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Note by the Chairman 

i. The terms of reference of Sub-Cormmittee III as embodied in the agreement- 
.. 

on t he  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of work r e a d  ou t  by the  Chairman of  t he  Corm,aittee. a t  

the 45th meeting on 12 March~ are as follows ° • . 

"To d e a l  ~,~th the  p r e s e r v a t i o n  o,f t he  mar ine  e n v i r o n m e n t  ( i n c l u d i n g ,  . . . .  
• . 

inter aliaa~ the preventio~ of pollution) and .scientific research and • -- 
• 

. . . . . .  

to prepare draft tz-eaty articles thereon." . , , • ,, 
. .  

2. The work of  the  Committee t h e r e f o r e  d i v i d e s  i t s e l f  i n t o  two d i s t i n c t  
~ . .  

• . : . . . . .  .. 

though inter-locking parts: 

(a) Matters 1"el-ating to the preservation of the marine envirom~lent~ ...... 

• including .the prevention .of pollution~ and .: .. ....,.-. 

(b) Matters relating to scientific z-esearch. • •~ . . . . .  
• . 

3. It is clear that a number of United Nations organs and agencies..are. " i I 

already at work in these fields~ and the Sub-Coi~:littee may wish to give some 

c o n s i d e r a t i o n  to  d e f i n i n g  more s p e c i f i c a l l y  i t s  o~m p a r t i c u l a r  sphel~e: o f  

interest s so that it may more easily undertake its assigned task of drafting 

t r e a t y  a r t i c l e s  on t h e s e  m a t t e r s  f o r  the  1973 Confe rence  on t h e . L a w  of  the. Sea. 
. . . ..::::: 

. 

4. In this connexion~ the following points are of .relevance: the last 

presmlbular paragraph of resolution 2750 C(XXV) refers to using fully- the 

o p p o r t u n i t y  p r o v i d e d  by .the U n i t e d . N a t i o n s  Conference  on the  Human Envirom.,~ent~ 

to be held in 1972~ to further the work of preparation for the Law of the Sea 

C o n f e r e n c e .  In  p a r a g r a p h  13 of  r e s o l u t i o n  2750 C(XXV)~ t h e  Gene ra l  Assembly 

specifics&ly invited the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 

O r g a n i z a t i o n  and i t s  I n t e r g o v e r n m e n t a i  Oceanograph ic  Cormuission~ the  Food and 
' ~  T ' n .  
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Agriculture Organization of the United]Nations.. and its Colm~littee on Fisi~eries~ 
; -" . • ..~. 

the World Health 0rganization~ the intergovernmental Maritime Cons~iitative ' 

0~gmlization~ the World Meteorological Organization and the International Atomic 

Energy Agency to co-operate with the Sea-Bed Comuittee 'tin pa~ticu!ar by p~epa~ing 

such scientific and technical docmuentation as the Co mulittee may request":. The 
• . 

Sub-Cormmittee may v~sh to call particuiar-ly upon the expertise of these agencies 

or some of them~ or ~'othei ~ intergovermnental bodies and specialized ~6~ncmes°~ "~ 

concerned", as provided in the Assembly reso!ution~ to make available the relevant 

background documentation to the Sub-Col~m~ittee: In calling on these bodies~ the 

Sub-Col-mnittee may }~sh to give them an indication of the lines along which it is 
• 

seeking information. It might consider holding a general discussion so as to 

clarify these lines. 

5. In regard to %he preservation of the marine environmen%~ the Sub-Coimmittee 

will Wish in partict~ar to be regularly informed of' the preparatorywork for the 

Conference on Human Enviroru~ent %o: be held in Stockholm in 1972. 

6. I sin informed that a new comprehensive report on pollution to be submitted 
• -. 

to the next session of the Economic and Social oo,~ncml and to the Preparatory 

Co.rm~ittee of the Conference on Htunan Enviro1~uent is now being d<afted and should 

be available to members of the Sub-Colmnittee in May oi ~ Jtuue. This ~'±I! bring 

up-to-date and e~q~and the report prepared by the Secretary-General in co-operation 

with the specialized agencies and submitted to the Assembly at its twenty-£ifth 

session in docu~en% A/7924. 

7 In addition~ the Secretary-General ~ill present to ~..~ Economic and Social 

Council~s fifty-first session a progress repo.~t prepared by the IOC of UNESCO in 

co-operation with all the agencies and o~ganizations concerned on the implementation 

of the Long Term and Exps~ded Progra~.m~e of Oceanic Research. This ~eport might 

also be presented to our Sub-Co~_~ittee;. 
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