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EXPLANATORY NOTE 

This paper is submitted by Fiji, Indonesia, Mauritius and the Philippines for 
consideration by this CQmmittee with a view to the principles enunciated therein 
being incorporated into the convention on the Law of the Sea. These principles 
are designed to accommodate not only the interests of archipelagic States but also 
other States and of the international community as a whole. They contain the 
definition of an archipelagic State, its rights over the waters of the archipelago, 
and the right of innocent passage for international navigation through the waters 
of the archipelago. 
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PRINCIPLES 

io An archipelagic State~ whose component islands and other natural features form 
an intrinsic geographicai~ economic and political entity~ and historically have 
or may have been regarded as such~ may draw straight baselines connecting the 
outermost points of the outermost islands and drying reefs of the archipelago from 
which the extent of the territorial sea of the archipelagic State is or may be 
determined. 

2. The waters within the baselines~ regardless of their depth or distance from the 
coast~ the sea-bed and the subsoil thereof~ and the superjacent airspace~ as well 
as all their resources~ belong t0~ and are subject to the sovereignty of the 
archipelagi c State. 

3o Innocent passage of foreign vessels through the waters of the archipelagic 
State shall be allowed in accordance with its national legislation~ having regard 
to the existing rules of international law. SUch passage shall be through sealanes 
as may be designated for that purpose by the archipelagic State. 


	MAIN MENU
	PREVIOUS MENU
	---------------------------------
	Search CD-ROM
	Search Results
	Print

