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1 have the henour to inform you that the Working Group of Marine Scientific
Research and Pransfer of Technology (Working Group 3 of Sub-Committes III), established
on 5 April 1973, in New Yoik, held 10 meetings during the current session.

In accordance with its terms of reference, the Working Group discussed the propesals
formally submitted to Sub-Committee IIT in documents A/AC.138/SC.III/L.18, 23, 3L, 341’
42, 44 and 45. Its discussions covered the definition and objectives of marine

N
sclentific research, the conduct and promotion of marine scientific resesrch, and the
prereguisites for the conduct of such research. It was not possible for the Working Group
to initiate consideration of the gquestion of the transfer of technology.

At its first meeling during the current session, the Working Group decided to
establish informal consultations which were open to participation by all delegations.
These informal consultations produced & number of texts which are attached 3o this note.
These texts were drafted on the basis of the sbove-mentioned proposals and of comments
and suggesbions by delegations in the Working Group.

Due to lack of time, it was not possible for the Working Group and its informal
consultations to consider 211 the draft articles contained in the proposals submitted
te Sub-Committee IIIE{ Also, there was no opportunity for the Working Group to review
the texts attached to this note.

The Working Group, heving taken note of the attached texts, authorized me to iuform

you and dub-Committee IIL of the work it has achieved in carvying out its mendate.

1/ and 2/ The Working Cr also referred to relevant texts in i/ﬁO.lEB/SC.II/L028
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ANNEX
WG, 3/Paper Wo.d

"Definition and Obiectives of Marine Scieptific Resecarch

Merine soientific rescarch is any study and related experimental wouik,
sncluding industrial exploration and other activities aimed at the direct.
exploitation of marine resources, designed to increase mankims scientific

o3/ 4 5

(The informal drafting group hed decided to postpone the drafting of any further

knowledge of thoe marine cmviromnent and conducted for peaceful purpose

text dealing with objeotivos.)

The following nltormative texhs were coresd withowt prejudice to their ploce in

the crder of the droft arbiclos:

"Marine scientific research : "Marine scientific regearci
as such shall not fomm the & ag such shall not form the
legal basis for any claims of legal basis for any claim
exploitation rights or any Ol toe any part of the marine
otherlrights in areas beyond environment-~ or its

the limits of national regourceg.”

Jurisdiction.” N

WG. 3/Paper No.5
Conduct and promotion of marine scientific romeasch

A, "1. Subject to the rights of coastal States [and of the Intemational

futhority | [OR] [and subject to the régime of the international seabed ureaj“és
provided for in this Convention, all States,. dirrespective of their geographical
location, as well ag apnropriate internationsl organizafionnghave‘the right [OR
the right of frecdom ™ to conduct marine scientific research ond other research

activities in the marine enviromment.

3/ The view was expressed by some delegntions that this definition was acceptable
provided that another article in the Convention rocognizes the fact that scientific
research wmay provide o basils for industrial and commercinl advantage.

é/ Some delegations werc of the opinion thet an artlicle on definitions was not
necegsary and that the articles to be drafited on the cobligotions of States would
indireetly, out clearly, establish the meaning intended. "

Q/ Some delegations consi

dored thet it would be desirable Ho inelude a definition
of the term "ovarine onviconpmentd” )

o

&

env 1ron-

6/ The view was exvressed thot the refercnce to "any poart of the marin
national

-

ment" should not prejudice the rights of the ceoastal State within its zrea o
Jurisdiction.

o
£
L

Z/ Some delegations were oppoged to the use of the words"or the right of frecdown”
in thig text and congidercd them superfluous,
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2. otates shall promote co~operative marine scientific programmes Saking

into particular congideration the interests and needs of developing

oomtrlcskng./ﬁ/ ;-__O_,/ .,];;!‘../

- R .
B. “"Subject to the righte of coagbtal States, Btates whether coastal or land-
locked shsll co~operamte in the promotion of scientific research end investigetion

in ﬁhé:ﬁarine envivonment, as provided for in this Convention, in ean. oxderly and
fatioﬁal manner,'taking into account the infersste of the international commanity,
particularly the interests and needs of devaloping countries1”£g/ ;é/ ;é/
OR
. C "Seientific resesrch in the sea being egsentlal to an understanding of global
environment, the preservation and enhancement of the ses and its rational and
effective useg_States'Shall promote and facilitate the development and conduct of
all'scientific research in the sea for the benefit of the international community.
AlL States, ifrespective of geographic‘location, agz well as sppropriate
internationai organizations may engage in scientific research in the sea,
reﬂogﬁlulng the righte and interests of the international community and coastal
States, particularly the interests and needs of developing countries, as provided

for in this Convention." : ' N

8/ L view was cxpress ed that this draft article should have included o reference
to physiedl and juridical persons as also having the right to conduct scientific research
in the marine environment. : _
9/ Some délegations took the view that texte & and B are not alternatives but
complencntary. ' o
_ ;Q/ Some delegations sxpressed the view that texts L and B are not complement 'y
but Teal alternative“. ’
11/ Sone dclmﬂ Liong éxpre
"mubject to the rights of coaste
Ho thc irherent rights of Statau.

d Llf 1ew that it was premature Lo include the words
i the above texts. since 1t may be prejudicial

12/ Sce footnote 9/.
13/ See footnote 10/.
14/ See footnote 11/,
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"Subject to the rights of ccastal States, States, as well ag the competoent
international organizations, may promote and conduct scientific resgearch in the
marine envirenment, taking inte account all relevant factors, including the
interests of th2 international communitv and particularily those of the developing
cownttries, as provided for in this Convention.”lé/

OR

"All States, irrespective of their geographical location,; as well as
international orgenizations, szhall enjoy'on a bagis of sguality and without
any discrimination the vight of freedom to conduct scientific research in the
world ocean.

"The term 'world ocean! as used in this Convention covers all ccean space,
the sea~bed and the gsubsoll thereof, with the exception of internal and

territorial waters and the bed and subsoil of the continental shelf.”lé/

15/ See footnote 11/
16/ See footnote l/
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