UNITED NATIONS

GENERAL
ASSEMBLY

pROVISTONALY
GINERAL _ |
A/AC.138/56.1TT/SR. 44
13 August 1973

ENGLISH
Originalz FRENCH -

COMMITTRE ON THE PRACENUL USES OF THE SEA-BED AND THE OCEAN FLOCR
BEYOND THE LIMITS CF NATIONAL JURISDICTION

_ SUB--COMMITTEE IT1 ‘
PROVISICNAL SUMMARY RECORD OF THE FORTY-FCURTH HEETINGz/ _

held at the Palais des Nationg, Geneva,
on Friday, 10 August 1973, at 11.2% a.m.

Lhairman: Mr. van der ESSEN Belgium
Rapporteurs Mr. IGUCHL . Japan

CONTENTS:
Progress reports of the Workirg Groups (COntinEed)
Draft report of the Bub-lommiitee

Statements by observers

N.B. Participants wishing ic submit correctiong to this provisional gummary record
are requested tc subrit them in writing, preferably on a copy of the record
itself, to the Official Records Editing Section, room E.4121, Palais des Nations,
Genevae, -within three working days of receiving the provigiopal record in their
working language. ' s

i/ This provisional summary record, together with the corrections to be issued
in congolidated foxm after the sesgsion, will congtituie the final record of the
meeting. '

GH.73~B254



AC,158/S0. TIT/SR. 44 R

o l-PRoGaBss HEPOPTS OF THE VORKTHG GROUPS (contlnued) | | L
T The CHATRIA! said that in the absence of lr. Vallarts, the Choiman of the
;f;Group, there would be no oral ‘report on the aot1v1t1es of Uorhlng Group 2 on marlne
i fp011ut1on.; hnreover, Hr.- Vallﬂrta nad made it. known that he had very llttle to aﬁd to
} ;h1s precedlng report - He. drew attention o a document thct h G just been dzstr;buted
" vnder the symbol A/AC.136/8C,1T1/L.55/40d 1, a note to the Cheimen of Sub-Gommitbee i1
Efffrom the Chairmen of Working Crouﬁ 25 reurodu01ng the texts of unofficial worklng papers
;ffprepared for that Worklag Group after 1nforma1 consultatlons oetween the sponsors of
}j:proposals submltted to. the Sub-CommltLee and other delegatlons. _ . B
Mr, OLSECWEA (PoTand), Chairman of Norklng Groug ) on sclenﬁlflc research and
| transfer of technology, seid that during the past weelk the 1nforma1 dr@ftlng group of
'_the Worklng Group hag. orepcred a set of general draft artlclcw, w1th alternatlves, on
_'-the rlgjw to engage in scientific research at sea and on the ﬁromotlop of co—operatlve
'sclentlflc reseavch. ‘The . Iorklng Group had also discussed the Gvestlon of the rlghts 1-
and dutles of coaglal utates, with sgeclal attentlon 0 consent to and partlclpatlon 1n
A research and belleved that 1t could Drepare draft. artlclcﬂ on those. subaects before
fx]completlng its UDII L Uorxlng Groun 3 woujd submlt a oomprehen31ve report at the bub»
, 'Ccmm1ttee g next meetlﬂg on 16 ﬁugust. . ke o
DRAFT REPORT OF THE SHB—COHHITTEB . _ ‘ _
‘ hr. iGDLHI {Japan); Rannorheur, explalned how he infended to proceed 1n
':}araftlng the re"‘)orT of Sub-=Comnittee 1LI.  The 1ntroductlon UOUIQ b1.ve a hlstorlcal
'summary of e bub-Commltaee 8 worL in 1 71 and 1972. The boo; of the repori would _
- cover- “the- uub—Commlntee g work in 197)5 taklng SﬂeClcl care to show “+he results Obta;ned
."durlng the deiloerﬁtlons, partlcularly‘ﬁhOJG oi the Worhln Groups. There seemed to be.
“no need to summarlze the v1ews exnreSSed aurlng bhe general oebaﬁe on transfer of ‘
.'technology ané v01ent1flc reseurch. The boéy of the report uoula eiso contmln the _l
Ltexts, w1th mlterﬂaﬁlves, h ch the Uorknng Groups would submlt to the Sub*CQmmlttee.
~ Thus the uub-Commlttee E report would conslst malnly of the reoorts of 1ts WOrhlng

Graupsp
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In reply to n question by Mr. TANKOV (Bulgeria), Mr, TGUCHI (Japen),
Rappdﬁteur,rsaid that an index of documents ané:proﬁbsais'submitted fo
Sub-Committee.III and the ﬁexts proposed to it-wduld-be ahnexed to the report.

Mr. ZEGEBS (Chlle) sald that his delegation would. like the report to
contaln a summary of the debate on transfer of technology and scmentlflc researcﬁ
along the iines of the summaries of debates on pollution which had appeared in
earlier reports. - ) - o

| Mr. KATEKA (Unlted Republlc of Tanzanla) and Mr. LOPHZ REINA (Colombla)

supported the Chilean representatlve 8 request.
My, YPURRTAGA (Spain) also supported thal request. In his opinion, the
Sub-Committee's feport shquld consist of two parts, one giving the viéws expresséd

and the pfoposaié made'on:the-txaﬂsfer of technology and scientific research, and

the other containing the feports of Chairmen of the Working Groups and the draft
articles, with alternatives, adopied by the Warking Croups at first reading.

- Mz, IGUCHT (Japan), Rapporteur, sala that he would comply W1th the w1shes
expressed by delegatlons and that the drafit report would probably be 01rculated on
Monday 13 August.

STATEMENTS BY OB%EPVERS _

_ The CHAIRMAN said that with the Sub«Commlttee's consemt he would glve
the floor to two observers who wished 1o give some information on those act1v1tles
of their organizaticns which were related to the Sub-Commitice's work. '

Mr, NECHAEV (Intexﬂatloﬁal Atomic Energy Agency) gave a brlef &escrlptlon
of his Agency s activities 1n conﬂeAlon with the preservatlon of the marine
environment. Since the Agency 8 main obJectlve was to accelerate the contrlbutlon -
of atomic energy to peace and prosperlty, IAEA had ‘prepared, in close collaboxatlon
with competent organlzatlons of the Uhlted Natlons, the specialized agencles and
other 1nternat10nal organlzatlons concerned, standards of safety concernlng the
dlsper51on 1nto the environment, 1nclud1ng the seas, of radiocactive waste resulting
from the peaceful use of nuclear energy. The need for standards and regulaﬁlons
desighed to prevent pollution of the sea by radloactlve materlals had already been
recognlzed by the United Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea, whlch had adopted
the Conventlon on the High Seas in April 1958. Article 25 of the Conventlon prOV1ded that
"every State shall take measures 4o prevent pollutlon of the seas from the dumplng of



"A/AC.138/5C.II1/SR.44 -

fiedioactive wasteeg faking ihto acooumt any staﬁdarae and regUlatione mhioh may e
.formulated oy the oompetent 1n%ernatlonal orgenlzations” ' The Conference had also
adopte& a resolutlon recommendlng chat the Agenoy ehould pureue studles and take | ‘
action to a351sb Stetes in contrelllng the alscharge of radloectlve materials 1nﬁo.f
'the sea. . B R _ . ' o |
In the 11ght of that reoommendatlon and in accordance with 1ts Statutes, the
.Agenoy had already dove congiderable work and was plannlng further actlon under 1te
1ong~term programme. In 1958, it had set up 2 panel of sc;entlflo experts under the_'
chalrmanshlp of Mr. Brynielsson to recommend the neceseaxy‘meaeures to ensure that’ |
the dlsposal of radloactlve wastes into the sea would not 1nv01Ve an- unacoepteble
'degree of hazard “to man. The panel hed completed 1te study in 1959 aﬂd 1ts report
had been publlshed in 1961 in Sefety Serles To. 5 under the tltled “Badloactlve waste
diSposel 1nto the sea” : That report reoommended a number of gxectlces whlch would
keep such dleposal operations within. uafety bounde. R _ 5 '
Wlth a view to' 1mplement1ng those recommendatlons, the Director—General of _”_ 
the Agency had convened- an‘expert panel 1n 1960 to con51der the. admlnlstrat;ve, ff'“
organlzational and 1ege1 measures which mlght be taken on an 1nferﬂat10ﬁal level
on the basis of the-Brynielseon report._ The penel had held four meetlnge betweenﬁo3_
Januany 1961 and January 1963, and from the outset of 1ts work Lwo dlfferent oplnlons
had emerged ori the fundamenﬁal quesﬁlon or the perm1551b111tj of dlSpOSlﬂg of =
radloaot1Ve waste 1nto the sea under 1nternat10nal 1aw. One view held was that
the dlsposal of all radloaotlve wastee 1nto the sea should be prohlolted, whlle
accordlng to the’ other, dlsposal of waste nhould be subgect to prlor permiss;on
and should be reglstereé : ' : o .
The report publlshed in 1961 showed that the effectlve control of pollutlon
must depend on - the avallabillty of adequate meﬁhode for surveylng and momltorlng
the sea and marlne predncts for the preeence of radloectlve substances. The Agency )
had therefore publlshed four documents on the subaeot ”MEthods of surveyleg o
end monltorlng marine redloeot1v1ty", To. 11 in the Safety Seviess- “Referenoe :
methods for marine radloaotlvity studles“ Io 118 in’ the Technloal Reports _
Ser163* "Dlspoeal of ‘radioactive wagtes 1nto fresh water”, Nos.10 and 36 in the __"
Sefejy_Serlee,: and ”Radloaotlve waete dlsposal 1nto the.ground“ No,15_1n the

safety Series.
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'approprlaﬁe intervale, the A&EDC? wag reV1ew1ng the. relevant. recommeﬁdatloae in. 3'
consultation w1th MEmber Stetes and the organlzatlons coneer@ed en& perlodlcally
: 1nv;ted suggeetlons for their 1mprovement in the llght of eyperlence and lnnreased
..teohnical knowledge. o : . Co : L
_ He expressed the hope that hls descrletlon of the Agency g work would help the
_ Sub-commlttee to work out rules for the. preservatlon of the marine env;renment and
the preventlon of pollutlon of the seas; a taek of extreme’ 1mportance for the
. we1lube1ng of manklnd and the preservaﬁlon of the living resources of the. sea. .

' Mr. SCOTT (Intergoverﬁmental Oceanographlc Commlselon) gald that the "
organlzatlon he represented wae deeply conoerned with the outeone of the Gommlttee 8
’fdellberetlons, an the forthcemlng ConVentlon on the Law of the Sea would affecﬁ :'
;1ts future operatlons and those of its member States. _ ;

IOC was an 1ntegra1 part of. UNESCO but w1th 1ts own separate memberehlp
(74 Statee) and 1ts own etatutes. I formed a separate entity, with an Assembly
and. an Executlve Couneil. uembere ald not have to. pay a eubecrm?ilon but were o
invited to make voluntary contxibuilons to a Fund—lnuTrust Wthh at. present L
stood at about 150,000 a year. At the same {ime, IOC wag the GOnerdlmatlng body
for marlne science for the Ublted NathDS system through an lntexbeecretarlat
greup w1th membere drawn from: UNESOO FAO, WHe and IMCO. - The agencles whloh Were
members of 'bha’c group prov1dec1 aseletance to IOC, pe.rtlcularly .1.11 orgamzmg
worklng group meetlnge that were ef con51derab1e 1mportance to deve10p1ng countrles.
T0C was plannlng a series of wbrkshons to gtudy sclentlfic phenomena 1n the .
oceens and to: formulate recommendatlons for. future oceanographlc research in cer%aln
‘ereas. That conetltuted a goed ex ample of the transfer of technology and
fibfofmetlon. For 1netance I0C was co—sponsormng, in conaunctlon w1th an ECAFE
commlttee, a workshop 1n Bengkok in September, the chairman of which would bea- an :
emlnent geophy8101et frem a developlnﬁ~courtry, Indon931a. In congunctlon W1th
FAQ, a workshop was planne& on the El Wifio phenomenon off the west coast of
South Amerlca ~ & warm ourrent thet appeared eerlodlcally and led to the
dleappearance of the anchovaes on whlch the Peruv1an flsherlee, among ethers,
depended One Latln.Amerlcan snaff member of ICC had recently travelled 1n varlous':
-South Amerlcan,countxies to dlscuss the questlon w1th natlonal oceanogrephlc '
commlttees.w The El Eino phenomenon could of course not be prevented, but 1t
_mlght be pOSSlble to aevzee means of forecaetlng the yeare in wh;ch &% would

appear and of maklng plans regerdlﬂg the genéral economy of the area.
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In respect of -training, education and mutual -asgistance I0C was very agtive-and~
worked ¢losely with the UNESCO.Division of Oceanography and other bodies. -DuxingifheyV'
past few weeks I0C had helped to select scientists from Ghana and Chile for a post-
graduéte coturse at the Uhivensity of Rhodéflsland. In addition, twelve ean&idatés ;_J-
from developing countries vould be attending a five months! course‘on_oceanographic:
data~processing at the National Oceanography Data Centre in Washington. It was'the
fourth course of that kind and I0C was waiting on a plan for a similar course_in.thé
Freack: language. o o :

10 was .at. presanf engaged on a gtudy on the transfer of gcience and techﬁology
which had been entrusted to a consuliant from a developing country, Nigeria. ,It had_
‘been uhdertaken because of -current differences of opln_on on the subject, particnlarly-:
between déveloped and developing countries. As part of the project,.IOC wasg ﬁlanning _
a series of regional workshops and seminars,to be followed by a four moﬁﬁhs’,coufse
for scientific administrators from devéloping countries designedrto acqﬁaint them with-
world marine science actvities. - It was hoped-thﬁs to train administratoré and
politicians of the highest level who would subsequently oceupy important posts in the.
government of their country. o o _ ‘_

Ee then read out some passages from the consultant's r&porﬁ, indicatiﬁg thelviews-
of certain developing countries regarding the project in'question. The reporb
emphaSLZed that the coptimal utilization of marine resources requlred very advanced
sclientific lmowledge and that the level of aﬂhlevement of any nation in ﬁhat domain.
usually depended -on the degree of emphasxs glvep to_baslc or applled regearch, espec;ally
in phyveical and chemical oceanography. One repregentative had stated that fhe effbrts'
made by I0C and the Cceancgraphy Division of UNESCC would promote the advancement of
marine 801enceo in “the iebs—developed countries and would.help them to understand the
value of the marine envirorment for the development of their national economy. The
administrators who had received braining would be able to ensure that due attention
was paid to scientific development in their national tumdgets. The Jamalcan %bVernment
had declared itgelf in favour of the proposed programme of training aﬁd'éducation,_and
the Lebanese Ambassador had stated that his Government would,actively support the |
programne and‘would-act as host to regional seminars organized by T0C.. The Kenyan
Direclor: of Fisheries had expressed satisfaction with the programme,_emphasizing that

the major handicap for developing countries in exploiting marine’resourceé wag lack of -
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-knowledge and of ‘the neoeesary equlpment. The Korean Oceanographlo Comm1351on would
partlclpate in the progect in the bellef that it would prove of con91derable value to
'the lessmdeveloped countrles._ The' Bahamas, Which needed to dlver31ty 1ts economy, s
1ntended to’ develop the sector &eallng W1th marlne pOllOy and ocean management '
'tralnlng would help many developlng natlons to map out a prlorlty prowramme. The
Chalrman of the Phlllpplnes Netlonal Commlttee on Marlne 301enoes con31dered tnat 1t
'would be advisable ‘to arrange mnltilateral workshOps before the tralnlng oourse so as '
£0 establlsh prlorltles and oeleot candidates. The Government of Trlnldad and Tobago,
avare of the p0531b111t1es of marine 801enoes, researoh gnd oceanography, was ready ﬁo _
collaborate fully 1n that sphere, The views expressed by those natlons showed ﬁhat
I0Cs progremme hrought great hope to many less-developed oountrles whlch were oonsolous
of the need to partlolpate in the Comm*sszon ] work and of “its beneflts o %hein.

- Mz, VALDEZ ZAMUDIO (Peru) said that he had found e Soottls stetement very
1nterest1ng, gince a representatlve of I0C hes v1slted.hls own oountry durlng the '
month of June to- dlSGuSS a proaect concernlng the protectlon of the west coast of of”'

_Souﬁh America from currents which caused serlous losses, partlcularly 1n Peru. He was '
glad that 10C was taokllng speolflo and real problems fa01ng developlng countrles,
vhich cdlled for a solutlon by JOlnt aotlon on the. part of the counﬁrles concerned
and the oompetent 1nternatlonai organlzatlons.-

Mr..LOPEZ REINA (Colombla) assaolated himself with the thanks expressed by
the representatlve of Peru to 10C for the work undertaken on behalf of the developlng
oountrles "Colombia would do its best 3o partlolpate in the Ll Wifio proaect He noped

that TOC would pursue its actlvth, whlch deserved support._' ‘ C o

_ Mi YTURRIAGA (Spaln) said that 1t would be 1nterest1ng to know the outcome "
of the dellberatlons of the Panel held at Vlenna 1n June 1973 under IAEA'B au3plces. o
He asked the Agency! 8 representatlve whether the Panel’s reoommendatlons could be .

oirculated Bo 1nterested delegations. . _
_ Mr NECHAEV (Internatlonel Atomlc Energy'Agency) sald that in’ oonformlty w1th
the procedure followed by IAEA, the Panel‘s recommendatlons would be sent to States o
with a reouest for oomment Subsequentlygthe recommendatlons, together w1th the '
comments of governments, would be submltted to the Dlrector—General and only then could
they be clrculated. He hoped however, theﬁ the Lext woul& be senﬁ to the Seawbed '

Commlttee and made’ avallablo to aelegatlons very sootn.
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Mr. KATEKA (Tanzaniz) emphasized that IMCO's Conference to be held in
October 1973 would be of interest to the Sub-Committee. At the Commitiees's last seassion
he had suggested tliat the Sub-Committee should communicate its views to that Conference
through the Plenary Commitiee but had been informed on that occasion that 1t would be
Premature to take such a decision. Surely the moment had now come to do so?

The CHAIRMAW said that he proposed to railse the matter at the Sub-Committee'’s
next meeting, at which the Chairman of the Working Group would present his report. A
proposal could then be formulated and submitied to the Sub-Committee for approval.

He indicated that Panama should be added to the list of gponsors of the draft

articles contained in document A/AC.138/5C.ITI/L.45,

Mr. METAINIKOV (Union of Soviel Socialist Repub}ics) thanked the | -
representatives of IAEA and IOC for their Vei& ££%é;;g;i£g statements. The Soviet
It was regrettable that

Union had been participating in TOC's work for a long time.
the Oceanographic Commission would not be taking part in the Sub~Committee's elaboration

of drsft articles, because it could have made extremely pertinent observations on

certain matters closely related to its operations.
The meeting rose at 12,30 p.m.
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