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No-be bff the Chairman of Workin~g__qz~o~_~_~w~dressed ~o $he Chai~,~an 
o f  S u b - C o n ~ i t t e e  I I I  

I have %he honour %o infozml you %hat the Working Group of Harine Scientific 

Research and Transfer of Technology (Worn'king Group 3 of Sub-Colm~ittee IiI)~ established 

on 5 April 1973~ i n New Yol~k, held I0 meetings during the current session. 

In accordance with its %exams of reference~ ~she Working Group discussed the proposals 

foxmally submitted to Sub-Commit~ee IIl in £oc~ments A/AC°!38/SC. III/L.18~ 23, 3i~ 341~ 

42~ 44 and 45- l%s discussions covered the definition and objectives of marine 
k 

scientific research~ the conduoo~ ' and promotion of marine scientific research~ ~nd the 

prerequisites for the conduct of such research. It was not possible for the Working Group 

%o initiate consideration of the question of the transfer of technology. 

At its first meeting during the current session~ %he Working Group decided to 

establish infolm~al consultations ~:gmich were open %o .~0o~r0icipation~ ~ bv~ all delegations. 

These infozm~al consultations produced a number of texSs which are a~tached to this note. 

These texts were drafted on the basis of the above-mentioned proposals and of oo~rments 

and suggestions by delegations in the Working Group. 

Due to lack of %ime~ i-t was not possible for the Working Gro~3@ and its infom~al 

consultations to consider all %he draf-~ articles contained in the proposals submitted 

to Sub-Co~mmittee III 2~. Also~ -there was no opportunity for the Womking Group to review 

the texts attached to this note. 

The ~'ro-~:~n,. ~±-_g Grou~_ ~ havin~ taken note of the attached t~'~s~ .... authorized me to inform 

you ar, d ~ ~ ' ' -,- ouo-Colmn~-~~ tee lli of the work ii; has achieved in car~ring ou0 it~,~ mandate. 

£ ~ d  y ','~-~: ,: W o ~ - k ~  G~o~p ~ l ~ o  ~o-,-o~.~.~~ -~ -~o ~o~l~ ._-~  ~ - ~  i~,' ~ - -  ~v*~.13/':" 8 / s o .  i i / ~ o  28 
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]':iC..5/P___o_.~__e~-~o.e r No. 4 . . . . . . . . . .  .. 

"Def~n~t~-on_~.nd O b j e c t i v e s  o f  Mar ine.  S c i e n t i f i c  Research 
. . . .  . 

• I ~ " ~ " re Me.rine scme_a~.~-mc search 48 any study and re!~ted experimen%s.l work~ 

-excluding industrial exploration and ot.1:-er activities aimed s.t the direct. 

exploit~%ion of ms.rine resources~ designed to increase manki!~s scien%ific 

(The inf0mual d z4s]fting" group had decided to pos-bpone %he drafting of any further 

text dealing with objectives.) 

The following. ~- , -  , " o.!~o~m,.'...~.ti,~,'-.. ~C.,x'~,~ w , ~ r e  c . c r e e d  wi-~-.:usu-~, "orejudice t c -  their plc~ce i n  

4-'t . . . . . .  7 . .  

~..'e ,,._,-~ .... z '  of " t h e  draft a~f, ic!es: 

"Me.fine scientific research 

as such shall not form the 

legal be.sis for any claims of 

exploitation rights or any 

other rights in areas beyond 

the limi'ts of natione,]l 

jurisdiction. " 

A. 

OR 

"Marine scientific research 

as such shall not form the 
.. 

legal basis for any claim 

m~_ ~n~ %0 any ps, rt of - b h e .  ~ o-~" 
. , . . .  

resou.rces." 

Condt~_. ct andpromotion of marine scientific research 

"I. Subject %o the rights of coastal States [and of the International 

provided for in this Convention; all States,.irrespective of %heir geographical 

loca%ion~ as well as appropriate interna%ious~l organizations~have the right [OR 

] 2 /  ' 
• . . 

the right of freedom to conduct marine scientific research and other resezz~h 

activities in the marine em, ironment, 

~;u  v i e w  was exp:~essed by some de_eg,suions %hwt t h i s  d e f i n i t i o n  was a c c e p t a b l e  
p r o v i d e d  t h a t  a n o t h e r  a r t i c l e  i n  t he  C o n v e n t i o n  - recognizes the  f a c t  %hat s c i e n t i f i c  
researct~ ms,y p r o v i d e  a b a s i s  f o r  i n d u s t r i e ~ l  and coLm~ercio.3_ advan tage , .  

4 /  Some d e l e g a t i o n s  w e r e  o f  the  o p i n i o n  t h a t  an L r t . i c l e  on d e f i n i t i o n s  was _cot 
necessa~j and-~haB the articles to be drafted on the obligations of Sto~tes would. 
indirectly but clearly~ ,-~o, blish the meaning i.~tended ..... 

5_/ Some delegations considered that it would be desirable ..... %o include a definition 
of the term "::::crime enviroz~ent". 

6/ The_-.- view was exp-nessed_ %he,b the reference Go "any o.~art of thG marine environ- 
merit" should not i~rejudic~ the rights of t ~---~ .L~u coastal Ste, te within its area, of nationo, l 
jurisdiction° 

7_/ Some delegaL.ions ~ were opposed_ to .L.~he. usc~_ ofthe words"or the rzgh~," J- of freedom" 
in this text and. considered :chem superfluous, 
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2. States shall promote co-operative marine scientific progr~m:.,nes %sking 

into particular consideration %he interests and needs of developing 

o o , , U  
, . , 

. . . . .  . . 

. . . . _  . . . . . . .  . .  . . . o ~  . .. . .  . ,  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  • , 
. . . .  _ . • 

" '"Subjec% ~O %he ",°-"~' al Sta~es~ ~--'~ rzsh~,~ of.coast Stances whether cons%a! .or land-- 
. 

locked shall co-op~ra%e,, in. ~he ".-$ z-omo.~cion,, of. scientific, research__ s_ud~ .invos%iga-bion~ .. 
• .. . 

.. in themarine environmen%~ s,s provided for in this Conventi.on~ in s:a.oz'deriy and 
• . 

. . . . . . .  • 

rations~l manmer~ taking into acco%mt the interests of the in~erna~ional co~tuaity~ 

or m/_:CJ 

OR 
• . 

• . . _ . . 1 _  • c p  . • -'"Sc:~e~itifib research in the. sea b..eing essential to an ~d.ersuandzng of ~,lobal 

environmen~ the preservation and enhancemen~ of th..e., se..s, and £%s .rational and 

effective use~ States shall promote and facilitate %he developmen~ and c.onduc~ of 

a l l  s c i e n t i f i c  r e s e a r c h  i n  t h e  s e a  £ o r l - l : h e  b e n e f i - t :  o f  t h e  i n % e ] . ~ a t : i o n a l  c o ! ~ u n i - e y .  

All S%ates~ irrespective of geographic looa.~ion~ as well as s©propria~e 

in%ernationai organiza-~ions ~-~scd- engage in scien~zzm~ research in the sea~ 
t 

• - .  , . 

reco~iiz~ng the : r igh~s and in~erests o~f She international c ormauni%y and coastal 
.. 

States~ particularly the interests anc~ needs of developing coun~ries~ as provided 

for in this Convention " • ~ k_. 

• . .  

: .- : . , .  . .  

. : . .  

• . 
• . . 

• . 

8/ .'~""view was e]epressed ~b o~-o_~0 this draft article should, have included a reference 
to pl~ysi.o~.l and juridioai persons s~. also having the rzoh~ to conduct sc:ien%ific research 

• . 

in $he marine environnen-h, 

Some iS.legations took the view %hs:t texts A and B are no% alternatives but 
c crop I enen.t ants, " 

lOj Some delegations e~cp-f~essod the view %hat %ex%s ill and 9 are not cor_plemen$soz~y 
. . . . .  . ,....... . . . . . .  

but real s.lt ernativ e s. ' 

Some delc~.~,;- ~. " o zon.o expre seal the view that _i..b w~s premature.~o include ~he words . ~ ,  c . ~ , . ~ ,  , ,  ~. .J  ~ o . , l _  . 
. 

..'TI, C ' + -  : , ' m "  ~T~ "suloject t.o the rights of co .... h~.~l S~ate ~-'' in the above ~e:~%s since i.~ may be prejudio±al 
~ J _  j_ %o ~he i~2~erent rigb_~.s, of S0-~0es, 

. ~  S<;,-G ~ ' o o ~ n o ~ o  9 / ,  

7 zt/ Seo ~'oo~'_,'.~.ot, e_ llj 
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OR 

"Subjec$ to the rights of coastal S[ates~ Sta~es~ as well as She competenJ~ 

in[erna$ional organizations~ ms~y promo-~e an~ conduc~ scientific research in fihe 

marine envirorm~ent.~ ~aking in$o a,ocoun-~ all relevant factors9 including ~.he 

in~eresSs o£ tl~-~ international co~.!wai~,~r and_ part, icularly ~hose of ~he developing 

cot~r~ries~ as provided for in this Convention. ''±-b~/ 

OR 

"All States~ irrespective of ~heir geogre@hical loca~ion~ as well as 

in+~e~a~ional orgs, niza$ions~ shall enjoy on a basis o£ equaliSy -~nd withou~ 

~ny discrimina$ion -l:he right o£ £r.eedom $o conduc$ scienti£ic research in the 

world ocean. 

"The term l world ocean' s.s used in Shis Convention covers all ocean space~ 

She sea-bed and the subsoil Shereof~ with She excep$ion of' internal and 

terri¢orial wa~ers ~nd She bed and subsoil o£ the con~inent~l shel£, ''~-jg/ 

!_i /  See f o o t n o t e  ilL/'. 
See roo  no e 1_/ 
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