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S~aue~¢e!7~ o], t h e  Cr.~a ~man a t  t i , . e~> t4 .~  me e ~ . ~  o_~,~! ' 
- ,-1 1 . ~  t,  r ,  O ,  " tn.e ~ u o - O o r : m l z t t e e  on  11  ~ ~ s t  1 ~ 7 0  

"Wh@n, t h r e e  y e a r s  a g o ~  t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  t u r n e d  i t s  a t t e n t i o n  f o r  t h e  

f i r s t  t i m e  t o  t } {e  p r o b l e m  o f  t h e  se~,.-oed~o ~ " t h e  d e l e g a t i o n s  r e D r e s e n t e d . ,  i n  t h e  

...~d Ho:c Coimuittee had scarcely a n y  documients at their disposal. Their first act 

' 1 ~ - r  _ • was to request the Secretariat to prepare a s:cuc b on some particular aspect of 
.. 

the question,.or a report on so:,ne .partictdar ]problem, 
% 

At present the. Coimmittee appears to be somewhat ovez~-~helmed b y  the 

numbez - of its documients -which~ be it said~ are admirable doC~u:aents~ orepared 
• . 

by the Secretary-General and ,=:ms services and by var4ous del~s.gations-, T~ " " ~ ~ would 

not be s~prising~ therefore~ if many delegations no longer had much time to 

study all the doctuneats available to .L~..~ . o:.J.~m, still ±ess to assimilate the far- 

_ " ~ ~ s] t wibj.~, in the doctmients reaching auesozo-,_s ae_ . 
• . 

. . . .  ~ ± z , J r L ~  are b e i n g  " Moreover, at t h~s stage . o f  t h e  Coz~-~ittee' s ,..~ork all ~ . . . . . .  

-~ (~ ~°! . concentz'ateo, on _raz.-0!ng a com;:p!ete and ~o]uo.._~..~o~~d declaration of nrinciples, . . . .  and 

on study of the !nte,,'national ",~'-~,~-;-~ry~ questions for which the General • .t._C~ %w.t I ' .-.~ . - ' ~  -- . 

Assembly i/as ordei~ed-priority, . 
" ,~ . L  I. 

• ' ~ ~ " "" ; "~ = ' ~0]i awai'e o T o.~.lese As Chsiirm.=:n. o f  t h e  E c o n o m i c  and  T e c h n i c a l  Suo.-..Co.,m~l..,_ote~ .- 

f a c t s  However~ o:.,.e~, are no o a st.t_$i~icien'b reason ~:.f,ry ~,,:e shouqd ioi~ge% t!-iat~ 

ioursuai~u %o operative p a r a g r - 7 '  ; ~ t :  ~ -~r-'- ' ~:,~.,2 6 of Genez'al ."ssembiy ,-'eso_~. ,.o~_ 2574 B ( . 
• 

the. ' ---" " ' _ ~ Co.~mnmt~ee ns..s b e e n  r e q u e s t e d  t o  f o r m u l a b e  r e c o i ~ m l e n d a t i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  

e c o n o m i c  and  t e c n n _ c a l  c o n d i t i o n s  and  t h e .  i m l e s  f o r  t h e  e:.:_plozuat-,o.~_~ o £ - u - l ~  

• " . . . .  £ !  -'-~ "" 
i ~ 6 s o u r c e s  ~,. S a r e a  n ~' ~;'bh~ ;' :L e u.:.~.e ~es.- .bed oce  zi o c t  and o n e i r  subo:.som_L . . . . . .  8,,i1C: a 

" . . . . . . .  " ' " " . . . .  on~ con,~e:..:t of the r~gime to be ~,eyoz,ci t.,.ie izmits o n~ttional jurisdictio.*** iu . . . .  

S eJD t!'9. 
.. 
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. .  . ' -  ; .  
. .  

" I ~  " " " J ~ "  

Our Sub-Co,m~zttee has aiready madeii:6i~e,::~%..t~]kolt~ at its March session~::.:to, f U~£~l .... ,' 
~.. .,- :. • 

.. . 

this m~..date several delegations helped to.eomp-:i-le a list of econo~tlc :an:.~ %ecnn~c~:~l .:-.- 
. .  . ;  . • ., . ,~ ... , ; ~ .  • 

• ., . <  . . . .  , .  . , .  . , : .  • 

q u e s t i o n s  re±a%in : ' -  t o  t h e  ex .p lo ra . : .~ .on  o£ t h i s  a r e a  and  t h e  e x p l o i t a t i o n  o f  i t s  m i n e ~ " a l  

r e s o u r c e s ,  i n  i t s  i ~ i t e r i m  ioei~0r~ , i d ? J p t e d  u n a n i ~ n o u s ! y ,  t h e  S~b~Cormn i t t e . . e  an nounce¢ !  
. . . . . .  

- ' . - .  • . . . . .  . . . . .  

its intention to stu~:y further systematica~qv and ""~-~'°" maeu:~m~y, the most .suitable alternative . ~_~, _ . , ~  . . . .  . 
. 

: . . . . .  :.,.[ 

: solutions to the issues raised. Pe~ ~" ~ ' . . . . .  : a~rapn I! of the inuer.mm report ~oe.s on: %o s:tate: 
• .. 

"it was felt that this study should be made ~,.;ihh a view to inco~porating.the mosti • 
• . .. 

suitable &].ternative solutions in a draft resolution to bereco~:mlended by the Co~mnittee 

..... --Such a draft resolution r~,m6r,-t;,., inter .a.]~a~ request the to the Oene'os7 Assemb]~r., " ~  . . . . . . . .  ....... ~ . .... ... " " ' . 
g 

i 

• .'.. -,. . . ,. , .j .~ . 

~.~-%.n a. vi.ew %.0 f:orT~rLlating acceptable drs~t Corm, aittee %o pursue its considera~ion h" I 
• .. . . 

. • .- i  - . i .  , ,  . . e  provisions for the agreement estaD_ishing .s~ internationa!, rdg~e in the area" 
• . . . . .  ... -.... 

• . • . g :  

].. Is it too ear].y %0 !'ormu,15:ge. a few fundamental. . . reco~m~en£a%ions on the regime" oT ~, 
• . .. . .. . ..".,... 

. . . .  . .. 

exp].oita%~o!i? ~ I-£ is cerb"ai:n th.a%-.s0 far no. agreement has emerged, on a declaration: of 
- . : • . .  ; - .  . .  : . . . " . : f  . . 

principles, %he essentia! legal Substructu_,ze of the r6gime of exploitation whf6h O0m 
- : . .  :. .- . ,.. - 

Sub-Cor~m~ittee is instructed .to study, However..~ the consultations which too k p!.ace 
.. . 

• , ..- . . , 

three years ago in tl~e Co~m~ttee. a n d ' ~  " in the General As~em0.cy-- '~ .seem to. h.sav9 .qed. to a 

fairly broad s~ea of c0n~ndn aZi-eeraei-~t on.a large n~,iber oz2 principles~ .even though 
• : , . . 

their ~" " .... : ±].nal di-afting iS Still une.er s%ud~/. 

If~ therefore~ our stu¢~ must rsecesssrily apply iarincip!es on which the CormS%tee 
• . . •..: . . 

is still seeking ag~eement, i% does- not follow .that this Sub--Cor.,~nit%ee snoulct' ~ refrain 

a:. % T hi s from pursuing,_ :o its work until, the dec!ars:tion of ~orinciples has been dr ~ ed. in 
i . 

a.~ likelihood, was the view taken by t h e  Genera]. Assembly when it gave the Co~m~i{tee 

the e~q~].ici-~ mm~date to ;'formulate reco~m.mendations regarding.the economic and technical 
. 

conclitions and the rules for the e~!oitation of the resom~ces of this m~ea ''. 

These conditions and these rules mus%~ under the terms of the aforementioned :~. Q _ ~. 

.. 
• . . 

General Assembly resolUtion~ be ±ozmuma~ed . the ...... te~.~z of the regime ~o be set up T' . " ~ ~ 7 .~ " ~TiD (,~o~'~ ' " . 

Presm~i~q.y these rules will fon~1 1)art of the r6gime~ since a r4gime is not!ring more 

than a set of rules u hich~ in:the present case~ will app.iy %o the utilization of the 

international area of the sea-bed and ocean _f'].oo:c. ],!e k:no~.:~ moreover, ths/~ the 

General Assemb~g,/ has requested the Committee to s~!bm~t to it a report on the in-bermationa! 
. 

. . .  

_nacnmnery the organ-that might h~.ve to be createc to "'- .... ~ the reglme, Accordinr~ to 
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one fairly widely held View, this international mechanism will in fact form an integral 

part of the r4gime. This is an additional reason why the Sub-Commlittee should proceed 

without delay to study the economic and technical conditions and the rules for 

emploitation, so as to strive as e~a'ly as possible at generally-acceptable recommendations 

on these questions. 

3. Lastly, it is understood that the Sub-Committee will have to be satisfiedwith a 

Somewhat superficial exa]lination of the questions raised. The priorities established 

by the General Assembly itself, and the difficulties so far encountered in the drafting 

of a comprehensive and baismced declar, ation of principles, hardly leave any other 

choice~ because it will'be necessary at the present session to leave the plenary 

Coramittee~ and especially the Legal Sub-Con~nittee~ all the time they need to carry out 

their instructions. 

There can be no justification, however~ for postponing from session %o session a 

thorough consideration of the matters entrusted to the Sub-Co_~ittee and negotiation 

to reconcile differences in the approach.to them. After two years of work this 

Co~!dttee can no longer reasonably invoke the novelty of the subject and the complexity 

of its problems as a prete~xt for eluding sm attempt to solve %hem. It was precisely 

to make that attempt that the Co~aittee was set up by the General Assembly. It was 

ale0 for the purpose of instructing specialists tO study technical ~]d economic 

questions that the main Cormmittee set up this Sub-Commlittee. The Sub-Committee cannot 

therefore repudiate its mandate. "~ or evade its responsibilities. 

At all events~ it should abstain from examining :matters not within its competence. 

I. The question arises With regard to two doctuaents at present before the Co~nittee: 

is it likely that the Con~ittee's purpose will be served if we examine them? Wili they 

enable it to fulfil the mandate ]@~iven it when the Chai~lan of the Conm'~ittee, 

L] Mr. Ib~lerasingh, allocated Lne Sub-Coi~ittee their tasks? The first document is the 

Secretary-General's rel0ort on marine pollution and other hazardous and h~:u-mfu! effects 
• " • "1 ~1. - 1 - 1 .  . "1 " ]  which mlg,~ arise from ~,~_e exploration and e~q~loitation of what I snou_d call the 

"in%ernationa! zone of the sea-bed" (A/7924). The Secretar~y-General mentions in 

pars~zraph 6 of the re-port the very little practical e~.perience of pollution arising 

~ ~" of pr a! e~q~erience" - he e~qo].ains - from such activities. "in view of this .L~c,-~ actic 



. . . . .  \ .:. ! . 
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"the-present paper canprovifle only: a tentative .outlin.e. of the proble.ms ...w.hic..h maY . 
. . . . .  ... .: 

~arise,. fr6m~future ;exploration and ex~ploitation of mineral resources beyond . the limits 

of national"j-urisdiction as far as the e conomic~ scientific and technical aspects are 

concerned. Accordingly., emphasis has.~been placed on the legal aspects which will- have 

to be taken into consideration in the elaboration of the principles underlying possible 
.. ... 

future international agreements for the area concerned". While the prevention of 
. .  

marine pollution will certainly be one of' the ~portant functions of th~.future..r@gime, 

• " and while sorae aspects of.the subject undoubtedly come within the competence.of . .the. 

Econor~iC and Technical Sub-Con~.~ittee, it does no.t seem that the Sec.re-tary-Generalts 
, .  : . . . . . .  . . L . .  , 

report can. usefully be studied in detail by our Sub-Conmlittee. It would .be better .to 
. . . . .  

await the additional report which .the Secretary-General has said he .will issue,. . .... 

pursuant to resolution 2566 (X~V) and in Which he intends to expa]3~d..-the.present .study, 

2. There is a second document prepared by the Secretariat .in accOrdanc,e with a 

decision%~en by the Sub-Conmdttee. .This 'is a "preliminary not e" . entitled "Possible 

methods and criteria for the shar.ing by the international .co~mmnitY-of proceeds and 

other benefits derived from the exploitation of the re.sources, of:.the area beyond .. 

national jurisdiction" This stl ;" als with n~,~ber of purely economic., questions ~c~y d~ a 
.. 

Soie ex~aples are an expansion of world mineral resources, the stability of raw-material 

markets, the multiplier, effects on the land based supplying, processing and refining 
. . 

industries-likely to be. set up as a result of work on the sea-bed. The study ~also 
. . . .  

deals with technical aspects, 8rid in particnlar the technological.".spill-over~' .which 

might be ~ ex~.ected from the development of methods ~ fer sea-bed mineral exploration and 

'bxploitat'ion. ~ The ctistribution of .financial proceeds is certainly a .complex question 
I • q . : wi~cL ~iZl have to be decided, at the political level after study by e)~erts~ and ought 

therefore perhaps to be referred to. the .m-sin Committee. 

3. The main ool,~r:_Ittee has already decidod to undertake a prel imin~try study of the 

repott-, oi% interiqatiol~al mac.hiner2 and to refer .t.o the proper Sub--Comnittees any 
.. 

particul~ matters ! which may reauire more ~etsi]ed .ox~.~ination. Subject to any decisions 
- . . ." . 

which the main Cb~aittee. may take in this respect, I .would..sug.gest that. :~,e .conc:entrate 

ati"any Purr'her meetings of our Sub-Con~littee during .the~..ipresel%t I session on a.sy,~tematic 

study of the most appr.opriate methods to solve the. ~1 . ... proo_.ems listed -in March,. S.uch a 
. . . .  
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study might be underts_ken in the light especia].iy of the excellent working papers 

submitted by a number of delegations both in March and at the present session. It 

~ ~ions which~ while no doubt still very general, should might produce some recommenca~ 

nevertheless sSter adoption by the main Committee provide the General Assembly with 

adequate guide-lines. Allow me to repeat here the requirements which such reco~mmen- 

dations ought to meet. In the sts:~ement i made oll 9 March i specified that they 

should be within the competence of the Economic and Technical Sub-Colmnittee~ - in 

other words~ that they should concern the tasks allocated to it by the Chain~an of our 

Committee. I added that they should co~:L~and the suDport of all delegations~ or should 

at ].east not be disputed by any delegation, if they are not to be meaningless. Is it 

possible to devise recolmncndations which will meet these two requirements? The 

General Assembly~ I must remind you~ has asked us to do so. I ~ quite sure that the 

members of this Sub-Com~nittee will wish to do their utmost not to disappoint the hopes 

%hat have beenplaced in them. 
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