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Re.or% by the Re30resen%ative of the Department of 
Economic and Social Affairs" at- ~he 20th meeting of 
Sub-Committee iil held on 20 July 1972 on actions 
taken a% %he United Nations Conference on the Human 
Environment r~din{ marine ~ollution s.pd_ the 
~reservation of %he marine environment 

Since its inception , Suh-~mmi%tee lilt on %he question of marine pollu%ion~ 
• . 

has maintained an organic link with the process leading to %he Conference on the 

~um.an Environment. At %he last session of the Sea-Bed Committee this Spring }4r. Strong~ 
. .. 

Secretary-General of the Conference on $he Human Environment~ b~ave an acco~unt of the 

~,reparations for %he ,Stockholm Conference and indicated what he expected from i%. 

As you know, the Conference took place as planned from 5 to 16 June and the 

results achieved are by now common knowledge. In his statement at the final meeting 
• : : ; .  

of the Conferezce, !,@o Strong- said." "... the fundamental task of %he Stockholm 
• <. 

Conference h4s bee,l to take the po].i%ica! decisions %ha% will enable the community 
.. 

~r J ' of nations to act tooe~her in a marlier consisten% with the earth's physical inter- 

dependence. TP~i's is our mandate. This -:s what we did." The countries present at 

Stockholm adopted a nmmber of recommendations which will be put before the General 

Assembly at its n e : . : t  sea o n . .  

I do not intend to report exhaustively on the Stockholm Conference~ I shall 

only attempt to point to those actions taken in Stockholm which ce~ be expected to 

have an important bearing on your ,.,;orl- in regard to the preservation of the marine 

enviror~ment and the problems posed by marine pollution. I shall deal in particular 

A_th the Declaration on the H'oman Enviror~nent s_ud the Action Plan which in some 

Instances refers expiicitl{? to the 7~ea-Bed Committee and the fort4coming Law of the 
c~ 

oes. Conference. 
• . 
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Let me %urn firs% %0 the Declaration on the Human Environment. The marine 

environment is an in%e6~r~l part of the biosphere and therefore %he ideas am_d 

principles embodied in %he Declaration should provide a useful wider framework for 

%he debates on which you are %o embark. 

This 9ec!ara%ion is indeed a historic doo~omen%, i% consists of a preamble and 

26 principles. In its preamble~ the Declaration states %ha9 the point has been 

reached in history when '{we must shape our actions throughout %he world with a more 

prudent care for their_ environmental oonsequences"~ and i% goes on to say %hat the 

defence and enhancement of the environment .h~.s become "an imperative goal for mankind" 

%o be pursued together with %he fundamental goals of peace and }mrld}~ide economic 

and social development. 

Since the documents adopted at S%ockho~_m ~have no% yet been issued offioia!ly; 

I shall~ with your indulgence~ dwell at some length on those par~s of the Declaration 

wb_ich appear to be of special relevance here. 

The principles embodied in the Declaration stress that %he natural resources of 

the earth in the broadest sense must be safeguarded for %he benefit of present and 

future generations through careful planning or management (principle 2)~ bhat the 

capacity of our globe %o produce vital rene~mble resources must be maintained and 

~herever practicable restored or improved (principle 3). 
.. 

Therefore, %he discharge of toxic substances or of other substances and release 

of hea%~ ~in such quam_tities or Conce~ntratior~ as ~o exceed the capacity of the 
: .- . 

envirormen% %o render %hem _harmless~ must be halted in order to ensure that serious 

or irreversible damage is not inflicted upon ecosystems (principle 6). 

~irectly relevsm% to your concerns is principle 7 which reads: "States shall 

take all possible steps to prevent pollution of the seas by substances that are 

liable to crea~e hazards %o human hea!%h~ to harm living resources and marine life~ 

%o damage amenities or to interfere with other legitimate uses of the sea." 

Furthermore~ the Declaration - which was adopted by acclamation - postulates 

%hat "the environmental policies of all States should enham_ce and not adversely 

affect ~;he present or future development potential of developing coumtries~ nor should 

%hey hamper the a%%aioment of better living conditions for all~ and that appropriate 
• 

steps should be %aAen b>" States and international organizations with a view to 

reaching agTeement on meeting the possible national and international economic 

consequences resulting from the application of envirol0mental measures. '~ 
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The Declaration reaffirms the sovereign right of States to exploit their o~ 

resources pursuant to their o~m environmental policies while at the same time 

affilmLing their responsibility to ensure that activities within their juris&iction 

or control do not cause damage to the environment of other SKates or of areas beyond 

the limits of national jurisdiction (principle 21). 

In the following principle (22) S ~ ~ oate~ are called upon to co-operate to develop 

fumther the international law regarding liability and compensation for the victims 

of pollution and other environmental damage caused by activities within the 

jurisdiction or control of such States %o areas beyond their jurisdiction. Furthermore, 

the Declaration requires that international matters concerning the environment 
• . 

should be handled in a co-operative spirit by all co<~mtries on an equal footing taking 

into account the sovereignty and interests of all States (principle 24). 
.. 

Turning now to the Action Plan adop%ed~ which gives considerable prominence to 

the problems of marine pollution~ of particular relevance for the Sub Committee will 

be paragraph 86 of that Plan, parts of which I am going ~o quote: 

It is recommended, inter alia, tl~at governments~ with the assistance am_d 

guidance of appropriate United Nations bodies~ i_~ particular the Joint Group of 

Experts on the Scientific Aspects of Harine Pollution (CESAHP): 

ensure that ocean dumping by their nationals anywhere~ or by any 

person in areas under their jurisdiction is controlled and that governments 

shall continue %o work towards the completion of and bringing into force as 

soon as possible of an overall instrument for the control of ocean dumping etc. 

refer %!:D draft articles and a~-oxes contained in the report of the 

intergovernmental meetings at Reykjavik~ iceland~ in April 1972 and in London 

in Hay 1972 to the United Nations Sea-Zed Committee at its session in July/August 

1972 for ip~formation sm_d comments and to a conference of ~over~nents to be 

convened by the Government of %he UrLited Kingdom in consultation with the 
.. 

Secretary-General of the Uniled Nations before November 1972 for further 

consideration~ with a view to opening the proposed convention for signature at 

a place to be decided by that conference, preferably before the end of 1972} 

p~_rticipste fully in the 1973 Intergoveri~ental Haritime Consuiteti~,e 

Organization (B,[C0) Conference on Harine Pollution si~d the Conference on the 

Law of the Sea scheduled to begin in 1973~ as ~ell as in regional ef£orts~ with 

a view to bringing all significant sources of pollution within the marine 
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environment~ including radioactive pollution from nuclear surface ships and 

submarines~ and in particular in enclosed and semi-enclosed seas~ under 

appropriate controls and particularly to complete elimiuation of deliberate 

pollution by oil from ships~ with the goal of achieving this by the middle 

of the present decade. 

In paragraph 92 of the Action Plan, it is recommended that Governments collectively 

endorse the principles set forth in paragraph !97 of Conference document A/CO~FF.48/8 

as guiding concepts for the law of the Sea Conference and %he ]]<[CO }~rine Pollution 

Conference scheduled %o be held in 1973 and also that they endorse the statement 

of objectives agreed on at the second session of the Intergovernmen%a! Working Group 

on Marine Pollution in Ottawa. }{oreover~ in respect of the particular interests of 

coastal States in the marine environment and recognizing that the resolution of 

this .question is a matter for consideration at %he Law of the Sea Conference, the 

States were called to take note of the principles on the rights of coastal States 

discussed but neither endorsed nor rejected at the second session of the Inter- 

governmental Working Group on Marine Pollution held in Otta}~_ and refer those 

principles to the 1973 IMCO Conference for information and to the 1973 Conference 

on the Law of the Sea for such action as may be appropriate. 

The marine pollution parts of the Action Plan may well provide a basis for your 

deliberations~ in particular the recommendation thatthe Gover~]nents should endorse 

the principles set forth in paragraph 197 of Conference document A/CO~[Fo48/8 which 

has been distributed to you. The twenty three principles referred to are to be 

found in paragraph 197 of this document~ pages 78 through 82. These principles 

formulate in a general form the rights, and obligations of States in regard %0 the 

preservation of the marine environment. They also state %hat States should assume 

joint responsibility for the preservation of the marine environment beyond the 

limits of national jurisdiction~ and that the States at higher levels of 

technological and scientific development should assist those nations ~Thich request i •t. 

I would also like to dra~ yo~m attention to principle 19 which requests the 

States %o co-operate in the appropriate international fortml to ensure that activities 

related %o the exploration and exploitation of the sea-bed and the ocean floor beyond 

the limits of national jurisdic±ion shall not result in pollution of the marine 

environment. 
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Indeed, these principles recommended for endorsement by the Action Plan~ spell 

out in greater detail~ for the marine environment~ the general statement on the 

responsibility of States for the preservation of the environment as formulated in 

principle 21 of the Declaration on the Human Environment. As already stated~ we are 

unfortunately not yet in a position to distribute the official texts adopted in 

Stockholm. I hope~ however~ that the text of the principles for the preservation 

of the marine environment to be found~ I repeat~ in document A/CONF.48/8~ 

paragraph 197, pages 78 through 829 and that the Reykjavik articles contained in 

Addendum I to this document will at least enable the Sub-Committee to initiate its 

work on these subjects without undue delay. I would also like to add that the 

three principles regarding the rights and interests of coastal States mentioned 

above can be found in the report of the 2nd session of the I_ntergoveln~mental Working 

Group on Marine Pollution which was distributed to the Committee during the Narch 

session. If the Committee so wishes, the Secretariat will attempt to reproduce, 

for the use of the Sub-Committee, those paragraphs of the Action Plan which are 

of direct interest to you at this stage of your deliberations. 
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