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PRESERVATION OF THE MARINE ENVIRO~[Eh~ 

1. All States have a legitimate interest in preventing and controlling pollution of 

the seas in defence of the marine environment and of the health and other interests 

of their inhabitants. 

DUTIES OF STATES 

2 States shall include in their national laws the provisions necessary to prevent 

and combat marine pollution, taking into account the interests of their inhabitants 

and the level of development which they have attained. 

5. Every State undertakes to adopt and make known in good time within the limits 

of its capabilities, the measures necessary to prevent pollution of the seas through 
. . 

. .  

the introduction of substances, materials or energy which may constitute a danger to 

human health~ harm living resources, create obstacles to activities carried on at 

sea, including fishing, be detrimental to the quality of the water and its possible 

use, impair the quality of marine fishing products or affect conditions for the 

recreation and other interests of its inhabitants. 

4 states shall promote scientific research with a view to establishing the effects 

of pollutiOn on the marine environment~ including long-term consequences that may 

affect future generations . . . . . .  

5- States shall support the execution of international pro~oTammes for the 

monitoring, measurement~ sm_alysis~ evaluation and control of pollution in the marine 

environment ~ 
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6, States shall promote the free exchange of up-to-date information s:nd experience 

on pc!!ution of the marine envirorm~ent~ makin~ them available %o pk!ie r ,.o-~c.~es~ 

{d6d time sa~d; oh_ terms favo~o:cable %o the dissemination of scientific and technical 
..... . . . . . . .  

lnlowiedge of ti~e subject. 

7- States shall be responsible fox' any damage caused :%0/the marine:environment of 
.. ...; .. . . .. 

other States or %o %he internatio,~ai sea by discharges from their %err4tory~ :waters 
... ,,, ... : .. 

subject to their sovereignty and jurisdiction and vessels f!yin~ rheim ~ f!s.g.i 

RIGHTS OF TP-~ COASTAL STATE 
• :. . ., .. :... 

8 It is for the : ..... " , c o a s  ~a_L ~ % a t e  %:¢.~£:iie~i~_~..%..P./%,~/{~'::~rov~ s i o n s  : ~ . e o e s s a r y  f o r  t h e  
• , ' ,  .. : ~ .  " . L  ' : . . ; ; . ' ~  ; ] ' .  . .  . ' -  -- . .  

.............................................. 

preservation of %he marine environment within the limits of its soverei,&,,nty s~d 
. . . .  .:v./.< :...,).. '. k'J'. [  ; :~ :  " 

national jurisdiction s2ic] ~o'-~]6:~% ..... %h@-~os~ .... a'o~i~o'or4a%e measures %0 protect %he 
.. 

guality Of""%he water and ~6 c6i.%roI ....... '- ~ . . . . .  . .......... . pol.lu~ion"-.llaza~ds~ %akin~ in:~o,.:.acco~.mt, where 

relevanfi '~ he" . T" ~ " . ..... . . needs of co-ope.~a.tion~,,,zuh"OtherStates and %he r~co~e.nd.a%iens of ,.. 

international technical bodies, - ." [,... . -. 

...,.... . . . .  .'. ,. 

9- Any coastal State which is con£ron~.e.j~__.b_j<<.s: se~ious or inm.~inenb d~ger of 
. . . . . . . , .  . ~ . - . / . . . . .  

po!!iitidh~ 6r %he"%hrea~ of pollution; ar~:si.{~i~, from a~ incident, orl. :£ptm ac~s:.re!a%in~ 
• :. 

%0 an incident: in areas si%ua%eo:..~eyond ~].: " " t"~e limil;s o¢_ its sovt.reidn:.~y, s, nd national.. . 
• .. 

• .~.~ ..... jurisdiction may tsl~e the measures n'eoe.ssb.ry %0 prevent~ m~qs.te i.or,, el4~:~ina%e :%hat 

ds~.~er. " 
' ... " :,i" " ..L . ,.. 

:-. 

~ ~T  . .. , A .  • . .  • . .  INTERNATIONAL CO-OPERATIO~. 

!0, States shall promote the@stab!ishment.: o_£.regional ma, chinery~ i.n :vhi£.h t. he 
• 

cotmtries, situated within a @eographica]...a2@$,"of similar chs-z?s, cter;£s.%ics.and .],.Tiih 
..... !:ii i- • ,- .. :. " 
cofm..~lon interests are"represented~ to cen%rs:lize e.md co.-.ordina%e a-b .tha.~: level the 

• , ,  . . . . .  . , .  .. t : ! " -  
. - - . , .  . . . 

various aspects 0f ~t'he protection and p~es@rvatibn of-the marine env~ro~mnen% • 
• . . . .  , , . , , -  : . .  . . . .  . .  . ,  : - ' . " : ~ . .  

!Io States shall co-o:oers, te amon~"%-~em~e!.ves and ,,:.ribhthe competent interna~ipn.al ..... 
_ . . . , . . ,  . . . .  ~ : .  . . . . .  . . ~ , - :  : . . , : .  . , .  

• . . : • . . 

or~eonizations in ~ore~baring stud s;p-p:lyin~ z~J.les~ standards s~_d procedures de s.i:dned t.o 
• .. 

• ...- . . . .  • . . 

protect and pr'e:se'~we, the ms~rin:~ envitom~eht beyond the areas sufojecb .... %o .their ..... .. .. 

sovereizn%y and j u r i s d ~  orion • - . • • c . . . .  " .... • . .'.'.' .. :: .)..):.'"] } ..- 

.. . . -.:. ~ .: . ~_ • 

12. Sts.%es sh~i! assist One ano~h.er in any acozon taken a~ainst marine pollution~ 
• . ... 

irres-oec% ~ Ve .... ' . .  : : " O f ~  t h e  O r i , . & , ' i n  ~ 0-:~. s t i - c h  p o t - . l t t b : i o n ,  . , . -  , . . . . . . . .  -.:- . ~ .  , . .  

!~. An J.ntez~national bod~ ~ shall be estsA01ished %o centralize and co-ord:inate all 

-information relating %o the :oro%e~,zon~ nreserva~ion and control of marine -oollution 

s.nc,, to promote international co-operation. 
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,. ~ . L ~  I This bod.~ shall • (a) es%ab!ish s, ~.ystem of wau~n',~eeping~ mon.itorin.g~ me&suremen%~ 

analysis and evaluation~ a% the world level in. all matters relating %0 +he 

protection.~ prevention, and control of marine pol!u%ion, in areas not subject %o the 

sovereignty sm.d jurisc].iction, of coastal S-bates~ (b) recommend in good time sm.y 

measures that should be adopted for the prevention,,, control and elimination, of 

marine, pollution~ (c) publish ~ at±as of marine pollution containing such 

information as may be available on. hydrobiological species existing in marine areas 

affected by. short-term pollu tion.~ al.lc] maps ai~d charts in.dicating the c~_e£ 
. . . .  .. 

oceanographic characteristics of the various areas:, such as currents~ winds~ rocks~ 

etc.~ (d) issue annual reports announcin.g the results of surveysand e%aluations 
• .. 

concerning %he main.aspects of marine pollution anld concerning systems and measures 
.. ,. : . 

• .. . . 

for combating it~ (e) promote the conclusion, of in.tern.ational agreemen.%s a% the 
.. 

• . 

world and region.al levels on. scien.%ific~ tecL~._ca], sm.d legal matters relating to 

pollution, of the marine environmen.t~ (f) keep up to date the schedule Of 
• . 

pollu tan.is referred to in. paragraph 14. 

COI'4P~}~TTARY STAKDARDS /~ }~ASU~S 
.. 

14. An international ban. shall be place¢! on. %he discharge into %he sea of waste 

containing subs%an.ces,~ materials or e:o.ergy whose toxic effects on. the marine 
: .;. b 

e~.vironmen.% are duly proven, and which appear in the ann.exed schedule No. !. 
.. 

• . 

15. The coastal State shall prohibit the discharge into waters subject %o its 

sovereignty and jurisdiction of waste con.%ainin.g substauces~ materials or en.erg3r 
• . : .  

whose toxic effects on. the marine enviroi~men.t are duly proven, and which appear 

in the annexed schedule i,~o. 2~ save in. special circumstan.ces~ in. which the specific 

permission, of that State shall be required. 

16. States shall apply penalties for the discharge of waste by their n.a%ionals into 

the international sea or by a1~..y person, in. areas subject %o their sovereiga0.ty ~o.d 

jurisdic rich. 

17. States shall supply the in.ternation.al body with statistics on the production 

an.d use of toxic or dan.gerous substs_n.ces which may constitute pollutants of the 

marine environmen.t~ especially if they are persistent. 

18o States shall for statistical purposes co~_mmnicate to the international body~ 

in. accordance with an. es%ab!ished procedure~ particulars of the n.a%ure an.d volume 

of the substsm.ces and materials for whose discharge they have given permission.~. 

together with the dates~ places and the methods used. 
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19. Ships shall be under an o bligs, tion to transmit to the competent authority of the 

coastal State all possible information concerning any incident or action ~.g~ich 

arouses suspicion that the marine environment is being polluted in the waters subject 

to its sovereignty and jurisdiction. 

20. Ships shall be under the s?~me obligation to the international body to be 

estaolzsh~e~ in the case of incidents or a~tions occurring in the interns, tional sea. 

21. States shall continuously evaluate the state of pollution in their waters with 

a view to determining the degree of such pollution~ the pollutants that exist stud 

the distribution and possible sources thereof. 

22. States shall adopt suitable systems of monitoring~ measurement~ evaluation~ 

analysis and control of the consequences of pollution in the marine environment~ 

taking ~nto account for that purpose the applicability~ in each oase~ of 

internationally recognized provisions. 

23. States shall lay down standards of water quality concerning the uses of water 

and the areas where it is located~ taking into account the different geographical, 

ecological, social :and economic conditions Prevailing in each region. 

24. ~easures taken by the coastal State to protect and preserve the marine 

environment from pollution shall not be such as to transfer thee effects of Such 

pollution from one area to another. 
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