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COMMITTEE ON THE FBACEFUL USES-
OF THE SEL-BiED AND THE OCE2N
FLOOR BEYOND THE LIMITS OF
NATIONAL JURISDICTION

Sub-Committee II
S ' Note by the Chalrman

1. Under the terms of the " Agraement Reached on Organization of 'ork?

as raad'bw“the Chiairman of the Main Committee at its forty-fifth meeting

" held on 12 March 1971, Sub-Committee II was requested:

"To prepare a comprehensive list of subjects and issues relating to
the law of the sea, including those concerning the regimes of the high
‘seas, the continental shelf, the territorial sea (including the question
of its breadth and the question of international straits) and '
contiguous zdne, fishing and conservation of the living resources of
the high seas (including the question of the pgéferential rights of
coastal States) and to prepare draft treaty argicles thereon, It is
understood that the Sub-Committee may declde to draft articles before
completing the comprehensive list of subjects and issues related to
the lav of the sea."

2. To accomplish its mandats the Sub-Committes may adont various procedures,
A1l prodedures that are customary in the Unlted Nations practice are open to
its cheolce.

3. The Sub-Committee may vlsn to commence its work with an exchange of
views concerning the subjects and matters allocated to it, including the
question..of the preparation of a comprehensive list of subjects and issues
relating to the law of the sea and the preparation of draft treéty articles
thereon. In due time, when appropriate, the Sub-lommlttes may establish '
worklng groups to comsider in detail specific aspects of the Sub-Committee's

work programme,

GE.71-5180



4/4C,138/5C,I1/0.2
page 2

L The agenda and vork programmo replesent a zeneral outline whlch wlll cover
the peried of the current session and the summer session in Geneva.

5. A large amount of documentetion was produced in connexion with earlier
United Nations Law of the Sea Conferences. Some of the documentation previously
prepared for the Sea-Bed Commititee and the Ad Hoc Commitbee m@y elso be relevant
for our work., The full Buresu of the Main Committes and 3qbf00mﬁittees'has
requested the Secretariat to prepare a 1list of the nost gignificant United Nations
documents,

6. In view of the limited time Br substantive work during this session it may
be more appropriatefto prepare the report of the Sub-Committsze to the Main
Commitbtee at the conclusion of the summer session, -4 pregress report, inthe
form of a letter to the Chairman of the Main Committee, prépared.by the Burgau of
the Sub-Committee, will be made stating the Sub-Gomm:s.tteeTc progress during this
session.. - _ I -

T I state that this Note of the Chairman has the full approval and-endorsement
of the Burean of. the Sub-Committse. '
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