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PREAMBIE . : .
1. A1l menkind has an interest in %he facilitation of marine scientific research‘an&’_
the publication of its results, . . ‘

‘2. Marine gcientific research is any study, whether fundamental or applied, intendedff
to increase knowledge about the marine enﬁironmept, including all its resources'an& .
living orgenisms, and ewmbraces all related scientific activity,

3. The objectives of marine scientific research include ach’evement of a level of
understanding which allows accurate assessment and prediction of obeanic‘prOGesses and.
provide the basis for the developmeﬁt:of a management policy which will ensure that the.
guality and resources of the marine eﬁvironment are not impaired, and for the ralional
use of this enviroﬁment, in the service of hmean welfare, international eguity and -

economic progress and, in the interest of peace and international co-operation among. -

States.

PRINCIPLES
1. Knowledge resulting from mazrine scientific research is part of the common heritage

of all mankind, and such knowledge and information of a nonwproprietary or non-military

nature should be exchanged and made available to the whole woxld.
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2. Marine scientific research constitutes a iegitimate activity within the marine
environment, Bvery State, whether ooasfal crfﬁot, end every competent international
organization has the right to conduct or authorize the conduct of scientific research
in the marine environment, in accordance with the rules and recognized principles of
international law and subject to the provisions of the present principles,

3. lMarine scienbific research as such shall not form the legal bhasis for any olaimé 
of exploitation rights or any other rights in areas ﬂé&bﬁd'%hé limits of nati&nall '
Jurisdiction. .

4. Marine scientific research shall be conducted in a reasonable mamner, and shall
not result in any unjustifiable interference with other uses of the marine environment;
Anorlshall other uses of the mawrine envivomrment result in any wnjustifiable interference
with marine scientific research, o | '
5., Marine scientific research shall notvehtail excessive collection of specimens and
samples, nor cause pollution or‘ﬁﬁdué”dié%ufbaﬁbe of the marine environment.

6, The availability to every State of information and knowledge resulting from marine
scientific remearch shall be facilitated by effective international communication of

proposed major programmes and their objectives, and by publication and dlssemlnatlon

through international channels of their results.

7. Btates shall take steps Yo further the development and growth of marine sclentlflc
research and to obvmate interference w;th 1ts progress, and shall co~operate 1n the
elaboration of international rules to f30111tate such research States shall nromote;
arrangements and agreements to advance marlne sclentlflc research,and the eﬁchange of
data and information on a reglonal as well as on a global ba51s, in GOuoperatlon vith
other States and with 1nternatlona1 organlzatlons, uhether ﬂovernmental or
non«governmental . ‘ . .

8, States shall9 both 1nd1v1duallv and in co- operatlon w1th other States and Ulth
competent lnternatlonal organlzatlons, premote the flow of sclentlflc data and
information and ﬁhe transf r of experience resultlnw from marine scientific research _
to developinﬂ countries and the sirengthening of the mearine research capabllltles of
these countrles t0 & 1evel correspondlng to thelr needs and resources, 1nclud;|.r1b
programmes to provwdé adequate tfalnlng 01 the techﬂlcal and 801ent1¢1c personnel of
these countrles. . o . .

9- Marine 501ent1_1c feseurch in areas u1th1n tha Jurlsdlctlon of a ooastal State
shall only be conducted with the congent of the coastal State, If such consent is
granted, the coastal State shall have the right to participate or to be represented in:
such marine scientific research and sghall have the right of utilizing samples; . the

right of access to data, and results, and the right to require that the results be

published,
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10. The coastal State prior to determining whether it will grant consent to marine
sclentific pesearch in areas within its jurisdiction, may require information such a8
the period, location, ﬁature and purpose of the proposed investigations, the
observations to be made, the proposed disposition of all material collected, the means

tc be employed and, where applicable;, the name of the ship with its full description,

including bormnage, type and ¢laas, the name of the agency sponsoring the investigations,
and the names of the Master of the vessel5 the proposed scientific leaders and members
of the scientific party and particulars of any proposed entry into a coastal State port}
The coastal State shall be kept informed of any changes in the above information.

11, The'coastgl State shallxrep;y promptly to a request accompanied by information
required by if in accordance with the ﬁrovisions of Principle 10, - The coastal State
shall facilitate the conduct of marine scientific research to which it has consented by'
extendlng necessany facilities %o ships and sclentists while they are operatlng in areas
within its jurisdiction wherever possible. '
12. Marine scientific research shall comply with all the coastal State's laws and
regulationh when carriea out in areas within the Jurisdiction of the coastal State,
iﬂﬁluding the resource management regulations and directions in areas where the coastal
Staté has authority over resources appertaining to ifs continental shelf, the '
‘envirommental protection regulations in areas where the coastal State has a primary
responsibility for environmental protection, the menagement regulations in areas under
_fishery management, where in addition all information resulting from such research shall
be made available to the authority managing such area, and the regulations and
directions necessary to protect the security of the coastal State.

13. Marine scientific research concerning the sea-bed and ocean floor, and the subsoll
thereof, beyond the limits of national jurisdiction shall comply with any regulations
developed by a competent international organization to minimize dlsturbance and prevent
pollution of the marine enviromment and interference with exploration and expleitation
activity; ‘

14. States shall devise means to enable responsibility e be fixed with States or
international organizations that have caused damage in the course of marine scientific
research or where such damege has been caused by the activities of persons under their

Jurisdiction, to the marine environment or to any other State or to its nationals,
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