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COMMITTEE ON THE PEACEFUL USES OF 
THE SEA-BED _A~ND THE OCEAN FLOOR BEYOND. 
THE LIMITS OF NATIONAL JURISDICTION 

Sub..-Committee. Ill 

... sta.t_ement by tl~e ..... Chairman 0f Sub,-,,C,0mmitte=e~_:I_II - 
• at~ _the :second ..m.e:.e.:t:.i....ng=~ 0n28_ =july- 1971 . 

.. As Sub-Committee III has so far held only one meeting, in March 1971, there 

did not seem to be any need .to produce a further note by the Chairman. The ' 
., 

contents of the note circulated on 22 March under the symbol A/AC.138/SC.III/L.2 

still apply. 

At the first meeting I suggested that the Sub-Committee should hold a general 

debate, primarily for the purpose of eliciting the views of delegations on certain 

questions arising from the terms of reference given to Sub-Committee III on 

12 March 1971. ~. 

It may be useful to recall that these terms of reference are as follows: 

"To deal with the preservation of the marine environment (including~ :ip_ter==a=lia~, 

the prevention of pollution) and scientific r.esearch and to prepare draft treaty 

articles thereon '~ . 

The first question which arises is: should we think in terms of drafting 

articles for insertion in the four Geneva Conventions, which are. open to revision - 

articles which would crystallize the substance of more specialized conventions 

prepared in other bodies~ or should we think in terms of drafting a separate 

convention concerning the marine enviromnent and scientific research? 

The second question relates more particularly to pollution. Should we think 

in terms of drafting texts which apply only to the high seas, or texts which Cover 

the whole surface of the sea, including the territorial sea? 
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The third question concerns the kind of pollution we have to consider. Is it 

o n l y  p o l l u t i o n  due t o  t h e  e x p l o i t a t i o n  o f  t h e  s e a - b e d  o r  m a r i n e  p o l l u t i o n  i n  g e n e r a l ,  

regardless of its origin? 

Lastly, the fourth question relates to scientific research. Shouldwe confine 

ourselves to research on the sea-bed~ or should we also consider research in the 

superjacent waters of the high seas? .. 
. .  

• . ,  . . 

The r e p l i e s  t o  t h e s e  f o u r  q u e s t i o n s  w i l l  e n a b l e  us  t o  d e f i n e  more. c l e a r l y  t h e  , 
. . .  

limits which Sub-Con~mittee I!I ~_shes to place on its terms of reference, it seems 
• 

• e -j 

clear, however, that thes e. lignite.might-subsequen%..!~:i:have to be o.djusted in the llgnt 
• • 

of the conclusions reached:by the Otiier t~,ro SuhLCom/ittees, or in the light of the 
'7 . o ~ .  : l  "; 

results acnmevea by other united Nations bodies such as the Conference on the H~mlan 
• ~ . 
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