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Note by the Chairman

1. The terms of reference of Sub-Committese III as émbodied in the agreement

on the organizétion of‘work read out by the Chairman of the Committee at

the 45th meeting on 12 March, are as follows:
"To deal with the preservation of the marine environment {including,
inter Q;;g, the preventiom of pollution) and sciéntific research and -
to prépare dréft tfeaty articles thereon.™ 7

2.  The work of the Committee therefore divides itself into two.distigct

though intermlécking parts; ‘ _

(d) Matters relating to the preéervation of the marine environment,

‘ including the préventién‘of pollution; and -

(bf Métters relating to scientific research., ‘
3. It is clear that s number of United Nations organs and agenci@ﬁuafe
already at work in theée fields, and the Sub-Committec may wish to give some
consideration tc cdefining more‘specifically its own parﬁicuiar.sphefeaof:
inte:eét, s0 that it nmay more easily undertake its apsigned task Of drafting
treaty articles oﬁ these metters for the 1973 Conference on the Law éf the Sea.
4:' In this connexion,'the followinglpoinﬁs are of rolevancéz the 1ast“"
preambular paragraph of resolubion 2750 C(XXV) refers to using fuliy‘the
oppertunity provided by the United Nations Cénference on the Human Environment,

to be held in 1972, to further the work of preparation for the Law of the Sea

- Conference. In paragraph 13 of resolution 2750 C{XXV), the Genersl Assembly

specificelly invitad the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Urganization and its Intergovernmental Oceanographic Comnission, the Food and
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Agriculture Organization of the Unitevaaﬂionéﬁiand'its Coinittee on'Fisheries,

the World Health Organization, the Intefgqverﬁhental Maritime Consultative .’
Organization, the World Meteorclogleal Organizetion end the International Atomic
Energy Agency to co-operate with the 3ea-Bed Committee "in particular by preparing -
stch secientific and techniczl documentation as the Committee nmay request™, The
Sub-Committes may wish to call particularly upon the expertise of these agencies
or some of then, or Yother intergovernmental bodies and specialized agencies
concerned', as provided in the Assembly resplution, to make available the relevant
background documentetion te the Sub-Cormittes, In calling on these bodies, the
Sub-Comnittec may wish to give them an indicstion of the lirnes along which it is
seeking Information, It might censider hbldiﬂg a general discussion so as to
clarify these lineas. 7

5., In regard to the preservation of the marine environmemt, the Sub-Committes
will wish in particuler to be regilarly informed of the preparatory work for the
Conference on Human Environment to be held in Stockholm in 1972,

6, I am informed that a new comprehensive report on poliution to be submitted
to the next session of the Economic and Social Council and to the Preparatdry
Comnittee of the Conference on Human BEnvironment is now being drafted and should
be available to menbers of the Sub-Committée in May or June. This will bring

in co-operation

up-to-date and cxpand the reporit prepared by the Secretary-General
twenty-fifth

with the specialized sgencles and submitted to the Lssembly at its
session in doecunment A/7924.

7. In addition, the Secfetary»General will present to the Becnomic and Secial
Counecil's fifty?first segsion a progress report prepared by the I00 of UNBSCO in
co—operation with all the agencles and organizations concerned on the implementétion
of the Long Term and Expanded Programme of Oceanic Resecarch. This report might

also be presented te our Sub-Cormmittee.
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