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Article I
States have the obligation to protect and preserve the marine enviromment in

accordance with the provisions of this convention.—/
' Article IT -

Definition of Marine Pollution

In the present Convention pollution means the introduction by man, directly or
indirectly, into the marine environment, which aloné or together with other substances
Or energy, may’reSﬁlt'in'sﬁch-deleterious effects as harm to living resources, hazards
to human health, hindrance to marine activities, including fishing, impairment of
guality for use of sea water and reduciion of amenities. ' ‘

| | Article IIT

General obligations of States

1. States shall take all necessary measures to prevent pollution of the marine
environment from any source, using for this purpose the best practicable means in
accordance with their capabilities, individually or jointly, as appropriate,v In

particular, States shall take measures to ensure that activities under their jurisdiction
or control, do not cause damage to other States, including their environment, by -

pollution of the marine envirorment.

%/ Text taken from doc. A/AC.138/5C.IIL/L.39.
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2. . The measures taken pursuant to theSe articled shall deal with all”séﬁréés-of
pollutlognof the marine enviromient, whether lanQ9 marineg, or any other sources A
1nclud1ng rlvers, estuarles, the atmesphere, pipelines, outlfall StrquQf B8e, vesseTQf
aireraft and sea—bed installations or devices. They shall include inter allaa

(a) In respect of land-based sources of pollutlon of the marine. envlronment

measures designed o minimize the release of toxic and “harmful substances,{:i

eapecially persistent substances, into the warine environment, to he
fullest possible extent; -
(v) In respect of pollution from vessels, measures relating to the
prevention of accidents;. the safety of operations al sea, and intentional
or other discharges, including measures relating to the desizn,
equipment, operation and‘ﬁéiﬂtenance of vessels, especially of those
vessels engaged in the carriage of hazardous subétanees whose release into
" the marine énviromnens glther accidentally or through normal operation
of the vessel, would cause pollution of . the. maflne env1ronmont and
(c) In respect of installations or devices engaged in the explorailon and
exploitation of the natural resources of the sea~bed and subsoil and
.”other installations or devices operatlng'ln the marlme enviroment,
measures for the prevention of accidents and the safety of operations -
at sea, and especially measures- relaned to the design, equlpment
:='operatlon and maintenance of such 1nstallatlons and dev1ceo.
3. The measures taken pursuant to these articles shall
{a) In respect of land-based sources of pollutlon of the marine enviromus nt9
take into account such lnternatlonal utandards as may be elaborated.
(p) In respect of mavine-based gources of po“lutlon of the marine env1ronment?
conform to generally accepted lnuefaatlonal otandards o
4. In taklng meagures to prevent pollutlon of the marine env1ronmenﬁ, utatos shall
have due re gard to the legitimate uses of the marine enV1ronment and uha]l refrain’
from unjustifiable interference w1th‘such.uses.y '
5. States shall take all reasonable measures to abate exisfing marine pollution.
Articis IV - a

1. States shall enact and enforce the necessary regulations on inter alias

#/  Text taken frow doc. A/AC.1%8/50,II1I/L.39.
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(a) any industrial or other activity which may result in pollution of the
marine environment; ) o _
{b) productlon, dlsbrloutlon or uge of natefla]% or gubstances which may
cause such pollutlon, )
(c) the disposal of waste inte the marlne env1ronment
(d) the compensation to be accorded to victims of such foliutlong
(e) the steps to be taken in case of ocourrences or accidents involving
pollﬁtiom cf the marine enviromment. _ _
2. Every State shall enéure that environmental aspects, and in parficular the steps
which are necesgary for the prevention of marine pollution, are taken into account as
a matter of therutmost impértance in all planning or works done by the Sftate or within
its Jurisdiction; insofar as such plamming cor works may affect the marine environment.
A:tiole V

" Génersl Obligation of Co-operation

States shall co-o?erate'with other States and with competent intermational ox
regional organizatione in ordéf to take all possible measures to prevenit, control and
minimize marine pollﬁtion on global, regional and naticnal levels, and Yo harmonize .
their efforts to thisz end. _ .

Article VI

Elaboration of agreed Rules,‘ﬁfandards and Frocedureg
for the Prevention of Marine Pollution

1. States ghall co-operate with other States and cbmpetent international and regional

organizations with regard to the elaboration and implementation of agreed rules,
standards and procedures for the prevenmtion of marine pollution on global, regional
and national levels.

2. Such co-operation shall, inter alis, endeavour to esitsblish international
guidelines and criteria to provide the policy framework for control measures.

3. A comprehensive pian for the protection of the marine environment should be
elaborated ag soon as possible and be amended and revised whenever it is deemed
necessary. The plan shall provide for the identification of critical wollutantu and
their pathways and gources, determination of exposure to these pollutants and assegament
of the risgks they pose. The plan shall lay down the meagures which éhould be taken
on the glcbal, regional or natbtional level to prevent, control and minimize the risk of

mayine pollution by such pollutants.
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The plan may, inter zlia, provide for standards and guidelines for the methods of
production, storage, transportation, use and destruction of materials and suhgtances
that create rigks Sf'pollution of the marine enviromment and standards and guidelines
for the prevention or reduction of discharge of harmful pxoducts or wastes into the
marine environment, including measures féf'the destruction, storage and alteration of
harmful waste to avoid the risk of pellution.

The plan shall to the extent possible establish and evaluate the regional and
local variations in the eifects of pollutioum. The plan shall take inte. account such
variables including the ecology bf the specific sea areas, economic and seccial
conditicng of the surrounding states, amehities, recreational facilitiesg and other uses
of the scas. | _ ‘ '

. Article_VII

Discherge of toxic and olher harmful Substanpes

1. The discharge of toxic gubstances or of other éubstanées and the release of heat,
in such guantities or concentrations as to exceed the capacity of the énvironment:to
render them harmiess, mustrbe halted in order to ensure that serious or Ilrreversible
damagé is not inflicted upon ecosystems. '
2. States shall use the bestlpracticable means available to minimize the release to
the environment of toxic ox danéerous substances, especially if tpey are persistent
substances such as heavy métals and"dréénochlorié compounds, until it has been
demonstrated that‘their‘éeiease will not give rise to unacceptable risks.

V Article VIIT

Pollution from Land-based Sources

1 All States are under an obligation to control, prevent and reduce such activities

within their territory, which directly or indirectly may lead to or contribute to
pelivtion of the marine environment.

2. To the extent that the territory of another State or the high seas may be
affected_by the discharge, deposit or emission of substances or articles in any
significant guantity from the territory of a State, such discharge; deposit or emission
shall be subject to registration and licensing by the State in which the activisy is
performned. 4 licence ghsll not be granted unless the authorities have found, with a
reasomable degree of certainty, that the discharge, deposit or emission can take place

without substantisl damage Lo person, property or nalbural rescurces in the territory

of another State or on the high seas.
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1 and 2 of thig Article ghall also apply to activities

3. The rules of paragre

which are capable of causing poliution of the air as the primary effect, 1f such

air pollution may lead +0 nollution of {ﬂglség as o secbndafy congequence.

4, States shall exercise due diligence in the conirol of the types and quantities

of waste which are disposed of through discharge systemz, or in any other mammer into

inland water or into the sea; in order to prevent unjustified damage to person,

property or natural resources in the territory of another State or on the high seas.
Chrticle TX

Poliution from Vesgels

Bvery State snall establish and revise the necessary regulations and take all
appropriate steps to ensure that all vemsels [lying its {lag or other croft under its
registry take all apprcopriate measures and comply with such rules which are reguired
to avoid pollution. States shall ensure that vessels under their reglsiration comply
with internationally agreed rules and standards, inter alia thoge dravm up by the
Intergovernmental Maritime Congultative Organigzation, relating to ship design,
construction, eguipment, operation, maintenance and other relevant factors.

Article X

Pollution resulling from the Exploration and Bxploitation of Lhe
. Bea~bhed and Subsgoil v

1. The exploration and exploitation of the gea~bed and subsoil, within as well as
beyond the limits of national jurisdiction, shall only be undertaken under the
supervision of a State or the appropriate international authority, and in accordance
with such gsafety regulations which are necessary to avoid pollution of the marine
environment.
2. Coastal Utates ghall esﬁablish.and revige the necessary safety regulationg and
ensure that adeguate and appropriate resources are aveilable to deal with poliution
incidents resulting from the exploration and exploitation of sea~bed resources within
the 1imits of thelr national jurisdiction.

Article X1

Dumping

States shall prevent the pollution of the marine environment by dunplng of

haymful waste into the sea within areas of Jurisdiction and on the high seas. To this
end they shall implement the rules and regulations laid down in regional.and

international conventions,
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Article XIT

Nuclear Material, Oil, Chemicals and other noxiocus
or hazardous Bubstances

States shall establish and enforce special regulaticns on the producthion,
transportation, use and destrucition of nuclear materisl, oil, chemiceals agd other
noxious or hazardous substances, .in order *» avold pollufion of the sea and damage
to person, properiy or naiural resources. For this puarpose they shall co-operate
with one ancther and with international organizations, in pariicular the International
Atomic Energy Agency and ths Intergovernmental Maritime Consultative Organization, and
take account of the guidelines and standards drawn up by such organizations.

Article XITI

Transfer.of Pollution

In taking measures to prevent pollution Shates (as well as internatiomal
organizations) shall guard against the effect of merely fransferring damage or hazard
{directly or indirectly) from one.area %0 another (or from one type of pollution to
another).* |

Article XIV

Esﬁablishment‘of Detection and
. Monitoring Systems T

u g

1. States shall, on naitional, regional and international levels establish detection
and monitoring systems for the control of pollutants and for the prevention and
punishment of infringements of existing rules and regulations.
2. States shall distribule to other States and to the interested international .
organizations concerned gveilable data and information concerning activities
resulting in the release of substances or other matters endangering the marine
enviromment, the measures taken fo determise harmful effects, and measures and
procedures adopted to eliminate or minimize such harmful effecis.

Article XV

Enviromment Impact Statensnt: Consultations

Before any State or a person within its Jurisdiction undertakes an activity which

may lead to sigrnificant siteration of the marine envivonment the Siate shall file

#/  Text taken, with some additioas, from doc, A/AC.1%8/3C.IIL/I.39.
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an environmental impact
agency) concerned. e sbatement- ghell provide sll necessary informnation to assess

nunicated to conpelent internavional

the possibility of damsge, and shall be co

organizations and to cother 5L tes wacse inberests may be affected. I such wbmtes

mentioned state shall conault with then before

or Qrgapizafidﬂs 20 wish, the

any alteration of the envirprment is undertaken, with a view to avoid danage to

other interests and to pregerve the enviivernment agairst nollution. o
Article XVI

Oblization to exercise effective Jurisdictibn

bates shall, in accordence with the principles of internaticnal law, exercise

effective control over areas, persons and ships under their jurisdiction in order to
prevent pOlluTlOﬂ of the marine envirvonment. 7
rticle XVIL
Enforcement

1. States shall ensure that their national legislation provides adequate sanctions
against infringements of existing regulations on marine pollution.

2., States ghall take all appropriate steps to prevent and punisgh 1n£ﬁln eubnts of

xigting regulations on marine pollution. .
3.‘ Tlag States shall, when receiving a report ithat an allegea infringement of rules
or regulations to prevent pollution has been committed by a ship under its registry,
take all appropriate steps o investigate the matter, to secure‘the neceééary evidence

and to prosecute violation.
The same shall appiy in relation to complaints and reports received by a State

in respect of marine pollution alleged to have been caused oy obhpr activities Ulth1n

ite jurisdiction, «nd which is slleged to —ave harmfui effecag or wnlch in time nmay
affect the interests of other States or those of the interndiibnal community. '
Article XKVIIT

Jurisdiction and Powers of Coasital States

* Thig article has nou vet been drﬂfmeu.
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Article XIX _
Bight of Interventioni/

Article XX

Iighility and Compensation

1. Gtates have the responsgibllity to ensure that activities under their jurisdiction
or control do not cause damage to the mariie enviromment of other States. — IT
activities under the jurisdiction or conlrol of cne Stale cavse damage to areas under
the jurisdiction of another State, including the environment of another State, the
firgt-mentioned State ﬂhallg in accordance with the. prln01ples of international law,
be internationally 11ab1e to the seoond State and nay oomnen&atlgn aocordjngly
2. States have the responsibility to ensure that activities under their Jurisdiction
or control do not cause dauwage to the environmeni of areas beyond the limits of
national jurisdiciion. States shall co-operate to develop effective procedures for
malking reparation or paying compensation.in respect of damage to the environment of
areas beyond the limits of national jurisdiction.

Article AT

Violations of Obligations under the Convention

1. VWhen it is contended by a State that the conduct of another State is not ln
accordance with its cbligations under the present Convention, or that seflouu damage
may otherwise be caused Lo the narine environment, ithe States conqerned shall,

together with any third State whose interests may be affected, eﬁter into negotiations.
The aim of such negotiations shall be lto establish the factual situation and fo reach
a solution in accofdance with the ru;es of the Convention and with the nced fo protect
and preserve the marine envircemment. '

2. In case of vicolations of the obligations of the present Convention, the S?ate
responsible shall immediately btake steps to put an end to such viclations and, if

possible, the effects thercof.

3 The text of this article has not been drafted. As the 1969 Conveniion
relating to Intervention on the High Seas in Cases of 0Ll Pollution Casualiies will be
subject to revision and extension to other forme of marine pellution at the 1973 IMCO
Conference on Marine Pollution, it is believed thait the drafting of this article shoulid
be deferred until after that Conference; in order that the Working Groun and
Subcommittee LTI will be able t0 talie account of the resulits of the IMCO Conference
and congider the relationship of the present Convention to the IMCO Convention.
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such powers with regard fo
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ther rules than those which are binding according to such othex
Article XXIIT
from the soversign right of &

(Nothing in this ... shall derogat
- y - . | . kS i I > "
eg and in accordance witil 1tg

and in the

State to exploit

its own resources pursuant to its environmeatal polici
duty to protect and preserve the marine enviromment both in its own interest

interests of mankind as a whole).~

i/ Text taken from doc, A/AC.lES/BC,III/L¢E9.
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