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 Since its 11f1r'-eptlonJ Su%- mmlutee ITT, on the guestion of marine pollution,

has maintained an organic 11nk with the process leading to the Conference on the
At the last session of the Sea-Bed Committee this Spring Mr. Strong,
the

Quman IFnvironment.
becretdry—General of the Coanference on the Human Tnviromment, gave an account of

n*eparaflons for the Stockholm Conference and indicated what he expected from it.

As you know, the Conference toc ok place as plamed from 5 to 16 June and the

resulis achieved are by now commoen Fnowl edge In his statement at the final meeting

of the Conference Mr, StrOﬂﬂ said: e tﬁa fundamental task of the Stockholm

litical decisions that will enable the community

o

Conference hds beeu to take tha fal

of nations %o act together in a merner consistent with the earth's physical inter—

depencdence. Thiz i3 our mandate., Thisz Zs what we did." The countries present at

wtockholm adopied a mumber of rvecommendations which will be put before the General

Assenbly at ite nait iom.

I do not intend %o report exhaustively on the Stockholm Uonference, I shall
cnly attempt to point to these actions taken in Stockholm which can be expected to
have aa important bearing on your work in regard to the preservation of the marine

enviromment and the problems posed by merine pollution, I shall deal in particular
With the Declaration on the Human fnvivonment snd the Action Plan which in some

nstances refers explicitly to the Sea-Bed Comaittee and the forthcoming Law of the

Zea Conference.
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Let me turn first to the Declaration on the Human mnvironment. The narvine
ervironment is an integrel part of the biosphere and therefore the ideas and
principles embodied in the Declaration should provide & uvseful wider framework fov
the debates on which you are to cmbark.

This Declaration is indeed a historic document. It consists of a preamble and
26 principles. In ite preamble, the Declaration states that the point has been
reached in history when "we must shape our actions throughout the world with a more
prudent care for their envircrmental consequences'’, and it goes on to say that the
defence and enhancement of the enviromment has become "an imperative goal for menkingd"
to be pursued together with the fundamental goals of peace and worldwide ecconomic
and social development. '

Since the documents adopted 2% Stockholm have not yet been issued officially,

I shall, with your indulgence, dﬁell at some length on those parts of the Declaration

which appear to be of special relevance here.

The principles embodied in the Declaration stress that the natuvral resources of
the earth in the broadest sense must be safeguarded for the benefit of presenf and
future generations through careful planning or management (principle 2); +hat the
capacity of our globe to produce vital renewable resources must be meintained and

wherever practicable restored or improved,(prinsiple %),

Thereforé, the dischaxyge of toxic substances or of other substances and release
of heai, in such quantities or concentrations as to exceed the capacity of the
environment to render them harmiess, mist be halted in order to enmsure that serious
or irreversible damage is not inflicted ﬁpon ecosystems (principle 6).

Directly relevant to your éoncérns is principle 7 which reads: "States shall
take all possible stéps to prevent pellution of the seas by substances that are
liable to create hazards to human health, to harm 1iviﬁg resources end marine life,
to damage amenities or to interfere with other legitimate uses of the sea."

Turthermore, the Deciaration - which was adopted by acclamation - postulates
that "the environmental pelicies of a2ll States should eﬁhance and not adversely
affect the present or future developmeni potential of developing countries, nor should
they hamper the attainment of better 1iving condifions for all, and thet sppropriate
steps should be taken tr States and international organizations with a view to
resching agreement on meeting the possible national and intermational economilc

consequences resulting from the application of environmental measures.'
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The Declaration realfixms the sovereign right of States to expleit their own
resources pursuant to their own environmental policies while at the same time
affizrming their responsibility to ensure that activifies within their jurisdiction
or contrcl de not cause damage to thé environment of other States or of areas beyond
the 1limits of mational Jurisdiction (principle 21).

In the following principle (22), States are czlled upen to co-operate to develop
further the international law regarding liebility and compensation for the victins
of poliution and other envircnmental damage caused by activities within the
jurisdiction or control of such States to aress beyond their jurisdiction. Furthermore,
the Declaration requires that internstional matters bonoerning the envircenment
should be handled in a co-operative spirit by éll couﬁtries on an equal footing taking
into account the sovefeignty and interests of all States (principle 24).

Torning now to tﬁe Acticn Plan adopfed, which_giveé considerable prominence to

the problems of marine pollution, of particular relevance)fqr the Sub Committee will

be paragreph 86 of that Plan, parts of which 1 am going to quote:

guidance of appropriate United Nations bodies, in particular the Joint Group of
Experts on the Scientific Aspects of Marine Pollution (GESAMP):
ensure that ocean dumping.by their nationals anywhere, or by any
person in areas under their jurisdiction is controlled and that governments
shall contimue to work towards the completion of and bringing into force as
soon as possible of an overall instrument for the control of ocean dumping ete.;
refer tf2 drvaft articles and amr 2xes contained in the report of the
intergovermmental meetings at Reykjavik, Iceland, in April 1972 and in London
in May 1972 to the Unitéd,Nations Sea-Bed Committee 2% its session in July/lugust
1972 for information and comments and to a conference of governments to be '
convened by the Govérnment of the United Kingdom in consultation with the
Secretary-Gsneral of the United Nations hefore November 1972 for further
consideration, with-a view to opening the proposed convention for signature at
a place to be decided by that.conference, preferably before the end of 1972;
participate fully in the 1973 Intergovermmental Maritime Consultative
Organization {(TMCOO) Conference on Marine Pollution and the Conference on the
Law of the Sea scheduled to begin in 1973, as well as in regional efforts, with

a view to bringing all significant sources of pollutiocn within the marine
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environeent, including radicactive poilution freom nuclesr surface ships and

submarines, and in particular in enclosed and semi-enclosed seas, under

appropriate controls and particularly fo complete elimination of deliberate
pollution by cil from ships, with the goal of achieving this by the middle

of the present decade. |
In paragraph 92 of the Action Flan, it is recommended thal Govermnments collectively
endorse the prineiples set forth in paragraph 197‘of Conference document A/CONF.48/8
as guiding concepts for the Law of the Sea Conference and the IMCO Marine Polluticn
Conference scheduled to be held in 1973 and alsc that they enderse the statement
of objectives agreed on at the second session of the Intergovernmental WOrkiﬁg Group
on Marine Polluiion in Cttawa. Moreover, in respect of the particular interests of
coastal States in the marine environment and recognizing that the reéolution of
this guesiion is a mattexr for consideration at thé.Law of the Sea Conférence} the
States were called to take note of the principles on the rights of coastal States
discussed but neither endarsed nor rejected at the second session of the Inter—
governmentai Working Group on Marine Pollution held in Ottawa and refer those
principles to the 1973 TMCC Conference for information and to the 1973 Conference
on the Law of the Sea for such action as may be appropriate.

The marine pollution paris of the Action Plan may well provide a basis for your
deliberations,; in particular the récommendation-that,the Governments should endorse
the principles set foxth in paragraph 197 of Conference document A/CONF.48/8 which
hag been disiributed to you. The twenty three principles referred to are to be
found in paragraph 197 of this document, pages T8 through 82. These principles
formilate in a general form the Tights and obligations of States in regard to the
preservation of the marine enviromient. They aleso state that States should assume
joint responsibility for the preservation of the marine environment beyond the
limits of national jurisdiction, and that the States at higher levels of
technological and scientific development should assist those nations which request it

I wonld also like to draw your attention to principle 19 which requests the
States to co-operate in the appropriate internetional forum to ensure that activities
related to the explorstion and exploiiation of the sea-bed and the ocean flooT beyond

the limits of national jurisdiction shall not result in pollution of the marine

environment.
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Indeed, these principles recommended for endorsement by the Action Flan, spell
out in greater detail, for the marine environment, the genersl stafement on the
responsibility of States for the preservalicn of the environment as formulated in
principle 21 of the Declaration on the Humen Enviromment. As already stated, we are
wnfortunately not yet in a position to distribute the officisl texts adopted in
Stockholm. 1 hope, however, that the text of the principles for the preservation
of the marine environment to be found, I repeat, in document A/CONF.48/8,
paragraph 197, pages 78 through 82, and that the Reykjavik articles contained in
Addendum 1 to this document will at least enable the Sub-Committee to initiate its
work on these subjecis without undue delay. 1 would also like to add that the
three principles regarding the rights and interests of coastal States mentioned
above can be found in the report of the 2nd session of the Intergoverrmental Working
Group on Marine Polluiion which was distributed to the Committee during the March
gsession., JIf the Committee so wishes, the Secretariat will attempt to reproduce,
for the wse of the Sub-Committee, those paragraphs of the Action Plan which are
of direct interest to you at this stage of your deliberations.
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