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- Note bythe Chairman " 

i. Under the tenus Of the :"Agreement Reached on Organization of Work" 

as read by t he Cl~airman of the Main Cormmittee at its fort3-~ifth meeting 

held on 12 March 1971, Sub-00mmittee i I was requested: 

"To prepare a comprehensive list of subjects and issues relating to 

the law of the sea~ including those concerning the regimes of the high 

seas, the continental shelf, the territorial Sea (including the question 

of its breadth and the question of international straits) and " 

contiguous zone, fishing and conservation of the living resources of 

the high seas (including the question of the preferential rights of 

coastal States) and to prepare draft treaty articles thereon, It is 

understood that the Sub-Coimmittee may decide to draft articles before 

completing the comprehensive list of subjects and issues related to 

the la~.~ of the sea." 

2. To accomplish its mandate the Sub-Connnittee may adopt various procedures. 

All procedures that are customary in the United Nations practice are open to 

its choice. 

3. The 3ub-Coi~aittee may ~,.Tish to coherence its work with an exchange of 

views concerning the subjects and matters allocated to it, including the 

questio~...of the preparation of a. comprehensive list of subjects and issues 

relating to the law of the sea and the preparation of draft treaty articles 

thereon: In due time, when appropria:te~ the Sub-Cormnittee may establish 

working groups to consider in detail specific aspects of the Sub-Committeels 

work programme. 
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4. The agenda and work programme represent s general outline which will cover 

.the period of the current session and the sumner session in Geneva. 
'" i 

5. A large a m o u n t  of documentation was produced in connexion with earlier 

United Nations Law of the Sea Conferences. Some of the documentation previously 

prepared for the Sea-Bed Committee and the A_d _Ho_cc Committee may also be relevant 
.. 

for our work. The full Bureau of the MainCommittee and Sub-Co1~ittees has 
• . 

requested the Secretariat to prepare a list of the most significant United Nations 

documents. 

6. In view of the l~nited t~e~r substantive work during this session it may 

be more appropriateto prepare the report of the Sub-Committee to the Main 

Committe.e at the conclusion of the sux~aer session. ~A progress report~.in~the 

form of a letter to the Chairman of the Main Colnmitte.e~ p.repired.,~bythe Bureau of 

the Sub-C0mmittee , will be made stating the Sub-Commi"ttee:s progress during this 

session... " . i :  ~ ~ .~ " . -  

7. I state that this Note Of the Chairman has the full approval, and:-endorsement 

of the Bureau of. the Sub-Committee. ~ .... ....: 
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