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. . . .  Ar%icle I 

States have the obligation %0 protect and preserve the marine environment in 

accordance with the provisions of this convention. ~/ 
P m 

Article II 

Definition of Marine Pollution 

In the present Convention pollution means the introductfon by man, directly or 

i n d i r e c t l y ~  i n t o t h e  marine environment~ which alone or  t o g e t h e r  wi th  o t h e r  subs t ances  
. . 

-or energy, may'result in 's~]chdeieterious effects as harm to living resources, hazards 

to human health, hindrance to marine activities, including fishing, impairment of 

quality for use of sea water and reduction of amenities. 

" ' Article Iii : 

' G e n e r a l  _ o b l i g a t i  o n s . ,  of___ S~t_a:t9 s. " 
• . 

i. States Shall take all necessary measures to prevent pollution of the marine 

environment from any soux'ce9 using for this purpose the best practicable means in 
.. 

accordance with their capabilities~ individually or jointly, as appropriate. In 

particular, States shall ts/ce measures to ensure that activities under their jurisdiction 
• .. , . .  

or control~ do not cause damage to other States, including their environment~ by 
@ 

pollu%ion of the marine envirol~nento 
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2. :The,m@asures taken purs uanb %0 these ar%icleS shall deal v~ith all s@hrOes ,of ., 
.. . .. - , : 

Qe 
.. 

• . . 

pollution of the marine enviror~nen%~ whether .iand~ marine~ or any other sources~ . . . . .  
• . " 5 ' .  ~ ": 

. / . . . . - . ,  _ : . .  . . . .  , • , , bO 

including"bivers9 es%~aries~ the atmosphere~ .-.pipe!ines~ outfall structures~ Vesse].s~ 
............... 

........ . , ..'" 

aircraft and sea-bed i nstali-atf6ns or devices. They shall inclu.de, in-bet a!i " . . ~ x  
......... 

(a) In respect of land-based sources of pollution of the marine, enviro~nent~ 

measures desi@ned to minimize the release 'of :toxic and harmful subs~anoes~ L -~::. 
" .., 

• ,. 

especially persisten~ subs%ances~ into ~he marine environment, s d  ~he • 
. - .  

fullest possible exten% 

(b) In respect of pollution from vessels~ measL-~res relating' to the 

prevention of acciden~S~,.-~he safety .of operations a% sea~ and intentional 

or other disoharges~ including measures irelating: to the design~ 
, 

equipment, operation and mai~_%enance of ,  v.essels~ especially of those 

vessels engaged in the carriage of hazardous substances whose release into 
. . - , : ;  ;. - : .  

the marine 6nvirom~len~ either acciden%a!ly or .through normal opera%ion 

of the vessel~ would cause pollu~ion of..the,.marine environment~ and 
... 

( c )  I n  r e s p e c t  o f  i n s t a l l a t i o n s  o r  d e v i c e s  e n g a g e d  i n  t h e  e x p l o r a t i o n  and  ..... " 

exploitation of %he natural resources of ~he sea-bed and subsoil and 
• . .  , .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  : . . . . . . . . . . . .  ' - ~  . . . .  " . 

other i~/s~ilations or devices operating in %he mari¢le enviror~nen%~ 
• ~ . .  . . : : ..-- ~ .' 

measureS' ;f62 t he .  prevention of accidents and. %he safety of opera%ions • 

• at, sea~ a~d:. especially measures, rel a.te:.d %0 ~he design~ eguipmen%~ " '- 
. . . . .  .. ... 

• : . ~ ~ • . 

Operation and maintenar-oe of such ins.%..al!ations and devices. " ." " 
.. .--., . , . . . . ' . .  

• .. .~ : ., ;, 

5. The measures ta/cen pursuant .to these articles shall~ 
., 

• .. • . 

(a) In respect of lazy_d-based sources of pollution of the marine envirom~en%~ 
.. 

t~ce into accom_-u su.eh international s~andards as may be elaborated. 
.- . .. . . 

(b) In respect, of marine--based, sources of po!].:u%-ion of the marine enviromnent~ 
• .. 

• ,. 

conform to genera],ly accepted international standards. 
- £! ;. , :  . ,-. 

4. ' In %a/cing measures to prevent poilu~ion of the marine environmen%~ St"a%eS~:shall ' 
• .. . 

hav@ due regard to the legitimate. :uses of the marine environment and shall refriin 

from unjustifiable interference with such uses. ~ 
• ,. 

• 

7 5 ,  States sha_,l take all reasonable measures %0 abate existing marine pollution. 
,. 

.. 

Article IV 

I. Sbates shall enact and enforce the necessary regulations on inter a_ lia~ 
,,. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
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(a) any industrial or other activity which may result in pollution of the 

marine environment ~ 

(b) production~ distribution or use of materials or substances vrhich may 

cause such poliution~ 

(c) the disposal of waste into the marine envirom]ent~ : • 
• : . . - : 

(d) the compensation to be accorded to victims of such poliution~ 

(e) the steps to be taken in case of occurrences or accidents involving 
• . 

pollution of the marine environment. 

2. Every State shall ensure that enviroimnental aspects~ and in particular the steps 

which are necessary for the prevention of marine pollution, are ts/~en into account as 
• . 

.. 

a matter of the utmost importance in all planning or works done by the State or within 

its jurisdiction~ insofar as such planning or works may affect the marine enviror~nent. 

Arti cle V 

.... C-eneral .... Obligation. of Co-olPeration 

States shall co-oPerate with other States and with competent international or 
. . . • 

regional organizations in order to ts~e all possible measures to prevent, control and. 
• :~ 

minimize marine pollution on global~ regional and national levels, and to harmonize 

their efforts to this end. 
k. 

Article V.I 
.. 

E!aborat!:on o f  a .greed Rules~ SSandards .... and Fro0ed~es  
for the Prevention of Marine Pollution 

i. States shall co-operate with other States and competent interr~tional ~nd regional 

organizations with regard to the elaboration and implementation of agreed rules, 

standards and procedures fo.r the prevention-o£ marine pollution on global~ regional 

and national levels. 

2. Such co-operation shall~ inter ali~~ endeavour to establish international 

guidelines and criteria to provide the policy framework for contro! measures. 

5. A comprehensive plan for the protection of the marine environment should be 
.. 

elaborated as soon as possible and be amended and revised whenever it is deemed 

necessary. The plansha!l provide for the identification of critical polluts/%ts and ' 

their pathways and sources~ determlna~ion of exposu~e to these pollute~nts and assessment 

of the risks they pose. The plan shall lay down the measures which should be taken 

on the global~ regional or national level to prevent~ control and min~nize the risk of 

marine pO!!u%ion bysuch pollutants° 
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The plan may~ in__~ter alia~ provide for standards and guidelines for <~he methods of 

production, storage, transportation, use and destruction of materials and substances 

that create risks 0f pollution of the marine environment and standards and guidelines 

for the prevention or reduction of discharge of harmful products or wastes into the 
• . . . .  

marine environment~ including measures for the destruction~ storage and al~era%ion of 

harmful waste to avoid the risk of pollution. 

The plan shall to the exten~ possible establish and evaluate the reg%ona! and 

local variations in the effects of pollution. The plan shall take into account such 

variables including the ecology of the specific sea areas, economic and social 

conditions of the surrounding' states, mnenities, recreational facilities and other uses 

Of the seas. 

Artic I e Vl I 

Dischar~e_:of t ox&c ::and o%he~ harmful Substao:ce s 
... 

. . . .  

I. The discharge of toxic Substances • or of other substances and the release of heat, 

in such quantities or concentrations as to exceed the capacity of the environment to 

render them harmless, must be halted in order to ensure that serious or irrevers_ole 

damage is ~ not inflicted upon ecosystems. 

2. States shall use the best practicable means available to minimize the release to 

the environment of toxic or dangerous substances~ especially if they are persistent 
.. 

• . . . . . . .  

substances such as heavy J:...~:tais and org'anochloric compounds, until it has been 
. . . . . .  

demonstrated that their release will not give rise to u~_acceptable risks. 
• . . 

Article VIII 

Pollution from Land-based Sources 

!. All States are under an obligation to control, prevent and reduce such activities 

within their territory~ which directly or i.udirectly may lead to or contribute to 

pollution of the marine envirom.-.,~en%o 

2. To the extent that the territory of another State or the high seas may be 

affected by the discharge~ deposit or emission of substances or articles in any 

significant quantity from the territory of a State~ such discharge~ deposit or emission 

shall be subject to reg±s%ra%ion and licensing by the State in which the activity is 

performed. A licence shal•l not be 6~,anted Unless the authorities have found~ ,;~rith a 

reasonable degree of certainty~ that the discharge~ deposit or emission can ts/<e place 

without substantial damage 9o person~ property or natural resources in the ter~itory 

of another ~ ~e .rp o State or on high seas 
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p The rules o f  pa.rs, F~_~r:~)!~.s, 7 . .~ o . . . . .  -. a.na o f  %h i s  ~{,~±c-_e s h a l  1 a l s o  a p p l y  o a c ~ i v i - b i e s  

w h i c h  a r e  c a p a b l e  o f  c a u s i n g  ) ? o ! l u t i o n  o f  %he a i r  as t h e  p r i m a r y  e f£ec-b~ i £  s u c h  

• i , ] air pollu-uzor, may lead %o noll'~.~io:,t.of ~'te s ~ as a secondary Conseque;_~_ce, 

4- States shall exercise due diligence in. the cozr~roi of the bsrpes and quantities 

of waste which are disposed o!" tlrcough discharge systems~ or in any other, mara~er into 

inland water or into the. sea ° in order to prevent unjustified damage %o ]?ez'son~ 

properby or natural resources in the territory of another State or on %he :high seas. 

Ar ti c! e IX 
• . 

Pollution from Vessels 
. . . .  

Every Sts.te shall ests-b!ish and revise the necessary regulations and tslce all 
.. 

appropriate steps to ens<~re that all vessels flying' i-bs flag' or other crafb under its 

registry %a/ke all appropriate measures and comply with such rules which are required 

to avoid pollution. States shall ensure that vessels under their registration comply 

with in%erna%iona!l.y agreed rules and standards~ inter alia those drav.rn up by %he 

intergovernmental Maritime Consultative Organization~ relating %o ship desig~,_~ . 

cons%ruction~ equipment, operation~ maintenance and other re!evan% factors. 

Article X 

Pt!lutiom .... r esu!tinr~, from the E.~<P!0ratitn<: and. Exploitatitn of %he 
....... S oil ~ Sea-bed and ~.ubs 

!. The exploration and e%~p!oi%abion of 9he sea-bed and subsoil, within aswell as 

beyond the limits of national jurisdiction~ shall only be undertaken under the 

supervision of a State or the appropriate international authority~ and in acco-rdsmce 

with such safety regulations w!0Ach are necessary %o avoid po.llution of the marine 

environment . . . . .  ... 

2. Coastal States shall establish and revise the necessary safety reg,~.la~ions and 

ensure that adequate and appropriate resources are available to deal ,::..'ith i0ollution 

incidentsresulting from-bhe e>:ploration and exploitation of sea-bed resources ~ithin 

the limits of their national jurisdiction. 

A~%icle XI 
• . 

States shall prevent %he pol]:u9ion of the marine environment by dm::~ping o±~ 

harmful waste into the sea ~,::~ithin areas of jurisdiction and on the hi@h sesos. To this 

end they o~-~7  implement ti~e ruTes and regulations laid down in regionaT...and ~ 1 .L CJ., ..L. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

international conven t ions .  
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Article XII 

Nuclear t e r ~ ' a i s  and_other noxious " 
or hazardous Subs~ances .. 

States shall establish and enforce special regulations on the production~ 

transportation~ use and destruction of nucle.ar material~ oil, chemicals ~}d other 

noxious or hazardous substances~ .in o~der +o avoid pollution of th e sea and.d~_age 

~o person~ property or natural resources. For this pur.pose they shall co-opera.re 

with one another and with international organizations~ in particular the International 

Atomic Energy Agency and the Interg'overmlental Haritime Consultative 0rganization~ and 

take account of the guio.e_mnes and standards drawn up by such organizations 

Article XIII 

• Transfer of Pollution 

In taking measures to prevent pollution States (as well as international ... 

organizations) shall guard against . %he effect of merely transferring demage or hazard 

(directly or indirectly) from one area .to another (or from one type-of pollution to 

another) .~/ . 

Arti c! e XIV 

...... . ..... Establisbanent of Detection and 
• . 

• Ho ni~torin~ -Syst ems .......... ~.- ........ 

I. States shall, on na%ional~ regional and international levels establish detection 

and mo_nitozing systems for the control of pollutants and for the prevention and 

punis~nent of infringements of existing rules and regulations. ,. 

2. Sta.tes shall .distribute %o other States and to the interested international. 

organizations concerned available data and infomnation concerning activities 

resulting in the release of substances or other matters enda~gering . the marine 

envlronment~ the measures t~,~en to determine harmful effects and. measures sm.d 

• ] ~  " . U  • . .procedures adop~ed to ell.n.l.na~e or minimize such harmful ei'leots 

Article XV 

Env irom-_!ent ImDac% S%%ieme_ntz___Cons_ultation_~s 

~eiore any Stat~ or a p~-~son ~vi~hin. its juris_icti~n undertsfi~es an activity which 

may lead to significant alteration of the marine envirom~ent %he State shall file 

~ Text %aken~ wi th  some add i t ions~  from doo~ A/AC.I~8/SC I I I / L . ~ 9 .  
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an environmental imoac% s%ater.!enb with.-the int-crnationa], orga_~:d.zation (United i•%>,t;ions 

agency) concerned. The statement: sha].!"..Drovide all necessary infomr, a4ion %o assess 

.... /' si~a±! b~ :-~ communics.t:ed to com].0eten% in-b ..... "onal the possibi_] ity. o_I ° dams, g'e ~ a_,~,.L ~ ~ .,. er.n.a ~z 

J-- r~-.+ may ~-,-, affected If such .... ares organizations and %o o0her States w}:.~ose -¢-~%e ...... s .~ ' o ,..~ O 

• . . . 

- L ]  • • - ) , 

or organiza%~'ons so wish~ ~ne £irsi;-menZioned ;.£~s.~e shall oonsui% with :%hem bef'ore 
... 

a n y  a ] . ~ e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  em.ri:c!o~mnen% i s  u n d e r t a k e n ~  w i t h  a v i e w  t o  a v o i d  ds, ma~7'e % 6 '  

o t h e r  i n t e r e s t s  a n d  %o p r e s e r v e  %he e n v i - , ' c ~ e n - ~  a g a i n s t  p o ] . ! u t i o n .  ' : : 

" -~" XVi i r  ~.~ c ]. e 

Ob±~<.~.~t±on %o exercise effeo-bive Jurisdict{bn 

States shall~ in aooords, nce with the principles of internationa! !s~;{r~ exeQ0ise 

effective control over ares, s~ persons and ships under their jurisdic-~ion in order %o 

prevent pollution of the marine environment " " 

Article XVIi ' " 

Enforcement ~ " . 

i. States shall ensure %hat %heir national legislation provides adeguo, te sanctions 

against infringements of existing' regulations on marine pollution, 

2, States shall %si~_e a!!-".appropriate s~eps :to prevent-and p:u.miSh infringe:.,..lents of 
• , 

existing regulations on.mar~ ne pollution° .~. 

3- Flag. States sha!l~ when receiving a reporf, that an alleged infringement of rule:s 

or regulations to prevent po!lu%ion has been corm~ibted by a sl{ip under its registry~ 

%ske all appropriate steps 9o invesiigate the mat+er~ %o secure the necessary evidence 

and %o prosecute vio!ation. ~ 

The same shall app!yin relation to complaints and reports received by a.State 

in respect of marine po]_lution ai]__~.,~ed %o have been caused :%y other activities within 
• i-,( : 

its jurisdiction~ s.md which ~ s al]..eged %o ".ave harmful effec[;S or -,.~rhich in time may 
• . . . . . . 

affect the interests of other States or %hose of the mnternaf, i0nai co:,-m.~.unity, 
• . 

Artic!e XVili 

Jurisdiction and Powers of Coastal States ~/ 

' */ This article !~as not yet been dr.~ted 
.. 
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Article XIX. 
... ! 

P~..~h$ of Int ervenbio~ ~/ 

Article XX 

Liabiiit.v and Compensation . 
• ~ . " ~ ~-" • . 

I. States have the responsm.o.~Izty to ensure that ~.cozvxtzes under their jurisdiction 

or co.n%rol do not cause damage %o the mari,~e envirom°~ent of o bher Sta~es, If 

activities under the jurisdiction or con-~_ol of one .S~ate cause damage ~o areas under 

the jurisdiction of another State~ including the environment of another State, the 

first-mentioned State sha!!, in acc:ord~nce v¢ith the ..principles of international lavr~ 
• . . ., 

be internationally, liable %o the second State and .pay compensation accordingly. 

2. States have the responsibility I;o ensure that activities under their jurisdiction 

or control do not cause dm~lage to %he envirom=ent of areas beyond the .limits of 
.. 

national jurisdiction. States shall co-operate %o develop effective procedures for 

m~cing reparation or paying compensation in respect of damage to  the envirom~en-~ of 

areas beyond the limits o£ national jurisdiction. 

Article XXI 

Violations ~ t i o n s  under t]~e Cpnvention 

I. When i% is contended by a State that the conduct of another State is not in 
. . . .  -~. • . 

accordance with its obligations under the present Convention~ or that serious damage 
.. • . 

may otherwise be caused, to the marine enviromlent~ %he States concerned shall, 

together with any third State vfl~ose inberests .may be affected, enter into negot!a%ions. 

The aim of such negotiations shall be %o establish %he fact:ual situation and %o reach 

a solution in accordance with the rules of the Convention and with the need to protect 
.... 

and .preserve the marine enviromnent.. 

2. In case of violations of the obligations of the present Convention~ bhe State 
~.. 

responsible shall inmlediate!y-bake steps to put an end %o such violations and~ if 

possible~ the effecls thereof. 

~"-/ The %ex% of this ar%~cle has no% been drafted As the 1969 Convention 
relating to Intervention on the Hig$_ Seas in Cases o£ Oil Pollution Casua!.~ies will be 
subject to revision and e~rtension to.other £or;ns of marine pollution at .the 197~ iMCO 
Conference on Marine Po!!ution~ it is believed that the drafting of this article should 
be deferred until after ~.~a~ Conference~ in order that the Working Group and 
Su_bco~ni%tee III will-be able to tahe account of the results of the i])~CO Conference 
and consider the relationship of the present Convention to the IMCO Convention, 
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A "- )0[.~ I r ,.,.L o_L e 

P o w e r s  c o n f e r r e d  uioon "J ta . t e s  b y  %he ! ~ r o v i s i o n s  o f  o t h e r  Co ;2ven .b ions  

Nothing in the present "b:"~icie shall be deemed to prevent a ;:.~babe from exercising' 

'" " ~,,T.D1 O]'l s u c h  p o w e r s  v.r i th x, ega-rct. _ ~_ %0 .::~-,r,,~tec~ion . . . . . . . . .  a n d  p r e s e r v a t i o n  of" %he ~t~.arzne ~ u v i r o n m . e n t  , ~ "  

may  b e  c o n f e r r e d  u p o n  i ~  b y  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  o t h e r  c o n v e n t i o n s .  ~]or s h a l l  [ h e  

p . r e s e n t .  A r % i c ! e s  b e  i n b e r p z o e t e d  i n  s u c h  s, v.'soy s s  t o  e n t a i l  t h e  e f f e c t  o:[.- e x t e n d i n g  

j u r i s d i c t i o n  c o n f e r z - , e d  ",-. ~ S t a t  s y c o n v e  o c t:..,~o.~ e b  o t h e r  n b i o n s  t o v e r  'i;he e n f o r c e - . n e n t  o¢  

o t h e r  r u l e s  t h a n  t h o s e  ~¢hich a r e  b ind:Lng '  a c c o r d i n g '  t o  s u c h  o t h e r  c o n v e n t i o n s .  

I:', z'ticf.e XXI!I 

(Nothing' in this .~° shall @.ero@~,te from the sovereign right Of a S[;ate %0 exploit 

its own resources pursuant to its envirom_nental policies and in accordance with its 

duty to protect and prese-~,ve %he marine enviror.~qen% both in its own interests and in the 
x,- / 

interests of mankind as s. vrhoie). -w 

-"-/ Text t ~r A/J,C 1.~8/SC !il/L ~19 ~-,_en f r o m  doc  
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