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CON~NTION 
~FOR THE P~EVENT~ON OF I ~ A R ~  POLL][Y~LON 

BI( DU~Ii%G FROM $ ~ ~ S  AND AIRCEAFT 

Si~_~ed at: O>lo.~Norwa~ on 15 February 19~ 

Cireula__ ted in accordance with the request made at the 16th meetin~ 
of Sub-Committee III 

The Contrach~g Pa~t~es 

RECOGNIZING tha t  the marine environment and the living 
r e ~ u r c e s  which it ,sUVPOrtS are of v i t a l  importance .to all nations;  

MINDFUL tha t  t~he ecological equil,ibrium ~nd the legitima, te 
uses of ~he sea are ,increasingly threatened by pollu,~on; 

RECOGNIZING tha t  concerted action by Governments at  nation- 
al, regional and global levels is essential to prevent and combat 
maV.'ne pollution; 

NOTING that  this pollution ha~ many sources, i~cluding dumping 
from ships and aircra~.:t and discharges through rivers, e~uaries ,  
ou¢£alls and pipelines within national jurisdiction, tha t  .it ~.s impor tant  
tha t  s ta tes  use the best pract icable-means ~o prevent  ,such pollution, 
amd tha t  products and processes which will min:imize the amount of 
harmful  waste requiring disposal should be developed; 

BEING CONVINCED tha t  internatio.nal action to control the 
pollution of the :sea by Che dumping of ha,rmful substances from ships 
and a i rcraf t  can and should be Caken without delay, but  tha t  this 
action ,should not preclude discu,ssion of measures to con.trQ1 other  
sources of marinepollutio:n as .soon as possible; 

CONSIDERING tha t  the s ta tes  bordering the North-E~st  A,tlan- 
tic have a part icular  responsibili ty to protect  the waters  of this 
region; 

HAVE AGREED a,s follows: 

Article 1. 

The Contrac: .ring P.a~. ties pledge Chemselves to take all possible 
s teps  to preven~ the poll.ution o~ the sea by substances tha t  are 
liable to create hazards to human health, t o  harm living, reso,urces 
and marine life, to damage ameni t ies  or to interfere  with other  
legit imate uses of the .sea. 

Article 2. 

The area to which this Convention applies shall be the high seas 
and-~he terri:~orial .sea which are si tuated 

a) witbA'n those par t s  of the  Atlantic and Arctic Oceans and their  
dependent seas which lie norC.h of 36 ° north  lat i tude and. 
between 42 ° west longitude a.nd 51° e~st lon~.t~de, but  excluding 

(i) ¢'he Baltic Sea and Bel~s lying to the ~outh and eas t  of 
lines drawn 5rom Hs~senore Head to Gm.'ben Point, f rom 
Korshage to Spodsbierg and from Gilbierg Head to the 
Kullen, and 

(it) the Meditei:ra~ean Sea .a~d i~s dependent.. ~sea,~ a.s far  as the 
point of ,intersection o.~ the parallel of 36 ° north lati tude 
and :the .~er.id, ian of 5o36 , west longit.ude. 
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b) within t h a t  pa r t  of the  A.tlan.tic Ocean nor th  of 59 ° nor th  
l ~ i t u d e  and between 44 ° west  longitude and 42 ° west  longitude. 

Article 3. 

The Con,tracting Par t i e s  agree  to apply 'the measures  which they  
adopt  i,n such a way  as to prevent  the  diversion of d ,u~n:pdng of 
ha  rn~u l  subs tances  in to  se~s outside the area to which th,i,s Conven- 
t ion apphes.  

Art.i.c!e 4. 

The C~>n!racti~g Pa r t i e s  shall  harmonize  their  policies and intro- 
duce, iudividually ~nd in common, measures  to prevent  .the pollution 
of the  ~sea by dumlMng by  or f rom ships and ~ircr~ft. 

Art icle 5. 
The 5umping  of the  subs tances  .li, st, ed in Annex I to thi,s Con- 

vent ion is proh,ibi¢ed. 

Article 6. 

No waste  conta in ing  such quan,ti'ties of ~he ,substance~ and 
material,s li,sted .in Annex  II  ,to th, i~s Convention a~ the  Commi.ssion 
establ,ished ,under the  provis ions  of Article 16, here inaf te r  re fe r red  to 
as <<¢h.e Commission>>, shall  define ~s sign.ificant, .shall be dtunped 
wi thout  a ~pecific pe,-uni't in each c~se f rom the appropr ia te  nat ional  
au thor i ty  o r  authori t ies .  When such permi¢.s a re  i~sued, the  pro- 
vi,sion;s o:f Annexes  II  and I I I  to th is  Convention shall  be a:pplied. 

Article 7. 

No ,substance or  mate r i a l  shall  ,be dumped withou¢ the~approval  
of the  appropri, ate na¢ional au thor i ty  or authori t ies.  W h e n s u c h  
approval  ~:s granted,  the  prvv;isions of Annex III  to, this  Convention 
shall  :be a.ppMed. 

Article 8. 

1) The provisions of Art icles  5, 6 and 7 shall not  apply in case 
of force ma jeure  ¢}ue to .stress of  wea the r  or  ,any o ther  cau, se when 
the  s a fe ty  of  huma,n .life o r  of a ,ship or  a i rcraf t  i~s threa tened.  Such 
4umping  ,sh~ll immed, ia te ly ,be r epor ted  ¢o the Commi:ssion, t oge the r  
with full deta i ls  of  .the c i rcumstances  and of the na ture  and quan¢ities 
of the  ,substances and ma te r i a l s  dumped. 

2) The provisio.~s of Art icle 5 shal l  not ,apply w h e r e  these  
su'bstances occur ~s t race  contaznina:nts in w~ste to which ,they have 
not  been added for  the  purpose  of being dumped. However,  such 
dumping shall  remain  subject  to Articles 6 and 7. 

Article 9. 

I f  a Con t r ac t i ng  P a r t y  in an emergency  considers t ha t  a sub- 
stance l isted in Annex I to th i s  Conven.tio._u cannot be disposed of on 
land ~ i t h o u t  unacceptable  danger  or  damage,  the  Contrac t ing  P a r t y  
concerned shall  fo r thwi th  consult  the  Commission. The Commission 
shall  recommend meth.od~s of s to rage  or the  most  sa t i s fac tory  means  
of des t ruct ion or disposal  u.nder the prevai l ing circmn.st~nces. The 
Cont rac t ing  P a r t y  shal l  .inf, o~nn the  Commission of the  ,steps adopted 
in pursuance  of  i ts  recommendat ion .  The Contrac t ing  Par t ies  pledge 
themselves  to ass is t  one ano the r  in such si tuations.  



Article 1.0. 

The compo,si!-io, n of tt, e wa, ste shall  be a, scertM.r~.ed by the appro- 
p~is:~e ,national autho~,ity ~r a.uthor}ti~ in acc,orda;nce wJ.,th ~he pro- 
-¢i,~io,~s o~ z%.m~e~ Ill ~.o th is  "" . . . . . . .  "~ ... ... ~ ,~,o~wn.~,un befOre a.ny .~e~.~:~t or a.pproval 
f0r  the ~ • ~-. :" ,~ ~m.,.npm~, of wa,~t-e a.t ...sea. i,s ~...s,sued° 

Article Iio 
",~ 

Each. ()ontr'actir~g" Party ~.h.all k,--eo~., and ~ran,,~.n:(~t .......... to  the Com- 
m.i~io:a, a.eco.vdJng to a ~s~:a.udard pro,~edure, ~ec-oz~:e of  ~.he na tu re  
~nd the  qua, nt.[~ies .of the ,sr~b,stances aud m.aterials dumped under  
per~fi.ts or approva ls  i,s.sued by that Con~racth,_.g Par ty ,  and of the 
dates, places and  method:s of d.umping. 

Ar~ic!e 12. 

T.he ~ ~ " " Con,t-ractmg Pa r t i e s  agr~.e to es tabl ish  co.m~lementary or 
jo.~n~ progrs.n~.mes of scientific a;nd Cechn,icaI ~esearch, including 
research  .on a l t e rna t ive  me thods  of d,i,sposal of harmfu.1 ,substances, 
and to ~;r~n,srait to .each other the irdorma~.io~. ,so obtained, In doing 
so they v¢ill have regard to the work Carried out by the appropriate 
international o:rg'a~a, ization,s and agencies. 

Article ].3. 
The C o n t r a c ~ n g  P~r~ies ag ree  t,o in:stitute, i n co-opera%ion with 

approp~ia4.e ~:telm~tion~! orga.u~zation.~ a:nd .agencies, complemental.w 
or join~ p r o g r a m m e e  fo r  mon,itoring ~the di~.tr]bution and  effects  of 
pollutant)s in the  a rea  .to which thi, s ~' ~ ~" ," ,_,(m_~ e.~,,aon a.ppI'ies. 

Article 14. 

The Cbnt rac t ing  P~r~:ies pledge th.er~se!ves ~o pl~ome~e, wi.thin 
the co.~pet, ent  specialized agencies and o the r  ,int~na~J, onal bodi~% 
measu res  concern,ing the  pro. tect ion of. the  mar ine  env i ronment  
aga ins t  !~ollu~.ion cams"~, by  oil and oily wa,stes, o,ther noxious  or 
haza.rdo:us ca, r'g~oe~, a:nd radioact ive  material,s. 

A~.icle 15. 
!) Each  Con¢.racting P a r t y  un.der~a.kes to en,sure compliance with 

the prov~,sion, s o~ .thi~ C~,nvenHon" 

e) by ships a~d a i r c r a f t  reg is te red  in its ten~,i~o~ "" 

b) by ships  and  ~. 'rcraft loading in ~,ts t e r r i t o ry  t he  subs tances  and 
ma.terials wh:ich a re  to be dumped;  

c) by  sh:ips and  aircraf, t believed to be engaged  in dumping  within 
:it, s ~erritoria! ~ea. 

2) Each  Cont rac t ing  P a r t y  ,uaderts~kes .to ~ssue in,stru~tion.s to 
i ts  marl, t ime ,i.u,s.pection vesse!,s and a i rcraf t  and .to o~her appropr ia te  
services .to r epor t  ~.o i t s  au thor i t ies  any i~ci.den.ts or  con.ditio,~s on 
the  h igh  ~.-e~s which give r ise  to su,spicion, s t h a t  dumping  ,in contra-  
vent ion of the  provis ions  of the  present  Convent ion has  occurred or 
is ,~bout .to occur. Tha,t Contracti,ng P a r t y  shall, .if ,it considers  it  
appropria~.e, r epo r t  accordingly  ,to any o ther  Con t rac t ing  P a r t y  
concerned. 

3) Each Con.tracGng Party :shall ~ake ,in its territory appro,prL 
ate .measures to prevent and p un~,sh conduct ,~n contravention of the 
provi,sion,s of %IHs Co.nvention. 

4) The Cont rac t ing  Pa~:i,es under take  ~o assi, s t  one a~aother as: 
a ppropr.iate .~n deal ing  wi th  pollution ,incident, s involving dumping  ~t 



~ a ,  sad  to' excha.nge inf.ormat.i:o~. 0.n ~nethod~s of dealing with such 

5) The Cxmtractin, g }:~a~i~s fu r the r  agree 'i~o work toge.ther i,n 
the developmen~t of co-operative procedures for the a.pplica~don of the 
Conven'bion, part.iculariy on the high ,se~s. 

6) Noth'ing ~n th is  Con~emtion shall  abridge soverMgn immunity  
to wtgch certain v e~s.ei~ are  ent,i,tled under  ~uternationa] law, 

A.vtic!e 16. 

A Commission, made up 0£ representai;ives of each of the Con- 
• trae'ting Pa~ ies ,  i:s hereby e~t~blished. The Comm~,s.sion ~hall meet  
~t regu la r  .in~er~ca~s aud at  any t ime when, due ~o special circum- 
stances, ,~ i:s ~ decided i.n accordance with the Rules of Procedure, 

Article 17. 

I¢ shall ,be the d, uty o~ the  Com_mi:ssion: 
a) To exercise overall ,supervision .over the  imple,_.nent~tio:n o,f this 

Co:nvention; 
b) To receive and consider the  records of permits  and approval,s 

,issued .and of dumping which 'hr~s taken place, ~s provided for 
-~n Ar~,icles 8, 9 a;nd 11 of ~hi.s Co.nven~.'on, and to define ~he 
sta.ndard procedure to ,be adopted for  this purpo:se; 

c) To re-dew general ly "~he condit.ion of  .the ~ea~s within the  area  
~o whi.'ch .~h.is Couvention ~pplies, the efficacy of the control 
measures  being ,adopted.., and .the need f o r  any additional or 
,different measures ;  

d) To keep under review ehe contents  of the ikrmexes to this  
Convention, and to recommend such amendments ,  addit ions or 
deleti.ons as may  be agreed;  

e) To .cli:scharge ,such o ther  ,functions ~s may be appropriate  und.er 
ehe te rms  of thi, s Co,nventi'on. 

Article 18. 

1) The Commission .shall d raw up i ts  own Rules .of Procedure 
which shall  'be adopted .by unanimou.s vote. The Government  of Nor- 
way shal l  call the  f~irst mee t ing  of ,the Commission ~s soon as 
pract.icable a~ter the  coming into force of thi, s Convention. 

2) Recormnendations for  modificat ion of ¢he Annexes to thi..s 
Convention in ,accordance wi,th Article 17 (d) ;shall 'be adopted by 
a unanimous vote .in the  Commission, and ,the modifications con- 
,¢ained therein  shall  en ter  into .force a f t e r  unan,~mou.s approva l  by 
the Governmen,~s of the Contract ing Part ies .  

Article 19. 

For  the purpose of this  Convention: 
1) <<Dumping>> means ariy deliberate, disposal of substances and 

material.s .into the  ,sea by or f rom ships or  a i rcraf t  o ther  ~han: 
t 

a) ,any di:scharge inciden'~al to or derived f rom the normal  operat ion 
of ships ,and a i rc ra f t  a.nd thei r  equ:ipment; 

b) the  placing of  substances and mater ia l s  for  a purpose o ther  
than the  mere di'sposaI ~hereof, ,if no + , cont rary  :to the a im of 
this  Convention. 
2) ¢Ships and Mrcraft>> m e a l ~  ~.ea-going vessels and air-borne 

c r ~ t  of any t~@e wha~soever. Tb£u expres.sion ~ncl.udes air-cushion 
craft ,  f loat ing craf t  whether  self-propelled or not, and fixed or float- 
ing pl, atform.s, 



Ax~icle 20. 
Thi.s C~nventio~. ,shall be op.en z.~r s~gnature at Oslo until 15th 

Auglxst 1972 by the S t a t e s  invi:ted to part icipate 'in the Conference 
on Marine Pollution, held there  ~rom 19th to 22nd October, 197;~° 

A~dcle 21. 

This Convention shall be subject  to ra, t~fication. The ~,nstr~ments 
of rat if icat ion ,shall be deposited wi th  the Government of Norway. 

,4.rt.icle 22. 

This Convention ,shall be open for  acce,~sion by any State referred 
to i.n .&rticle 20. The Contract ing Par t ies  may ~uuanimou.sly invite 
other  States  to accede to ' the Convention. The i n~ru.menbs of 
accesaion ~hall be depo,sited with the  Government of Norway. 

Article 23. 

1) This Conven~io,n shall enter  into force on the .th.irtieth day 
folloWing ~h.e date o,2 deposit  of the seventh ins t rument  of ratification 
or accession. 

2) For  each State ra t i fy ing  or acceding to the  Conven,tio,n af ter  
the deposit  of ~he seventh .instrument of ra~tif, ication or  accession, 
the Convention shall enter  i,n,to ~orce on the th i r t ie th  day af ter  
deposit by such State o f  i ts .instrument of ratif, ication or  accession. 

Article 24. 
At  any time af te r  two years  f rom the d~te on which ~his 

Convention has come into ,fo,rce with respect ~o a C o n t a c t i n g  Party,  
t ha t  P a r t y  may wi thdraw f rom the Conventio.n by means of s, ~uotice 
in wrdting addressed to the deposi tary Government. Any such with- 
drawal shall take effect .twelve month, s a f ter  the .date of  i.ts receipt. 

/kv.ticle 25. ~. 
A conference '~or ~he purpo,se of revi, si.ng or amendi,ng this Con- 

vention may  be convened by the depo,sitary ~ Government at the 
request  of the Commission adopted by a two-thirds majori ty.  

Article 26. 
The depositary Government  ,shall inform ~he Contract ing Part ies 

and the States  referred to in Article 20: 
a) of ,sign,~tures to this  Convention, of the  depo:sit of ins t ruments  

o f  rat if ication or accession, and of the  receipt of a notice of 
withdrawal,  in accordance with Articles 20, 21, 22 .~n.d 24; 

b) of the  date  on which this Convention will come ,~.nto force in 
accordance with Azticle 23; 

c) of the receipt of n otifics~tio.n of approval  relat ing ~o modi f ica t ions  
of  the Annexes to th~,s Convention and of the en t ry  into force 
of such ~modific~tions in accordance with / ~ c l , e  18. 

Article 27. 

The original of th is  Convention, of which the EngMsh and 
French texts  are equally authentic,  shall be deposited with the 
Government  o,f Norway, which shall send certified copies ~hereo.f to 
the Contract ing Par t ies  and ~o the States  referred to in Article 20, 
and which ,shall tran, smit a certified copy to ~he Secretary-General 
of the U,nited Nations for re~i,stration and publication ~:n accordance 
with Article 102 of the Char ter  of the Un,ited Nation:s. 

IN WITNESS W H E R E O F  the undersigned, being duly author-  
ized by their  respective Governments,  have signed, this Convent~.on. 

Done at Oslo, this f i f teenth  day of FebrualT 1972. 
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For the Federa~ Repu~bh'c of Germany: 

For ~l~e Kingdom o~ Belgi, um" 

For the Kingdom of Denmark: 

For the Spanish State: 

For Ch, e Republic of Fi~fland: 

For the French Republic: 

For the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland: 



~or the Republic of Iceland: 

For the Kingdom of Norway: 

For the I ~ g d o m  o,f ~he 1Vetherian~s" 

For the Portuguese Republic: 

For the ,Kingdom of Sweden: 



~ e x  L 

The following substances are listed for the purposes of Article 5 
o~ the Ckmven%ion: 

1. Organohalogen compo,un.ds ax_~d compou~c~s which may form 
such ,substances in the m ~ i n e  environment, excludi,ng tho,se which 
are non~tox, ic, or which are ra.p~idly co,nverted in the sea in,co sub- 
stances which a~.e biolog, ioaUy harafle~s; 

2. Organosilicon compounds and compounds which may form such 
sabstances "m the ~ a r i n e  env~ro:nmen% excl, u ,cling those which ~re non- 
t o . c .  or which are  ~apidly converted in the sea into ,subsCances 
which are biologically harmless;  

3. S~bst~nces which have been ag reed  between the Oont~acting 
ParC.ies a,s likely to be carcinogenic under the conditions of discpo,sal; 

4. Mercury and mercury compounds; 

5. Cadmium .and cadn /um com~ou, nd, s; 

6. P.ersi~tent plastics ~nd other pers is tent  ,synth.~,'c material,s 
w hi'ch may  float or rem, ain ~n ~u, spension in the  sea. and w, hich may 
seriously interfere with f~sh~g or navigation, reduce amen/des,  or 
in%err.ere with other  legit imate uses of ,the ,sea. 



Annex  iI. 

:I. The: foI!owhlg st,~b,',-.~tances and ms:terials re .qui~ng special care 
are  listed :for ~ ,.,.e purposes  of Artic!e 6 

a) Ai~senic., lea:d, copper, zinc and their  compounds,  cvanides  and 
fluor.id:es, and pest icides ~nd the i r  by-produc.¢,s not  covered by 
the provi,s:ion, s-of Azmex I" 

b) Oo.ntain~rs~ .scr-~Jp me-~aI, tard~'ke s-ubsCances ].i,able to s.ink to 
the  ,~ea bo~:lom ar~:d o ther  bulky wastes  which ma.y p resen t  a 
.seriol.,:s-obstacle to f } s ~ n g  or  navigat ion;  

c) Suhstances  whS.ch, tb:ough of a no.n.~toxic nabs:re, .rr, ay become 
h a r m f ~  due to the  qua~.:Li¢:ies i-n which tb:ey are  dumped,  or 
which axe l[sb!e to ~eri,ou,sly ~:ecluce a meni~4es. 

2. The ,substances and ms~terials l isted trader p a r a g r a p h  1 (b) 
above .should always be deposi ted ~n deep water,. 

3. !,n the  i,,~suance of pe:rmi,~ o~: approvals  £ov .~he dmnp ing  of 
large quantitie,~ of  ucids and ulkali..s, eonsidera~2on sb.ould ~e given 
to the p~ssible p~.esen.c.e in ,such ws,~4:e,s of the  subs tances  l is ted in 
p~ragraph  1) above. . 

.4. When, in the  appl,ication of ¢.he provi~sions of  An,hexes II 
and III, i t  is considered necessary  to deposi.t w~ste  .in deep water ,  
this  should be done only .when the  followdng .two co.nditions are  
both fuld,iHed: 

a) t ha t  ,the depth, is no t  less ..than 2000 .metre, s, 
b) that the d}sta.nce from ,the nearest land is not less than 250 

nautical ~nil-es. 



oo~,,rm...t~ the }sm~.e e.f pe.~m~." .~, e ...... ca approvNs for the 
dumping of wastes ~t ~ea,o 

I. Charavtv~t. ics of the wastv 

a) .A~nou~t a~.d ~mpo~ition~ 
b) Amou.~:t of ~.u:Lastar,..ces a.n:cl m~em~.~.~..~~ ° ,~ to be de~>sited per day 

(.p~r week, per month) ;  
c) Fo.vrr: in wl~ich it. i.s Wes, e~at.~i for dum.pia~g, {.e. 

whe, ther as a ,soNd, etudge or l~ciuid; 
d) Physical (especially solubiti.ty and sgec~fic .gravity),  che.micM, 

biech.e~ce~ (,oxygen dema~d, nut.rien'~, produetion) a~d MologicN 
properties (presence o{ viru~ses, baOce ....... yeo~, .... para:Nte.s, etc.); 

e) Toxicity; 
f) Persistence; 
g) Accumulation .~n bio.log4cM mat(~.riai-s, or e ~ i , m ~ t s ;  
h) Ch, emScal a.r~d physicM changes o~. ~he waN:e a~:ter rMe~se, includ-, 

i,ng possible for.matio~ of new compound, s; 
• 

i) Probability of pr~)-duc~io~_ of tM.n,ts r eduodng m.'.a~etabih'ty of 
resources (~sh, ,shell/5i, sh, etc.). 

2. Characteristics of dumpi, ng site and method, of deposit 

a) Geographical posi.tion, dep:th and ddsCance fr<ml coast; 

b) Loca.+A,'on in relation to li~iug reso~.r¢ces in adult or j,uvenile 
phases; 

c) Loc~tion in re.lat, ion to .~.e~/t.y arced; 
d) M.ethocts .of packing, J~f ~my; 
e) I~ t i a l  ,NtutJ:o~ achiev~l by propose,6. ,~x.e'thcd of release; 
2) Di, s p e r ~ ,  horizon4aul Wan, sport and vertical mixing characl:e.- 

ri, sties; 
g) E~i, stence amd effects of current a~B previou, s discharges and. 

dumping i:n the area (including accumulative effects). 

3. General considerations and con~it~.ons 

a) :~n~er~erence with s~pping,  f..i:shing, rec.rea¢ion, .~.nerM extrac-. 
tion, desalination, fish and shellfish culture, .areas of special 
scientific importar~ce and other legitimate use of the sea; 

b) In applying these principles the practical availability of alter- 
native means of disposal or elim/nation will be taken into con- 
sideration. 
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