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1. The éovereignty of a coastal State extends to a belt of sea adjacent o its-

coast, described as the terriiorial sea, and to the air gpace, bed end subsoil of

that sea. '

2. It is for each State to fix the breadth of its territorial sea up to a maximum

distance of 12 nautical miles measured from the appiicable baselines. '

3.  Shipe of all States, whether coastal or not, shall enjoy the right of immocent

passage through the territo?ial sea in accordance with thebfollbwing provigions:

%.1 ... (definition of "innocent passage"). '

%2.2 ... (precise determination of the regulatory powers of the coastal State).

ha A coastai State has sovereign vights over an area of sea adjacent to its

terfito:ial sea up to a distance of 200 nautical miles mezsured from the‘baseliﬁe

from which the breadth of the territorial sea is measured or up %0 a greater distance

coincident with the epicontinental sea. ‘ '
Yor the purposés of this and the succeeding articles, the term “epicontinental sea"

means the column of water covering the seabed and subsecil which are situated at an

avewage depth of 200 metres. .

_ The scope of the above-mentioned rights is laid down in the succeeding articles,
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5. It is for each ccastel State to fix the breadth of the area adjecent to its
territorial qee up to the maximum distance prescribed in article 4, in zccordance

with crlterla whlch talie into account the regional geographical, geelogical,
ecological, ecoﬂbmib and gocial factors involved and interests relating to the
preservation of the wmarine envirorment.

4. The delimitation oi that ares betueen o or more_States shall be effected in
accordance with the principles of international Iawv:

T. A cecastal State has sovereign rights over the venewable and non-renewable
natural resources, living and non-living, which are to be found in the said area,

8. States in a particulsr region ox Uubreﬁloh which for geographical or eccnomic

reasons do not gee fit to extend thelr govere'gn rights to an exclusive maritime
area adgacent to their ter rritorial sea shall enjoy a preferential wég 1me for |
purposes of fishing in the exclusive maritime arveas of other States be]onglng to
the region or subregiorn, such régime %o be determined by bilateral agreements
providing for a fair adjostment of theii mutual interests.

The said régime shall be granted provided that the enterprises of the State
which wisghes %o éxﬁloit the resources in q&estion are effectivé%y controlled hy
capital and nationals of that State and that %he ships which operate in the area

fly the flag of that State. ' ‘
a. The prospeotlng and exploration oP the raritime ares adJacent to the
territorial sea and the exploitation of the natural resources existing therein are
subject to the:regulatioﬁf;of the coastal Stctes coaoeﬂned, vhich-may reserve those
activities to themselves or 4o +their nationals or may allow third parties to engage
in them in accordance with the provisions of their internal laws and of such
international zgrcaments as they may conclude on the matter. '
10. The protebtion and conservation of renéwablejresouroes existing in the aresa
are likewise subject to the regulstions of the coastal States concerned and to
such agreements as they may conclude cn the ﬁatter, taking intoc account, whers

relevant, co-opergtion with other States and the recormendations of inbernational

technical bodies.
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11. A coastal State shall also have jurisdiction %o enforce in the maritime area
adjacent to its territorial sea such measurss as 1t may enact in order 4o prevent,
mitigate or eliminate pollution damage and risks and other effects harmful or
dangefous_to fhe ebosysfem'of the marine environment, the quality and use of water,
1iving‘re§oqrcés, human health and the recrsation of its peopié, taking iﬁfo aocéunt
co—Operation with other States and in accordance with intérnationally agreed principles
and sﬁ&ndardb. 7 .. | ., | |
12. It is also for the coastal State te authorize such 501entlf1c research act1v1t1es
a8 are odrrlpd on in the area; 1t is entifled to Darthlpate in them and to be Lnformed
of the results obtalned. In such regulations as the coastal State may lssue on the
matter, the de31rab111ty of Dromotlng and facllltatlng such act1v1tles shall be taken
especially inte account. R oo ce ,

13. In the marltlme area adgacent to the terrltorlal -gea., shlps and alrcraft of all
States, whether coastal or not, have the right to free nav1gatlon and overflight
w1thout restrlctloﬂs other than those which may result from the exercise by the
coastal State of its rlghts in the maﬁters of exploratlon, conservatlon and
exp101taulon of _resources, pollutlon and scientific research Subject solely to

thesge 11m1tatlons, there shall also. be freedom to lay qubmdrlne cabhles and plpellnes.
14. Through bllateral and, where approprlate, subregional agreements, a coastal

State shall facllltate for nblghbourlng States having no sea-coast the right of

access to the 882, and of transit. 1In the same way agreement éhall be reached with
States havlng no sea—coast on an equitable régime for the exercise in the maritinme
area of Tishing rights which shall be preferentlal in relatlon to third States. The
said preferentlal rights shall be granted pTOV1ded thet the enterprlses of the State
which wishes to exploit the resources in question are eflectlvely comtrolled by
capital and nationals of that Statg and that the hlps which operate in the area fly
the flag of that State. _

15. The qovere1gnty of a coastal State extends bo ltslcontinentél‘shelf. The-
centinental shelf comprises the bed and subsoil of the submarine areas adjacent to

the territory of the State but cutside the area of the territorial sea, uﬁ fo the .
outer lower edge of the continental mergin which adjoins the‘abyssal plainé or, when
that edge is at a distance of less than 200 miles from the coast; up to that distance.
16, Thé Tights of the coastal State over the continental shelf do not affect the .
legal régime of the superdacemt waters or alr space. - & L

17. The rights of %the coastal State over the continental shelf do not depend on.

occupation, aeffective or notional, or on any declaration.



A/AC.138/5C. TT/T.37 4

page 4 '

18. A coastal State has -sovereignty over the renewable and non~renewable natural
resources of its continental shelf. The said resources include the mineral and other
non-living resources of the seabed and subsolil together with living vegetable organisms
and animals belonging to sedentary species, that is fo say, organisms which, at the
harvestable stage, either are lmmecbile on or under the seabed or are unable to move
except in constant phveical contact with the seabed or the subsoil.

19. The prospecting and exploration of the continental shelf and the exploitation of
its natural resources are subject to the regulations of the coastal States concerned,
which‘may'reserve thoze activities to themselves or to their nationals or may allow
third parties also to engage in them in accordance with the provisions of their
intarnal laws and of such international sgreements as they may conclude on the matter.
20. The protection and conservation of renewable.resources existing on the
continental shel? are likewise subject to the regulations of the coastal States
concerned and to such agréements as they may conclude on the matter, taking into
account, where relevant, co-operation with other States and the recommendations of
technical internationsl bodies.

21. It is also for the coastal State to enact measures designed to prevent, mitigate-
or'éiiminafe poliutidn of or from the continental shelf and of itg_natural resburces,
taking into account co-operation with other States and the recommendations of
international technical bodies. |

22. It is likewise for the coastal State to authorize scientific research sctivities
on the comtinental shelf; it is entitled to partidipate'in them and to be informed
of +the results thereof. In such regulations as the coastal State may iseue on the
matter, the desirability of promoting and facilitating such activities shall be taken
especially into account.

2%, A coastal State shall authorize the 1aying“of submarine cables and pipelines

on the continental shelf, without restrictions other than those which may result from
its rights over the same.

24. The establishment of any other tyoe of installation by third States or their
nationals is subject to the permission of the coastal Stata. '

25. The coastal State is entitled to construct, maintain or operate on or over the
continental shelf installations and other devices necessary for the exercise of its
rights over the samé; to establish safety zones around such devices and installationas
and to taks in those zones messures necessary for their protection. Ships of all
nationalities shall respect these safety zones, which mey extend up fo 500 metres

around the installations or devices.
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26. The construction of any installation or device shall be officially made public
and permanent means fer giving warning of its presence shall be maintained. Any
installation which is disused shall be reioved by the coastsl State.
27, The exercige oflthe coastal Btate’'s rights over the continental shelf shall not
result in any unjustifiable interference with the fresdom of navigation in the
superjacent waters and of overflight in the superjacent air space, nor shall it
impede the use of reecognized lanes essential to internmational navigation.
28. Delimitation.
29, Bafeguard of existing international,; bilateral or regional agreements on

delimitation of the continental shelf,
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