. On the opening of the Avgust session of ths Sub-Committes, st its thzrty flith
meeting, the Under—Secretary- Gsperal for Econom¢c and Sccial Affairs made_a statement

which, following = decicion by the Sub-Comrittee,.was venroduced im document
7 e g it :

A/AG.D aa/s,.w/b 9,

g. Under ope:atgveJréfagraph A of General Assembly Lvuoln+1on 7574 B (XXIV), the

Committe: is requested, in particular, to formulate racommendations regarding the
econcmic and technical requiremeabs and the rules for exploitation of the resources
v

of this area in il conbexb of ths rfgime Yo be set up. In resnoase o this request,
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_1t was shggested that 1t°would be approprlate in a first phase to 1dent1fy and.

examine systemaﬁlcally the problems and issues of an economic and technical nature
regardlng the’ exploratlon and ‘exploitation of marine mineral resources beyond the
limits of national Jurlsdlctlon."

9. While the Sub~Committee recognized thal something is to be learned from existing
national rules and practices relating to resource exploratlon and exnloltatlon in

all countrles, it recognlzed also that none of these existing systems is directly
applicable to resource development in this enviromment under an appropriate régime
internationally agreed upon. | ' '

10.. The Sub-Committee further recognized thait when considering economic and technical
conditions and rules for activities of exploration and exploitation of the resources

in this area, it would also have to study the alternative questions as to which economic
and technical requirements and rules might need to be specified and in whst detail in
the convention esteblishing the régime, and which of them might require international
machinery of might be left for determination by States. In this connexion, it was
stressed by some representatives that consideration of such alternatives would not
prejudice their futur;‘position with regard Lo international machinery or international
institutional arrangements.

11. During the débate, several representatives indicated their views as to the
economic and technical rules and requirements of exploitation, the nature and scope

of the régime to be established, and the principies to be reflected in this régime,

ag well as to the international.machinery which will be responsible for management

of the area and its resources. Several topics were suggested with regard to the ‘
economic and technical conditions and rules for the exploitation of the resources of
this area which might, inter alia,'be usefully considered in the context of the |
internatiénal régime to be set up. A number of considerations were expressed on various
approaches and possible forms of solution. They are listed in Ammex I to this Report.
12. The Sub-Committee proposed for its fubure sessions, keeping in mind the concurrent
studies of the main Committee and of the Legal Sub-Committee and teking into accoumt
the (two) reports of the Secretary-General on the international machinery, to study
further systemstically the alternatives and identify the most suitable solutions to

the issues raised,

13. Various proposels emerged which might also be usefully considered during future
sessions of the Economic and Technical Sub-Committee in accordance with its terms of

reference., They sre contained in working papers annexed to this report.



A/AC.138/8C.2/L.10
page 4

14, The Sub-Commpittee recommended that it be iﬂstructed to pursue ite consideration
of the toples relating to the economic and ﬁechﬁical'rules and requifements for the
exploration and exploitation of the resources of the area with a view to formulating
aéceptable draft'provisiohs for the convention establishing an international régime
in the area. ) - DT

15, Responding to the Genéral Assembij's_réquest in operative paragraph 6 of its .
resolution 2754 B .(XXIV), the Sub-Comaittee adoptedrthe following fecommendations:.
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