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I. The Sovereignty of a coastal State extends to a belt of sea adjacent to its 

coast~ described as the terri~or&al sea~ and to the air space, bed and subsoil of 
• . 

that sea. 

2. It is for each State to fix the breadth of its territorial sea+up to a maximum 
J 

distance of 12 nautical miles measured from the applicable baselines, • 
• . 

3. Ships of all States~ ~,~hether coastal or not, shall enjoy the right of innocent 

passage through the territorial sea in accordance with the~foll0wing provisions ~. 

3.1 ... (definition of "innocent passage"). 

3.2 ... (precise determination of the regulatory pincers of the coastal State). 

4-, A coastal State has sovereign rights over an area of sea adjacent to its 

territoriaZ sea up to a dis'lance of 200 nautical miles measured from the baseline • 

from %~ich the breadth of the territorial sea ....... is meas~red or up to a greater distance 

coincident with t~e epicontinenta°l sea. 

~.'or the p~.rposes of this and the succeeding articles~ the term "epicontinental sea" 

means the column of water covering the seabed and subsoil which are situated at an 

average depth Of 200 metres. 

The scope of the above-mentioned rights is laid dm~rn in the s~.cceeding articles'; 
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5. It is for •each coastal State to fi~ the breadth of the area adjacent to its 
. 

territorial sea up to the ma~i~-~m~ distance prescribed in article z!.~ in accordance 
,. . 

~rith. criteria which tahe into account the re~- ~na!~,u o~,eographical~ geo!ogical~_ 
. . . . .  

ecological~ economic and social factors involved and interests relating to the 
.... 

preservation of the marine envirom~ent. 

6. The delimitation of that ares. bet~.ieen t~,.,,o or more States shall be effected in 

accordance with the principles of international la~,'. 

7- A coastal State has sovereign rich,is over the rene~,:Table and non-renewable 

natural resources~ living and noi~-living~ ~rhich are to be found in the said area. ~ 

8. States in a partica!ar region or subregio n ",,q:lioh for geographical or economic 
. . . . .  

reasons do not see fit to e~_~tend their ,sovereign rights to an exclusive maritime 
. . . . .  

area adjacent '%o their territorial sea shall enjoy a preferential r@gime for 
• • 

purposes of fishing in the e~clusive maritime areas of other States belonging to 

the region or subregio~':~ such r@gim e to be determined by bilateral agreements 

providing for a fair adjustment of their m t~.t~ai interests. 
..: 

The said r@gime shall be granted provided that the enterprises of the State 
• . .. 

which wishes to " ~ ~ e~:p.~_oit the resources in qtiestion are effectively controlled by 

capital and nationals of that State and that %he ships which operate in the area 

my tl~e ~lag of that State 
" . .. 

9. The prospec~ing and e~.o,.~loration of: tb]e ms.~-~itime area adjacent to the 
... 

territorial sea and the exploitation of the natural resources existing ~here±n are 

s~.bjec% to the re.gq~la~ionsof the coastal States concerned~ ~.~hich--ms~j ~ reserve th0se 
• . 

... - . .  

activities to themselves or to mezr na~zo~_als or may allow third parties %0 engage 

in them in accordance ~:.,-ith the provisions of their internal laws and of s~ch 

international agrcements as they may conclude on the matter. 
• 

. 

IO. The protection and c6~ser~.ation of ~e~e~:sb~e resources existing in the area 

are likewise subject to the regu.iations of %he coastal States concerned and tO 
. . . .  

. . . . • .. ,; 

such agreements as they may conc!ude on the matter~ tai,:ing into account~ where 

relevant~ co-opera%ion with other States and the recommendations of international 

technical bodies. 
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II. A coastal S.tate shall also have jurisdiction to enforce in the maritime area 
.., . . 

adjacent to its .territorial .sea such measures as it may enact in order to prevent~ 

. ,'- : • ~ ~ . _ • mitigate or eliminate pollution o.am_ge and risks and other effects harmful or 
. .  

... 

dangerous to the ecosYstem of the marine environment, the quality and use of water, 
. . . .  

living resources~ human health and the recrea-~ion of its people, taking into account 
.. 

co-operation with other .States s~d in accordance with internationally agreed Principles 
.. 

and standards. 

12. It is also for the coastal State to authorize such scientific research activities 

as are carried on in the .area~ it is entitled to participate in them and to be informed 

of the results obtained,. In such re~lations as the coastal State may issue on the 

matter, the desirability of l~romoting and facilitating such activities shall be taken 
• . -. ,. . . . .  " ,. ~ ..... ~.- . . . . . . . . .  . 

especially into account, . . . .  .... ...... .... ... . ..... . ...~. ,.. , 

13. In th e n!aritime area adjacent to the territorial .sea~ ~.ships e~d aircraft, of all 

States, whether coastal or noV..have the right to free navigation and overflight .~ 
.... . : . . . . . . . .  

without restr&ctions.other than those which may result, from the exercise by the 
.: : . . . . .  • .. . . .... • ~,. - -~. .~, 

coastal State of its rights in the matters of exploration, conservation and 
. 

exploit.ation of .resources~ pollution and scientific research. Subject solely to ~ 
.. . . . . .  

these limitations, there shall also. be freedom to lay submarine cables and :pipelines. 
" . .  .' . . . . .  "". : . . ".~[ 

14. Through bilateral and~ where appropriate~ subregional ~• ; . agreements~ a coastal . 
. . . .  

State shall facilitate.for neighbouring States having no sea-coast the right of 

access to .the sea:an, d of transit. In the same way agreement shall be reached with 
. . . . . . . .  

States having: no sea-coast on ..an equitable r4gime for the exercise in the maritime 

area of fishing rights ~¢hich shall be preferential in relation to third States. The 
.. • ............... ~ . . . . . . . . . .  .. . ~..' ... -. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

said preferential rights shallbe granted provided tha.t the enterprises of %he State 

which wishes to exploit the resources in question are effectively controlled, by :. 
• .. :• . . . . . . . . .  

capital and nationals of th8,~ State s~d that the shi'ps which operate in the area fly 
• . 

the flag of that State. 
• , . . . . . .  • . . ~ U  " " : 

15. The sovereignty of a coastal State extends to its continental shelf, The 
• . 

continental shelf comprises the bed and subsoil of the submarine areas adjacent to. 
.. 

the territory of the State but outside the area of the territorial sea~ up to the 

outer lower edge of the continental margin which adjoins the abyssal plains or, when 
• , . 

that edge is at a dist&nce of less than 200 miles ±tom the coast, up to that distance 
., 

16. The rights of the coastal State over the continental..shelf do not affect, the 
. .. 

legal r4gime of the superjacent waters or air space. 
• .~i. ' 

17. The rights of the coastal State over the continental shelf do not depend on 
.. ,. -:. 

occupation~ effective or notional, or on any declaration. 



7 ".... 
page 4 

18. A coasts~l State h~-s-sovereignty over the-renewable sa~d non-renewable natural • 

resources Of its continentai shelf. The said resources include the mineral and otLer 

non-living resource ~! of the seabed and subsoil together with living vegetable orgs~isms 

and animals belonging tO sedentary species.~ that is to say~ organisms which~ at the 

harvestable sts~ge, either are in~nobi!e on or under the seabed or are tunable to move 

except in const'ant physi:cal. Contact with the seabed or the subsoil. 

19. The prospecting and exploration of the continental shelf s.nd the exploitation of 

its natural resources are subject to the regulations of the coastal States concerned~ 

which may reserve those activities to themselves or to their nationals or may allow 

third parties also to engage in them in accordance wish the provisions of their 

.internal laws and of Such international agreements as they may conclude on the matter. 

20. The protection and conservation of renews.ble resources existing on the 

continental shelf are likewise subject t0:the regulations of the coastal States 

concerned and tO such agreements as they may conclude on the matter~ ts~king into 

account~ where relevant, co-operation with ot he~t ~ States' and the .recommendations of 

technical international bodies. 

21. It is also for the coastal State to enact measures designed tO prevent, mitigate. 

or eiiminate pollut±on of or from the continental shelf and of i~s natural resources, 

taking into account co-operation with other States aud the recommendations of 

international technical bodies. 

22. It is likewise for the coastal State to authorize scientific research activities 

on the continental shelf~ it is entitled to par$icipatein them and $o be informed 

of the results thereof. In such regulations ..... s;s- the coastal S~ate may issue on the ' 

matter, the desirability of promoting saad facilitating such activities shall be taken 

especially into account. 
• 

23. A coastal State shall authorize the laying of submarine cables and pipelines • 

on the continental shelf, without restrictions other than those which may result from 

its rights over the ssI~e. 

24. The establishment of ~uy other t~e of installation by third States or their 

nationals is subject ~o the permission of the coastal State. 

25. The coastal State is entitled to construct~ maintain or operate on or over the 
• 

continental shelf installations s~d other devices necessary for the exercise of its 
.. 

rights Over the ssme~ to establish safety zones aroln~d such devices s~d installations-~ 

and to take in those zones measures 'necessary for their protect:i0n. Ships of all 

nationalities shall respect these safety zones~ ~f~ich me4~ extend upto 500 metres 

around the installations or devices. " 
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26. The construction of any insta!latiom or device shall be officially made public 

and permanent means for giving warming of its presence shall be maintained. ~y 

installation which is disused shall be re~<oved by the coastal State. 

27. The exercise of the coastal State's rights over the continental shelf shall not 

result in any unjustifiable interference with the freedom of navigation in the 

superjacent waters and of overflight in the superjacent air space, nor shall ±% 

impede the use of recognized lanes essential to international navigation. 

28. Delirmi%a%ion. 

29. Safeguard of exis%ing interna%ional~ bilateral or regional agreemen%s on 

delimitation of the continental shelf. 
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