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ARTICLE I 

• 

1. The c o a s t a l  S t a t e  s h a l l  h a v e  t h e  e x c l u s i v e  r i g h t  to  e x p l o r e  and  e x p l o i t  and  

authorize the exploration and exploitation of the natural resources of the seabed 

and s u b s o i l  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  i t s  o ,m l a w s  and r e ~ l l a t i o n s  i n  t h e  C o a s t a l  S e a b e d  
. .  

Economic Area. 

2. The Coastal Seabed Economic Area is the area of the seabed which is 

(a) seaward of _____- and 

(b) landward of an outer boundary of 

3. The coastal State shall in addition have the exclusive right to authorize and 

regulate in the Coastal Seabed Economic Area or the superjacent waters. ~ 
" " r 

(a) the construction, operation and use of offshore installations affecting 

its economic interests~ and 

.... (b) ....... drilling for. purposes o ther than explors, t-ibh-~d exploitation of 

re sourc e s. 

This Chapter deals with seabeds resources~ and does not deal with 
fisheries. The proposal of the United States with respect to fisheries beyond the 
territorial sea was introduced in Subcommittee II on 4 August 1972 
(A/AC.138/SC.II/SR.40) (Official Records of the General Assembly~ Twenty-seyenth 
s e s si on 2._S~pl 9mg_nt N0_ 21~ A ~ ............................ 

GEo 73-485O 



pa.ge. 2 

4 Tl~e coastal State maya ~ -- .... w~:ere necessary~ es%abli sh reasonable safety zones 

a r o ~ . m d  s u c h  o f f s h o r e  i n s t a l l a t i o n s  i n  w h i c h  i% m a y  t a k e  a p p r o p r i a t e  m e a s u r e s  %o 

proteb% persons~ property~ and %he marine environment, Such safety zones sl~ali be 

d e s i g n e d  %o e n s u r e  -t;!tat t h e y  a r e  r e a s o n a b l y  r e ! a % e d  t o  . t h e  n a t u r e  a n d  f u n c t i o n  o f  

.. ._ ' .1 . % . the installation .The .breadth of the safety zo~qes so_a.._l, be .de ermined by %he 
.. . . . .  . 

coasts! State and shall conform to international stand~mds in existence or to-be z 
.. 

established pursuant to Artic!e 5° . 
.. 

5 , %~..e purposes of %his Chap%er~ %he term "installs%ions" refers ~o all 

offshore facili%ies~, in s%al!a%ions~ or devices other .%llan %hose t£1.i.ch .are mobile in 

their normal mode o£ operation s,% sea, " 

(b) Installs%ions do not possess the status o£ islands. They-have no 

% e r v , i % o r i a l  s e a  o r  C o a s t a l  S e a b e d  E c o n o m i c  A r e a  o f  % h e i r  o w n ,  stud t h e i r  p r e s e n c e  
. .  

does not affect %he delimits%ion of the territorial sea of the coastal State, 
• .. . . . . • : . . . .  

6. The coastal State may~ with respect %o the activities set forth in this 
. . . . . . .  : : . . - ... 

• . .,. - . . 

Artic!e~ apply standards for %he protection of the marine envix'onmen-~ higher than 
• . • . .. 

those required by applica~,le in berna%ion~,l standa,rds pursuant %0 Article 2. 
, ... 

7-  T h e  c o a s t a l  S t a t e  may~ w i t h  r e s p e c t  %o t h e  a t % i v i - h i e s  s e t  f 0 r t t a  i n  t h i s  

Article~ ~ske all necessary measures to ensure compliance ~¢ith i%s laws and 
. . . . .  , 

• . .' . . 

re~xlations sz~_bjec% %o the provisions~f %his Cnai..ter 
• . 

ARTIC I~E 2 
. .. 

.,. 

The coastal S%ate~ i~[ exercising the rights referred %0 inArticle i~ shall 
'. . . . .  , - } .". 

ensure %!~a% its laws and regulations, and any other actions it %akes nursuan% 
,..: 

thereto in %he Coastal .... Seabed Economic Area~ are in strict conformity w~%h %.he 

p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h i s  C h a p t e r  a n d  o t h e r  a p p l i c a i £ 1 e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h i s  C o n v e n % i 0 n ~  a n d  
. . .  

in patti cul ar 

(a) the coastal State shall ensure %hat there is no umjus%ifia.b.l e ....... :?-: 

interference with other activities in %he ma~ine environmen:~ and. shall ensure 
• . 

compliance ~.r$%l~ international standards in"existence .o~ ~ promulgated by %he 
: -. • . • .  

• 

Au~.n.ori%y or..the in~er-L~-ove-r'~_~ental Maritime C.0n~ul~tive~ Organiza%ion~ aS 
. . .  . . . . . . :  . . - , . . . . . . :  . ,  : / ~  

. . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . .  , . . . .  i . . . . .  . .  . ~ . ,  
• • . . . .  

m n , , e r f e r e n c e  - • . ...... • ...... ::.,.!-:.... . . . , ,  • .;:- '. . .... - appro]?ris.,te~ to prevent sucI~ " ~- • 

(b) %he coastal State shall take appropriate measures to prevent pollution of 

, " 1 . ]  . . . .  ~_e marine evrvironmen± from the activities set fo;~ih in Ariic!e I and shall enm~e 

.... " ~ ] r ~  -'m c o m p ] . _ i s n c e  with international standards in existence or pTomt.l~%ed by the 

Au%hori%v or the i~l%er-(~u"¢e~'~:mleir~.]. !<~..r.i%..im~ Consl11%&tive Organi.za%ion~ as 

~-,~L,,'~,iJ,"i o~be~ to orevent such r~o!lu-tion o 

/ _u 

k c) ~,h..e ec)~.s%a.l 8%a.%~ ,~lls.ll n.ot impede~ &nd s]~a..].] <;o .... ope±'a~be with the 

.A.uthority in the e~el'<:J~e of its inspeo[;fioj:~ ±"unc:hJo_~s in connection with 

subi~a..r~.g~'a!-)h ( b )  a b o v e  : 
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(d) %he coastal State shall ensure that licenses~ leases~ or other 

contractual a,rramgemen%s which it enters into with the a~:encies or :. 

instr~m~en%alities of other States, or with natural or juridical persons which are 

not nationals of the coastal State~ for the purpose of exploring for or exploiting 

s_.aoed resources are strictly observed accord±ng %o %heir terms Property of,. such 

agencies~ ins$rumen%alities or persons shs~ll not be ts!~en e~-~ceT)t for a public 

purpose~ on a non-discriminatory basis~ nor shall it be tsken without the prompt 

pa~ent of just compensation. Such compensation shall be in an effectively 

realizable form and shall represent the full equivalent of %he property %sken and 

adequate provision shall ].nave been made a% or prior %o the time of %he taking %o 

ensL~re compliance with %he provisions of this paragraph" 

(e) %he coas-~al State sha].l make available in accordance with the provisions 

of Article ~ ~  such share of revenues in respect of mineral resource 

exp!oi%ation from such par% of %he Coastal Seabed Economic Are~ as is specified in 

%hat Article. 

ARTICLE 3 

I. All activities in ~ marine %ne environment shall be conducted with reasonable 

regard %o the rights of the coastal State referred %o in Article !. 
-~, 

2. States shall ensure compliance with international s$andards in exis$ence or ~0 

be promulgated by In%er-Coverr~nenta! Maritime Consults, rive Organization. in 

consultation wJ.%h the Au%hori%y~ 

(a) regarding the breadth~ if any, of safety zones smound offshore 

installations ~ 

(b) regarding.navigation outside %he safety zones~ but in the vicinity of 

offshore installations. 

ARTICLE 4J 

Nothing in %his Chapter shall affect the rights of freedom of navigation and 

overflight and other rights to carry on activities t~llre!a%ed %o seabed resource 

exploration and exploitation in accordance with genera], principles of international 

la~.,.,r~ except as otherwise specifically provided in this Convention. 

ARTICLE 5 

Any dJ.spu%e with respect %o %he interpretation or app].ica%ion of the 

~ " . :_er party %o the dispu%e~ be provisions of inns Chapter shal]_~ if requested by ei%~ 

resolved by %he compulsory dispute settlement procedures contained in Article ~ ~  

of Chapter o 

J~Y It is assigned %hat the general articles of %he Law of the Sea Convention 
wiT] contain an article su~n as Article 4 ap.~]icable to all area.s beyond %he 
territorial sea° Such an article would obviate the need for several articles 
making the ssme point here and in other chapters of the Convention° 
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